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A message from Supervisor Smyth … 
 
  Having endured the snow and ice of February, 
we are all looking forward to a change of seasons.  
Our letter has been compiled with spring in mind.  If 
you are beginning to think about new plantings, 
please join us at our Environmental Workshop and 
learn more about trees.  Or, for the ultimate in spring 
cleaning, check out the Potomac River Watershed 
Cleanup.  Outdoor activities will soon start in the 
county parks as well.  The Farmer’s Market will open 
in May at Nottoway Park, and soon after that we will 
be ready for our summer concert season there too.  
The end of winter is definitely in sight. 
  

Our newsletter contains information on these 
events and many more.  If you have questions or 
need more details, please call my office at 703-560-
6946 or e-mail us provdist@fairfaxcounty.gov.  ▪ 

 
~ Linda Smyth ~ 

 

 

       
  
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eighth Annual Providence District 
Environmental Workshop 

A Focus on Trees 

 
Saturday, March 24 from 9 a.m. to noon 

Luther Jackson Middle School 
3020 Gallows Road, Falls Church 

 
The Eighth Annual Providence District 

Environmental Workshop will focus on trees and 
discuss the benefits trees provide, natural and man 
made threats to trees and what residents can do to 
preserve and protect them.  The event will have 
several workshops and displays as well as a tree 
planting demonstration and a panel discussion. 

 
More event information is available on the 

following county Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ 
providence/projects/Env8.htm or by calling 703-560-
6946, TTY 711.  ▪ 

 
The Oakton Schoolhouse, located at the corner of 

Hunter Mill and Chain Bridge Roads, was moved to its 
new home at the Oakton Community Park, 2841 

Hunter Mill Road as part of a preservation project.  ▪ 

Celebrate Fairfax! Festival 
25 Years of Celebrating Fairfax 

June 8-10 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax 

 

 More information about the Celebrate Fairfax! 
Festival is available on the following county Web 
site at www.celebratefairfax.org/index.asp?sid=1 

or by calling 703-324-FAIR (3247), TTY 711. ▪ 
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Potomac River Watershed Cleanup 
 
The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation 
District (NVSWCD) is looking for volunteers to 
establish cleanup sites for the 19th Annual Potomac 
River Watershed Cleanup on Saturday, March 31 
and Sunday, April 1.  
 
Site leaders will help recruit other volunteers and lead 
them with litter removal during cleanups.  Supplies 
(trash bags, gloves, sign-in sheets) will be provided, 
and the site leader will receive assistance in selecting 
a suitable cleanup location.  This is an excellent 
volunteer opportunity for groups such as scout troops, 
homeowners associations, offices and social clubs, as 
well as for individuals. 
 
All county streams eventually run to the Potomac and 
the number of possible cleanup sites is very large.  
Last year there were 75 cleanups registered in Fairfax 
County and the goal for this year is to do even better. 
 
More information about the cleanup is available on 
Potomac Watershed Clean Up Web site at 
www.potomaccleanup.org or by calling NVSWCD at 
703-324-1422, TTY 711.  ▪ 

2007 Native Seedling Sale 
 
The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation 
District (NVSWCD) is currently placing orders for its 
2007 Native Seedling Sale.  Ordering deadline is 
Monday, April 16.   
 
For this year, NVSWCD has put together a “Winter is 
Our Season” collection.  This group of trees, shrubs 
and groundcover will help brighten up your next 
winter’s landscape. 
 
More information about the 2007 Native Seedling 
Sale is available on the NVSWCD Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/seedlingsale.htm or 
by calling 703-324-1460, TTY 711.  ▪ 
 
 

   

 
 

The Fairfax County Park Authority marked the 25th anniversary of the Providence RECenter in Falls Church with 
free admission and special family activities on February 3, 2007.  A brief ceremony reflected on the RECenter's role 

as a community resource for swimming, fitness and a host of other activities. Supervisor Smyth and Chairman 
Connolly were joined around the cake by (from left to right) Joanne Malone, past Providence District Representative, 
Fairfax County Park Authority Board;  Past Park Authority Board Chairman John Mastenbrook; Frank Vajda (partially 

hidden), Vice Chairman and Mason District Representative Fairfax County Park Authority Board; Patti Gibson, 
Manager, Providence RECenter; Edwin B. Hendersen II, President of the Tinner Hill Heritage Foundation; Harry 

Glasgow, at-large Member Fairfax County Park Authority Board and Phillip Niedzielski-Eichner, former Park 
Authority Board representative and current Providence District School Board Member.▪ 
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Nottoway Nights Free Concert Series 
Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

Mark your summer calendar for the return of the 
FREE Nottoway Nights Concert Series at Nottoway 
Park!  The program takes place on the lawn of the 

historic Hunter House.  Supervisor Smyth thanks the 
Friends of Nottoway, the Park Authority and staff as 

well as the many sponsors who make these free 
concerts possible for residents to enjoy. 

