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Fire and Rescue Department Overview

All Hazards Department
Fire, Emergency Medical Service (EMS,) Hazmat, Technical Rescue,
Water Rescue, and International Response 

37  Staffed Fire Stations 
1,358 Merit Uniformed Personnel and 131 Merit Civilian Personnel

11 Fire Stations including apparatus owned by Volunteer Fire Departments

91,936 Incident Responses in FY2008
64,433 EMS
21,296 Suppression
6,207 Public Service

231 Fire Investigations
26,860 Fire Code Building Inspections
14,067 Fire Systems Tested (commercial sprinklers and alarms)
8,084 Building Plans Reviewed
139,204 Residents educated annually on Life Safety Education Programs



3

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Stations

Future Station: Wolftrap FS 42
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Fire Station Location Criteria

Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan:  
Location Objective:  Establish and maintain a minimum of a seven
minute total response time coverage to at least 95 percent of the 
County’s population 

Defined as 5 minute travel time and 2 minute preparation time from the 
time the emergency call is received

Methodology from adopted Fire Station Location Master Plan:
Geographic void areas based on 5 minute travel time
Population projections 
Residential and commercial development densities
Target hazards (i.e. nursing homes, schools, day care centers) 
Road networks and planned improvements
Historical emergency incident activity

Additional factors:
National standards for emergency response coverage
Methodology for locating and staffing fire stations in urban areas
Increased complexity, risk, and vertical response time to respond to 
emergency calls in high-rise buildings 
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Fire and Rescue Service Delivery to Tysons Corner

Tysons Development Area    (3.56 square miles) 
Dunn Loring Fire Station 13 and Vienna Fire Station 2 are Volunteer owned 
McLean Fire Station 1 - facility is County owned; apparatus are Volunteer owned 
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Tysons Corner Development Area

Existing Data for Tysons Development Area 
8,100 Households
16,100 Population
105,300 Jobs
121,400 Total Population
44,340,000 Total Building Square Footage

Fire and Rescue Service Delivery in 2007
3,270 Emergency incidents in the Tysons Development Area 
Tysons Fire and Rescue Station 29

Responded to over 2,700 incidents (average of 7.5 calls per day)
Dunn Loring Fire and Rescue Station 13

Responded to over 2,600 incidents (average of 7.2 calls per day)
Ongoing challenge to meet Department’s response goals

Increasing call volume, traffic congestion, higher density, and 
aging population
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Potential Impact of Tysons Development
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Incident projection based on the high forecast of total population growth    
from the George Mason University (GMU) Center for Regional Analysis 
report and historical incident activity
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Fire and Rescue Facility Needs for Tysons Corner

Relocate and expand the Tysons Fire and Rescue Station 29 to proposed 
site at 8300 Jones Branch Drive (bus transfer station)

To ensure safe and efficient operation of the fire station away from 
the bus, parking, and kiss & ride facilities for the Tysons West
Metrorail Station
New site improves emergency access to Dulles Toll Road (in both 
directions)
Timing depends on the development opportunities for the existing
fire station site at 1560 Spring Hill Road

Two additional fire and rescue stations in Tysons Corner area
2015 – Engine and EMS transport unit acquired and staffed to 
handle increased emergency call volume during construction period 
of the first new fire station 
2020 – 1st new Tysons fire station constructed and operational
2040 – 2nd new Tysons fire station constructed and operational
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New Fire and Rescue Station Requirements

Minimum standard of 14,000 square feet with four bays to support the 
following:

Engine, EMS transport unit, and either a ladder truck or a rescue unit
Staffing based on National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1710 
standard for high hazard occupancies

Designed and constructed as “urban stations”
Located at the base of a commercial or mixed-use building
Two to three floors with the ground level dedicated to the apparatus 
bays for access to the road network
Second and third floors for other department needs such as battalion 
management offices, training facilities, offices for fire prevention or 
support personnel 

Secure on site parking for operational personnel to accommodate two         
24 hour shifts            
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Tysons Development Area 
2 Minute Travel Coverage
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Proposed New Fire Station Locations
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Proposed Site to Relocate Tysons Fire and Rescue Station 29 
8300 Jones Branch Drive
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Proposed Site Area #1 
Vicinity of Old Meadows Road & Chain Bridge Road
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Proposed Site Area #2 
Vicinity of International Drive and Chain Bridge Road
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Fire Station Locations Critical to Emergency Response

Fire station locations are critical to achieving response times for delivery 
of emergency services

Future fire station locations need to be identified in the County’s 
Comprehensive Plan before land is unavailable 

Three staffed fire stations in the Tysons Corner development area will:
Provide emergency resources for future projected high density 
development
Enable an entire complement of operational units to respond to a
“box alarm” in the Tysons Corner area 
Provide additional staffing and resources to address the complexity 
and vertical response time to respond to emergency incidents in 
high-rise buildings 
Maintain sufficient emergency response coverage in the surrounding 
geographic areas
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Summary of Fire and Rescue Department Needs for Tysons

Relocate and expand the Tysons Fire and Rescue Station 29 

Acquire and staff two additional emergency response units by 2015

First new Tysons fire and rescue station operational by 2020

Second new Tysons fire and rescue station operational by 2040

Additional staffing and resources for the Fire Marshal’s Office
Includes: plans reviewers, building inspectors, and support personnel
Phased from 2010 to 2050 to accommodate increased workload based
on the estimated building growth projections provided by the GMU
Center for Regional Analysis report 
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