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Vice Chairman Alcorn: Okay, Commissioner Flanagan. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. As you are aware, we deferred a 
decision on the Special Exception SE 2011-MV-012 to consider opposition from one homeowner 
who unexpectedly testified regarding stormwater concerns on February 28 [sic], 2012. I have 
since consulted with the New Alexandria Civic Association president, who by the way turns out 
to be the daughter of veteran Commissioner Carl Sell. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: Small world. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan: It was a pleasure to do business with Debbie Sell. Her last name is now 
Pugh as well. But also, I consulted with the vice president of that civic association and the staff, 
including St. Clair Williams, who’s here tonight, and including the DPW Stormwater 
Management staff and Mr. Weinig, the engineer for the applicant. Although the New Alexandria 
Civic Association did not take a vote on the application, a consensus at an association meeting 
did support the application. The association’s position was a factor in the Mount Vernon Land 
Use Committee and the Mount Vernon Council’s support of the application. Though I am now 
satisfied that the proposal by the applicant will not increase the existing stormwater conditions 
on this site, but improve stormwater conditions on this site and adjacent sites. I do thank the 
testifier for raising the issue for clarification. In essence, flooding in – and this is something that 
will probably come up at every application of this sort that comes up hereafter – in essence 
flooding in New Alexandria can be lessened if all impervious areas are connected to a storm 
sewer so that water reaches the Potomac River before flood waters generated upstream elevate 
the Potomac as its crests passes New Alexandria. So the – what’s happening here is that this 
particular site was totally – the stormwater from it was migrating across open ditches – through 
open ditches that were sometimes overgrown – and slowed down, thereby tending to puddle and 
pool in the area of the structure. But by the new construction being tied to a storm sewer that gets 
that stormwater now to the Potomac rapidly, the amount of flooding from this site will be 
lessened. I would like to particularly thank, in fact, Mr. Weining, who is the engineer, a 
consultant with the firm of RC Fields, for the clarity and the terse understanding he provided 
regarding flood and stormwater control techniques. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
APPROVAL OF SE 2011-MV-012, SUBJECT TO THE DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS 
DATED MARCH 5, 2012. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant: Second. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: Seconded by Commissioner Sargeant. Any discussion on that motion? 
All those in favor of recommending approval of SE 2011-MV-012, subject to the development 
conditions dated March 5, 2012, please say aye. 
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Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: All opposed? That motion carries. 
 
// 
 
(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioners Donahue and Murphy absent from the 
meeting.) 
 
JLC 