 
Nottoway Park is located at  

9601 Courthouse Road in Vienna. 
 

~ 2007 Schedule ~  
 

June 7: The Grandsons (New Orleans Rhythm & Blues)
June 14: Klingon Klez (Klezmer) 

June 21: Sviraj (Balkan Jam) 
June 28: The Seldom Scene (Bluegrass) 

July 5: The Winstons (Motown) 
July 12: Mike Seeger (Folk) 

July 19: Rumba Club (Latin Dance Music) 
July 26: Patty Reese Band (Blues/Rock) 

August 2: Tidewater Guitar Orchestra (Classical Guitar)
August 9: Shango (Reggae) 

August 16: The Crawdaddies (Cajun) 
August 23: Billy Coulter (Roots/Rock) 
August 30: The Continentals (Polka) 

 
(Type of band/group is in parentheses) 

 
If you or your organization would like to volunteer to 

help at Nottoway Nights, please call  
703-560-6946, TTY 711. 

 
Concerts are cancelled in case of rain and decisions 
are made by 6:00 p.m.  Please call 703-324-SHOW, 

TTY 711 for cancellations, directions and general 
information.  More park information is available on the 

following Fairfax County Park Authority Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/parks/.  ▪ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Earth Day/Arbor Day 
 

Saturday, April 29 at 11 a.m. 
Northern Virginia Community College 
8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale 

 
Earth Day/Arbor Day is sponsored by the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors along with the Clean 
Fairfax Council and Northern Virginia Community 
College.  This free event marks the 36th anniversary 
of the Earth Day celebration and the annual 
observance of Arbor Day.  The Board of Supervisors 
will be commemorating the day’s festivities at 1 p.m. 
on the main stage at the event site. 
 
More information about Earth Day/Arbor Day is 
available by contacting Rosemary Byrne, Executive 
Director at Clean Fairfax Council at 703-324-5471, 
TTY 711 or via email to RCByrne@aol.com.  ▪

Park Activities 
 

The Park Authority regularly holds concerts, hosts 
seminars on planting native plants, organizes hikes, 

presents equestrian shows, and runs educational 
workshops for all ages.  Are you interested in 

learning what the Park Authority has planned in 
your neighborhood?  The Park Authority's monthly 

calendar of events is available on the following Web 
site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/calframe.htm.  ▪ 

Farmer’s Market at Nottoway Park  
on Wednesday Mornings! 

 

Every Wednesday morning, spring through fall, 
Nottoway Park bustles with farmers, residents and 
visitors of our communities. Part of the park’s parking 
area springs alive with the abundant sights, sounds, 
smells and colors of an open air produce market.  
The Farmer’s Market will open in early May and stay 
open until late November. 

 

More information on the seasonal produce, fresh 
baked goods, exotic plants and much more are 
posted on the Farmer’s Market Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farm-mkt.htm and is 
also available by calling the Park Authority at 703-
324-8702, TTY 711.  ▪ 

Notary service is available at Supervisor Smyth’s 
office during regular business hours.  Please call 703-

560-6946, TTY 711 to make an appointment.  ▪ 
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Land Use Information Accessibility 
Advisory Group Recommendations 
 
In early 2006 the Board established the Fairfax 
County Land Use Information Accessibility Advisory 
Group to review how land planning and development 
information is currently made available to the public, 
to make recommendations for accessibility 
improvements and to develop a plan of action for their 
recommendations.  After several months of work, the 
Advisory Group made their recommendations to the 
Board of Supervisors on January 22, 2007.  
 
The Advisory Group’s comprehensive set of 
recommendations include a set of 12 Guiding 
Principles to help maximize the County’s long tradition 
of public involvement in the land use review and 
approvals process and encourage the continuing 
modernization of information technologies to improve 
public access to land use information. In addition, the 
Advisory Group recognized several significant 
improvements that the county has implemented: 
 
►A Web site to reorganize and consolidate the land 
planning and development information  
 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/landuse/ 
 
 

►Ability to search by address and magisterial district 
for nearby land planning and development cases  
 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/ 
 
More information on land planning and development 
cases by magisterial district and for schedules of 
public hearings is available on the Planning 
Commission Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ 
planning/meetingcalendar.htm and for the Board of 
Supervisors at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/government/ 
board/bdagenda/schedule.htm.  ▪ 

Providence District Seminar Series 
The Future of Merrifield 

 
Providence District Supervisor’s office will once again 
sponsor a series of seminars this spring. The first in 
the series is entitled "The Future of Merrifield" and 
will be held on Tuesday, April 24 at Luther Jackson 
Middle School, 3020 Gallows Road, Falls Church 
from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
 
Many new residents of Merrifield are not necessarily 
familiar with the Merrifield re-planning effort to 
accommodate a mix of uses including an integration 
of residential and retail.  To reintroduce all residents 
of Providence District to the Merrifield Comprehen- 
sive Plan, several Merrifield Planning Task Force 
members will participate in a panel discussion about 
the history of the development and future implement- 
tation of the Merrifield Comprehensive Plan.   
 
