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  Section 82-4-10.  Maximum and minimum 

speed limits; posting of school zones. 
(For similar state law, see Va. Code Ann., 
§ 46.2-878.) 
  
…...(F)   Twenty-five (25) miles per hour be-
tween portable signs, tilt-over signs, or fixed 
blinking signs placed in or along any high-
way bearing the term "school" or "school       
crossing." Such word or words shall indicate 
that schoolchildren are present in the       
vicinity. Any signs erected under this Section 
shall be placed not more than six hundred 
(600) feet from the limits of the school     
property or crossing in the vicinity of the 
school, which is used by children going to 
and from the school; provided, that "school 
crossing" signs may be placed in any        
location if the Department of Highways and 
Transportation or the Board of Supervisors 
of the County maintaining the system of   
secondary roads approves the crossing for 
such signs. It shall be the duty of the       
principal or chief administrative officer of 
each school or some responsible person 
designated by the school board, preferably 
not a classroom teacher, to place such    
portable signs in the highway at a point not 
more than six hundred (600) feet from the 
limits of the school property and remove 
such signs when their presence is no longer 
required by this Subsection. Such portable 
signs, tilt-over signs, or fixed blinking signs 
shall be placed in a position plainly visible to 
vehicular traffic approaching from either    
direction but shall not be placed so as to   
obstruct the roadway. Such portable signs,    
tilt-over signs, or blinking signals shall be in 
a position, or be turned on, for thirty (30) 
minutes preceding regular school hours and 
for thirty (30) minutes thereafter and during 
such other as the times as the presence of 
children on such school property or going to 
and from school reasonably requires a     
special warning to motorists. 

SCHOOL BUSES 
• A driver who fails to stop for a school bus which is loading or  

discharging students is guilty of reckless driving. 
• A driver need not stop when the school bus is on the other side 

of a divided roadway separated by a median or barrier. 
• The school bus must have warning lights, be painted yellow, and 

have the words “School Bus” on the front and rear. 
• However, failure of the warning lights to flash does not relieve 

drivers of the duty to stop. (Section 82-6-12.  Failure to use school bus warning de-
vices not to relieve motorist from duty. (Similar 46.2-1090.) 

 

SCHOOL ZONES 
• School zones must be marked by permanent flashing signs or 

temporary removable signs when there is a traffic risk to 
school children (30 minutes before and after school). 

• The speed limit in the area between school zone signs 
is 25 miles per hour. 

• Speeding or improper driving in a school zone is not 
automatically reckless driving but may be if it          
constitutes a danger to life, limb or property. 
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