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PLUS Overview 
 Planning and Land Use System (PLUS) 
Department of Planning and Development (DPD) 
 Environmental Health (EH) 
 Fire Marshal (FM) 
 Land Development Services (LDS) 

    
    

    
     

  

Release 1 
October 2020 

Release 2 
July 1, 2021 

Release 3 
January 2022 

Release 4 
Fall 2022 

Presentation Focuses on DPD and EH applications, although 
Releases 1 and 2 also included applications for LDS 

Release 2 launched July 1, 2021 to coincide with the 
effective date of Fairfax County Zoning Ordinance 
Modernization Project (zMod) 
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Benefits of PLUS: 
• Transition to a digital plan submission and distribution 
• Centralized System for outside agency review and comments 
• Reduction in paper 
• Transparency 
• Real-time tracking and updates 
• User Friendly for Industry and Residents 
• GIS integration 
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DPD Applications in PLUS to date 

Zoning Evaluations Applications 

• Rezoning 
• Rezoning Plan Amendments 
• Special Permits 
• Special Exception 
• Variance 
• Pre-application meetings (R1) 

Zoning Administration Division Planning Division 

•Accessory Living Unit 
•Home Based Business 2.0 
•Interpretations of Zoning Ordinance 
•Vested Rights Determination 
•Zoning Compliance Letter Request 
•Noise Waiver 2.0 
•Noise Waiver 1.0 (R1) 
•Interpretations of Zoning Ordinance 1.0 (R1) 
•Home Based Business 1.0 (R1) 

• Intergovernmental Review 
• Public Facility (2232 Review) 
• Public School Expansion or 

Modification (2232 Review) 
• Administrative Review Eligible Project 

(AREP) 
• Wetlands Permit (Tidal) 
• Telecommunications (2232 Review) 
• Agricultural & Forrestal District 
• Comprehensive Plan Amendment (R1) 

Over 70 DPD Applications Submitted Online since 
July 1, 2021 
*As of July 12, 2021 
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DPD Data Conversion to PLUS 
 All historic ZED applications/documents in ZAPS will 
available for viewing and research in PLUS 
 Over 75,000 files (PDF, documents, etc.…) converted 
into PLUS 
 Over 20,000 ZAPs applications converted into PLUS 
 SQL Server (ZAD/PD) records converted to PLUS 
 In-process applications resumed in PLUS 
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Legacy System and 
Data Conversion 



  

 
 

 

   

Training and Outreach 
Training: 
• 332 user trained 
• Over 40 scheduled sessions 
• 18 External Training Sessions 

• External Agencies 
• Land Use Committees 
• Industry Groups 

Outreach: 
• Letters to Industry 
• Email Updates 
• Website Updates 
• Robust Help Desk and Customer Support 
• Social Media 
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Environmental Health added 
Temporary Events in 
Release 2 

• Temporary Food Event (TFE) 

Parent Record 

Event Coordinator 

• Temporary Food Establishment Permit (TFEP) 

Child Record 

Food Vendors 





  

Demo Subjects: 

• Search Functionality 
• Related Records Functionality 
• Application Submittal 
• Reports 
• Documents 
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Questions? 
Daniel.Creed@fairfaxcounty.gov 
Links: 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/plus 
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Welcome.aspx 
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Release 1 DPD applications Release 2 Planning applications 

Pre-Application Meetings (ZED) Intergovernmental Review 

Interpretations of Zoning Public Facility (2232 Review) 
Ordinance (ZAD) 

Public School Expansion or Modification (2232 Review) 
Noise Waiver 1.0 (ZAD) 

Administrative Review Eligible Project (AREP) 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

Wetlands Permit (Tidal) (PD) 

Telecommunications (2232 Review) 

Agricultural & Forrestal District (New, review, amendment) 

Release 2 ZED applications Release 2 ZAD applications 

Rezoning Accessory Living Unit 

Rezoning Plan Application Home Based Business 

Special Permits Interpretations of Zoning Ordinance 

Special Exception Vested Rights Determination 

Variance Zoning Compliance Letter Request 

Noise Waiver 2.0 
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RZ vs RZPA 
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Rezoning Plan 
Amendment (RZPA) 

Proffer Condition Amendments (PCA) 
Conceptual/Final Development Plans/Amendments 
(CDPA/FDPA) 
Comprehensive Sign Plan/Amendments (CSP/CSPA) 
Conceptual Plan Reston (CP/CPA) 
PRC Plans (PRC/PRCA) 



 DPD PLUS Applications Submitted 

• 2 RZPAs 
• 2 SEs 
• 8 SPs 

12 
ZED 

Applications 

• Administrative Permits 
• Determination 

Requests 

55 
ZAD 

Applications 
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