The Comprehensive Plan is required by state law to 
be used as a guide in decision-making about the built 
and natural environment by the Board of Supervisors, 
the Planning Commission and the Board of Zoning 
Appeals.  It is also a guide for staff and the public to 
use in the planning process.  The Comprehensive 
Plan for Merrifield is available on the following county 
Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/ 
comprehensiveplan/.   
 
Other seminars in this series will focus on trans- 
portation and the planning and development of 
Tysons Corner.  More information on these seminars 
is available on the Providence District Seminar 
Series Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence 
/projects/Seminar.htm or by calling 703-560-6946, 
TTY 711. ▪ 

Dulles Rail Design in Tysons Corner 
 

At the January 8th, 2007 meeting, the Board of Supervisors unanimously reaffirmed its commitment for the 
Dulles Rail Project.  Moreover, the Board’s support comes with a commitment to public oversight for the most 
cost efficient and best designed project possible for the residents of Fairfax County.  Working with 
representatives from TysonsTunnel.org and others, the Board drafted and endorsed a statement of seven 
principles to clarify the outcome of the project.  Furthermore, the Board respectfully called on:  
 
►The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to cooperate in allowing for the fair examination of a tunnel 
proposal while continuing the commitment to provide the $900 million in federal funds irrespective of the final 
selection of an aerial or tunnel alternative.  
 
►Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA), the Governor and the County’s Congressional 
delegation to work with the county and other project partners to implement the seven principles and secure the 
$900 million in federal funds for the project irrespective of the option chosen.  ▪ 
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Supervisor Smyth joined TysonsTunnel.org, residents 
and elected officials at the TysonsTunnel rally held at 
the Meadowlark Botanical Gardens.  Picture is a view 
of the event’s registration area as participants join in  

with the “Under not Over!” banner in the 
background.  [Picture courtesy of TysonsTunnel.org]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The mission of the Tysons Land Use Task Force is to 
gather community input and recommend updates to 
the Tysons Comprehensive Plan. The 36-member 
task force represents residents, businesses, major 
employers and community and civic organizations. 
The task force, county agencies and PB PlaceMaking 
(the recently hired urban planning consultant to the 
task force) are working together with the community to 
create a collective vision for a positive and exciting 
future for Tysons Corner.  The task force is committed 
to open communication and ongoing public input to its 
work and process. Opportunities for input are being 
provided throughout the process of developing a 
model for the future of Tysons Corner. The task force 
continues to meet on a regular basis and encourages 
public attendance of its meetings.   
 
More information on community outreach events, past 
and future task force meetings and working 
documents are available on the following Task Force 
Web sites at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/tysonscorner/ 
or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/tysonscorner/ 
outreach.htm.  ▪  

Fairfax County’s FY 2008 Budget 
Schedule 

 
►February 26, 2007:  County Executive presented 
the FY 2008 Advertised Budget Plan 
►March 12, 2007:  FY 2008 Budget, Tax Rate and 
FY 2007 Third Quarter Review to BOS for 
advertisement 
►April 9 – 11, 2007:  Public Hearings on FY 2008 
Budget, FY 2007 Third Quarter and FY 2007-FY 
2011 Capital Improvement Program 
►April 23, 2007:  Budget Mark-Up 
►April 30, 2007:  Budget Adoption 
 

Information on the FY 2008 County 
Executive’s Budget Proposal is available by calling 
the Department of Management and Budget at 703-
324-2391, TTY 711, by emailing DMBInfo@ 
fairfaxcounty.gov or on the following county Web site 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/budgetnews/  
 

The Citizen’s Guide to the Budget is available 
on the following Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ 
dmb/advertised/FY2008/FY08_advertised_citizens_ 
guide.pdf or by contacting the Department of 
Management and Budget (same contact as above).  ▪ 
 

Women in Media 
Sunday, March 25 from 2 – 4 p.m. 

 Board Auditorium 
Fairfax County Government Center,  

12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax 
 

The Fairfax County Commission and Office For 
Women invites residents to join in a panel discussion 
to discuss strides women have made; review the 
history of women in media; discuss challenges 
women face in advancing in media; and discuss how 
the Internet is changing media and journalism.   
 
