
Fairfax County Trails and Sidewalks Committee 
Minutes of the March 14, 2007 Meeting 

 
Members and Staff Attending: Deborah Leser (Sully), Bruce Wright (Hunter Mill), 
Robert Michie (Lee), Roger Diedrich (Providence), Gene Bartlow (Springfield) Dennis 
Frew (WABA), Dan Iglhaut (NVRPA), Paul Johnson (NVBIA), Jenny Pate (FCPA), 
Chris Wells (FDOT), Sheng-Jieh Leu (DPZ). 
 
Guests Attending: Philip Latasa (Friends of the Accotink). 
 
The meeting was called to order by Bruce Wright.  The new member from Springfield 
District was introduced and a brief description of the activities of the committee was 
presented to him. 
 
The minutes of the February meeting were read and approved unanimously after the 
misspelling of Sheng Leu’s name was corrected. 
 
Staff Report – Sheng Leu 
 
Mr. Leu distributed the list of recent trail waiver requests and outcomes.  Bruce Wright 
commented on the small number of waiver requests supported by the members of the 
committee and the concordance between the members’ positions and that of staff.  The 
waiver process was briefly reviewed for Gene Bartlow.  Robert Michie described his 
personal web site which has information about waivers he has reviewed.  It can be found 
at www.personalpronouns.org/trails. 
 
Mr. Leu distributed the new Member List and the vision statement prepared by Brent 
Reynolds. 
 
Staff Report – Chris Wells 
 
Mr. Wells described the status of the crosswalk light project which is trying to establish 
standards for crosswalk lighting.  The project is funded partially with federal highway 
funds. 
 
The Board of Supervisors approved the 2007 Transportation Bond unchanged.  With this 
funding, funding for trails, sidewalks and bus stops is now $35 million.  The Board 
commented that it will be difficult to build all the trails approved since the county does 
not have enough engineers.  Some outsourcing is expected. 
 
Mimi Murray is resigning.  Charlie Strunk will be taking of the Bike to Work Day.  Amy 
Miranda will be doing bicycle outreach projects. 
 
Dan Iglhaut asked if embedded lights for crosswalks were part of the study.  Mr. Wells 
noted that they were “on the table” but unlikely to be implemented. 
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Chair Report – Bruce Wright 
 
Mr. Wright reviewed the bicycle summit he attended recently.  It is presented by the 
League of American Cyclists.  There is great potential for pedestrian and bicycle issues 
this year since the chairman of the transportation committee is a strong proponent of 
cycling.  Another issue discussed at the summit is the issue of justice for pedestrians or 
cyclists in crosswalks who are injured or killed by motorists.  Currently there are two 
alternative penalties.  Motorists can be charged with relatively minor infractions of the 
law that result in a small fee or they can be charged with a felony which results in jail 
time and a permanent record.  The justice system tends to see the latter as too strict while 
most citizens affected view the former as insufficient. Alternative penalties were 
discussed. 
 
Bike to Work Day will be May 18 and registration is currently open.  There will be 
several “pitstops” in Fairfax County:  Franconia/Springfield, Fairfax Corner, Vienna, 
Reston, Tyson’s Corner, and across from George Mason University.  Mike Jollon of 
Fairfax DOT is coordinating the pitstops. 
 
Mr. Wright also described a recent seminar on pedestrian/cyclist access to mass transit.  
WMATA is more open to providing facilities for pedestrians and cyclists now than they 
have been in the past. 
 
Proposed Vision Statement 
 
The proposed list seems to be a list of best or recommended practices rather than a vision 
statement.  The committee members discussed several aspects of the vision statement, 
noting that the charter already contains some elements.  The topic was deferred to next 
month when Brent Reynolds will be present. 
 
Web Site 
 
The current web site is out of date.  Bruce Wright had been updating it but he no longer 
has access.  Sheng Leu is in the process of being approved to maintain the web site. 
Discussion included: 

• Make it more accessible – the site is hard to find. 
• A link is needed from the Fairfax County home page. 
• It should connect to related sites such as the FCPA. 
• Current categories – such as “What’s New”, Minutes etc. 
• Should project lists or status reports be included? 
• Should waivers or results of waiver requests be included? 

Dennis Frew volunteered to look at the site and determine how to make it more 
accessible.  Gene Bartlow and Robert Michie volunteered to review the site and make 
recommendations to the committee.  Each committee member is encouraged to review 
the site as well and bring recommendations or comments to the next meeting. 
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Budget Review 
 
The transportation bond is a good funding beginning. The committee members discussed 
whether and how the committee should testify about the needs for additional funds. The 
committee was in agreement that maintenance is currently understaffed and under funded 
and should be a focus of testimony to the BOS. The budget hearings are in April.  The 
committee chairman is already registered to testify and Ann Pimley has also registered to 
testify.  Chris Wells was asked if the DOT will have any pedestrian projects in its 
proposed budget.  He did not know. Committee members asked about the Streetlight, 
Drainage and Walkway Fund and how to obtain money from that fund for specific 
projects.  This will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
New Business 
 
Robert Michie discussed the upcoming Tour de Lee which will be on March 24.  He 
plans to present a description of the committee’s accomplishment and asked for maps for 
display purposes.  Jenny Pate will get him maps of the CCT and Sheng Leu will get other 
maps of the trail system including large maps for display.  He plans to have exercises in 
which attendees will draw desired trail connections on maps as well as gaps in existing 
trails. He has pictures of the “worst trails” for display also. He is inviting any members 
who can to attend.  The Tour de Lee will be held at the Franconia government center. 
 
Dennis Frew asked Sheng Leu for hard copies of the existing trails maps to facilitate 
making corrections.  Mr. Leu will do this. 
 
Jenny Pate reported that the director of the FCPS resigned and an acting director will be 
appointed tonight at the FCPA meeting.  The previous director was very supportive of 
trails and will be missed. 
 
 
Old Business 
 
Deborah Leser asked for guidance on completing the letter to the school board.  The only 
issue that generated comment was sidewalk snow clearance.  After discussion, the 
committee members decided to ask the school board to explore ways to get sidewalks 
cleared so that students could walk to school as much as possible.  Ms. Leser indicated 
that the letter will be sent in the next week. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 0837. 
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