County of Fairfax, Virginia

MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 5, 2026

TO: Board of Supervisors
Bryan Hill, County Executive

FROM: Jennifer Van Ee, Legislative Director
Fairfax County Government Relations, Office of the County Executive

SUBJECT: 2026 Final Legislative Report

The 2026 General Assembly (GA) session was marked by significant statewide change and a
renewed focus on affordability, public safety, education, environmental protection, and the
evolving state-local partnership. Throughout this dynamic session, Fairfax County played an
essential leadership role, advancing its priorities, safeguarding local authority, and successfully
shaping legislation with broad impacts on residents, regional partners, and the Commonwealth.

Fairfax County’s legislative engagement remained extensive and strategic. County staff
reviewed 1,832 bills and resolutions, with the Board of Supervisors taking formal positions on
227 measures. The County continued to strengthen its regional collaboration efforts, hosting 10
Northern Virginia liaison meetings and convening a well-attended Richmond Reception that
brought together more than 50 attendees from the Fairfax delegation, state leaders, and regional
stakeholders.

As reflected throughout the attached report, Fairfax County was instrumental in shaping
statewide policy in key areas. Significantly, Fairfax County achieved a 100 percent success rate
on its three County Legislative Initiatives, each of which passed in some form. These include
important efforts to improve transportation safety through noise abatement monitoring systems,
expand authority to better protect our parks, and advance work on public-private partnerships to
support future investment in our community. Additionally, of the 135 bills the County supported,
68 percent of those bills were enacted as opposed to 24 percent of the 53 bills the County
originally sought to oppose or amend.

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and legislative staff worked collaboratively with
patrons, regional partners, and stakeholders to shape legislation in ways that protected local
flexibility and ensured operational feasibility. One example of such work is Fairfax County’s
advocacy and leadership in efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS),
commonly referred to as “forever chemicals,” particularly as they relate to wastewater treatment
byproducts (biosolids). HB 1443 and SB 386 served as the primary vehicles for PFAS action,
though they initially approached the issue differently. Both bills sought to establish a monitoring,
testing, and regulatory framework for PFAS concentrations in



biosolids, but SB 386, as introduced, proposed a more aggressive implementation timeline and
requirements that raised major feasibility concerns for local governments and wastewater
utilities. Through coordinated advocacy by Fairfax County and partner localities, staff was able
to work with patrons to ensure the final bill balanced environmental goals with the practical
realities of public infrastructure and available resources.

By aligning directly to the Legislative Program approved by the Board of Supervisors (BOS) on
December 9, 2025, this report provides a clear line between the policy direction established
before session and the advocacy, positions, and outcomes pursued throughout the 2026 General
Assembly Session. Each section summarizes legislation by policy category and documents the
final action taken on each bill, including enactment into law, gubernatorial veto, continued
consideration, or legislative failure. This structure is intended to demonstrate how County
lobbying efforts and BOS legislative positions translated into action during session while
maintaining transparency and accountability to the priorities adopted by the Board. The Table of
Contents for this Final Legislative Report begins on page two (2) and is intentionally structured
to mirror the priorities, guiding principles, and topic areas established in Fairfax County’s
adopted 2026 Legislative Program. The report also includes a dedicated section on studies and
commissions monitored during session and is designed to be accessible, easy to navigate, and
understandable to Fairfax County residents and stakeholders alike.

Despite the session’s complexity and the unresolved state budget, Fairfax County demonstrated
strategic leadership, effective bipartisan engagement, and consistent advocacy grounded in
operational experience and community needs. The County’s achievements — particularly its 100
percent success rate on legislative initiatives, influential role in shaping major policy areas,
and strong regional partnerships —underscore its reputation as a trusted, solutions-oriented voice
at the GA. The Government Relations team will continue to monitor the budget negotiations and
update the Board as information becomes available.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Fairfax County SUPPORTED legislation, policies, and appropriations measures that:

Fixed the underlying structural issues with the current K-12 funding and provided funding based on
actual local costs.

2. Fully funded and implemented recommendations from the 2023 JLARC report.

3. Rebalanced funding for joint responsibilities such as public safety and the justice system.

4. Ensured Northern Virginia received its fair share of statewide transportation revenues.

5. Advanced opportunities to leverage Commonwealth and local resources to drive business growth,

innovation, and economic diversification.

Ensured and expanded local control and flexibility in key areas such as taxation, housing, land use,
and the protection of public health, safety, and welfare.

Provided resources that support the most vulnerable in the community.

Promoted environmental stewardship and local flexibility to enhance the quality of life for
residents of Fairfax County.

Fairfax County OPPOSED legislation, policies, and appropriations measures that:

Reduced funding or shifted the cost of shared services to the County from the Commonwealth
for essential services, creating additional unfunded mandates.

Infringed or rolled back the local authority and flexibility in controlling policies and procedures
governing local land use matters.

Attempted to preempt, restrict, or limit local revenue-raising authority or adversely impact
existing tax authority.

Changed the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) in ways that impose additional burdens
on localities and limit flexibility for virtual meetings.

Fairfax County ADVANCED legislation, policies, and appropriations measures for:

Urban Public-Private Partnership Fund: Supported legislation and budget language to create an
investment fund to support the transformation of underutilized and obsolete commercial
properties in localities experiencing a significant decrease in commercial real estate assessments.

2. Expanding Park Authorities’ Authority to Ban Sex Offenders from Certain Park Facilities: Initiated
legislation to grant park authorities the same authority as local governments to ban sex offenders
from certain park facilities.

3. Vehicle Exhaust Noise: Initiated legislation to establish a pilot program to use acoustic devices to

enforce current vehicle exhaust noise regulations.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Final Legislative Report mirrors the priorities and guiding principles established in the County’s 2026
Legislative Program' and reflects the actions taken throughout the session. Regular updates on session
activities were provided through Legislative Committee Meetings, held on Fridays from January through
March. During each meeting, the Board of Supervisors (BOS) received briefings on lobbying activities,
legislative developments, and opportunities to provide direction on County engagement and positions related
to pending legislation. Following each Legislative Committee meeting, decisions and briefing materials were
documented and advanced for adoption to ensure an accurate and transparent record of BOS positions and
legislative actions taken throughout the session. All adopted 2026 Board Legislative Reports can be found on
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors main webpage”.

The 2026 General Assembly (GA) session began with inaugural festivities, especially given that Governor
Spanberger was the first woman to serve as Governor of Virginia. The Fairfax County delegation lost three
members to the Spanberger administration, and three new representatives joined the flood of new House
members elected in the November Blue Wave. With a new Democratic governor, there was renewed hope
for success on many Democratic priorities that had been vetoed over the past two years.

Session then moved quickly, with the GA sending four constitutional amendments to the Governor’s desk
within the first week, including legislation advancing the referendum on Congressional redistricting ahead of
the 2026 midterms (HJ 4 (Willett)). To move the redistricting referendum forward, the GA passed HB 1384
(Torian), and the caboose budget, HB 29 (Torian), before crossover to ensure an April referendum vote.