The panelists will include George Mason Professors 
Dr. Janette Kenner Muir and Dr. Cindy Lont, who will 
be joined by Maureen Bunyan, ABC News 7 Anchor; 
Peggy Fox, USA 9, Reporter; and Collen M. Hanh of 
Equal Footing Foundation.   
 
This event is sponsored in partnership with George 
Mason University and is free to the public and prior 
registration is requested.  More information is 
available on the Office For Women’s Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ofw or by calling 703-324-
5730, TTY 703-324-5706.  ▪ 
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School Update  
Phillip A. Niedzielski-Eichner, School Board Member, Providence District 
 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
The School Board’s strategic governance initiative includes new beliefs, vision, and mission statements and 
student achievement goals to provide a more concentrated focus on student achievement and to establish clearer 
accountability for their accomplishment. The new goals include continued rigorous academics that exceed the 
requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) and continue Fairfax County Public School’s  (FCPS) 
tradition of offering an exceptional education to all students.   
 

I raise these points in light of the current controversy in which FCPS will not comply with a requirement imposed 
by the federal government on testing students with limited English proficiency.  As the sponsor of the resolution 
directing that FCPS not comply, you have my assurance that we will continue to hold every student to high 
expectations and will work to bring our students to English proficiency as quickly as they are capable.  We will 
assess them regularly to determine their progress. We are not afraid of accountability; but we will not administer a 
test that a student finds largely incomprehensible.  We believe that our approach will both follow the law and do 
what is best for children.  One key consequence, however, is that some of our schools will not meet the standard 
for meeting annual yearly progress, as defined by the federal government. 
 
Budget 
Fairfax County Public Schools Superintendent Jack D. Dale has proposed a $2.2 billion budget for FY 2008.  This 
proposal holds expenditure baselines at the FY 2007 approved level and employs $28.9 million in cost saving 
initiatives, while taking into account rising costs in utilities, employee benefits, and legal fees.   
 

Dr. Dale prepared this budget by giving serious consideration to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisor’s request 
to limit its transfer increase because of anticipated decreases in tax revenues.  With 85% of the FCPS budget 
expended on employee compensation and benefits, the largest growth in his FY 2008 proposed budget is for 
employee compensation; yet he asks for only a 2.0 percent market scale adjustment.   
 

I am seeking assurance from the Superintendent that this modest increase will not harm our ability in the coming 
year to continue to attract and retain the best teachers and administrators in the marketplace.  FCPS has an 
obligation to hold the line in tough times, but we know the community values the quality of its schools and the 
fundamental role they play in attracting new businesses and sustaining property values.  High-quality is driven 
primarily by high expectations of our students and the exceptional caliber of our classroom teachers. 
 

Dr. Dale’s budget also aligns with the School Board’s new strategic governance initiative, including new student 
achievement goals that were developed last year with community input in over 30 School Board sponsored 
meetings.  These goals specify how FCPS is to prepare all students for success in the 21st century and are 
focused on academics, essential life skills, and responsibility to the community.  
 

I want to thank the Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations for its detailed analysis of the 
Superintendent’s proposed budget and for its recommendations for amending it.  The Federation’s Dr. Charles 
Dane spoke at the School Board’s recent public hearing on the budget and both expressed appreciation for the 
Superintendent’s cost-saving efforts and supported the proposed 4.6% increase in the County’s transfer to FCPS.  
 

The School Board has adopted the FY 2008 advertised budget at its February 7, 2007, meeting based upon 
projected revenues from the state and Fairfax County.  These two governments will act on their budgets over the 
next three months and their appropriations to FCPS will represent 96% of our operating revenue base.  The 
School Board will act in May on the final budget for the 2008 school year, once firm revenue figures are available 
from the Federal, State, and County levels of government.  ▪ 
 
 

 Providence District Dialogue on Fairfax County Public Schools 
With Providence School Board Member Phil Niedzielski-Eichner 

March 21, 2007 at 7:00 pm 
Luther Jackson Middle School 

3020 Gallows Road 
Falls Church, VA 22042 
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Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations 
John Jennison, President 

 
For over 60 years the Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations has served as the umbrella organization 
that represents the interests of community associations in Fairfax County.  The Federation is strictly a non-
political and non-partisan organization that prides itself on civil discourse. The Federation hosts speakers on 
relevant countywide issues at its monthly meetings and takes positions on policy and legislative items as well as 
the county and school budgets. 
 
