Federal Funds at Work: Improving Affordability in Fairfax
County

Stimulus Funds at Work on FCRHA Properties

In spring 2009, the FCRHA was awarded a $2.3 million grant from HUD for the
renovation and modernization of the county’s Public Housing properties. Within
11 months of award of the funding, the FCRHA had obligated 100 percent of the
funds. Additionally, within 10 months of the award of funds, the FCRHA had
successfully spent 100 percent of the funds on the renovations of Public Housing
properties. Five properties totaling more than 250 units within the FCRHA's
Public Housing portfolio were renovated and improved. The properties
benefiting from renovations included: The Atrium, West Ford III, Robinson
Square, Barros Circle and Rosedale Manor. This work included items such as new
roofs and siding, new paint and new mechanical systems. These projects also
resulted in new job creation for tradespersons such as painters and
constructions workers.

Federal Funds Create Opportunities for Partners

In FY 2010, federal Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) funding
allowed the FCRHA to expand its non-profit partnerships. In total, 10
foreclosed properties were purchased by non-profits using NSP funds,
representing a total of 19 units/beds of affordable rental housing. NSP-
funded acquisitions by non-profits in FY 2010 included:

e Reston Interfaith; two units; Sully District: The FCRHA provided
loans totaling $408,782 for the purchase and rehabilitation of two
foreclosed townhouses in the Centreville area. These units are rented
to very low-income households earning 50 percent of Area Median
Income (AMI).

e New Hope Housing; one unit; Mount Vernon District: The FCRHA
provided financing in the amount of $130,000 for the purchase of one
foreclosed townhouse in the Alexandria area.

e Christian Relief Services; two beds; Sully District: The FCRHA
provided financing in the amount of $118,093 for the acquisition and
rehabilitation of a foreclosed condominium in the Alexandria area.

e Homestretch; two units; Braddock and Providence Districts: The
FCRHA provided financing in the amount of $245,370 for the
acquisition and rehabilitation of three foreclosed condominium units in
the Annandale and Falls Church areas.



e Pathway Homes; 12 beds; Lee and Mount Vernon Districts: The
FCRHA provided financing in the amount of $504,415 for the
acquisition and rehabilitation of one condominium unit, one townhouse
and two single family houses in the Alexandria and Lorton areas. All
units were in foreclosure at the time of acquisition.

CDBG-R Improves FCRHA and Non-Profit Properties

Under the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the county was
awarded $1.6 million in federal Community Development Block Grant-
Recovery funds. These funds were available to address capital needs that
had previously been deferred due to lack of adequate funding. The FCRHA
applied CDBG-R funds to address much needed capital improvements at five
of its properties: Little River Glen, McLean Hills, Penderbrook, Murraygate and
Little River Square. The work included replacement siding at Little

River Glen, and plumbing improvements at Little River Square, Penderbrook,
Murraygate and McLean Hills. Additionally, $600,000 in CDBG-R funds was
awarded to five non-profits: (Pathway Homes, Community Havens, Christian
Relief Services, Reston Interfaith Housing and the Brain Foundation) to
rehabilitate foreclosed properties purchased using federal Neighborhood
Stabilization Program (NSP) funds or for the rehabilitation of non-profit-
owned affordable housing with deferred maintenance needs.