Session was also defined by a focus on affordability, including housing, healthcare, and energy, while also
addressing perpetual topics, such as public safety, education, and the evolving relationship between state and
local government. Throughout the session, Fairfax County remained actively engaged on legislation impacting
transportation, housing, public safety, elections, environmental regulation, behavioral health, and

the workforce.

This year's session ended without a budget conference report for the 2026-2028 biennium. As introduced, the
House and Senate budgets varied in both baseline revenues and funding priorities, the biggest of which was a
proposal by the Senate to sunset the data center sales and use tax exemption, giving them approximately $1.3
billion in additional funding to appropriate. While the Governor called a special session on the budget on April
23, the day after the Reconvened Session, no compromise has been announced as of June 5, 2026.
Complicating matters are several vetoes of revenue-producing bills, including retail cannabis market and skill
games legalization, further changing the baseline revenue numbers for both chambers’ budgets.

The Governor had 30 days from sine die to act on legislation, either making recommendations (amending),
vetoing, or signing into law. Out of the |,100 bills received, the Governor vetoed 8 bills, recommended
amendments to 180 bills, and signed 972 bills that will now become law. On April 22, the Reconvened Session
was held to consider the Governor's actions. The GA accepted |38 of the amendments, in part or in whole,
but rejected 41 others (28 discrete policies) by passing them by for the day. The Governor then had an
additional 30 days to consider final actions on the remaining bills. Of the 53 bills sent back to the Governor

I Fairfax County, Virginia. (2025, December 9). 2026 Legislative Program [PDF]. Legislative-Program-Final-Update-2-6-26_Optimized.pdf.

? Fairfax County, Virginia. https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/
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for consideration, the Governor vetoed an additional 23 bills (15 discrete policies), noting that while she
agreed with the policies of numerous bills, she did not believe they were ready to be implemented well.

As reflected throughout this report, many of the session’s most significant policy discussions centered on
balancing statewide policy and legislators' key priorities with local operational realities. The complex nature of
state control versus local authority and flexibility showed in issue areas ranging from data centers to labor
relations, firearm safety to transportation funding, just to name a few. The Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors and legislative staff worked collaboratively with patrons, regional partners, and stakeholders to
shape legislation in ways that protected local flexibility and ensured operational feasibility.

Fairfax County reviewed 1,832 bills and resolutions during the session, with the Board of Supervisors taking
formal positions on 227 measures. Notably, Fairfax County successfully advanced all three County legislative
initiatives in some form, achieving a 100 percent success rate. The County also continued its strong regional
engagement efforts, hosting 10 Northern Virginia liaison meetings and a highly attended Richmond Reception
that brought together approximately 52 attendees, including members of the Fairfax County delegation,
Lieutenant Governor Ghazala Hashmi, representatives from the Governor’s Administration, and numerous
regional and state stakeholders. As part of County staff's review of the final bill text, Governor’s actions, and
final disposition of legislation, the statistics in the table below were reviewed and updated to reflect the
County’s previously adopted positions.

SESSION ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES INSTANCES
Bills and Resolutions Introduced 3,646
Bills Reviewed by County operational and legal staff 1,832
Bills with Formal BOS Positions 227
Bills BOS Originally Opposed/Sought to Amend 53
Bills Remaining as Oppose/Amend |6°
Bills BOS Supported 135
Bills BOS Supports-Enacted 92
Hosted NOVA Liaison Meetings 10
Richmond Reception All Attendees 52
% of County Initiatives Enacted 100% (3 of 3)

As is customary, numerous bills were introduced to study a broad array of specific issues. In addition to the
ongoing work of the standing joint committees, councils, and commissions, the General Assembly and state
agencies will undertake reviews and convene workgroups pursuant to these measures, providing
recommendations on next steps back to the GA. Fairfax County will continue to closely monitor all General
Assembly activity related to the ongoing budget negotiations, county operations, and other priority matters as
laid out in the Board’s adopted Legislative Program.

3 Of the 16 bills that the BOS remained opposed to or sought to amend, three were amended before final passage.
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COUNTY LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES

Fairfax County had a successful year as all three of its initiatives passed. While one passed in a slightly different
form, all will move the Commonwealth and County forward on their goals around public transportation,
safety, and creating tools to address county-wide housing shortages.

e HB 55 addresses the ongoing issues of loud mufflers and their impacts on communities by authorizing
noise abatement pilot programs in Planning Districts 8, 9, and 15. HB 55 was signed by the Governor
on April 6, 2026, and is effective July |, 2026.

e HB 250 grants the County’s park authority the ability to restrict certain convicted sex offenders at
facilities, creating equitable authority between localities that own their park facilities and park
authorities. HB 250 was signed by the Governor on April 6, 2026, and is effective July I, 2026.

e HB 1376 and SB 285, as introduced, were identical and sought to update the Urban Public-Private
Partnership Redevelopment Fund code section to expand what localities could qualify and what
projects could be funded, as well as create a workgroup to set up funding regulations and grant
requirements. These bills were accompanied by budget amendments to fund the workgroup and
provide its first round of grants. HB 1376 died in House Counties, Cities, and Towns (CCT). SB 285
passed out of Senate Local Government but was changed in Senate Finance and Appropriations into a
Section | bill to include only the workgroup. In this form, SB 285 passed the GA. The Governor
amended the bill to direct the Board of Housing and Community Development, as opposed to the
Department, to conduct the review. The Governor signed the bill on April 22, 2026, and the deadline

for the report is November |, 2026.

Additionally, Fairfax County worked with delegation members to pass resolutions honoring the memory of
the former Legislative Director, Claudia Arko, and past members of the Board of Supervisors, Gerry
Connolly, Cathy Hudgins, and Michael Frey, recognizing their years of service and dedication have left a lasting
impact on Fairfax County and the Commonwealth.

Bill Patron Position Last Action

Number

HB 55 Noise abatement Richard C. | County Initiative | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
monitoring systems; local "Rip" (CHAP0056)
authorities to place and Sullivan, Jr.
operate, civil penalties.

HB 250 | Sex offenses prohibiting Vivian E. County Initiative | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
proximity to children; Park | Watts (CHAPO0096)

Authorities Act, penalty.

HB 1376 | Urban Public-Private Gretchen | County Initiative | Continued to next session in
Partnership Redevelopment | M. Bulova Counties, Cities and Towns
grant program; Board of (Voice Vote)

HCD to review, etc.

