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Sully District Station Neighborhood Safety Survey 

The Fairfax County Police Department has recently opened the Sully District Station 

which services your neighborhood. In an effort to learn about your community, we 

request that you fill out the following survey. We appreciate any input you are willing 

to provide us. Please be aware that we are not asking for any personal information and 

you are not required to provide your name or address on this form. 

76 surveys completed out of 143 units (53% Response Rate) 

Please Circle Your Answers: 

1. How long have you lived in Sunset Knolls? 

a) Less than a year b) 1-5 years c) 5 or more years 

Response # Percentage 
Less than a year 18 23.68 
1-5 years 44 57.89 
5 or more years 9 11.84 
Did not respond 5 6.58 
Total 76 100.00 

Number of Years In Sunset Knolls 
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2. What are the ages of your children? 

(Result Tabulation Not Possible) 



3. How safe is your neighborhood? 

Very Safe Safe Neutral Dangerous Veiy Dangerous 

Response # Percentage 
Very Safe 8 10.53 
Safe 14 18.42 
Neutral 36 47.37 
Dangerous 13 17.11 
Very Dangerous 3 3.95 
Did not respond 2 2.63 
Total 76 100.00 

How Safe Is Your Neighborhood? 
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4. How would you describe the relationship between the residents of Sunset Knolls and 
the Fairfax County Police Department? 

Very Positive Positive Neutral Negative Veiy Negative 

Response # Percentage 
Very Positive 16 21.05 
Positive 37 48.68 
Neutral 21 27.63 
Negative 0 0.00 
Very Negative 1 1.32 
Did not respond 1 1.32 
Total 76 100.00 
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5. How satisfied are you with the maintenance and upkeep of Sunset Knolls? 

Veiy Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied 

Response # Percentage 
Very Satisfied 7 9.21 
Satisfied 15 19.74 
Neutral 18 23.68 
Dissatisfied 21 27.63 
Very Dissatisfied 14 18.42 
Did not respond 1 1.32 
Total 76 100.00 

Satisfaction With Maintenance/Upkeep 

18% 
1% 9% r 20% 

28% 

• Very Satisfied 

a Satisfied 

• Neutral 

• Dissatisfied 

• Very Dissatisfied 

• Did not respond 

24% 

- 6 -



6. How would you describe criminal activity in your neighborhood? Check which 
answer applies? 

Serious Problem 

Theft: 

Problem Slight Problem No Problem Not sure 

Response # Percentage 

Serious Problem 10 13.16 

Problem 15 19.74 

Slight Problem 4 5.26 

No Problem 13 17.11 

Not Sure 6 7.89 

Did not respond 28 36.84 

Total 76 100.00 

Criminal Activity Perception: Theft 

13% 

m Serious Problem 
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Public Drinking: 

Response # Percentage | 

Serious Problem 17 22.37 

Problem 18 23.68 

Slight Problem 9 11.84 

No Problem 8 10.53 

Not Sure 3 3.95 

Did not respond 21 27.63 
Total 76 100.00 
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Domestic Disputes: 

Response # Percentage 

Serious Problem 8 10.53 

Problem 10 13.16 

Slight Problem 3 3.95 

No Problem 15 19.74 

Not Sure 11 14.47 

Did not respond 29 38.16 

Total 76 100.00 

Criminal Activity Perception: Domestic Disputes 
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Noise Violations: 

I Response # Percentage I 

Serious Problem 11 14.47 

Problem 16 21.05 

Slight Problem 10 13.16 

No Problem 15 19.74 

Not Sure 2 2.63 

Did not respond 22 28.95 

Total 76 100.00 
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Assaults: 

Gangs: 