At recent membership meetings, the Federation has had Supervisor Penny Gross (Mason District) speak about 
the Chesapeake Bay, Supervisor Dana Kaufman (Lee District) discuss Metro and Chairman Gerry Connolly give 
a State of the County presentation. Additionally Senators Dick Saslaw and Jay O’Brien gave a “Report from 
Richmond” and another one is scheduled on May 17 with Delegates Steve Shannon and Vince Callahan. The 
April 19 membership meeting program will be on Tourism, FXVA Marks the Spot and Jamestown 2007.  
 
The Federation has also partnered with other organizations in Fairfax County for events.  The Federation co-
sponsored a meeting with the Mt. Vernon Council of Citizens Associations on BRAC with Supervisor Gerry 
Hyland (Mt. Vernon); co-sponsored an 11th Congressional Candidate Debate with the League of Women Voters; 
and co-sponsored two events with the Fairfax Committee of 100 on immigration and a debate on the 
constitutional marriage amendment.  In February, the Federation scheduled with the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) a program on growth: “What if…the Washington Region grew differently?” 
and Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (Hunter Mill District), who also serves as TPB chair, helped to lead the interactive 
discussion in Reston. In March, the Federation will co-sponsor with The Washington Post the annual Citizen of 
the Year Award dinner banquet. In the works, the Federation has a spring program on Emergency Preparedness 
that will be primarily focused on our senior citizens, sponsored with Supervisor Linda Smyth (Providence District) 
and other members of the Board of Supervisors. 
 
The Federation’s annual positions on the county and school budgets usually come after presentations have been 
made by the Fairfax County Executive and Fairfax County Public School officials and School Board members. 
The annual Legislative Program is given in testimony to the Board of Supervisors and then to the Northern 
Virginia delegation. The Federation’s positions and resolutions range from affordable housing to carbon dioxide 
reduction and Tysons Tunnel to zoning amendments. Resolutions, newsletters, positions and the Legislative 
program are available at the Federation’s website at www.fairfaxfederation.org. 
 
Membership in the countywide Federation is open to civic and homeowner’s associations with fees and voting 
rights scaled to the respective size of membership. The Federation has several committees and numerous county 
board appointments that are open for volunteers to work on the countywide issues facing residents.  
 
If you have any interest in working with the Federation or questions about programs and events, please feel free 
to contact John Jennison at 703-591-5586 or by email to FedPres2006@FairfaxFederation.org.  ▪ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BookCast ~ Listen to lively conversations with interesting writers! 
 

  

BookCast is the podcast of the Fairfax County Public Library.  It podcasts BookCast 
interviews that are conducted by Sam Clay, the library system's director.   

More information about BookCast is available on the following library Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/bookcast/ or by calling 703-324-3100, TTY 711.  ▪  
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Fairfax Focus on Seniors 
 
Recognizing that the demographics in the county are 
changing, the Board of Supervisors formed a 
committee to see whether or not the county is 
adequately considering the needs of the rapidly 
increasing senior population.  The Aging Committee 
has set an 18-month goal to devise a blueprint for 
services the county should provide; including housing, 
transportation, recreation and health care to ensure 
that the county is aging-friendly.   
 
Previously the county’s focus has been on youth, but 
demographically the county increasingly is headed 
toward retirement.  The number of residents over 65 
is expected to be 11.6 percent of the population by 
2020.  Six years ago, the same age group made up 
about 7.9 percent of the population.  Currently, two-
thirds of county spending is geared toward serving 
residents 19 and younger, and less than 2 percent is 
dedicated to services for seniors.  More retirees are 
staying in the county rather than relocating and their 
demand for services is becoming more acute.   
 
The Aging Committee has defined several topics of 
particular concern to seniors.  Each district Supervisor 
has been tasked with researching specific areas 
associated with one of the topics.  Providence District 
will be researching how the use of technology in the 
county can improve the quality of life for seniors.  Our 
team, made up of county staff as well as individuals 
from the private sector and AARP, will make a 
presentation to the Aging Committee on March 5.  
This information will ultimately be incorporated into 
the final report to be prepared by the committee.  ▪ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Tax Relief Workshop 
Wednesday, April 18 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 
Staff from the Department of Tax Administration will 
be available to assist senior and disabled residents 
with tax relief at Supervisor Smyth’s office located 
at 8739 Lee Highway, Fairfax.  Assistance is 
available by calling Supervisor Smyth’s office for an 
appointment at 703-560-6946, TTY 711. 
 
