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RZ 2009-MV-018 – SCANNELL PROPERTIES #117, LLC AND SCANNELL PROPERTIES 
#82, LLC 
 
After the Close of the Public Hearing 
 
 
Chairman Murphy:  The public hearing is closed.  Mr. Flanagan. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I think that I'd like to start out by saying a 
little about the background of this.  This application was filed a year ago in July in 2009.  And on 
last January 15th, it was deferred indefinitely because of various problems that staff identified 
that looked like it would require a longer negotiation period than we could estimate at the time it 
came up.  And one of the most significant ones was that the land - - this is a landfill that was 
filled up to above the glide path limitation that the Federal Aviation Administration had 
established for planes landing at the Fort Belvoir Airport.  So, you should be aware of that.  A lot 
of time was spent, I think that the applicant will agree, in being ensured that the reconfiguration 
of this landfill could be - - the land could be reduced enough to accommodate buildings.  So, the 
buildings that are there now have only two-story height limitations due to the fact that they are - - 
once if they get above two stories why they protrude up into that glide path.  So, we do - - we 
had that sort of limitation on the project right off the bat that made it difficult to consider a lot of 
the other things like whether there could be - - it could be used for a 90-foot ball field with lights, 
that was one of the things we were hoping to put there that turned out to be impossible.  And, we 
also had a large 60-acre RPA along Accotink Creek to deal with as well because that serves sort 
of as a barrier to access in and out of the site.  And we - - it was preferred to cross the RPA rather 
than to come in from Cinder Bed Road, which had - - posed terrible transportation problems that 
the Transportation staff was not willing to approve, so they were proposing denial of the 
application if we had that - - those problems were not solved.  The park I was - - I mentioned 
previously.  And with all of those problems, we did then start out negotiations with the Land Use 
Committee of the South County Federation and the applicant Scannell Properties and  
Mr. Scannell, who's here this evening, worked very closely with the Land Use Committee of the 
South County Federation, and we were able to eventually craft the proffers that you now have 
before you.  The - - and that included the most immediate neighborhood, the Newington Civic 
Association, which has already got a lot of industrial problems, not the least of which was the 
bus maintenance yard that we previously just worked on recently.  And so, they're very sensitive 
to the other improvements that are being proposed in this area.  I think that what we've come up 
with is basically a wonderful benefit - - will be a wonderful benefit, not only to Mount Vernon 
District but to Fairfax County as well.  The plan that Mr. Scannell has been able to provide for 
our consideration, I think, goes a long ways toward really improving this rather neglected part of 
Fairfax County.  And David Gill, as you could see demonstrated this evening, has been a 
wonderful person for me to deal with and for the community to deal with, and he deserves an 
awful lot of credit for coming up with the proffers.  So, I - - and he's demonstrated that again this 
evening by coming up with a - - on a - - on his legs, a solution to a - - a kind of a thorny issue.  
And, I'm willing to let these issues - - you know - - to be - - if anybody wants to take anything,  
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suggest anything different, why they can take it up with the Board of Supervisors.  So 
consequently, therefore, I'm pleased to MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMEND THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVE RZ 2009-MV-018, 
SUBJECT TO THE EXECUTION OF PROFFERS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE DATED 
JULY 22, 2010, AS AGREED TO BE AMENDED TONIGHT BY THE APPLICANT. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Alcorn.  Is there a discussion of the motion?  All those in 
favor of the motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it approve RZ 2009-MV-018, 
say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  Motion carries.   
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  Thank you.  And lastly, Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
APPROVE A MODIFICATION OF THE INTERIOR PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING 
REQUIREMENTS, TO ALLOW 2.5 PERCENT INTERIOR PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING 
AND MODIFIED PLANTINGS DUE TO CLEARANCE EASEMENT HEIGHT 
RESTRICTIONS FROM THE ADJACENT FORT BELVOIR AIRSTRIP. 
 
Commissioners Litzenberger and Alcorn:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Litzenberger and Mr. Alcorn.  Discussion?  All those in 
favor of the motion, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  Motion carries.   
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  And lastly, Mr. Chairman, I would like to really once again thank  
Mr. Scannell and Mr. Gill for doing a wonderful job in coming up with an acceptable set of 
proffers that the community is happy to support.   
 
Chairman Murphy:  Thank you very much. 
 
// 
 
(The motions carried unanimously with Commissioners Harsel and Sargeant absent from the 
meeting.) 
 
KAD 


