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TO:

Barbara A. Byron, Director



Zoning Evaluation Division



Department of Planning and Zoning

FROM:
Lynn S. Tadlock, Director

Planning and Development Division

DATE:
February 6, 2006
SUBJECT:
Addendum - RZ/FDP 2003-PR-022, Pulte Vienna West (Fairlee)


Tax Map Number:  48-1 ((6)) 5, and many others

Background

The Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) previously provided comments on this application on February 18, 2005, and November 18, 2005.  Those reports presented an assessment of park and recreational issues at that time.  Since then, the applicant has worked with the County to resolve the outstanding issues related to impacts to parks and recreation.  The following summary is provided as an update to our previous comments.
Impacts to East Blake Lane Park
Revised Development Plans and proffers now demonstrate that the issues have been addressed conceptually regarding impacts to East Blake Lane Park.  As previously identified, the applicant must submit a request for a permit and/or easement for all land disturbing activities proposed on park property prior to or concurrent with the initial submission of a site plan for this development.  The request must demonstrate minimization of impact to parkland and appropriate restoration. Applications are available from the Easement Coordinator, Fairfax County Park Authority, Planning and Development Division, 12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 421, Fairfax, Virginia 22035; main telephone number (703) 324-8741.  The Park Authority will be compensated for any grading/encroachments on park property.  
Parkland Dedication

As requested, the tree-save area between the proposed community building and East Blake Lane Park will be dedicated to the Park Authority as an addition to the park.  A second addition to the park, at the southwest corner of Vaden Drive and Saintsbury Drive will also be provided as previously requested. 
The Park Authority supports the County’s smart growth initiatives as proposed in this application and recognizes that our adopted parkland service level standard (5 acres/1,000 for local-serving parkland) can not always be met at sites adjacent to Metro stations due to the need to optimize use of those lands for transit-oriented development.
Onsite Park and Recreational Facilities

The Development Plan shows five proposed pools, several small greens, a plaza ice rink/performance area, one sculpture/play area, and a public community building that will include a major indoor gymnasium and fitness facilities.  Together, these facilities provide a good variety of park and recreational amenities to the serve the community.  The community building with gymnasium, and two additions to East Blake Lane Park, provide a public benefit to existing Providence District residents as well.
Park Trails
Issues related to redevelopment of a portion of the Fairfax Connector Trail on East Blake Lane Park have been sufficiently addressed.  Likewise, all issues have been resolved related to the new pedestrian bridge proposed to cross Hatmark Branch in East Blake Lane Park to improve trail usage and access to Metro. 
cc:
Sandy Stallman, Manager, Park Planning Branch


Irish Grandfield, Senior Planner, Park Planning Branch

Kay Rutledge, Manager, Land Acquisition and Management Branch

Jenny Pate, Trails Coordinator, Park Planning Branch

Cindy Messinger, Director, Resource Management Division
Liz Crowell, Cultural Resource Protection Group

Heather Melchior, Natural Resource Protection Group

John Hopkins, Area 7 Manager 
Russ Smith, DPWES Stormwater Planning
Chron Binder
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