Response # Percentage 

Serious Problem 1 1.32 

Problem 10 13.16 

Slight Problem 5 6.58 

No Problem 20 26.32 
Not Sure 10 13.16 

Did not respond 30 39.47 
Total 76 100.00 

Criminal Activity Perception: Assaults 
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| Response # Percentage 
Serious Problem 7 9.21 
Problem 13 17.11 
Slight Problem 2 2.63 
No Problem 17 22.37 
Not Sure 9 • 11.84 
Did not respond 28 36.84 
Total 76 100.00 
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Drugs: 

Response # Percentage 
Serious Problem 7 9.21 
Problem 11 14.47 
Slight Problem 4 5.26 
No Problem 16 21.05 
Not Sure 9 11.84 
Did not respond 29 38.16 
Total 76 100.00 
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7. Do you feel the problems, if any, in Sunset Knolls are caused by: (circle one) 

Residents Non-Residents No Problems 

Response # Percentage 
Residents 30 39.47 
Non-Residents 30 39.47 
Both 16 21.05 
No Problems 0 0.00 
Total 76 100.00 

Who causes problems in Sunset Knolls? 
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8. Since moving into Sunset Knolls, have you been a victim of a crime? 
(Circle one) Yes or No 

Response # Percentage 
Yes 10 13.16 
No 61 80.26 
No Response 5 6.58 
Total 76 100.00 

Have you been a victim of a crime? 

7% 13% 

80% 

Comments: 

1) A Hispanic drunk walked into my apartment without permission. 
2) Our bicycles were stolen twice. 
3) I'm not considering a noise violation criminal activity. There are no serious noise violations in this 

community. 
4) Only noise violations. 
5) A friend of mime was a victim of a strong arm robbery. 
6) I have not been a victim, but heard about people that have been victims of problems 
7) People are victimized because parents don't watch their children. 
8) My car was broken into and my stereo system was stolen. My car was also damage. 
9) I have seen people selling drugs, but I do not say anything, because I'm afraid. 
10) I have been the victim of insults by older people. • 
11)1 have been the victim of larceny and vehicle tampering. 
12) I have been a victim of larceny; my chairs were stolen from my patio. 
13) Drinking in public is common in this community. 
14) My car was stolen, my tools were stolen. 
15) Drinking in public is a regular problem. 
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9. Are you aware that there is a Police Field Office in Sunset Knolls? 
(Circle one) Yes Or No 

Response # Percentage 
Yes 58 76.32 
No 14 18.42 
No Response 4 5.26 
Total 76 100.00 

Are you aware of the Police Field Office? 

5% 
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10. Would you be willing to join a Neighborhood Watch Program? 
(Circle one) Yes or No 

Response # Percentage 
Yes 52 68.42 
No 20 26.32 
No Response 4 5.26 
Total 76 100.00 

Willing to Join Neighborhood Watch? 

5% 
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Answers to Survey Question #11 

How do you think the Police and the residents of the Sunset knolls can work together to better your 
community? 
(Please write the answers) 

