
Planning Commission Meeting 
March 3, 2010 
Verbatim Excerpt 
 
 
SEA 93-Y-059 – EXXON MOBIL CORPORATION  
 
After Close of the Public Hearing 
 
 
Chairman Murphy: The public hearing is closed; recognize Mr. Litzenberger. 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. SEA 93-Y-059 is a very simple 
application by Exxon Mobil Corporation to amend the governing development conditions for an 
existing service station with a quick service food store and a car wash. No new construction is 
proposed. In general, I support the changes to the conditions, which will bring the operations of 
quick service food store more into line with other service station quick service food stores in the 
area. Having said that, the community has expressed concern about the outdoor storage of retail 
goods. Given the location of the site in close proximity to the Centreville Historic District, the 
Western Fairfax County Citizens Association is concerned about the visual impact of outdoor 
storage. It is my understanding that the Zoning Ordinance permits up to 50 square feet of outdoor 
storage when such outdoor storage is part of a service station. This is not shown on the approved 
site plan. Because there is no new construction proposed, neither a Special Exception 
Amendment Plat, nor a site plan is required; therefore, our ability to regulate and enforce the 
limitations on outdoor storage is limited. The history of noncompliance with conditions in this 
area also gives me pause. Therefore, I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF SEA 93-Y-059,  SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS DATED 
FEBRUARY 16TH, 2010, WITH THE ADDITION OF A NEW CONDITION NUMBER 15 TO 
READ AS FOLLOWS: “NUMBER 15: NO OUTDOOR STORAGE OR DISPLAY OF 
GOODS FOR SALE OR RENT SHALL BE PERMITTED.” I further – 
 
Chairman Murphy: Okay. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe: Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. de la Fe. Is there a discussion of the motion? 
 
Commissioner Hall: Mr. Chairman, let me ask this question. You’re trying to avoid storage 
outside. Right? 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: Yes, ma’am. 
 
Commissioner Hall: Okay. What happens if it’s being stored there, but being offered for sale? Is 
that already – I’m sorry, I’m just looking at this right now. My concern is, you know, like, during 
the winter where they stack up all of the water for the washers. 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: Right. The windshield wiper fluid. 
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Commissioner Hall: Right. That’s – is that storage, or is that for sale? 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: That should be for sale, but if it’s stored – I mean, if they put it 
outside, they have to bring it inside before they close up for the evening. They just can’t leave it 
out there all the time like they do now. 
 
Commissioner Hall: Okay. So you’re – that you’re making sure whatever goes out goes in. 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: That’s correct. Because what happened, that problem wasn’t just at 
this gas station, it was up and down that whole strip. It’s kind of left over from the – from the 60s 
and 70s when we didn’t have any guidance on those areas. 
 
Commissioner Hall: Okay. That’s fine, as long as there’s no confusion and it goes away, that’s 
fine. 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: Yes. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Further discussion of the motion? All those in favor of the motion to 
recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it approve SEA 93-Y-059, with the development 
conditions, as amended by Mr. Litzenberger, say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. Mr. Litzenberger. 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I further MOVE THAT THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS A 
WAIVER OF THE SERVICE DRIVE ALONG LEE HIGHWAY IN FAVOR OF THE 
EXISTING TRAVEL LANE. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe: Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. de la Fe. Discussion? All those in favor, say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries.  
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: Finally, I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF THE WAIVER OF 
THE TRANSITIONAL SCREENING REQUIREMENT ALONG THE PROPERTY’S 
WESTERN LOT LINE IN FAVOR OF THE EXISTING LANDSCAPING. 
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Commissioner de la Fe: Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. de la Fe. Discussion? All those in favor, say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries.  
 
// 
 
(The motions carried unanimously with Commissioners Alcorn, Flanagan, and Harsel absent 
from the meeting.) 
 
JN 
 
 


