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SEA 95-S-038-02 – THE MOST REVEREND PAUL S. LOVERDE, BISHOP OF THE 
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA, AND HIS SUCCESSORS IN OFFICE   
 
After Close of the Public Hearing 
 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Final questions, comments from the Commission?  Seeing none, I'll 
close the public hearing and recognize Commissioner Murphy.   
 
Commissioner Murphy:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Excuse me.  I want to thank everyone for 
coming out this evening, the Freedmans, and all those who came out to support the church 
application.  Excuse me, I have a little laryngitis tonight.  Private schools of education in Fairfax 
County are an integral part of the fiber of the community, especially those that are faith based.  
They always have outstanding programs for education.  They also have outstanding outreach 
programs that deal with a number of issues and especially those -- to keep our teenagers busy 
and out of shopping malls and away from video games.  And productive activities for our youth 
are certainly a hallmark of the quality of the product we have, not only Nativity Church but all 
the churches in the area that have these kinds of programs.  And I know most of you who support 
it or all of you actually who supported this application, talked about the many programs that the 
church offers and they're all exemplary and we're not here to question the quality of the product 
or the quality of the education.  We do have to make land use decisions; that's what we're 
chartered to do and that's why I'm going to defer decision this evening because we want to see 
how the applicant can address some of the issues raised by Mr. Freedman.  As is the case of all 
applications in the Springfield District, we have a community meeting and we had one on 
November 17th if my memory serves me correctly, and we blitzed the neighborhood with letters 
inviting people to come to this meeting, and only one person showed up, it wasn't Mr. Freedman 
but it was a neighbor who came.  Ms. Strobel made a brief presentation and he was supportive of 
this endeavor.  Nativity is located on a beautiful lot.  It is a treed lot.  It has a contemplative air to 
it with the way it has been constructed.  And I know over the past several years -- and I was 
involved, not with the initial rezoning application or special exception application, I believe the 
initial application went to the BZA, but we were involved with the expansion of the parameters 
set on the school of education.  We had about three or four different applications during my time 
that have been acted on for this church to improve it and to improve its factory -- not its factory 
but its facilities, so that it can be more -- a better use for our children.  Mr. de la Fe pointed out 
when Ms. Seymour was testifying that our art and music programs are in jeopardy now in 
Fairfax County because of our budget crisis and it's good to see that a private school of education 
like the one we have at Nativity is still going to pursue the arts and the music programs because 
they're so important to the youth of our community.  I want to also recognize the pastor, Father 
Martin.  I will disclose, unashamedly and unabashedly, that when we first moved to Fairfax 
County, Father Martin was a young curate as I was a young man at Queen of Apostles in 
Alexandria, we used to call it "queen of the apartments" because it was near Beauregard and 
Little River Turnpike.  And after that, he went into the Air Force where he served his country as 
an Air Force Chaplain until he retired and then thankfully, he came back to the Diocese of 
Arlington and has been the pastor of Nativity for many, many years.  And he's a tremendous  
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individual and it's reflected in the work his parishioners do, not only I might say in the United 
States but also overseas in impoverished lands, and we all appreciate that.  So having said that, 
and we'll look at the land use issues, but I had to give a little pitch there because I really think 
that Nativity is a great, great facility in the County and I'm proud it's in the Springfield District.  
But we'll look at the issues raised by the Freedmans and dealing with Ms. Strobel, they'll be 
dealing with you, the engineer, see if we can come up with some resolution and then we'll go and 
do a decision on the 28th.  So therefore, Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION DEFER DECISION ONLY ON SEA 95-S-038-02, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF 
JANUARY 28TH, WITH THE RECORD OPEN FOR COMMENT. 
 
Commissioners Flanagan and de la Fe:  Second. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Seconded by Commissioners Flanagan and de la Fe.  Any discussion on 
that motion?  All those in favor of deferring decision only on SEA 95-S-038-02, to a date certain 
of January 28, 2010, please say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  All opposed?  That motion carries.  The Chair is yours. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Thank you very much. 
 
// 
 
(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioner Hall not present for the vote; 
Commissioners Harsel, Litzenberger, and Sargeant absent from the meeting.) 
 
KAD 
 