SB 285 Urban Public-Private Lashrecse | County Initiative | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Partnership Redevelopment | D. Aird (CHAP1001)
grant program; Board of
HCD to review, etc.
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FAIRFAX COUNTY PRIORITIES*

K-12 FUNDING

Since the release of the watershed 2023 Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) report, the
GA has been studying how to implement the recommendations and has made limited progress through budget
action. The only major K-12 funding legislation, HB 92 and SB 90, considered by the 2026 GA would have
codified changes to the Standards of Quality (SOQ) formula regarding the at-risk and special education add-on
previously made in the budget over the last several sessions. However, the legislation was carried over by the
Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee, which noted this topic would be addressed in the budget.

Several additional bills would have made other funding adjustments, including changing the composition of the
Local Composite Index (LCI) and addressing staff salary increases. All failed and will be looked at by the Joint
Subcommittee on K-12 Funding that was established by the 2024 GA.

Bill Title Patron Position Last Action
Number

HB 92 Public schools; At-Risk Sam Support Continued to next session in S-
Program established, Rasoul Finance and Appropriations
Standards of Quality. committee (15-Y 0-N)

HB 412 Local governing bodies; Nicole Oppose Left in Committee Appropriations
school division budgets, Cole

funding levels.

HB 753 Public school funding; Chris S. Oppose Left in Education
composite index of local Runion
ability-to-pay.

SB 90 Equity in public school Barbara A. | Support Continued to next session in S-
funding and staffing; At- Favola Finance and Appropriations
Risk Program established, committee (15-Y 0-N)

Standards of Quality.

TRANSIT SYSTEMS FUNDING

For the past two years, through the DMVMoves and S) 28 Joint Subcommittee efforts, the Commonwealth has
been looking at longer-term solutions for regional transit funding and how that specifically relates to the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA). To this end, various bills were introduced to
provide additional funds for regional and statewide transit needs, including for WMATA. HB 900/SB 730,
known colloquially as the “Big Bill,” decreased the retail sales and use tax from 4.3 percent to 4 percent and
expanded the tax to specific services and digital personal property. The bill also imposed a regional sales and
use tax, along with a retail delivery fee and a regional highway use fee, in Northern Virginia for regional transit
needs. HB | 179/SB 638, known as the “S] 28 Bill,” generated new statewide revenues through a statewide
retail package delivery fee and a sales tax on transportation network company (TNC) services. The bill also
imposed a regional sales and use tax, a retail delivery fee, a highway use fee, a sales tax on paid commercial
parking, and a sales tax on TNC services in Northern Virginia. HB 978 also levied taxes on certain services

4 Fairfax County Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 6-8)
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and digital personal property; however, it also divided revenues between K-12, WMATA, and the
Commonwealth Transportation Board. Understanding the complexity of statewide taxation policy, the GA
continued the bills to 2027 or left them in committee. To help address the short-term needs, both chambers
provided additional funding for WMATA in their respective budgets, though using different mechanisms.

Three other bills of interest also did not advance. HB 1205 would have removed the highway use fee for fuel-
efficient vehicles, but maintained the highway use fee for electric vehicles and alternative fuel vehicles. HB 1281
was the same but included additional language requiring localities accepting state relief for the “car tax” to
modify tangible personal property relief to include income criteria to calculate the amount of personal
property tax relief available for households. This would result in households with more income incrementally
receiving less relief and households with incomes above $200,000 being excluded altogether. HB 57 would
have increased the Commonwealth’s reimbursements for the purchase or maintenance of equipment that is

necessary for providing and operating emergency medical services by nonprofit emergency medical services

agencies.

Bill Title Patron County Last Action

Number Position

HB 57 Vehicles designed and used for Michael Support Continued to next session in
transportation of passengers; fees, | B. Finance and Appropriations (14-
funds returned to a locality. Feggans Y 0-N)

HB 900 Sales & use tax on taxable services | Richard Support Continued to next session in
& digital personal property; taxes | C. "Rip" Finance (Voice Vote)
levied in certain districts. Sullivan,

Jr.

HB 978 Retail Sales and Use Tax; taxation | Vivian E. | Support Continued to next session in
on various services, includes Watts Finance (Voice Vote)
digital personal property.

HB 1179 | Transportation; changes various Kathy Support Left in Committee
provisions of existing funds, etc. K.L. Tran Appropriations

HB 1205 | Motor vehicles insurance; hwy. Delores Oppose Left in Committee
use fee, tangible personal property | Oates Transportation
tax relief for certain vehicles.

HB 1281 | Motor vehicle insurance; highway | Delores Oppose Left in Committee
use fee, and tangible personal Oates Transportation
property tax relief.

SB 638 Transportation; changes various Adam P. | Support Continued to next session in
provisions of existing funds, etc. Ebbin Finance and Appropriations (I5-

Y 0-N)

SB 730 Sales & use tax on taxable services | Scott A. Support Continued to next session in
& digital personal property; taxes Surovell Finance and Appropriations (I5-
levied in certain districts. Y 0-N)

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

Conversations are happening nationwide about the high cost of housing and limited housing stock. This

housing crisis has prompted legislative actions at the federal, state, and local levels as leaders are looking for
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ways to increase supply and decrease costs. The Commonwealth was no different. The GA introduced
approximately 146 bills to address housing supply, affordable housing, zoning, manufactured housing, and
tenants’ rights. The County took formal positions on 49 of them, supporting 30 bills and playing an active role
with other localities to ensure that bills that passed would help increase affordability while respecting local
land use authority.

Housing across the income continuum is vital, and to help achieve this, affordable housing is needed. Fairfax
County is well on its way to achieving the Board’s goal of 10,000 new units by 2034. A key part of this success
has been the County’s affordable dwelling unit ordinance. As enacted, HB 867/SB 74 expands that authority to
all localities, helping other communities meet their individual goals. Similarly, the Fairfax County
Redevelopment and Housing Authority has the right of first refusal for affordable housing projects to which it
has contributed. HB 4, as enacted, will give every locality the right of first refusal when an affordable housing
project is up for sale. Localities can either exercise that right or confer it on a nonprofit or other entity. HB
854, as enacted, will provide localities with another tool for meeting this goal by allowing them to adopt local
tax incentives to help finance affordable housing projects.

Unfortunately, not all legislative initiatives introduced were tools for local governments to increase housing
supply; many were mandates and one-size-fits-all solutions. HB 816/SB 454, titled Housing by Jobs, sought to
require localities to allow housing by-right in commercial and business districts. The same patrons also
introduced HB 804 and SB 488, which sought to set a target housing stock production percentage that
localities would have to meet. If a locality did not, the bill laid out a set of requirements for implementation.
Similarly, SB 717 sought to impose new development requirements around transit hubs. Fairfax County
worked with other local governments to negotiate amendments on all five of these bills. However,
compromises were not made. Advocacy on the harm these bills would cause in local communities ensured
these bills were either carried over to the 2027 session or failed to pass.

