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Commissioner Alcorn:  On February 13, 2008, we held a public hearing on a proposed Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment relating to advertising on public transit passenger shelters.  We heard a 
number of concerns expressed from speakers and from Commissioners and following that, there 
was a public meeting held by the Department of Transportation to discuss those and related 
issues on April 19th, here in the Government Center.  Subsequent to that meeting, there was a 
memo distributed to the Planning Commission last week, on April 23rd, from Rollo Axton, which 
clarified the bus shelter opt out provisions.  And this was an item that was discussed last week at 
the Commission and we have deferred decision on this matter now several times.  Based on the 
opt out provisions specified in the memo, I am comfortable at this point in moving forward and 
making a motion to recommend that the Board adopt this Zoning Ordinance Amendment, given 
the very specific opt-out provisions contained in this memo.  In summary, I’ll just remind the 
Commission, all landowners within a quarter-mile of a bus stop will be notified of the potential 
for advertisement on a specific bus shelter.  They will be given the opportunity to provide 
feedback to not only the Department of Transportation, but also to their member of the Board of 
Supervisors, and any Board member who wishes to pull from consideration any specific bus 
shelter from the advertising program may do so.  This will all be done before an RFP is let and 
before there is any commercial pressure, if you will, to put an advertisement on that particular 
shelter.  I’m comfortable at this point that any landowner that does not wish to have advertising 
near or on their property on a County-owned bus shelter will not be forced to do so and will be 
able to work through their district supervisor so that that would not occur.  However, I would 
point out that there are many bus shelters in the County at locations where I would note that 
probably no one would object to, including transit stations and park and ride lots and places like 
that as well as in areas where such a place is not anywhere near residential communities that 
might object.  So with that in mind, I will make two motions.  One to recommend approval of the 
proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment and the second one is a follow-on motion to condition 
our support on the opt out provisions in the memo that we got last week.  So with that, Mr. 
Chairman, I WOULD MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT THE PROPOSED ADVERTISING ON THE 
PUBLIC TRANSIT SHELTERS ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT BE ADOPTED AS 
CONTAINED IN THE JANUARY 7, 2008 STAFF REPORT WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
OF 12:01 A.M. ON THE DAY FOLLOWING ADOPTION. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Lusk:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Lusk.  Is there a discussion of the 
motion?   
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Commissioner Harsel:  Mr. Chairman? 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Ms. Harsel. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  I will be abstaining.  I was not here for the public hearing and I have not 
reviewed the tape. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Further discussion? 
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  Mr. Chairman? 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Mr. Flanagan. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  I too will be abstaining because we’re not investigating alternatives for 
funding of what is truly a need.  We do need these bus shelters built, but I would like to see some 
alternate ways of funding, you know, proposed to the Commission before voting yea or nay. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Ms. Hall. 
 
Commissioner Hall:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I will be supporting the motion.  I think it is 
very exciting.  I think it is a good way to communicate.  The secret to making this work and 
making it function properly will be the care that is taken in selecting the ads and making sure that 
the ads are current.  That will be the trick.  And I think it’s a very good source for 
communication and also potential revenue.  Thank you. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  For those of you who are aware of what happened at the beginning of the 
week, the Board ratified the budget for Fairfax County for the next year and I’m sure you realize 
that Fairfax County, like many of our neighboring counties, because of economic circumstances, 
are having a problem financially and it is going to get worse next year.  And we’ve always 
looked for creative ways to subsidize some of our projects.  In my opinion, this is a very creative 
way to take money from an outside source and develop something we really need, especially, 
and I think it was loud and clear, I got a report, I wasn’t at the workshop, that this certainly 
would be a great boon to our growing community of elderly folks, the fastest growing 
community demographically in Fairfax County right now of the population over 60 and also for 
handicapped people and our citizens to boot.  We’ve been designing developments for bus 
shelters to make mass transportation available in a more comprehensive way throughout the 
County and we need to have these bus shelters.  So, I think it is a creative way of financially it 
and I am going to support the motion. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Mr. Donohue. 
 
