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Commissioner Hart:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  The Planning Commission’s Environment 
Committee met this evening.  We had another discussion with staff regarding green building 
incentives.  The Committee also voted on a motion and that pursuant to the Bylaws, the full 
Commission is now going to take a vote, but I will defer to Commissioner de la Fe to restate 
what his motion as amended was. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  This is referred to the “no heartburn” motion.  The - - essentially, we 
have been briefed - - the Committee has been briefed on a green building methodology and 
concept of - - method of incentives and incentivizing the green building policies of the County.  
And, the staff is going to be meeting with the Board of Supervisors’ Environmental Committee 
and what the Committee would like the Planning Commission to back is a motion saying that 
indeed, this is a approach that we would back and subject to - - you know - - further discussion. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  And just to summarize the approach.  It would be some combination of 
tax incentives, a Green Building Fund, and - - what was the third item? 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Actually, those were - - those were the two - - the two major ones.  And 
the major thing is that the incentives that are being proposed will require General Assembly 
action. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Right.  And then the third one actually was expedited plan review. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Yes, okay. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  Mr. Chairman? 
 
Commissioner Hart:  Which we can do anyway. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Which we can do. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Ms. Harsel. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  Are we being asked to buy this pig tonight?  Or, are we going to have 
some little - - ? 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Only the concept of a pig rather than a sheep. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  No, I’m thinking about a pig and a poke. 
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Commissioner de la Fe:  No. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  I mean I would - - I don’t want to be buying something that I don’t know 
what it is.  You’re asking the whole Commission to vote on something that we’re not quite sure 
of or that we like the concept to go forward, or what are we being asked?  Usually when a 
committee brings something, Mr. Chairman, it’s written up and we get it and then the next time 
we meet we vote on it.  This is not going to happen with this? 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Unfortunately - - well, the Chairman can deal with that. 
 
Commissioner Hart:  Thank you. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Chairman of the Committee.  Thank you. 
 
Commissioner Hart:  My understanding was that the Bylaws required full Commission action 
following a committee action.  My understanding also was that due to the timeline the Board 
would be - - the staff presentation to the Board would be occurring before we next meet on June 
the 11th.  They’re going to the Board on the 9th and that staff wanted, I think, some sense from 
the Committee that they were going in the right direction and that the Committee was supportive 
of staff’s approach, further discussion of these incentives looking towards formulation of a 
program for the legislative agenda in Richmond, something for the Board to be voting on in 
December is my understanding.  Maybe someone else can add to that. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  It still doesn’t answer - - Mr. Chairman - -  
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Ms. Harsel. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  It still doesn’t answer my question. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  Mr. Chairman? 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Perhaps, I could restate the motion.  Mr. Sargeant, first. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  Would it be helpful, Mr. Chairman, if we were to amend the motion to 
add for a further review period of the Environment Committee and the Planning Commission 
following additional input from staff?  That allows the motion to go forward. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  You know, I’m just saying that usually if I’m not mistaken, like when 
we’ve done things at Policy and Procedures, the Committee will vote on it.  And I understand the 
rush.  The committee votes on it and then they bring it to us, we have it all nicely written out 
with not hay bales around for whoever animal is going to eat it.  And we study it and then the 
next week we vote as a whole Commission on it, but this time we’re not.  So, what are we voting 
on?  I’m still confused. 
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Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Let me see if I can restate Commissioner de la Fe’s motion.  Perhaps, it 
is - - 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  He made a motion? 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  At the Committee. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  At the Committee. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  Oh. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Well, perhaps there’s a motion.  Let me state it.  Maybe someone can 
make it.  That the Planning Commission would encourage the Board of Supervisors and staff to 
continue to explore proposed incentives for green building, including expedited plan review, tax 
incentives, and the Green Fund. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  Read that again.  It’s right there.  Someone wrote it up for you. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  No, I just wrote it up.  THE PLANNING COMMISSION WOULD 
ENCOURAGE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND STAFF TO CONTINUE TO 
EXPLORE PROPOSED INCENTIVES FOR GREEN BUILDING, INCLUDING EXPEDITED 
PLAN REVIEW, TAX INCENTIVES, AND A GREEN FUND. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  But not limited. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Correct. 
 
Commissioner Hall:  Mr. Chairman? 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  And, actually I’ll make that motion. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Second. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Seconded by Commissioner de la Fe.  Commissioner Hall. 
 
Commissioner Hall:  Essentially, you’re saying, “This is a good idea to look into that.”   
 
Commissioner Harsel:  Yes. 
 
Commissioner Hall:  We’re not really voting on approving anything, just that - -  
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Keep going. 
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Commissioner Hall:  This is where we need to be going for the future and I don’t have any 
troubles supporting that motion. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Mr. Chairman? 
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  No heartburn. 
 
Commissioner Hall:  No heartburn. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Any further discussion?  Commissioner de la Fe. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  Mr. Chairman, as I stated the motion in Committee, we have no 
heartburn with what is being - - going to be discussed with the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Okay.  Any additional discussion? 
 
Commissioner de la Fe:  You would have understood that. 
 
Commissioner Harsel:  Yes. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  Motion has been made and seconded.  All those in favor of the motion 
to encourage the Board of Supervisors and staff to continue exploring proposed incentives for 
green building, including expedited plan review, tax incentives, and a Green Fund, please say 
aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn:  All those opposed?  That motion carries. 
 
// 
 
(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioners Lusk and Murphy absent from the 
meeting.) 
 
KAD 