To determine eligibility and for an application, 
please call 703-222-8234, TTY 703-222-7594 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on weekdays.  
Applications are also available on the Department 
of Tax Administration’s Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta/tax_relief.htm.  ▪ 

Fairfax Pets on Wheels 
 
The Fairfax Pets on Wheels (FPOW), Inc. provides 
companionship and an improved quality of life to 
Fairfax area residents in nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities through regular pet visitation by trained 
volunteers and their approved pets.  As an all-
volunteer organization sponsored by the Fairfax Area 
Agency on Aging, FPOW depends on a network of 
300 volunteers to provide pet visitation to residents.  
FPOW is currently calling cats, dogs and rabbits and 
their owners to join other volunteers and make a 
difference in the community.   
 
More information on Fairfax Pets on Wheels is 
available on the FPOW Web site at www.fpow.org or 
by calling 703-324-5406, TTY 711.  ▪ 
 

 
Supervisor Smyth accompanied by FPOW volunteers 
(pet and owner) talks to residents at the Illiff Nursing 

Home in Dunn Loring, celebrating the 20th year of FPOW 
visits with Illiff residents. 

 
Supervisor Smyth greets residents and is joined by 

Chairman Connolly and Ray Worley at the Cen-Ten-Ten 
Celebration, the 120th anniversary of the founding of 

Dunn Loring. 
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A Note from Fair Oaks Police Station 
 
In the Fair Oaks District of the Fairfax County Police 
Department, traffic safety is an important issue.  More 
people are killed or injured in vehicle crashes than in 
criminal incidents in our district.  Traffic enforcement 
initiatives are part of a multi-faceted approach toward 
the goal of an overall reduction in crashes. 
 
In 2006, there were a total of 2,117 vehicle crashes.  
The number sounds alarming, but most of these 
represent “fender benders” occurring during morning 
and evening commutes.  Obviously, all crashes have 
the potential for serious injury, so we developed 
strong enforcement and public education campaigns 
in order to encourage drivers to slow down and pay 
full attention to their driving.  We also hold regular 
child safety seat checks so that parents of small 
children and babies can learn how to properly secure 
their child seats (they can be quite complicated). 
 
In 2006, Fair Oaks officers wrote a total of 3,423 
traffic summonses with a high concentration on 
speeding (many of those in school zones) and safety 
belt violations (many of those involved child safety 
seats).  This enforcement and education methodology 
appears helpful as speed-related crashes actually 
decreased from 2005. 
 
You can help us to continue lowering the rate of 
speed-related crashes and other collisions due to 
aggressive driving.  The Fairfax County Police 
Department has a program that enables you to 
anonymously report aggressive drivers and children 
who are not buckled in.  The program is called Traffic 
Safety Watch.  You can go online at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/ and click on the link 
entitled “file aggressive driving or unbuckled child 
report” on the right side of the page. 
 
If you do not have access to a computer, every police 
station has a supply of brochures available at the front 
desk for the Traffic Safety Watch program.  The 
brochure has a place for you to provide the license 
plate information as well as the date, time and 
location and the violation observed.  When you fill out 
the brochure (which does not require your name) the 
Police Department will mail informational and 
educational information to the registered owner of the 
vehicle involved.  ▪ 

Citizens Police Academy 
 
The Fairfax County Police Department regularly hosts 
a Citizens Police Academy. The Citizens Police 
Academy is a ten-week program designed to provide 
residents with a unique “glimpse behind the badge” 
for a better understanding of the Police Department 
and to discuss policies and procedures. 
 
Classes are a combination of lecture and interactive 
activities and rotate to various police facilities 
throughout the county. Topics include SWAT and 
special operations, use of force, gangs, 911 
communications center, patrol, crime prevention, 
crime scene, identity theft, and a tour of the Adult 
Detention Center. 
 
The program is offered free of charge during the 
spring and fall.  Applicants are required to live or work 
in Fairfax County, must be 18 years of age, and 
provide their own transportation to and from training.  
Acceptance is subject to review of applicant’s criminal 
record and police contact history. 
 
More information and applications are available by 
emailing the Academy at CPA@fairfaxcounty.gov or 
by calling 703-280-0713, TTY 711.  ▪ 

National Bone Marrow Registry  
 
Each year, more than 35,000 children and adults in 
the United States are diagnosed with diseases such 
as leukemia for which a treatment option may be a 
marrow or blood cell transplant.  Only 30 percent of 
those diagnosed in need of a transplant will find a 
matched donor in their own family.   
 
The National Marrow Donor Program (NMDP) helps 
people who need a life-saving marrow or blood cell 
transplant by connecting patients, doctors, donors 
and researchers to resources.  The Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue will be conducting bone marrow 
drives throughout the county in partnership with 
NMDP and encourages residents to enroll in the 
national bone marrow registry to increase the 
diversity of donors.   
 
