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SE 2007-MA-021 - GHANA-AMERICAN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Decision Only During Commission Matters
(Public Hearing on November 29, 2007)

Commissioner Hall: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If you recall, sometime ago there was a very
interesting application that came before the Commission from Mason District. The number was
SE 2007-MA-021, Ghana-American Community Association. What was very interesting about
it is they were coming in for a public use, but in fact they were a church. However, they wanted
to continue to be a church, which was not on their application, which created quite a puzzlement
here for the Commission, including this Commissioner and our community as a whole. Well, it’s
taken a while, but all of it has been worked out. There is an addendum. There’s some very
minor little changes about parking reduction, which has been approved by the Board of
Supervisors. And we are now finally ready to move forward with this application. If you recall,
there was one speaker, who represented the owner of the building that was being leased to the
SEC. However, all of his concerns have been addressed. And therefore, | MOVE THAT THE
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF SE 2007-MA-021, SUBJECT
TO THE DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE DATED JUNE 10,
2008.

Commissioner de la Fe: Second.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Seconded by Commissioner de la Fe. Any discussion? All those in
favor of recommending that the Board of Supervisors approve SE 2007-MA-021, subject to the
development conditions dated June 10, 2008, please say aye.

Commissioners: Aye.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: All those opposed?

Commissioner Litzenberger: One abstention.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Okay, and one abstention.

Commissioner Litzenberger: That was before my time.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Okay. A good reason to abstain. That motion carries with one
abstention.

Commissioner Hall: All right.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Did we all say “aye”?
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Commissioner de la Fe: Donahue - -
Vice Chairman Alcorn:; Oh.

Commissioner Harsel: No, no, no. We heard it when Donahue - - | think, I think Litzenberger
was at another function.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: You were right. Let the record reflect Commissioner Litzenberger was
not in attendance for the public hearing, but otherwise the motion passes.

Commissioner Litzenberger: It says on the record here the public hearing was 29 November *07.
Is that correct?

Commissioner Harsel: Oh, Donahue wasn’t here.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Okay.

Commissioner Donahue: Oh, let me clarify so there’s no - -

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Okay.

Commissioner Donahue: | - - it is always my presumption that as long as | read the staff report
and have a positive feeling toward the approval in general that | would be qualified to vote. If
I’m incorrect, | will abstain, but - -

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Yes, generally it’s our - - it’s our - - | believe it’s in the Bylaws that
generally we would want to view the videotape of the public hearing to participate, but you’re

welcome to abstain if - -

Commissioner Donahue: In that case, I think everybody will be happier if | abstain, so | will
abstain, Mr. Chairman.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: That actually is - - so let two abstentions be recorded on the vote.
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(The motion carried by a vote of 8-0-2 with Commissioners Donahue and Litzenberger
abstaining; Commissioners Murphy and Sargeant absent from the meeting.)
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