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SE 2008-LE-027 – TRUSTEES, SPRINGFIELD MASONIC LODGE 217 
 
After Close of the Public Hearing 
 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Without objection, the public hearing is closed; recognize Mr. Lusk.   
 
Commissioner Lusk:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  The Springfield Masonic Lodge is seeking 
approval of a Special Exception 2008-LE-027, to permit its buildings to be leased out for use as a 
place of worship.  Special Exception and Special Permit applications are necessary to resolve a 
notice of violation that was issued on the property back on October 24, 2006.  This violation is 
centered on the Lodge's operation of a church and several prayer groups on the site.  So by way 
of background, back in 1977 the Lodge gained approval for a memorial Masonic temple with a 
maximum membership of 500, seating capacity of 230, with hours of operation from roughly 9 
a.m. to 11:30 p.m., with a maximum of 90 parking spaces.  This approval was also permitted to 
the Lodge to host Eastern Star meetings and their practices.  So, this 1977 approval unfortunately 
does not permit the Lodge's current rental of its property for use as a place of worship, and we've 
learned as a result of this notice of violation, the Lodge had been leasing this property out to four 
discrete groups.  The Lodge has filed this Special Exception and their Special Permit 
applications to bring these uses into compliance with the Zoning Ordinance.  So, we have a 
recommendation of approval from staff, and we also have the Lee District Land Use Committee 
supporting both the Special Exception and the Special Permit applications.  And again, these 
applications meet all the General Standards for both SEs as well as SPs, and they also meet the 
Category 3, Private Club Use Standards, as well.  So, at this point there are no outstanding issues 
with this request.  So, Mr. Chairman, I would now MOVE THAT THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF  
SE 2008-LE-027, SUBJECT TO THE DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS, WHICH ARE NOW 
DATED OCTOBER 22, 2009. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Alcorn:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Alcorn.  Is there a discussion of the 
motion?  All those in favor of the motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it 
approve SE 2008-LE-027, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed?  Motion carries.  Thank you very much.  Good job, Mr. Johnson.  
Thank you, Ms. Sobers.  Take the rest of the night off. 
 
// 
 
(The motion carried unanimously.) 
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