While four mandates did pass on faith in housing, accessory dwelling units, small lot zoning requirements, and
parking minimums, Fairfax County’s current practice already reflects the new requirements for small lot
zoning and accessory dwelling units. HB 1279/SB 388, as enacted, will give nonprofit and religious
organizations the ability to build housing on their property by-right. Local governments raised concerns about
how this would be implemented but had little success in getting amendments outside of a delayed enactment
date, a four-year sunset of the authority, and protections for historical and environmental areas. After session,
local governments worked with the Administration to get additional clarification and technical improvements
to ensure better implementation, including protections for historical and environmental areas and requiring
the property to have the ability to be connected to public utilities. The GA accepted these amendments, and
the Governor signed the bill. HB 888 requires specific parking minimum ratios to be applied throughout the
state, especially concentrated around public transportation. Fairfax County worked with the patron and the
Administration to amend the bill to apply only to major public transportation hubs, reduce the zones' radii
from transit, and remove the provisions for affordable dwelling units. These amendments brought the
legislation closer to Fairfax County’s current policies adopted under Parking Reimagined.

Bill Title Position Last Action

Number

HB 4 Affordable housing; Elizabeth B. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
preservation, definitions, | Bennett- (CHAPO0352)
civil penalty. Parker
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HB 804 Localities; statewide Dan I. Helmer/ | Oppose Stricken at the request of Patron in
housing targets. A | Local Government (13-Y 0-N)
HB 816/ | Zoning; by-right Dan I. Helmer/ | Oppose House: Defeated by Senate
SB 454 multifamily re§|dent|al Schuyler T. A I Senate: Left in Counties, Cities and
development in areas VanValkenburg T
. owns
zoned for commercial
use.
HB 854 | Real property tax; local Rae Cousins Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
classification or (CHAPO0683)
designation for property,
nonprofit organizations.
HB 867/ | Affordable housing; local | Rae Cousins/ | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 74 zoning ordinance Jeremy S. (CHAP0435 & CHAPO0436)
authority. McPike
HB 888 Minimum off-street Irene Shin Amend Acts of Assembly Chapter text
parking requirements; (CHAP1075)
definitions, administrative
reductions.
HB 1212 | Zoning; small lot Briana D. Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
residential districts Sewell (CHAPOQ751)
required.
HB 1279/ | Affordable housing; Joshua G. Oppose Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 388 religious organizations Cole/ Jeremy A I (CHAP1096 & CHAP1009)
and other nonprofit tax- | S. McPike
exempt properties.
SB 488 Localities; statewide Schuyler T. Oppose Stricken at request of Patron in
housing targets. VanValkenburg | , I Local Government (1 1-Y 0-N)
SB 531 Zoning; development and | Kannan Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
use of accessory dwelling | Srinivasan (CHAP0895)
units, delayed effective
date.
SB 717 Transit-oriented housing | Saddam Azlan | Amend Continued to next session in

overlay districts;
definitions, ordinances,
report, sunset.

Salim

Counties, Cities and Towns (Voice
Vote)
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SNAP AND MEDICAID IMPLEMENTATION & SUPPORT FOR DISPLACED FEDERAL
WORKERS

The Trump Administration’s federal workforce reductions have had significant impacts on the Virginia
workforce, particularly in Fairfax County, where nearly 82,000 federal employees reside. Additionally, federal
changes to Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), enacted in 2025 through
H.R. I, create new administration processes and funding needs for states and localities. In response, the
Virginia House and the Senate each created a special committee to meet out of session to monitor how
federal changes were impacting the Commonwealth. The House Emergency Committee on the Impacts of
Federal Workforce and Funding Reductions produced a report in September that made several legislative
recommendations; however, the focus during session was the Commonwealth’s response to the H.R. |
changes. Most efforts to address the H.R. | changes to Medicaid and SNAP were proposed in the budget
rather than through statute, including state funding for SNAP benefits and administrative costs and support for
implementing Medicaid community engagement and work requirements. In addition to the budget language,
legislation (HB 66) was proposed in the House to update the technological systems used to administer federal
benefit programs, but it was ultimately unsuccessful. Although efforts to support displaced federal workers
were limited, legislation (HB 915) to allow local governing bodies to provide an extension on personal
property taxes to federal workers impacted by a federal government shutdown was successful.

Bill Title Patron Position Last Action
Number

HB 66 Federal benefit programs; | Michael B. | Support Continued to next session in Finance
DMAS & DSS shall study Feggans and Appropriations (14-Y 0-N)

the technology systems
used to administer.

HB 915 Local taxation; tax Alfonso Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
extension for federal H. Lopez (CHAPO0239)
government shutdown.

DATA CENTER IMPACTS AND REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

Data centers continued to be an ongoing discussion point during the 2026 GA session, especially over how to
manage energy use and potential environmental issues. Many of the bills were focused on how public utilities
could better manage energy demands and ensure data centers are paying their fair share. Additionally, there
were bills addressing how the public process around where new power lines and required power stations are
located. HB 153 and SB 94 sought to require data centers to provide local governments with additional
information about potential community impacts during the zoning process. Fairfax County and other local
government advocates raised some concerns with SB 94 that were addressed during session, and, before
passing, these bills were made identical. HB 897 sought to tie data center sales and use tax exemptions to
environmental requirements. Ultimately, this bill did not pass, but the concept was incorporated into the
House budget.

Finally, there was an additional bill, SB 334, that sought to require additional public hearings for projects
requiring new distribution or transmission lines or substations, especially as it pertains to data centers, when a
local government disposes of any permanent easements or rights-of-way. Concerns from local governments
were raised that this may increase timelines and costs for projects by requiring public hearings for routine

right-of-way agreements outside of projects, including data centers. The patron was amenable to making some
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changes but remained steadfast at the upper limit for a new electric transmission or distribution facility of
more than 69 kilovolts. Ultimately, the bill was tabled in Appropriations due to concerns from the Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT).

While progress was made during the session, ongoing conversations about the data center industry, its ties to

artificial intelligence (Al) growth, and advances in its own technology will continue in the Commonwealth,
nationally, and worldwide. Finally, the GA also passed several workgroups and studies around this topic,
including exploring how to productively use the heat energy produced by data centers.

Bill
Number

Patron

Position

Last Action

HB 153/ | Data centers; site Joshua E. | Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 94 assessment, sound profile | Thomas/ (CHAPO0567)
of the high energy use Danica A.
facility. Roem
HB 323 Data centers; Department | Richard C. | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
of Energy shall lead efforts | “Rip” (CHAPO591)
to accelerate use of waste | Sullivan
heat, report.
HB 897 Retail Sales and Use Tax; Richard C. | Support Passed by indefinitely in Finance and
exemption for data “Rip” Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)
centers, delayed effective | Sullivan
date.
SB 334 Conveyances of interests Danica A. | Amend Tabled in Appropriations (21-Y 0-N
in real property; public Roem [-A)
hearing required.

