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QUESTIONS ON TYSONS CORNER DEVELOPMENT 
(Submitted by Thomas Cranmer) 

For Planning Listening Session, September 7, 2011 
 

1. Why is the development needed in view of 15-20% commercial / office vacancy? 

2. What zoning changes need to be made and why? 

3. Why is any public money needed in the development? 

4. Wouldn't development be more efficient further out  (e.g. Dulles Town Center).  

5. What specific numerical monetary benefits are there for the public? 

6. What is the cost to benefit ratio and pay- back period for the public? 

7. What tax rates would be charged and how do they compare to taxes in other areas? 

8. What is the timing for Fairfax taxpayers putting in the proposed $1.0 billion? 

9. Is it correct that the development would cost each person in the county $1,000? 

10.  Would the taxpayers have a chance to vote on an assessment for the development? 

11.   What percentage of  taxpayers will leave Fairfax due to high taxes? 
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12.   Should public funding be dropped for now due to the economic disaster? 

13.   Shouldn't costs be shown with estimated inflation?  It was 3.6% in the last year. 

14.   Who are the primary private developers? 

15.   How much have these developers contributed to each local politician in 2011? 

16.   What would be the cost of ripping out and putting in water lines? 

17.   How much additional water would be used at Tysons? 

18.   What would be the cost of running new water lines and supplies to Tysons? 

19.   What additional water resources (dams, lakes, etc.) would be required? 

20.   What would the cost be for ripping out and putting in storm drains? 

21.   Where would the storm water go after development? 

22.   What would be the cost of ripping out and replacing sewage facilities. 

23.   How and where would the raw sewage be handled and what would it cost? 

24.   What would be the cost of ripping out and replacing electrical facilities? 
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25.   What additional electrical substations and feeder lines would have to be added? 

26.   How much would the new substations and feeder lines cost? 

27.   Who would pay for the new substations and feeder lines? 

28.   How many additional people are expected to live in the Tysons area? 

29.   What percentage of  those people would be in subsidized housing? 

30.   What would be the capital and annual costs to taxpayers for subsidized housing? 

31.   What would the eligibility and rents be set for subsidized housing? 

32.   Who would set the rents and eligibility for subsidized housing? 

33.   Does Staff still plan to attract and subsidize housing for US unemployed?   

34.   How and when is Fairfax planning to finance the development? 

35.   How would the Planning staff communicate proposed taxes to taxpayers? 

36.   What related dollar costs are not in the total costs of $1.6 billion? 
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37.   What road congestion would result? 

38.   What independent companies have done road congestion studies and when? 

39.   Are the independent road congestion studies, if any, available to the public? 

40.   Have such studies included Toll Road diversion with $20+ tolls round trip? 

41.   Why can't bus transportation within Tysons be private? 

42.   What is the status and cost of widening Route 7 from Dranesville to Tysons? 

43.   How much parking would be provided for residential and commercial space? 

44.   What would the parking charges be for the public? 

45.   Who would finance parking facilities? 

46.   What earthquake standards would be applied to new buildings? 

47.   What plans are there for evacuating people due to terrorism after development? 

48.   What environmental impact studies (EIS) are planned and by whom? 

49.   What are the EIS costs, timing and availability? 
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50.   How much has been spent on planning so far, including salaries? 


