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DATE:  March 24, 2010 
 
TO:  Fairfax County Planning Commission 
 
FROM: James P. Zook, Director 
  Department of Planning and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT: Summary of Public Comments on Draft Plan Amendment for Tysons 
  
 
After staff submitted the Draft Plan Amendment dated January 15, 2010, the Planning 
Commission Tysons Committee (PCTC) solicited comments on that document.  Over 350 
responses were received through March 22, 2010.  Of these, 90 sets of comments were 
provided by speakers at three PCTC Citizen Comment meetings, January 27, March 11 and 
March 17, 2010. 
 
Another 235 sets of comments were provided through emails to the PCTC and/or to the Tysons 
Corner Special Study Listserv.  Of these, several contained very similar wording and were 
generated by the following groups: 
 
• Tysons Tomorrow (118 emails) 
• Greater Tysons Citizens Coalition (12 emails) 
• Coalition for Smarter Growth (10 emails) 
• Tysons Smart Growth (95 emails) 
 
The remainder of written comments (over 30) were submitted by mail to the PCTC.  Staff is 
preparing a table, now over 50 pages, summarizing each unique set of comments and 
indicating our response to those comments.  Work on that table is still in progress and it will be 
shared with the Planning Commission when it is completed.  
 
Based on staff’s analysis of the public comments, attached is a summary of key issues related 
to major sections of the Areawide Plan Text.  Many of the concerns expressed in the public 
comments have been addressed in the text of the Draft Plan Amendment dated March 24, 2010.  
These include: increasing the level of intensity in Tier 2; modifying the recommendation 
dealing with the replacement of existing affordable housing in Tysons; and revising the 
recommendations on stormwater management. 
 
Many of the comments submitted by landowners addressed site-specific issues regarding 
intensity, building height, and consolidation requirements.  Some of these comments have 
resulted in revisions to the District plan text. 
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Other comments with a specific geographic focus were from residents of the west side of 
Tysons, who would like to preserve Raglan Road Park and its existing tree canopy, and from 
residents of The Rotonda, who are concerned about the impact of the widening of Greensboro 
Road on their entrance and their tree canopy.  Both of these issues are also addressed in the 
March 24 draft Plan Amendment. 
 
Another group well-represented in the comments are advocates of providing bicycle movement 
on Routes 7 and 123 and bicycle connections from Tysons to surrounding neighborhoods.  A 
dozen people urged the County to give priority to transit, bus and bicycle improvements before 
roadway improvements, and to implement an aggressive Transportation Demand Management 
program.  
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
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 SUMMARY OF KEY COMMENTS ON DRAFT PLAN AMENDMENT 
Submitted to Planning Commission Tysons Committee Winter 2010 

 
Issue 

 
Comment 

Number of 
Comments 

Implementation Establish funding mechanism for transportation    4 
 Include surrounding communities on Implementation 

Entity 
   2 

 Concerned about additional cost burdens on land owners    5 
Intensity &  
Bldg. Ht. 

Increase Tier 2 intensity 127   (1) 

 Support staff FAR recommendations   95   (4) 
 Concentrate development around Metro stations 107                

(3) & (4) 
 Site-specific landowner requests  57 
Housing Encourage housing at Tysons  21    (3) 
 Reduce affordable/workforce requirements   9 
 Eliminate 1:1 replacement of existing affordable units   7 
 Concentrate affordable/workforce units in TODs   3 
 Need adequate incentives for housing 19     (3) 
Green Bldgs. Don’t require LEED Silver for residential   4 
 Don’t give LEED bonuses    3 
Consolidation Object to minimum acreage requirements  18 
Phasing Require infrastructure concurrently with development  16    (2) 
 Establish firm “triggers” linking development to infrastructure    16    (2) 
 Support 20 year planning horizon & 84 million square feet of total 

development 
 16    (2) 

 Require 75% private sector funding of infrastructure  16    (2) 
 Object to requirement for Public Facilities Plan    4 
Transportation Design “complete streets” for pedestrians & bicycles  95    (4) 
 Provide for bike movement on Rtes. 7 & 123 18     (3) 
 Provide bike lanes & bike racks throughout Tysons 13     (3) 
 Add bike connections to surrounding neighborhoods 13     (3) 
 Give priority to bus, bicycle & transit improvements before 

roadway improvements 
12     (3) 

 Implement aggressive Transportation Demand Management 11     (3) 
 Identify location of regional rail lines 97     (4) 
 Restrict parking in core of Tysons   3 
 Concerns about impacts of widening Greensboro on The Rotonda 10 
 Intersection of Boone Blvd. & 123 should be at grade   5 
Stormwater Stormwater requirements too expensive   3 
Parks & Rec.  Concerned about athletic fields at Raglan Road Park 12 
 Lower requirements for parks & recreation desired 12 
 Give credit for on-site recreational facilities provided   2 
Other Environ- 
mental Impacts 

Preserve Environmental Quality Corridors & 
existing tree canopy throughout Tysons 

18     (3) 

 Minimize light pollution on surrounding neighborhoods   2 
 
There were four sets of email responses that had very similar wording.  Where these emails are included in the 
totals in the table, they are referenced as follows: 
 
(1) Tysons Tomorrow (118 emails) 
(2) Greater Tysons Citizens Coalition (12 emails) 
(3) Coalition for Smarter Growth (10 emails) 
(4) Tysons Smart Growth (95 emails) 
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