REFORMING STATE TAX STRUCTURE

The GA discussed many ideas around using taxes to incentivize or de-incentivize behaviors. However, they did
not have robust conversations around the outdated and regressive tax structure, or the limited options local
governments must fund core services. HB 13 and HB 703 could have had the opposite effect by eliminating the
remaining one percent local sales and use tax that is imposed on food purchased for human consumption and
essential personal hygiene products. Two other bills sought to address business taxes related to deducting
out-of-state receipts (HB 956) and valuation of personal property taxes as related to trade or business (HB
960). Only HB 960 was ultimately successful, though it was passed with a re-enactment clause (meaning the
GA will have to pass the identical bill in the next session) to allow for the workgroup created by the bill to
complete its review and provide recommendations.

Some conversations around tax reform were embedded in the transit funding conversations, as referenced

previously in “Transit Systems Funding” on page 6, though legislative efforts were unsuccessful.

Number
HB 13

Title

RS and UT; food
purchased for human

Patron

Joseph P.
McNamara

Position

Oppose

Last Action

Continued to next session in Finance
(Voice Vote)
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consumption and essential
personal hygiene products.

HB 703 RS & UT; food for human | Anne Oppose Continued to next session in Finance
consumption and essential | Ferrell (Voice Vote)

personal hygiene products, | Tata
delayed effective date.

HB 956 License taxes; deduction Vivian E. Oppose Left in Finance
for out-of-state receipts. Watts

HB 960 Personal property taxes; Vivian E. Monitor Continued to next session in Finance
valuation, effective clause. | Watts Oppose and Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)

AUTOMATED TRAFFIC SAFETY

As in previous years, more than a handful of photo speed monitoring bills were introduced and ultimately
enacted. While many did not survive the session, bills that did pass emphasized new requirements and
“guardrails” for locality-operated programs. No bills were enacted regarding license plate readers.

HB 1220 focused exclusively on “guardrails” for the speed enforcement programs initiated by state and local
law enforcement authorities, including provisions related to universal summonses, signage, data retention and
storage, photo speed monitoring device calibration, making certain information available to the public,
reporting, and a waiver of sovereign immunity protections for localities. The bill specifies how localities can
use civil penalty revenue — funds must first cover operating costs for the camera program and then may only
be used for improving traffic safety, speed management, bicycle and pedestrian safety, public transit, and other
systemic safety initiatives, starting with highway work zones, high-risk intersections, and other safety initiatives.
The bill was amended to remove the language specifically waiving sovereign immunity, but it was replaced with
similar language that removes sovereign immunity protections if the locality and vendor are found to have a
willful disregard for the law. The enacted bill also incorporates some of the provisions in the other photo
enforcement bills described below.

As enacted, HB 994 and SB 84 include many of the requirements found in HB 1220. However, HB 994 and SB
84 also contain provisions to allow expansion of localities’ traffic safety enforcement programs, with HB 994
expanding the types of locations where devices can be placed and SB 84 expanding the types of devices that
can be used in the currently permitted locations.

Additional bills were focused on specific components of photo enforcement. SB 219 provides universal
summons and reporting requirements for traffic safety enforcement programs, including the requirement to
send a second summons when someone fails to appear after an initial notice of violation. The bill was amended
to also include the same guardrail provisions and waiver of sovereign immunity-like protections as in HB 1220.
SB 436 had a more limited focus on work zone cameras, requiring them to be operational only when workers
are present. HB 684 and SB 59 require specific training standards for law enforcement officers, retired law
enforcement officers, and other certified reviewers.

SB 150, which was incorporated into SB 59, allows retired sworn law enforcement officers to review video
evidence of stopped school bus violations, enabling them to affirm the evidence in addition to law
enforcement, allowing localities to reassign serving law enforcement officers to other policing duties. The
County voiced concerns about certain provisions in several of these bills, but throughout the legislative
process, the requirements remained similar until the bills were made essentially identical regarding guardrails
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and requirements at the end of session. Except for SB 150, all the bills above were passed by the GA and

signed into law by the Governor.

Several other bills on this topic were thoroughly debated but did not advance. HB 1330, continued to 2027,

would have allowed pedestrian crossing and stop sign violation enforcement. As introduced, SB 297 rescinded

local authority to operate photo speed enforcement programs in the Commonwealth, while SB 306 was

intended to repeal the authority to operate traffic control device monitoring systems. The bills were amended

to become reporting requirements bills, like a version of SB 84 that was considered during the session, but

both failed to report from the Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee.

Like last year, a pair of bills focused on traffic safety concerns on the George Washington Parkway were
introduced. As passed by the GA, HB 77/SB 81 allowed enforcement of federal traffic infractions by state and
local law enforcement officers within Planning District 8 (PD8). The Governor recommended a substitute like
an earlier version of the bill that, with the assent of the federal government, would specifically allow speed
cameras to be placed on the Parkway. During the veto session, the GA accepted the Governor’s substitute.

Bill Title Patron County Last Action

Number Position

HB Law-enforcement officers, Paul E. Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text

77/SB 81 | state and local; enforcement | Krizek/ Scott (CHAPI1033 & CHAP0986)
of federal traffic infractions. | A. Surovell

HB Photo speed monitoring C.E. Cliff Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text

684/SB devices; photo-monitoring Hayes, Jr. ! I (CHAP0963 & CHAP0965)

59 systems for traffic signals,
proof of violation.

HB 994 Photo speed monitoring Holly M. Oppose | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
devices; placement and Seibold (CHAP0968)
operation.

HB 1220 | Photo speed monitoring Karrie K. Oppose | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
devices; placement and Delaney (CHAP0964)
operation.

HB 1330 | Speed safety cameras, Holly M. Oppose | Continued to next session in
pedestrian crossing violation | Seibold Finance and Appropriations (14-Y 0-
monitoring systems, etc.; N)
violation enforcement.

SB 84 Photo speed monitoring Angelia Oppose | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
devices, etc.; placement and | Williams (CHAPQ967)
operation, civil penalty, Graves
report.

SB 150 School bus video-monitoring | Christie Support | Incorporated by Transportation
systems; enforcement of New Craig (SB59-Diggs) (Voice Vote)
violations, sworn or affirmed
certificates.

SB 219 Photo speed monitoring Michael J. Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
devices; placement and Jones (CHAP0969)
operations.
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SB 297 Photo speed monitoring Mark J. Oppose | Passed by indefinitely in Finance and
devices; law-enforcement Peake Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)

agencies to report to VSP
number of summonses, etc.

SB 306 Traffic light signals and traffic | Mark J. Oppose | Passed by indefinitely in Finance and
control device monitoring Peake Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)
systems; locality to report to
VSP member of traffic
violations, etc., report.

SB 436 Photo speed monitoring Lamont Oppose | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
devices; highway work Bagby (CHAP0970)
zones, workers present.

