
June 21, 2012 

Fairfax County Planning Commission 
12000 Government Center Parkway 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
 
Commissioners: 

We are writing to comment on the June 14, 2012 Strawman Document proposed by the Tysons 
Committee of the Planning Commission and the Recommendations to the Board on Certain 
Tysons-related Activities. Our concern is for Follow on Motion #17a – Affordable Housing Policy, 
and the recommendation that “more time and extensive public outreach” be conducted before 
any modification to the Policy Plan that incorporates a county-wide policy supporting a non-
residential contribution to affordable housing. 

The motion requesting staff to develop county-wide policy language was approved by the 
Board of Supervisors in June 2010, when the comprehensive plan for the redevelopment of 
Tysons was adopted.  At that time, several members of the development community supported 
this motion to ensure that Tysons would not be disadvantaged by a policy that was not 
implemented county-wide, and that commercial developers share with residential developers 
the responsibility of providing affordable housing. A commercial impact fee, which has been 
adopted in various forms by neighboring jurisdictions, could provide critical, additional 
resources for both developing new affordable housing as well as preserving existing affordable 
units that are threatened by redevelopment in some of our older inner suburbs. 

Since 2010, there has been little progress in developing policy language. Given the cost of 
housing in Fairfax County and the growing shortage of affordable housing opportunities for low 
and middle income households, we urge the Board of Supervisors to expedite the process and 
make this housing policy item a priority for staff. The resources of the Affordable Housing 
Advisory Committee, the Department of Housing and Community Development and the 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority should be called upon to assist the Department of 
Planning and Zoning in this effort. It is our hope that staff recommendations for policy language 
would come before the Planning Commission no later than January, 2013. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Browne, President 
AHOME 
 
Michelle Krocker, Executive Director 
Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance 
 

  