Commissioner Hart:  Mr. Chairman? 
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Chairman Murphy:  Then Mr. Hart. 
 
Commissioner Donohue:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I am going to support the motion as well.  
As far as the memo we received last week, there are two things that I want to ask about.  One is 
on the opt out provision, number 2.  It says the public is notified of the sites under consideration.  
I’m wondering whether the supervisor’s office should be notified at that same time.  Because I 
don’t see anything in there about that. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn:  Yes.  My understanding is that they would receive the list concurrently.  
Just like the list we received last week. 
 
Commissioner Donahue:  And the only other question I have is number 6.  It probably is fairly 
clear, but I would add at the end of that, after the word “location”  “within his/her district” 
because I’m assuming that the only thing the supervisor is going to have the right to opt out on is 
his or her own district.  It’s probably fairly clear, but I would like to make it a little more clear. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn:  I’d be happy to do that as a friendly amendment for the second motion. 
 
Commissioner Donahue:  Okay.  Thank you. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  All those in favor – 
 
Commissioner Hart:  Mr. Chairman? 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Yes, I’m sorry.  Mr. Hart. 
 
Commissioner Hart:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I am not going to be supporting the motion.  I 
think I could support something and my concern is not the notification.  I think in fact 
notification provisions may be somewhat overkill.  My concern is that we have what we are 
calling an opt out provision, but still the property owner isn’t allowed to opt out.  This is more of 
a comment gathering mechanism than an actual opt out provision.  I think I could support this if 
the landowner had the opportunity to say no that we wouldn’t still be creating the situation where 
staff could recommend approval and the supervisor could require that advertising go in over the 
landowner’s objection.  Thank you. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Further discussion of the motion?  All those in favor of the motion to 
recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it adopt the Zoning Ordinance Amendment dealing 
with advertising on public transit passenger shelter signs, as proposed by Mr. Alcorn this 
evening, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed? 
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Commissioners Litzenberger and Hart:  Nay. 
 
Commissioners Flanagan, Harsel, and Sargeant:  Abstain. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Motion carries.  Mr. Litzenberger votes nay.  Mr. Hart votes nay.  Mr. 
Flanagan and Ms. Harsel –  
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  I’m also abstaining. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  and Mr. Sargeant abstain. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn:  Mr. Chairman? 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Mr. Alcorn. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn:  I further MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT THE BUS SHELTER OPT OUT 
PROVISIONS, INCLUDING THE PUBLIC NOTIFICATION of the Board member input –  
AND BOARD MEMBER INPUT BE IMPLEMENTED BY STAFF AS OUTLINED IN THE 
APRIL 23RD, 2008 MEMORANDUM FROM ROLLO AXTON, CHIEF OF THE TRANSIT 
SERVICE DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION WITH THE 
ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING PHRASE TO ITEM NUMBER 6 IN THAT MEMO.  
THAT THE WORDS “WITHIN HIS OR HER DISTRICT” BE ADDED AT THE END OF 
THAT SENTENCE.  And I would so move. 
 
Commissioner Lusk:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Lusk.  Is there a discussion of that motion?  All those in 
favor of the motion, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  
 
Commissioner Hart:  Nay  
 
Commissioners Harsel and Sargeant:  Abstain. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Motion carries.  Mr. Hart votes no.  Ms. Harsel abstains.  Mr. Sargeant 
abstains.  Okay. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn:  Mr. Chairman? 
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Chairman Murphy:  Mr. Alcorn. 
 
Chairman Alcorn:  I’d very much like to thank staff for all your help.  Thanks to the DOT guys.  
I think this is the third time you’ve come out to the Commission to talk to us about this and 
you’ve been out talking to the community I know.  And as always, Ms. Kirst, very professional, 
very steadfast job.  Thank you. 
 
// 
 
(The first motion carried by a vote of 7-2-3 with Commissioners Hart and Litzenberger opposed; 
Commissioners Flanagan, Harsel, and Sargeant abstained.) 
 
(The second motion carried by a vote of 9-1-2 with Commissioner Hart opposed; Commissioners 
Harsel and Sargeant abstained.) 
 
LBR 
 
 