RETAIL CANNABIS MARKET

After legalizing adult cannabis possession during the 2021 GA session, Virginia has remained without a legal
framework for a retail cannabis marketplace. Legislation to create a retail market passed the GA in recent
years but was ultimately vetoed by then-Governor Glenn Youngkin. In anticipation of a new Governor who
might view this legislation more favorably, the Joint Commission to Oversee the Transition of the
Commonwealth into a Cannabis Retail Market met during the 2025 interim to consider additional stakeholder
input and refine the draft legislation considered in recent sessions. Among the changes agreed to by the
Commission are several of interest to local governments, including (1) changing the required minimum
distance between retail cannabis stores from 1,000 feet to one mile, (2) prohibiting retail stores from being
located within 1,000 feet of places of religious worship, hospitals, schools, playgrounds, child day programs,
substance use disorder treatment facilities, or government facilities, (3) raising the local sales tax that localities
may impose from 2.5 percent to 3.5 percent, and (4) removing the option for localities to hold a local
referendum to prohibit cannabis sales.

The main legislative vehicle for a retail cannabis marketplace (HB 642/SB 542) introduced during the 2026 GA
reflected the recommendations from the Commission, including local taxing authority and land use authority.
While additional legislation was introduced that did not contain the provisions protecting local land use
authority (SB 826), the legislation, as passed by the GA, retains language protecting local authority over land
use and the |-3.5 percent local tax. Governor Spanberger proposed a substitute, which raised County
concerns as it removed key provisions requiring the Cannabis Control Authority (CCA) to provide notice to
localities when an application for a license in that locality is submitted and allowing the locality 30 days to
object, and directing the CCA to consider local impact factors for licensees. Given that the substitute raised
concerns among GA members, the GA passed that substitute by for the day, essentially rejecting it. On May
19, Governor Spanberger vetoed the bills, stating that while she supported the establishment of a safe, legal,
and well-regulated cannabis retail marketplace in the Commonwealth, the bills, as passed, lacked needed
enforcement authority and sufficient resources to ensure compliance, especially for bad actors.

Additional legislation related to retail cannabis and hemp products was considered, including legislation to
create licensure for tobacco and vape sales as well as require that any civil penalty imposed for selling retail
tobacco or hemp products intended for smoking to those younger than 21 years old be deposited into the
local, rather than state, treasury.
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Patron Position Last Action

HB 642/ | Cannabis control; establishes Paul E. Krizek/ | Support | Vetoed by the

SB 542 framework for creation of retail Lashrecse D. Governor
marijuana market, penalties, report. Aird

SB 142 Retail tobacco/hemp; sale of products | Ryan T. Support | Failed to Pass from
intended for smoking to persons McDougle conference
younger than 21 years of age.

OVERARCHING FUNDING PRIORITIES °

As noted in the Executive Summary, the GA session adjourned sine die without a budget compromise. While
the Governor called for a Special Session to discuss the budget on April 23, no progress has been made as of
June 5, 2026. Both chambers are recessed until they are called back, which is expected when a proposed
conference report on the budget is introduced. Because of the larger funding impasse, even short-term funding
needs, such as regional transit, have not been addressed. For detailed information on the State Budget and the
House and Senate budget proposals, please see the “2026-2028 Biennium Budget Chart®” and the “2024-2026

Caboose Budget Chart””.

K-12 FUNDING

Pending budget enactment

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

Pending budget enactment

TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

Pending budget enactment

BUDGET PRIORITIES & TAXES®

While the budget was not complete at the time of this writing, there was legislation considered regarding local
funding for public safety, such as increasing deputy sheriffs’ salaries. Additionally, while many bills proposing
changes to the tax code were introduced, very few passed. Fairfax County supported many efforts that may
have affected local taxing authority, including the ability to tax nicotine vape products (HB 1449), as well as a
study of the personal property tax on vehicles, also known as the “car tax” (H) 34/SR 6). Conversely, HB 566

5 Fairfax County Overarching Funding Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 7-8)

6 2026-2028 Biennium Budget Chart, (2026) [PDF]. Fairfax County Government.

https://www fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/L egislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[2 1]
72024-2026 Caboose Budget Chart, (2026) [PDF]. Fairfax County Government.

https://www fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/L egislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[19]
8 Fairfax County Budget Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 8-10)
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https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[21]
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[19]
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[19]
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[21
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[19

would have repealed the “car tax.” While it did note that local revenue losses would need to be replaced, it
did not include a plan or corresponding budget amendment to provide that support. Though none of these
bills were successful, their discussion continues to highlight the need for reforming the tax code holistically.

Bill Patron Position Last Action

Number

HB 566 | Tangible personal property | Joseph P. | Oppose Left in Finance
tax relief; rate of taxation. | McNamara

HB 1449 | Local tax authority; Kimberly | Support Left in Committee Appropriations
nicotine vapor products, Pope
definitions. Adams

Hj 34 Qualifying vehicles, certain; | Lily V. Support Continued to next session in Finance
Dept. of Tax. to study Franklin and Appropriations (10-Y 4-N)
options for abolishing
personal property tax.

SB 103 Salaries of certain full-time | William M. | Support Continued to next session in Finance
deputy sheriffs. Stanley and Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)

SR 6 Qualifying vehicles, certain; | David W. | Support Continued to next session in Finance
Dept. of Tax. to study Marsden and Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)
options for abolishing
personal property tax.

BILLS ALIGNED TO POSITION STATEMENTS

EARLY CHILDHOOD?

Consistent with the overall centering of affordability during the 2026 GA session, a variety of legislation was
introduced to help make child care and early childhood education more accessible and affordable. The 2025
GA referred legislation to create an early childhood funding formula to the Early Childhood Care and
Education Commission so it could be studied during the 2025 interim. The resulting legislation (HB 1208/SB
I 34) was successfully enacted during the 2026 GA session, and establishes a child care access calculation to
provide legislators with a better estimate of the funding needed for early childhood care and education
services. The calculations will consider parental demand and choice preferences as well as slots needed to
reflect new demand resulting from local and regional economic development efforts and public-private
partnerships. To meet the new demand, VDOE will consult with the Virginia Economic Development
Partnership Authority and the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation’s Virginia Business Roundtable for Early
Education to calculate slots needed to ensure adequate supply in regions with active, recognized economic
development initiatives, public-private partnerships focused on building the supply of quality child care services,
and/or identified child care deserts. The legislation also clarifies that the calculation will not affect regularly
recurring federal funding for the Child Care Subsidy Program (CCSP), Early Head Start, and Head Start, and
that federal funding will be maximized and fully expended before expending any state general funds.

9 Reference the Early Childhood position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 10)
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Additionally, the calculation will not obligate the GA to a specific appropriation of funds. Instead, it is designed
to inform the GA’s decisions about the proportion of parental demand for and supply of early childhood care
and education services and the required appropriation level to address that demand.

