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2232-V11-25 – FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY (WESTGROVE PARK   
INTERIM OFF-LEASH DOG AREA) 
 
After the Close of the Public Hearing 
 
 
Chairman Murphy: Public Hearing is closed; recognize Mr. Flanagan. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan: I'm glad everyone is exhausted so that we can bring this to an end before 
midnight. But first I would like to thank the 18 people who took the time to provide testimony tonight on 
the many aspects of planning. I think each one of you did a wonderful job. I'm immensely proud of the 
citizens I find myself among in Mount Vernon. The Commission, however, is limited by the 2232 process 
to only consider testimony related to the location, character, and extent of an interim off-leash dog feature 
within the Westgrove Park. There is no doubt about the fact that the interim use of the park - - what goes 
on in the park is the responsibility of the Park Authority. The Planning Commission does not plan the 
internal features of the parks, but we do hold public hearings to determine whether those are consistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan language in that regard. And I noted previously that - - at the present time 
the Comprehensive Plan does authorize neighborhood parks and local parks and they do require that they 
be generally within three miles, that the area serve an area about three miles in diameter. I would also like 
to note that I have tonight about a dozen comments or letters that I have received from testifiers who did 
not appear here tonight. And so I would like to submit them for the public record. And I do have also two 
written comments - letters that are different than the testimony; however, these two did testify tonight, but 
I'll submit them because they were just a little bit different than the public testimony. So I'll submit them 
for the record as well. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Without objection. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan: And I would also like to observe for everybody here that this has substantial 
support from the Mount Vernon Council - - both the Recreation and Environment Committee of the 
Council and of the Council itself. It has the support of all of the civic associations around there. I don't 
have one civic association around there that opposes this. That includes the Montebello that you just 
heard from, the Westgrove - - Mr. Torgeson, who did testify here, the Belle Haven Citizens Association, 
the Villamay Association, substantial populations, you know, that are looking forward to this - - in fact 
are giving me many telephone calls asking me how soon this can be approved. So as a consequence I 
came tonight prepared with a motion to approve. And I came with a motion to deny. But I must say that 
there has been so much testimony and there were some new features that were in the testimony. So 
instead, I'm going to - - Mr. Chairman, I'm going to - - because of the time and the testimony, I think I 
want to review these comments, both pro and con, before making a final decision. Therefore, I MOVE 
THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE DECISION ONLY ON APPLICATION 2232-
V11-25 TO A DATE CERTAIN OF MAY 31 - - that's two weeks away - - WITH THE RECORD TO 
REMAIN OPEN FOR WRITTEN COMMENTS. 
 
Commissioners Sargeant and Alcorn: Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Sargeant and Mr. Alcorn. Is there a discussion of the motion?  
 
Commissioner Lawrence: Mr. Chairman? Point of clarification. 
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Chairman Murphy: Sure. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence: During the pendency of the deferral period. Could we get the County Attorney 
to opine on whether or not Plan text is a barrier to our action here. The Plan text states very clearly that it 
should be developed in accordance with the approved Plan. And I think Commissioner Hart, as usual, put 
his finger on a problem. So maybe that can be looked at during – 
 
Commissioner Flanagan: Well, that's part of the testimony – questioning that – so therefore that's one of 
the things I intend to have determined. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence: Thank you. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Further discussion of the motion? All those in favor of the motion to defer decision 
only on 2232-V11-25 to a date certain of May 31st, with the record remaining open for comments, say 
aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. 
 
// 
 
(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioner Alcorn not present for the vote; 
Commissioners Hall and Litzenberger absent from the meeting.) 
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