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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

School Impact Analysis of GMU Forecasts for Tysons Corner to 2050 
 
There are 10 schools within the Tysons study area.  At present, 4 schools are over capacity.  In five 
years, 2 additional schools are projected to be over capacity for a total of 6 schools over capacity.  Over 
the past two years, FCPS has experienced a significant increase in enrollment (5,000+ students) and 
anticipates a continuation of such growth. 
 
In response to a request to evaluate the impact of the high household numbers contained in a GMU 
report, “Forecast for Tysons Corner to 2050,” on school facilities in the Tysons study area, the anticipated 
student yields are shown below.  The anticipated student yields are based on the current County-wide 
student yield ratio for mid/high-rise units (.043 ES, .011 MS, .024 HS, .078 total), which is updated each 
year.  As a result, the student yields are subject to change as the ratios are revised.  It is noted that FCPS 
only projects enrollment for an out year of five years.  For the years beyond this, the County-wide student 
yield ratio was applied. 
 

Anticipated student yield for the high household forecast based on the County-wide student yield ratio 
  2010 High 

household 
forecast 

2010 
student 

yield 

2020 High 
household 
forecast 

2020     
student 

yield 

2030 High 
household 
forecast 

2030 
student 

yield 

2040 High 
household 
forecast 

2040 
student 

yield 

2050 High 
household 
forecast 

2050 
student 

yield 

ES 9,300 400 15,700 675 22,200 955 32,000 1,376 42,900 1,845 
MS 9,300 102 15,700 173 22,200 245 32,000 352 42,900 472 
HS 9,300 223 15,700 377 22,200 533 32,000 768 42,900 1,039 

Total 9,300 725 15,700 1,225 22,200 1,733 32,000 2,496 42,900 3,356 
 
As the chart shows, the projected student yields are significant, especially with existing capacity deficits 
and 6 schools projected to be over capacity by the 2013-14 school year.  In addition, future residential 
developments have been approved but are not constructed.  These developments are not insignificant 
with approximately 4,500 units having been approved.  These future developments will impact some of 
the schools in the study area (Freedom Hill, Westbriar, Kilmer, and Marshall).  Over 400 students are 
anticipated from these developments, based on the current County-wide student yield ratio.   
 
To address projected capacity needs, FCPS recommends two school facilities in the Tysons study area.  
The greatest need would most likely be at the elementary school level, though middle and high school 
levels will also need relief.  It is envisioned that school facilities in the study area may not be the 
traditional facility design, as seen today, but may be collocated within commercial uses or take on 
characteristics of an “ultra urban” environment.   
 
The following maps show the Tysons study area with an overlay of the elementary, middle, and high 
school boundaries.  The accompanying chart contains the current student enrollment, projected 
enrollment, and school capacity balances.  Students residing in the study area are also shown on the 
map. 
 
A chart comparing the FCPS County-wide student yield ratio with Montgomery and Arlington counties is 
provided since similar residential development, as envisioned by the Task Force, surrounds metro rail 
stations at Bethesda/Silver Spring (red line) and Ballston-Rosslyn (orange line).  It is noted that FCPS’s 
student yield ratio for mid/high-rise multi-family units – the expected housing type for study area – is 
similar to that of Montgomery and Arlington for like units. 
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Elementary 
Schools 

Capacity 2008-2009 
Enrollment 

2008-2009 
Capacity 
Balance 

2010-11 
Enrollment 

2010-11 
Capacity 
Balance 

2013-2014 
Projected 

Enrollment 

2013-2014 
Projected 
Capacity 
Balance 

Freedom Hill  622 548 74 569 53 621 1 
Spring Hill  860 923 -63 1002 -142 1071 -211 
Westbriar  515 487 28 533 -18 566 -51 
Westgate  437 362 75 406 31 406 31 

The CIP contains construction funding for renovation of Freedom Hill ES to be completed in the 2009-2010 school year.   
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Middle 
Schools 

Capacity 2008-2009 
Enrollment 

2008-2009 
Capacity 
Balance 

2010-11 
Enrollment 

2010-11 
Capacity 
Balance 

2013-2014 
Projected 

Enrollment 

2013-2014 
Projected 
Capacity 
Balance 

Cooper  1000 859 141 873 127 883 117 
Kilmer  1019 1046 -27 1074 -55 1200 -181 

Longfellow  815 1166 -351 1137 -322 1164 -349 
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High Schools Capacity 2008-2009 
Enrollment 

2008-2009 
Capacity 
Balance 

2010-11 
Enrollment 

2010-11 
Capacity 
Balance 

2013-2014 
Projected 

Enrollment 

2013-2014 
Projected 
Capacity 
Balance 

Langley  1925 2096 -171 2145 -220 2108 -183 
Marshall  1490 1384 106 1465 25 1503 -13 
McLean  1969 1760 209 1849 120 1854 115 

The 2007 bond referendum contained $10 million for renovation planning for Marshall HS, but renovation remains unfunded.   
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County-wide student yield ratios by housing type for all grade levels 

  
Fairfax 
Ratio 

Arlington 
Ratio 

Montgomery 
Ratio  

Housing type       
SFD 0.480 0.38 0.595 
SFA 0.348 0.10 0.44 

Garden/Condo MF 0.193 N/A 0.282 
Mid/High Rise MF 0.078 N/A 0.114 

Apartment - 
Garden N/A 0.21 N/A 

Apartment - 
Elevator N/A 0.06 N/A 
Duplex N/A 0.47 N/A 

Condo - Garden N/A 0.12 N/A 
Condo - Elevator N/A 0.13 N/A 

It is noted where there is an N/A, Fairfax and Montgomery counties do not separate out apartments and 
condominiums but instead the two are deemed multi-family and are separated by garden-style and 
mid/high-rise. 
 