Answers 

1) The community should be take a more positive attitude towards resolving problems in the community and 
the resident should communicate better with the Police so that they can more efficiently exercise their 
duties. The community should also educate themselves better. They should make a better effort at keeping 
the area clean 
2) The community should have more contact with the Police. 
3) I think it will be good for us to work together. 
4) Better parental education is necessary. More bilingual officers are necessary so that the people will trust 
them and approach them. 
5) There should be better communication, more patrols, community meetings and briefings. 
6) I think any type of written communication like the one my family and I received today is a good way to 
keep the community informed. It is much appreciated that the Police will take this community into 
consideration. Thank you! 
7) Better communication and community meetings. 
8) Keeping in constant communication about all incidents, however minor. It requires everyone's 
cooperation to improve our quality of life. 
PS 
We are thankful for the interest you have shown the residents of the Sunset knolls, my family and I are 
willing and able to cooperate with you. Thank you! 
9) We should have more interaction; we should be friendlier towards one another, because, honestly, I will 
tell you, I did not report a radio theft, because I did not think you would help me. I do not have any 
complaints about you, but Hispanics are generally treated badly by the Police and we suffer a lot of 
discrimination. 
Attempting to mutually help each other would be best. 
10) Continue active vigilance with those who drink in public. 
11) More patrols from 1 lPm and later. 
12) I think better communication between the police and the residents, to keep us informed about incidents, 
to report suspicious incidents would help. 
13) To have a telephone number where we can communicate problems; like drinking in public, noise 
violations and others, but keeping the caller's number.confidential. 
14) If a person sees a violent incident taking place they should immediately call the police, and the police 
should solve the problem without resulting to violence. 
15) Community meetings are necessary to discuss security issues. 
16) There are persons that often drink in the hallways and drunk drivers drive very fast on weekends. I'm 
afraid a serious incident could occur. 
17) I'm in agreement with the Police; we need to improve this community. 
18) We need to be in agreement with what the Police says and does. 
19) You do good work. 
20) I think the Police should be better organized to combat problems. The residents should be more careful 
with the people they allow to live in theft homes, because sometimes theft own friends are criminals. The 
residents should be very careful and the Police should be alert about incidents at the Sunset Knolls. 
21) The police and the residents should work together to improve security in this community. Better 
communication between the community and local authorities is essential and more bilingual officers are 
needed. 
22) We should have Community meetings to talk about security issues. 
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23) We should offer our help when there is a problem and we should also help to prevent problems. 
24) The police to should walk around more often, especially at night. 

. 25) The police should respect the Hispanics before acting aggressive towards them, and the office 
management should be kindler with then as well. There should not be any discrimination. Thank you. 
26) The police should keep checking here for drink and stuff. The Sunset knolls needs to clean this place 
up. No more roaches, they are nasty. 
27) We need to help and support each other to prevent problems and improve security, in this immigrant 
community. 
28) Create programs that will teach order and mutual respect inside the Sunset knolls community. To open 
up communication between the residents and the authorities. 
29) To improve communication and trust between each other and to conduct community meetings. 
30) We can work together. 
31) I think we should all contribute towards public order and take advantage that the police want to work 
with us. We should thank them. 
32) We want the police to be aware that individuals come from other areas to cause trouble here. I will call 
more often. 
33) We should report all problems and the police should respond as soon as possible. 
34) Live safely, help each other, no fighting. 
35) The owners of these apartments need to make an effort to improve the security of the premises as well as 
the physical appearance of the apartments. 
36) There is no opportunity to talk. 
37) We should all be in agreement 
38) Noise violations should be addressed. 
39) The Police should be friendly towards Hispanics because the majority of them are illegal and they fear 
the police. Many police officers are racist and because some Hispanics do not speak English they are not 
given the same rights as the rest of the people. The police also pay very little attention to the opinion of 
Hispanics. 
40) Keep Hispanics from drinking and loitering outside; keep them from trashing the complex. 
41) My main problem has to do with the maintenance of the complex. It is non-existent. 
42) Deal with people that drink in public. 
43) The management should place door locks at the entrance to the buildings. 
44) I think the Police should monitor the area more, late in the night, I have seen several drunk residents 
walking around. They fall asleep in the stairs and knock on people's doors. The residents should cooperate 
amongst us to have a better community. We need the help and cooperation from the Police department, but 
principally, it has to come from the Sunset knolls. 
45) We should help each other out, work together. 
46) I think good communication is necessary and for this reason the police need bilingual officers. One of 
the biggest problems is the language barrier; people can not clearly communicate how they feel because they 
do not speak the language. 
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Question #12: Of the below listed community services, which do you feel need to be offered 
in Sunset Knolls? (PLEASE CHECK YOUR RESPONSE) 

! Program # Responses 
ESL (English 2nd lang) 63 

Substance Abuse 46 

Children's Programs 40 

Neighborhood Watch 40 

Babysitting Courses 28 

Parenting Classes 24 

Domestic Intervention 23 

Tutoring 15 

Girl Scouts 11 

Boy Scouts 9 

Money Management 8 

Desired Programs 
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