More information about countywide drives is 
available by calling Captain Felecia Edwards, Fairfax 
County Fire and Rescue, at 703-246-3960, TTY 711.  
More information on bone marrow donation is 
available on the National Bone Marrow Program Web 
site at www.marrow.org/.  ▪  

Fairfax County Crime Solvers 
Callers may remain anonymous 

1-866-411-TIPS 
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Pets (and their Owners) Have Rules Too  
 

• Licenses and Vaccinations - Dogs over four months old must be licensed annually and vaccinated 
against rabies. Dog licenses are only sold upon presentation of a certificate that the dog has been inoculated 
against rabies by a licensed veterinarian.  Dog licenses cost $5.00 per year for spayed/neutered animals and 
$10.00 for fertile animals.  To obtain a $5.00 license, certification must be provided that the animal has been 
spayed/neutered by a veterinarian or is infertile.  All dogs must have a license tag securely attached to a collar 
and worn whenever the dog is off the owner’s property.  Cats over four months old must be inoculated against 
rabies but are not required to be licensed. (County Code Section 41-2-1, 41-2-2 and 41-2-3).  It is recommended 
that cats also wear an identification tag on a safety collar for their protection. More animals with tags means that 
more animals will make it home again.  With fewer lost animals taking up shelter space, truly homeless animals 
will have a greater chance of being adopted.   
 

• Leash Law – No dog is permitted to run unrestricted in the County on public property or on the private 
property of other than the dog’s owner (Section 41.1-1-1).  This does not apply to dogs under direct supervision 
while lawfully hunting, engaged in a supervised formal obedience training class or show, during formally 
sanctioned field trails or while in an area designated by the county as an off-leash or dog exercise area.  It is also 
a violation for any dog to be in the custody of any person not physically capable of maintaining effective control in 
restricting a dog.   
 

• Animal Nuisances – It is against the law to allow animals to trespass on, destroy or damage another 
person’s property.  Animals must not frequently and habitually make loud and objectionable noises or be kept in 
such a manner as to cause unsanitary conditions.    Nuisance noises may be reported to the Police Department 
(703-691-2131).  A complaint may also request that the owner of the animal abate the noise violation.  If the 
violation continues, that person, along with another complainant, not a member of the same household, may go 
to a magistrate and swear out a warrant against the animal owner.  The complaining parties may appear in 
General District Court for action against the animal owner.  The owner or custodian of any dog shall be 
responsible for the removal of excreta deposited by such dog on the property of another, including public areas 
(“pooper scooper” regulation, County code Section 41-1-2, Section 108-5-2 and Section 41-2-6). 
 

• Cruelty – It is against the law to maliciously kill, disfigure or poison animals.  All pets must be humanely 
treated with proper food, water, shelter and exercise.  It is also against the law to overload, torture or cruelly beat 
any animal (State Code 3.1-796-122). 
 

• Injured Animals – Any vehicle operator who strikes a domestic animal should stop (unless stopping 
would endanger human life), render assistance as soon as possible and report the injury or death to the animal’s 
owner.  If the owner cannot be identified, the accident should be reported to the Animal Services Division or the 
Police Department.  Injury or death of wild animals should also be reported to 703-691-2131. 
 

• Disposal of Dead Animals – The owner of any animal or fowl which has died is responsible for having 
the body cremated or buried.  The state Highway Department is responsible for pick-up of dead animals on a 
State right-of-way (703-383-8368).  Citizens may bring deceased pets to the Animal shelter for disposal at no 
charge (County Code Section 41-1-3). 
 

• Vicious and Dangerous Dogs – The County clearly defines vicious and dangerous dogs and sets forth 
procedures for incidents involving these dogs (County Code Section 41.1-2-7).  No animal shall be found to be a 
dangerous dog or vicious dog solely because it is a particular breed, nor is a particular breed of canine or canine 
crossbreed prohibited.  Additional information may be found at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/animalservices/ 
dangerous.htm. 
 

• Shelter – Dogs, cats and other pets are available for adoption at the Animal shelter Tuesday through 
Friday, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm; Saturday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  An adoption fee of $20.00 is charged for all animals.  
Virginia state law mandates that all dogs and cats adopted from a shelter must be spayed or neutered.  The 
citizen is responsible for paying the spaying/neutering costs to the shelter at the time of adoption.  ▪ 
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Supervisor Smyth, joined by Delegate Steve Shannon (35th District), welcomes residents to an educational and 
informative “Horse Demonstration” conducted by the G.E.M. Riding School and sponsored by Fairfax4Horses at 

the Oakton Community Park; G.E.M. Riding School students conduct a “Quadrille” demonstration; and 
Supervisor Smyth is joined by Judith Beattie at the Friends of Oakton Library Book Sale for the New Oakton 