Additional legislation enacted seeking to address affordability included the creation of the Employee Child
Care Assistance Program (HB 18/SB 3), which will provide matching funds to incentivize employers to
contribute to employee child care costs, and additional reporting on Head Start and Early Head Start in
Virginia (HB 211). Other ideas were considered but were ultimately unsuccessful. The GA considered
legislation to develop and implement a phased reduction model for CCSP, to ensure that families do not
experience a sudden loss of eligibility when their income increases (HB 254/SB 20); create a Children’s
Cabinet (HB 485); and establish the Home-Based Child Care Provider Start-Up Grant Pilot Program to
expand the supply of licensed home-based child care providers (HB 259).

Bill Patron Position Last Action

Number

HB 254 Child Care Subsidy Jackie H. | Support Left in Committee Appropriations
Program; income-based Glass

eligibility for assistance.

HB 1208/ | Public education; early Briana D. | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 134 childhood care and Sewell/ (CHAP0456 & CHAP0457)
education, child care Mamie E.

access calculations, report. | Locke

SB 20 Child Care Subsidy Mamie E. | Support Left in Education
Program; income-based Locke
eligibility for assistance.

ENVIRONMENT"

Energy and Climate Change

While conversation on data centers and the environment was prominent, another focus was on clean,
affordable energy. One of the key measures was HB 397/SB 802, requiring Virginia to rejoin the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). Additional clean energy-focused bills included the establishment of the
Virginia Clean Energy Innovation Bank to help finance projects (HB 1444/SB 225), and the creation of a Solar
Interconnection Grant Fund and Program to offset costs associated with interconnecting solar facilities to the
grid (HB 683/SB 659). HB 590/SB 382 requires the state to set up a platform to help streamline the residential
solar permitting process. Concerns remain on how this will interact with existing local platforms, as well as
the notification for inspection requirements, which will need to be resolved by the workgroup.

Affordability was also a big focus. HB 770/SB 650 provides the State Corporation Commission (SCC) with the
authority to provide discounted rates for low-income residents. Additionally, HB 828/SB 516 requires electric
utilities to report disconnection rates to the SCC to gather more information about the current problem. HB

10 Reference the Environment position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. | 1-12)
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903/SB 251 directs the SCC to study the current regulatory framework for electric utilities and consider
whether a performance-based regulation framework would help improve performance and control costs
better. This report is due July 1, 2027.

Bill Patron Position Last Action
Number
HB 397/ | Clean energy and community | Charniele L. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 802 flood preparedness; market- | Herring/ Mamie (CHAP0920 & CHAPQ921)
based trading program. E. Locke
HB 590/ | Smart Solar Permitting Phil M. Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 382 Platforms established; Hernandez/Scott (CHAPO0633 & CHAPO0634)
residential solar energy A. Surovell
systems; work group; report.
HB 683/ | Solar Interconnection Grant | Charniele L. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 659 Fund and Progrm Herring/ (CHAPO0659 & CHAPO0660)
established; report; sunset. Christie New
Craig
HB 770/ | Public utilities; water and Charniele L. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 650 sewerage companies, Herring/ David (CHAPO0217 & CHAPO0218)
discounted rates for low- W. Marsden
income customers.
HB 828/ | Electric utilities; Charniele L. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB516 disconnection reports, State | Herring/ R. (CHAPO0676 & CHAPO0677)
Corporation Commission Creigh Deeds
database, annual summary.
HB 903/ | Electric utilities; Richard C. "Rip" | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 251 performance-based Sullivan, Jr./ (CHAPO701 & CHAPO0702)
regulation; work group; Scott A. Surovell
report.
HB 914 Local Environmental Impact | Alfonso H. Support Continued to next session in
Fund; created. Lopez Counties, Cities and Towns
(Voice Vote)
HB 1444/ | Virginia Clean Energy Alfonso H. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 225 Innovation Bank; established; | Lopez/Scott A. (CHAPI125 & CHAP1 126)
report. Surovell

Municipal Solid Waste

Composting, along with recycling, are two key solid waste management tools the GA has sought to encourage
through enabling statutes. This year, the GA passed HB 101 1/SB 226, granting localities authority to, by
ordinance, require certain large-scale organic waste producers to divert compostable material as well as
establish civil penalties for violations. It also notes the GA’s intent that new and renovated public school
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buildings and facilities have waste disposal infrastructure. Additionally, HB 645 started out as a bill to exempt
ReWorld, a waste-to-energy facility in PD 8, from requirements under the Virginia Clean Economy Act
(VCEA). However, during deliberations, the bill was instead turned into a permissive bill for localities in PD8
to explore options related to small renewable energy projects including anaerobic digestion technology from
composted materials.

Bill Title Patron Position Last Action

Number

HB 1011/ | Local competitive bidding for Kathy K.L. | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter

SB 226 compost and other products Tran/Scott text (CHAPI 121 &
containing organic soil amendments; | A. CHAPI1122)
waste disposal infrastructure; civil Surovell
penalty.

SB 645 Air Pollution Control Board Scott A. Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter
regulations; small renewable energy Surovell S text (CHAPO901)
projects; anaerobic digestion
technology; report.

Natural Resources and Conservation: Invasive Plant Species

How to address the growing number and prevalence of invasive species has been an ongoing conversation in
the GA. Several bills were successfully considered to address these issues, including HB 109, which amends
the definition of noxious weeds to remove the exclusion for living plants that are commercially viable or
propagated to try and ease the ability to label harmful plants as such. Additionally, HB 388/SB 89 would grant
additional powers to local service districts to control the spread of invasive species in their area. In HB 88,
VDOT was initially required to include invasive species abatement in its highway maintenance programs,
potentially increasing already significant maintenance costs. However, as enacted, HB 88 prohibits the
Commonwealth Transportation Board and the Commissioner of Highways from planting invasive species
within the right-of-way of any state highway. It also requires stakeholders to review the processes and
resources necessary to determine the prevalence of invasive plants on state rights-of-way.

Bill Patron Position Last Action
Number
HB 88 Highway rights-of-way; invasive Amy J. Laufer Monitor Acts of Assembly
species. Chapter text
(CHAPO0063)
HB 109 Board of Agriculture and Consumer Holly M. Seibold | Support Acts of Assembly
Services; noxious weeds; commercial Chapter text
viability; report. (CHAPO066)

HB 388/ | Powers of service districts; control of | Katrina Callsen/ | Support Acts of Assembly

SB 89 invasive plant species. Saddam Azlan Chapter text
Salim (CHAPOI29 &
CHAPO130)

Natural Resources and Conservation: Water Quality, PFAS and Biosolid Regulation
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As in recent years, the 2026 GA advanced legislative efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS), commonly referred to as “forever chemicals,” particularly regarding wastewater treatment byproducts
(biosolids). PFAS contamination continues to emerge as a significant environmental and public health concern
nationwide, and Virginia’s legislative approach this session reflected a growing urgency to better understand
and manage its impacts.

