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2232-L07-02 - NEXTEL COMMUNICATIONS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC, 
INC./FRANCONIA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT INC. 
SEA 80-L-127-03 - NEXTEL COMMUNICATIONS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC, INC./ 
FRANCONIA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT INC.  
 
After Close of the Public Hearing 
 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Public hearing is closed; recognize Mr. Lusk. 
 
Commissioner Lusk:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I wish that all 2232 monopole requests in Lee 
District could go as smoothly as this request by Nextel Communications.  As we’ve heard from 
the applicant, Nextel is seeking to locate a 107-foot high tree monopole at Franconia Volunteer 
Fire Department, located at 6304 Beulah Street.  I want to publicly thank the applicant’s 
representative, Ms. Blue, for making a number of key changes to the original request, which 
resulted in mitigating a number of impacts to the neighboring residential communities to the east 
and to the north.  Following our first balloon test, it was clear that a standard 120-plus foot 
monopole, located at the eastern portion of the property, would result in adverse visual impacts 
to the residential communities in both the Walhaven and the Valley View communities.  To the 
applicant’s credit, its representative worked with staff and this Planning Commissioner to reduce 
the height to 107 feet.  They also agreed to camouflage and make this a tree monopole, which I 
think helped considerably.  And they also relocated to the northern - - northwestern-most corner 
of the site to take advantage of the mature trees that are currently in existing tree buffer and also 
gave the fire station building an opportunity to help screen it as well.  In the end, these changes 
significantly mitigated these outstanding concerns and resulted in both the approval 
recommendation from the staff and the support from the Lee District Land Use Committee.  And 
for the record, I’ll say it is extremely hard, extremely hard to get monopole applications through 
that committee.  They are very tenacious about working through the issues and we vet them with 
many, many sessions, so this one went probably the easiest since I’ve been on the Planning 
Commission.  So, again I give some credit to the applicant’s representative for addressing the 
concerns early.  This application satisfies the criteria of character, location, and extent, as 
specified in the Code of Virginia.  And with that, Mr. Chairman, I’ll now make a motion.  I 
MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FIND THAT THE FACILITY PROPOSED 
UNDER 2232-L07-02 SATISFIES THE CRITERIA OF LOCATION, CHARACTER, AND 
EXTENT, AS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 15.2-2232 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, AND IS 
SUBSTANTIALLY IN ACCORD WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Alcorn:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Alcorn.  Is there a discussion of the 
motion?  All those in favor of the motion to approve 2232-L07-02, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 



Planning Commission Meeting                                                                                               Page 2 
July 31, 2008 
2232-L07-02 and SEA 80-L-127-03 
 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  Motion carries.  Mr. Lusk. 
 
Commissioner Lusk:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Second motion.  I MOVE THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF  
SEA 80-L-127-03, SUBJECT TO DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS NOW DATED JULY 17, 
2008. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Alcorn:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Alcorn.  Discussion?  All those in favor of 
the motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it approve SEA 80-L-127-03, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  Motion carries.   
 
Commissioner Lusk:  Mr. Chairman, I move - -  
 
Chairman Murphy:  Mr. Lusk. 
 
Commissioner Lusk:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I MOVE THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF A WAIVER OF THE 
TRANSITIONAL SCREENING REQUIREMENTS ALONG THE NORTHERN AND 
EASTERN PROPERTY LINES. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Alcorn:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Alcorn.  Discussion?  All those in favor of 
the motion, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  Motion carries.   
 
Commissioner Lusk:  And then finally, Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF A 
WAIVER OF THE BARRIER REQUIREMENT ALONG THE EASTERN PROPERTY LINE. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Alcorn:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Alcorn.  Discussion?  All those in 
favor, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
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Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  Motion carries.  Thank you very much. 
 
Commissioner Lusk:  Mr. Chairman, if I could.  I’d like to thank the staff.  We actually held a 
couple of balloon tests.  We went out and drove many times through several of the 
neighborhoods, and I think it made a difference in helping us determine how best to site, and 
using the tree camouflage monopole was obviously the best option.  So again, I would like to 
commend Anita Capps and then St. Clair Williams for their efforts.  So, thank you very much. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Thank you.  Thank you, Mr. St. Clair Williams and Ms. Capps.  Is there 
anyone here from the Fire Department?  No one came.  Okay.  Thank them for what they do. 
 
// 
 
(The motions carried unanimously with Commissioners Donahue and Hall absent from the 
meeting.) 
 
KAD 
 
 
 


