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During Commission Matters 
 
 
Commissioner Donahue: Mr. Chairman, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. On SEA 85-D-
033-02, better known as the Rail Yard, we had hoped to have things straightened out by this 
evening. We were still finalizing conditions yesterday afternoon and decided at that point in time 
that, rather than try to bring what is going to be a fair amount of material to the Commission 
without much chance for you to look at it, it really would be better off to put this off until later in 
January. And therefore, Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
DEFER THE DECISION ONLY HEARING FOR SEA 85-D-033-02 TO A DATE CERTAIN 
OF JANUARY 21ST, 2010, WITH THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN FOR WRITTEN AND 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence: Second. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Lawrence. Is there a discussion of the motion? 
 
Commissioner de la Fe: Mr. Chairman? 
 
Chairman Murphy: Mr. de la Fe. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe: Mr. Chairman, I have a question of Mr. Donahue. We keep deferring 
this. And the last time we deferred it, or at the public hearing, I can’t remember when, we 
received a letter from Metro saying that unless this was approved relatively soon they would not 
be able to open the Silver Line until the second phase was finished. I realize that there may be 
some negotiating tactics there; however, those of us who want to see the Silver Line first phase 
completed on time and on schedule by 2013 are becoming concerned that this may be delayed, 
you know, so often that it might actually interfere with the ability of the Silver Line phase to be 
completed to the end of the line, which is where we are interested in. We are in the process of 
building a project at Wiehle and we would hate to have an empty project designed for 2013 if the 
line isn’t going to open until 2017, because we keep delaying this. There is a yard there; I don’t 
understand what the problem is. 
 
Commissioner Donahue: I certainly appreciate your concern, Commissioner. Living in Herndon 
and often going into the District, and being interested in what’s going on around Herndon, no 
one is more desirous to get this moving than I am. Let me assure you of that. Just this evening, I 
spoke with officials from the applicant and I was told that they have to get to the Board of 
Supervisors’ meeting February 23rd, and I assure you that will happen. At least as far as the 
Planning Commission is concerned, that date will be honored. 
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Commissioner de la Fe: We can either recommend approval or denial, but we must send that to 
the Board of Supervisors for their decision. 
 
Commissioner Donahue: I understand. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe: Thank you. 
 
Commissioner Hart: Mr. Chairman? 
 
Chairman Murphy: Mr. Hart. 
 
Commissioner Hart: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just have a request. If it’s possible, if we’re 
going to be voting on this the night of January 21st, there’s obviously going to be new 
development conditions that we haven’t seen yet. If there’s a way to get them in advance and not 
passed out the night of the vote, I would appreciate that. 
 
Commissioner Donahue: We have also discussed that with staff and I have been assured that you 
will have them well before, well before, the night of January 21st. 
 
Commissioner Hart: Thank you, Chairman. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn: Mr. Chairman? 
 
Chairman Murphy: Mr. Alcorn. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn: Yes, just to follow up on that. You know, a while ago, we used to have a 
tradition where we would try to get conditions like that circulated at least 24 hours before the 
hearing. We might want to talk about that at some point. But particularly in this case, I look 
forward to seeing those at least a day or so in advance of the decision. 
 
Commissioner Donahue: I think, and I’m going to refer to staff for this for just a second, but I 
would be a little surprised if you didn’t see development conditions coming to you before the 
holidays. Is that – 
 
St. Clair Williams, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning: Yes. Based 
on where we are now, you should be able to get them even before the holidays. So, you’ll have 
them several weeks before the decision only. 
 
Chairman Murphy: Okay. Is there further discussion of the motion? All those in favor of the 
motion to defer decision only, with the record remaining open on item SEA 85-D-033-02, to a 
date certain of January 21st, say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
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Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. 
 
// 
 
(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioners Flanagan, Harsel, Lusk, and Sargeant 
absent from the meeting.) 
 
JN 
 