Library held at the Unity Church of Fairfax, during the 2006 Providence District VolunteerFest® Events.  ▪ 

Holmes Run Acres - A Community Profile   
Ann Johnson, resident Holmes Run Acres 
 
Holmes Run Acres (HRA) is a 56 year old community off of Gallows Road just inside the Beltway. In December 
2006 it was approved for listing in the Virginia Landmark Register and has been recommended to the National 
Park Service for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
The neighborhood is unique for its architecture, setting, and community spirit. Of the approximately 360 homes, 
344 are part of the original historic district and were designed by the original architects (N. Saterlee and F. 
Lethbridge). The architects envisioned contemporary 1 and 2 story single family homes, each of which had a 
slanted slag roof; a large brick fireplace, many large windows and a high beam stained-wood ceiling.  
  
The HRA development was built in the early 50's by 3 groups of builders (Luria Brothers, Gaddy Construction, A. 
Bodor).  The builders carefully situated each home on an approximately 1/3 acre wooded lot. The design, the 
wooded setting, curved streets and large windows afford each homeowner a natural setting.  
 
HRA is a cohesive community. Several of the original owners from the 50’s and 60’d still live here and several 
children who were raised in HRA moved back to raise their own families. In 1952, the Holmes Run Acres Civic 
Association (HRACA) was begun to promote community action. The HRACA had many early successes and 
continues today with an elected Board of Directors and annual and monthly open community meetings. To 
maximize recreational activity in addition to Luria Park (a small Fairfax County Park in the center of the 
development), the community opened its own community pool, the first of its kind in the County.  
 
HRA’s neighbors have community spirit. To the extent that each chooses, neighbors may participate in 
community activities, communicate with one another through the listserv (the listserv is used for current issues 
such as, asking for contractor recommendations for a specific project, to announce community activities, as well 
as notify neighbors when suspicious activity is observed in the neighborhood or if a pet is lost) and the community 
newsletter, the Holmes Runner (since August, 1952) , be listed in the community Directory and volunteer for 
community and Providence District activities.  
 
The HRACA and pool sponsor community events such as a Day in the Park; block parties, Open Holmes (a 
monthly social gathering), a Halloween Parade and Santa Visits to name a few.  There are several interest 
groups, bridge, book group, and fiber arts. Additionally neighbors can volunteer for service to the community itself 
by participating in day and night Neighbor Watch, or Neighbor to Neighbor where neighbors are contacted to run 
an errand or bring a meal for someone who is homebound, and a pet registry. 
 
I am truly a rather new kid on the block, having lived here only since 2001, but I concur wholeheartedly that HRA 
is a unique and special place. To learn more about HRA visit our webpage at www.holmesrunacres.com.  ▪ 
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Adult Education 703-227-2200 Alcohol/drug abuse services 703-359-7040
Animal Shelter 703-830-1110 Child care 703-449-9555

Consumer Affairs 703-222-8435 Courts 703-691-7320
Dept. of Motor Vehicles 800-435-5137 I-66 Disposal Sites 703-631-1179

Emergency 911 Fastran 703-222-9764
Fire/rescue (non-emergency) 703-691-2131 Gang Unit-Police 703-246-4548

Human Services 703-222-0880 Office for Women 703-324-5730
Park Authority 703-324-8700 Police (non-emergency) 703-691-2131

Tax Information 703-222-8234 Recreation Classes 703-324-5550
Recycling InfoLine 703-324-5052 School-Age Child Care 

Program 
703-449-8989

School information 703-246-2502 Senior Citizen Information 703-324-5411
Traffic Tickets 703-246-3764 Trash Pick-up (County) 703-802-3322

VDOT 703-383-VDOT Voting Information 703-222-0776
 

Please call 703-FAIRFAX (703-324-7329), TTY 711 for other county related information. 
Copies of the 2007 Providence Resource Directory are available by calling the Providence District 

Supervisor’s office and are also available on the Providence District Web site at  
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/Prov_News.htm  ▪ 

 

 Fairfax County is committed to nondiscrimination on the basis of disability in all county programs, services and activities.  
Special accommodations will be provided upon request. For information call our office at 703-560-6946, TTY 711. 

Providence District Supervisor Linda Q. Smyth
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
8739 Lee Highway 
Fairfax, VA 22031 
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Must-Have Phone Numbers 
Providence District Supervisor Linda Q. Smyth 

Telephone: 703-560-6946 / Fax: 703-207-3541 / TTY: 711 
 Adult Protective Services: 703-324-7450/ Child Protective Services: 703-324-7400 

Suicide Crisis Hotline: (703) 527-4077 Rape Crisis Hotline: (703) 360-7273 


