
Fairfax County Trails and Sidewalks Committee Minutes 
June 13, 2007 
 
Attendees: Brent Reynolds, Wade Smith, Bruce Wright, Peter Christensen, 
Roy Brooks, Gene Bartlow, Dennis, Ann Pimley and Sheng Leu.   
 
7:37 pm the meeting was opened.  Discussion of old and new business.  
Minutes of prior meeting were approved with a change made in paragraph 
three of section “Beltway Construction and Trail Access” to read “However 
the unique nature of the private-public partnership does not require the 
developers to comply with these requests”.   
 
A discussion followed of DPWES approving the last waiver request without 
our input.  A suggestion was made to invite a DPWES supervisor to speak to 
us.  However Gene Bartlow suggested we review the quality of our responses 
to the waiver requests before we express our concerns.  The committee 
reviewed our approvals/disapprovals and discussed issues.   
 
Supervisor Hyland’s proposal to significantly change the way the County 
reviews and approves waivers.  The committee tentatively supports this 
effort.  It was pointed out Gene Bartlow had developed a good sample 
response to a waiver request and it is available to any committee member to 
review for future reference in responding to waiver requests in any given 
district. (see TW5727Issue Analysys.pdf)  
 
The committee then reviewed the sub-committee dates attached.   
 
Dennis Frew is to schedule to meet with Roger Booth of VDOT regarding the 
HOT lanes proposal for the beltway and 395.   
 
Bruce Wright initiated discussion of a new planned temporary bike crossing 
of 495 west of Route 1.  There will be a summer detour due to construction 
of the bridge across the Potomac.  It will be approximately three miles and 
committee members knowledgeable with this felt it was a poor design.   
 
A brief discussion was initiated regarding National Trails Day to determine 
if there is there a way to better support Jenny Pate, Bruce Wright, Fairfax 



City, Scouts, Board, and related groups in coordinating and promoting this 
day county-wide?   
 
It was noted the increasing number of bikes parked at various metro 
stations.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9pm.   





Waiver Issue Analysis 
 


Fairfax County Trails and Sidewalks Committee 
(Formerly the Non-Motorized Transportation Committee) 


 
Analysis & Response by Springfield District Representative: Gene S. Bartlow  
 
Subject:   Trail Waiver #5727-WTL-001-1 
 
Description:  Request for a waiver for construction of an 8-foot asphalt trail1 
along the north side of Fair Lakes Parkway. 
 
Request for Waiver from:  Dewberry & Davis LLC, letter, dated May 2nd, 2007, 
and below quotations (in italics) are from this letter. 
 
Waiver Issue Discussion: 
 


1. “…the provision of a small segment of a trail that will go from ‘nowhere’ to 
‘nowhere’ just does not make good sense”.  
 Response:  This statement is a non sequitur, an inference that does 


not follow from the premise.  Just because one segment of a trail has 
not been connected or linked to another segment does not logically 
indicate the segment should not be constructed.  Fairfax County’s 
many trails and sidewalks are built in segments according to the 
Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan.   Failure to build one segment 
of a planned trail causes that entire trail to be compromised.  In fact, 
failure to build one segment gives other developers rationale for not 
building linking segments on their property, thus obviating the entire 
trail plan.  


 
2. “…there is an existing major paved trail located on the south side of Fair 


Lakes Parkway”.   
 Response:  This statement is irrelevant.  Trails are planned on both 


sides of Fair Lakes Parkway, 8-foot asphalt on the north side, and 4-
to-6-foot asphalt or concrete on the south side. An 8-foot asphalt trail 
exists on the south side, but this cannot be used to satisfy the 
requirement on the north side.   


 
3. “There is only one small section of trail on the north side of Fair Lakes 


Parkway between Stringfellow Road and West Ox Road—and that small 
section connects an existing trail located on the eastern side of Fairfax 
County Parkway with a crosswalk on Fair Lakes Parkway that ties to the 
existing trail located on the south side of Fair Lakes Parkway. Since all of 
the adjoining properties on the north side are developed there will be 


                                            
1 Trail:  A separate pathway designated for pedestrian, bicycle, or equestrian use.  
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limited, if any, opportunity to ever implement the Trails Plan as currently 
presented”.  
 Response:  The existing trail on the north side of Fair Lakes Parkway 


extends from West Ox Road westward for 840 feet; then there is a 
gap of 1,060 feet until a trail starts west of Fair Lakes Court.  The 
subject trail site (the request for a waiver) is in the middle of this gap.  
Construction of this segment across the frontage of the subject 
property, however small, is critical to the future completion of the 
remaining gaps in the trail, which can be filled in later by other 
means.  Other means are available to fill trail gaps other than by 
developers.  Moreover, filling this gap in the trail segment would 
ensure the trail, when completed, can lead to Fairfax County 
Parkway and beyond and further expand and enhance the ability of 
the public to explore the topography and woodlands.   


 
4. “…there was no reference to this particular trail when our FDPA (Final 


Development Plan Amendment) was under review by Staff before it was 
recommended for approval”. 
 Response:  Approval of the Dewberry & Davis LLC FDPA did not 


waive the requirement for construction of the trail segment in 
question.  The lack of comments on the trail segment in the original 
FDPA merely indicates incomplete staff work on the part of the 
developer in identifying all of the work required (e.g., trails) to 
develop the land and a staff internal coordination error on the part of 
Fairfax County staff.2  Mistakes on the part of the developer or 
incomplete staff work by the Fairfax County staff do not obviate the 
requirement to complete construction of this trail segment.  


   
5. “…construction of this small section of trail…would be in conflict with the 


limits of clearing and grading that are (is) represented on our approved 
FDPA”. 
 Response:  Clearing and grading adjustments can be made without a 


serious impact on the approved FDPA. 
 
 
Recommendation:  A waiver should not be granted.  


                                            
2 The original FDPA for this property was not fully coordinated with the Fairfax County Trails and 
Sidewalks Committee; otherwise, the trail segment requirement would have been incorporated.  
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