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S11-IV-LP2 – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT (LAUREL HILL ADAPTIVE 
REUSE AREA) 
 
After Close of the Public Hearing 
 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Without objection, public hearing is closed; recognize Mr. Flanagan. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think that - - first of all, I’d like to 
compliment Chris Caperton and Leanna O’Donnell, you know, for the excellent work they’ve 
done since December of 2011, to work with the community, the Land Use Committee, and of the 
Federation - - and the Federation itself. And the - - the Architectural Review Board as well has 
approved this particular application to change the Comprehensive Plan. And I myself am - - and 
I think Commissioner Sargeant have also participated in the - - the development of a resolution 
by the Land Use Committee and the Federation, which I would like to enter into the record. I 
have it here with me tonight, in which they have resolved that the South County Federation does 
not oppose the Laurel Hill Adaptive Reuse Area Plan Amendment. I think it’s rather interesting 
to note that the Land Use Committee never recommends - - never supports anything. They 
always do not oppose, so even though it says, “do not oppose,” that means - - that really is a very 
complimentary recommendation.  
 
Chairman Murphy:  Sounds lukewarm to me. I don’t know. Maybe they should vote on 
something every once in a while. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan: But as staff has described, the Board of Supervisors adopted the land - - 
the Laurel Hill Adaptive Reuse Area Master Plan document in 2010, and that was after a two-
year public engagement process with the understanding that the Plan would be further refined 
and brought before the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors for a Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment. The Board authorized staff to begin review of the Plan Amendment in 
December of 2011, and staff’s recommendation to the Plan Amendment have now been 
described by staff tonight. The Plan language provides for a mix of uses for the former prison 
site and for the redevelopment of the majority of the historic structures as well as new 
development. I’ve been pleased to be a part of that process, and I MOVE THAT THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THE 
ADOPTION OF THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR PLAN AMENDMENT S11-IV-LP2 
FOR THE LAUREL HILL ADAPTIVE REUSE AREA, AS DESCRIBED IN THE STAFF’S 
REPORT DATED OCTOBER 17, 2012, AND THE STAFF REPORT ADDENDUM DATED 
NOVEMBER 1, 2012. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Seconded by Mr. Sargeant. Is there a discussion of that motion? I just want 
to also thank Commissioner Sargeant who has been actually working on this since he’s been 12 
years old. Is there discussion of the motion? 
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Commissioner Sargeant:  Mr. - - Mr. Chairman, if I could just add a couple of comments on this 
point if - - if that would be okay. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Please. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  This is really an important milestone in the history of what we now call 
“Laurel Hill,” this former District of Columbia Department of Corrections site. We’ve reached a 
point I think in this planning process where we will be able to infuse new life into these old 
prison buildings. And I’d like to acknowledge as well, Chris Caperton and Leanna O’Donnell, 
who follow a succession of - - of County Planning staff who - - who have all contributed, I think, 
to the vision and public input process since the mid-1990s. Thank you very much. And that’s 
when we were first asked to develop a Reuse Plan for the entire site - - quite - - not just the 
former prison buildings. I think the Adaptive Reuse Plans for the buildings have been a 
challenging task in and of themselves, in some ways more so than planning for the entire site 
because of the intricacies of those buildings - - the complexities. Chris and Leanna, I - - I think 
you’ve continued to demonstrate your talent and medal to get through this and to help us reach 
that point in the Adaptive Reuse process for the Reformatory/Penitentiary site, so congratulations 
and thank you. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Further discussion of the motion? Are you folks on the Task Force and - - or 
you just waiting for the next case? 
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  Not yet. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Because there isn’t one. Have you - - have you been working on this as a 
citizen or staff? 
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  Mr. Chairman, some of those - - some of the residents are from the 
Spring Hill community and they have been active participants throughout the process and we 
were very, very glad they’ve been participating. Great input, great comment, great leadership for 
that community, and others have been participating quite the while. So - - 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Yes. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant:  A lot of good citizen input on this. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Yes, I wanted to thank you also because without your support, none of this 
would be really possible in this school of fashion so thanks a lot. All those in favor of the motion 
to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it adopt Plan Amendment S11-IV-LP2, say aye. 
 
Commissioners:  Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy:  Opposed? Motion carries. Thank you very much. Thank you, Chris. Thank 
you, Leanna. Great work to you and all the other staff folks. 
 
// 
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(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioners Alcorn, de la Fe, Donahue, and Hurley 
absent from the meeting.) 
 
KAD 


