
Diana Artemis  
------------------------------------------------------------------------  
As a 25-year resident of Fairfax County who has lived near and worked in the Tyson’s 
Corner area, I have seen this key location become northern Virginia’s infamous hub of 
traffic jams, red lights, concrete and ugly mass of office buildings and parking garages.  
It provides a cold and sterile landscape with its ugly lanes of traffic surrounding vast 
islands of shopping malls.  Where is the sense of community, the parks, green spaces 
and night life?  This impoverished example of failed urban planning is not sustainable; it 
will not attract and accommodate the 200,000 jobs projected for this area.   
   
I look at our neighbor, Arlington County , and see what it has done in a comparable 
neighborhood, the Clarendon-Courthouse area.  Here, instead of traffic jams, Arlington 
County has included stores, home and offices within walking distance of one another, to 
create a livable community with a lighter environmental footprint.  Development is 
planned within walking distance of transit stations with frequent and reliable buses -- 
and soon-to-be trolleys -- easily available to everyone. Is there an economic reason to 
do this?  You betcha!  While Fairfax County struggles under the crushing burden of 
deficits caused by the decline in property values, Arlington was the last in and first out of 
this recession.  Business and residential values have held their own, (with a small 
decrease in commercial values), because of the desirability of living and doing business 
in this high-density but well-planned and sustainable community.  This tiny, urbanized 
County prides itself in green spaces, parks and ubiquitous public transit.  As a result it 
has thriving businesses, vibrant community life and is becoming known as a center for 
green technology development with consumer-business partnerships promoted by the 
County government.  
   
And what is Fairfax County doing?  Drowning in debt, traffic, urban isolation and 
sprawl.  Let’s be a model for the rest of the country and turn our economy around.  
Please ensure that the Tyson’s Corner Redevelopment plan explicitly mentions high-
quality transit, to include the circumferential Purple Line, circulators such as Dash 
buses, vans or light rail to link Merrifield to Tysons, other regional activity centers, and 
eventually to Bethesda .  Moving people quickly and efficiently is imperative to prevent 
gridlock from imprisoning people in their cars and offices. Public transportation 
planning must be clearly identified now so it can be properly accommodated 
within the Plan.   
   
Further, to help Tyson’s Corner become a sustainable economic engine for our County, 
it needs the humanizing aspects of parks and green spaces, to include complete streets 
that make walking, bicycling and transit as safe and convenient as driving.  Key to 
making Tyson’s a desirable community is better street design that balances the needs 
of all users. An example is the pressing need for a better design of Route 7 and 123 to 
make the area more friendly to pedestrians and bicycle riders. To maximize the use of 
the street grid, I’d like to see Transportation Demand Management measures, including 
a robust parking policy.  
   
Thank you for considering my comments as you prepare to implement an 
environmentally sustainable Tyson’s Corner Redevelopment Plan that prepares us for 
the realities of rising energy costs and increased population.  I believe your leadership 
in smart urban planning will attract residents and businesses who want to invest in our 



County because it is a good place to live, work and raise families.  The Redevelopment 
Plan is one of the most significant transportation/smart growth projects facing the Metro 
DC area in the coming years. How you develop this key area will impact the economy 
and well-being of all our residents for decades to come.  
   
Sincerely,  
Diana Artemis  
 


