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2232-V09-39 – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  
 
Decision Only during Commission Matters  
(Public Hearing held on April 14, 2010) 
 
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  Ah, yes.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  On April 14th the Commission 
held a 2232 public hearing at the request of the Fairfax County Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services to consider a vehicle maintenance facility that would replace an existing 
facility at 6900 Newington Road.  The application number 2232-V09-39 calls primarily for the 
demolition of an out-of-date maintenance building after the completion of an up-to-date building 
elsewhere on the same site, but closer to an adjacent residential development south of Newington 
Road.  The application also provides sound barriers to the east and south, relocates a main 
entrance to a new location on Cinder Bed Road, and replans the paved parking areas which also 
serve as a storage lot for public school buses.  During the hearing the adjacent Newington Civic 
Association testified that the facility will violate noise criteria for such a facility, damage the root 
zone of trees in the adjacent LaVelle Dupelle County Park, and urged extra care should be taken 
during the site plan review stage to minimize the environmental damage when crossing the RPA 
with a new entrance, and so as to protect the root systems of as many mature trees as possible. 
The Commission, therefore, agreed to defer decision on the 2232 in order for the Department of 
Public Works and Environmental Services to respond to the testimony.  During the meetings and 
consultations since April 14, I and the Department has expedited the analysis of the testimony 
and made changes to the plans.  The changes are in the attachment to the application, which you 
were provided this evening.  I think it's this one copy here.  The attachments no longer disturb 
tree roots, violate noise criteria - - no longer violate noise criteria, and enhance the RPA.  Project 
Manager Ken Lim has even worked with the Newberry community to the south of Newington 
Road.  Newberry and the Newington Civic Association now endorse the revised plans before us.  
I, therefore, concur with staff's conclusion that the proposal by the Department of Public Works 
and Environmental Services, as amended, for a replacement vehicle maintenance facility at the 
site of the existing facility at 6900 Newington Road in Lorton, satisfies the criteria of location, 
character, and extent, as specified in Virginia Code Section 15.2-2232, as amended.  Therefore, 
Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FIND THE SUBJECT 
APPLICATION 2232-V09-39, AS AMENDED, SUBSTANTIALLY IN ACCORD WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Litzenberger.  Is there a discussion of the motion?  I'm not 
voting on this; I wasn't present for the public hearing.  What actually was amended here?  Mr. 
Jillson?  
 
David Jillson, Department of Planning and Zoning:  Mr. Chairman, the applicant provided some 
drawings that showed how the sound barrier wall on the east side of the property will be  
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designed or built so that it would avoid disturbing any trees that are on the park side over there 
and also showed that in a plan view - - showed what the extent where the wall will be located. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  So, it's just an explanation? 
 
Mr. Jillson:  That's right.  It just clarified the existing proposal. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  All right.  All those - - 
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  Well, Mr. Chairman, I'd just like to further say that the sound wall was 
within 7 feet of the lot line and the tree roots of the trees next - - on the other side of the lot line 
has now been moved out 10 feet, so it's now 17 feet away from the lot line, making it possible 
for there to be no disturbance of any of the root systems on the maintenance facility site.  And I 
was very pleased with the fact that they went beyond what I asked for really. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  I didn't think we could this? 
 
Mr. Jillson:  Engineering can work marvels.  
 
Chairman Murphy:  No, I mean I thought we couldn't amend this 2232. 
 
Mr. Jillson:  If the - - the application is still active, it hasn't been acted on so they were amending 
- - they were clarifying, they weren't - - they weren't adding to the proposal.  It doesn't change the 
scope of the project.  They were simply improving - - improving the conditions that were shown 
in the original application. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  I don't object to it.  I just wanted to make sure we were okay.   
 
Mr. Jillson:  Okay. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  All right.  All those in favor of the motion to approve 2232-V09-39, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  Motion carries.   
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  Mr. Chairman, abstain; not present for the public hearing. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Okay.  And I abstain too.   
 
// 
 
(The motion carried by a vote of 8-0-2 with Commissioners Murphy and Sargeant abstaining; 

ommissioners Hall and Harsel absent from the meeting.) C
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