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Commissioner Donahue: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. Last week - November 29th, I think it 
was - we had a public hearing, RZ 2012-DR-017, Christopher and Karen Barth. We had the 
public hearing, finished the public hearing. I asked for a motion to delay the decision only for 
one week. And the main reason I did that was, I wanted to look a little bit further into and get a 
little bit more comfortable with the spot zoning issue. The case is - - and I guess the most 
prominent case we have on this says if a rezoning advances the welfare and interests of an entire 
county as part of the overall zoning plan, it is not an illegal spot zoning. Now, there are a number 
- I was, I was just a touch troubled by the wording ‘of an entire county.’ And it goes on to say ‘as 
part of an overall zoning plan.’ But the more I looked into it and consulted with the County 
Attorney, I really have no problems at all moving to approve this application at this point in time. 
I hope the whole Commission will agree with that. That the wording is part of an overall zoning 
plan is what branches this out into a County issue. And the reason for that is if anybody reads 
through the Comprehensive Plan, as we have all done at one point in time or another, particularly 
the residential parts of it, you will see how frequently the Comprehensive Plan encourages us to 
make land use decisions in a manner that will maintain the integrity of our residential 
neighborhoods. As I watched this case come down and as I visited the site, it became more and 
more apparent to me that doing good residential infill on this empty site is the best decision to 
advance the interests of this residential neighborhood. This site - - I think it would be appropriate 
to call it a minor eyesore right now. It’s a little overgrown. It has some cans and bottles and so 
forth on it. It’s being well maintained by the owner. Don’t get me wrong. But the best way to 
maintain this site in a way that is in the best interests of this neighborhood is to put infill 
residential development on it and allow it to be cared for by a homeowner who is going to be 
interested in maintaining their financial investment. It’s just that simple. If you take also what the 
applicant has agreed to do – and there are a number of things they have agreed to do that were 
talked about last week, the biggest one as far as I’m concerned is rebuilding the Idylwood 
sidewalk to ADA requirements. That sidewalk can act as a major residential piece of 
infrastructure in that neighborhood. And I think it’s important that it does. And I think when you 
look at that and the various other things that advance the interests of the neighborhood, I think 
this is not an illegal spot zoning. I think it’s fine. I do want to thank and commend Megan Brady 
and the staff for persuading the applicant that the sidewalk really would be a very good idea. And 
I want to thank the applicant for agreeing to do it. And with that Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
APPROVAL OF RZ 2012-DR-017, SUBJECT TO THE EXECUTION OF PROFFERS 
CONSISTENT WITH THOSE DATED NOVEMBER 19TH, 2012. 
 
Commissioners Alcorn and Litzenberger: Second. 
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Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Alcorn and Mr. Litzenberger. Is there a discussion of the 
motion? All those in favor of the motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it 
approve RZ 2012-DR-017, say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. 
 
Commissioner Donahue: I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF A WAIVER OF CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE SIDEWALK AND ROAD FRONTAGE IMPROVEMENTS ON REDD ROAD. 
 
Commissioners Litzenberger and Alcorn: Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Litzenberger and Mr. Alcorn. Is there a discussion of that 
motion? All those in favor of the motion, say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. 
 
Commissioner Donahue: I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF A WAIVER OF CONSTRUCTION OF 
ROAD FRONTAGE IMPROVEMENTS ON IDYLWOOD ROAD. 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Litzenberger. Is there a discussion of that motion? All those 
in favor of the motion, say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. 
 
Commissioner Donahue: And finally, Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF A 
WAIVER OF THE TRAIL REQUIREMENT ALONG IDYLWOOD ROAD, SUBJECT TO 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A FIVE-FOOT WIDE CONCRETE SIDEWALK OR A SIX-FOOT 
WIDE ASPHALT PATH, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL, 
ACROSS THE PROPERTY'S IDYLWOOD ROAD FRONTAGE. 
 
Commissioner Litzenberger: Second. 
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Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Litzenberger. Is there a discussion? All those in favor of 
that motion, say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. 
 
// 
 
(The motions carried unanimously. ) 
 
JN 
 


	RZ 2012-DR-017 – CHRISTOPHER AND KAREN BARTH
	RZ 2012-DR-017
	RZ 2012-DR-017