HB 1443 and SB 386 represented the primary vehicles for action with two different approaches. While both
bills sought to establish a framework for monitoring, testing, and regulating PFAS concentrations in biosolids,
they diverged significantly in approach. SB 386, as originally introduced, proposed a more aggressive and
immediate implementation timeline, including requirements that raised feasibility concerns from local
governments and wastewater utilities. Localities, including Fairfax County, expressed strong opposition to the
initial framework due to the lack of clarity on implementation logistics, compressed timelines, and the
potentially significant and unfunded costs associated with rapid PFAS mitigation and removal. In contrast, HB
1443 provided a more measured and operationally feasible approach, allowing for phased implementation,
additional study, and a clearer pathway for compliance. Local governments broadly aligned in support of this
framework, emphasizing the importance of balancing environmental goals with practical execution and
available resources. Through coordinated local lobbying efforts and advocacy engagement, local concerns were
incorporated into the final legislation. The bills went to conference and were ultimately amended to align with
HB 1443, adopting a more achievable timeline for testing and management while avoiding immediate mandates
for costly infrastructure.

Additionally, HB 938/SB 138 will help provide more insight into PFAS sources by requiring industrial
wastewater facilities that discharge waste into a publicly owned treatment works to perform new quarterly
monitoring for PFAS and report results to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and the public
treatment works. Ultimately, these bills will assist with efforts to reduce PFAS in drinking water.

Additional water quality measures were considered, including HB 952, which addresses nutrient credits in the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Nutrient Credit Exchange Program, including prioritization of enforcement on
industrial stormwater permittees and convening a work group to evaluate and provide recommendations
regarding the most effective way to address industrial stormwater general permit nutrient reduction
compliance. HB 387/SB 473 sought to codify an agreement regarding source water for the Occoquan
Reservoir. Fairfax County supported this bill due to our use of the Occoquan Reservoir. The interested
parties came together and were able to agree on a solution, making the legislation unnecessary.

Bill Position Last Action

Number

HB 387/ | Occoquan Reservoir; low- Paul E. Support | House: Tabled in Agriculture,

SB473 flow protections for drinking | Krizek/ David Chesapeake and Natural Resources
water safe yield. W. Marsden (22-Y 0-N)

Senate: Continued to next session
in Agriculture, Conservation and
Natural Resources (12-Y 0-N)

HB 880 | Dept. of Environmental Hillary Pugh Oppose | Incorporated by Agriculture,
Quality; monitoring Kent Chesapeake and Natural Resources
requirements for PFAS. (HB1443-Lopez) (Voice Vote)
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HB 938/ | Department of Environmental | Nedarius E. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter text

SB 138 | Quality; industrial Clark/ Jeremy (CHAP709 & CHAP710)
wastewater; publicly owned S. McPike
treatment works; PFAS
monitoring.

HB 952 | Chesapeake Bay Watershed | Alfonso H. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Nutrient Credit Exchange Lopez (CHAP080)

Program; certain industrial
stormwater permittees.

HB Owners of sewage treatment | Alfonso H. Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
1443/SB | works; land application, Lopez/Richard (CHAPO0853 & CHAPO0854)
386 marketing, or distributing of | H. Stuart

sewage sludge.

GENERAL LAWS'"!

Labor Relations and Collective Bargaining

Employment issues were key discussion points on affordability, including enacted measures on paid sick leave
requirements (HB 5/SB 199) and the first step towards the creation of a statewide family and medical leave
program (HB 1207/SB 2). Building on legislation passed in 2021, the GA looked at a full repeal of the ban on
public sector public bargaining. HB 1263 and SB 378, as passed, sought to repeal the ban on public sector
collective bargaining, setting up a state-based model for all public employees governed by a state Public
Employee Relations Board (PERB). It was an extensive bill, setting forth rules such as bargaining unit structure,
election requirements, rights and responsibilities for parties, and negotiation timelines. In 2021, the GA passed
a local option for collective bargaining for local employees, and many localities, including Fairfax County,
elected to set up their own successful systems. Discussions for local governments focused on implementation
concerns and clarifying amendments, including how local systems would be impacted by the change from local
processes to state-driven models. HB 1263/SB 378 passed in the last hours of the GA session and moved to
the Governor’s desk. The Governor sent back a substitute bill making substantial changes, pushing out the
implementation dates, limiting what could be considered in bargaining negotiations, and providing clarity for
how local systems would function during the transition period. During the Reconvened Session, the GA
passed her amendments by for the day, essentially rejecting them and sending the bill as passed back to her
desk. The Governor vetoed the bill, stating that she plans to sign a repeal of the public sector collective
bargaining ban but felt there were too many outstanding implementation issues.

Additionally, the GA passed HB 547/SB 731, requiring localities that contract with a private entity to provide
public transportation services to require those entities to compensate their employees with salaries and
benefits equivalent to county/city counterparts. The bills would not affect contracts or rights accrued before
July 1, 2026, only affecting contracts after this effective date. The bills also required the Department of Rail
and Public Transportation to convene a workgroup to develop recommendations on how to implement the
provisions of the bills before November I, 2026. The Governor recommended line amendments that would
state no contracts or rights accrued before July 1, 2027, would be affected (rather than July I, 2026), and
provide the workgroup an extra month to undertake their work. Another Governor’s amendment specified

I Reference the Economic and Workforce Development & General Laws position statements as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 12-
13)
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that, except for the workgroup, the bill would not become effective unless reenacted by the 2027 GA, which
the GA agreed to.

The GA also considered the topics of prevailing wage, workplace safety, discrimination, and other employee
protections. One bill that passed will expand discrimination protections for employees (SB 637). As
introduced, it would have waived sovereign immunity for governmental entities, which caused concerns for
local governments, but it was amended to exclude that provision while maintaining the protection for
employees. HB 569/SB 518, as introduced, was an expansive bill relating to prevailing wage and public works
contracts. Local governments already have the authority to provide prevailing wage, which Fairfax County has
adopted, but this bill went further, changing the definition of prevailing wage (making it hard to predict),
expanding administrative requirements for both contractors and contracting agencies, and adding
apprenticeship requirements. A coalition of stakeholders raised concerns about how this could increase
timelines and costs for public works contracts, and the scope of the bills was narrowed, preserving local
authority. The Governor further amended the bill, exempting the Virginia Housing Development Authority
and the Department of Housing and Community Development due to concerns about housing affordability. As
enacted, Fairfax County may implement some of these state changes into the local ordinance but is not
required to do so.

Similarly, HB 1046/SB 324 was introduced as an expansive bill making previously non-mandatory practices
mandatory but was narrowed as it went through the process. As enacted, these bills amend the Virginia Public
Procurement Act (VPPA) to require contractor requirements to include safety requirements and contractor
disclosure of various federal wage and labor laws and notice to public bodies. Fairfax County already collects
much of this information and provides many of these protections as they are currently in the non-mandatory
provisions of the VPPA.

Bill i Position Last Action
Number
HB Private companies Dan I. Helmer/ Oppose | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
547/SB providing public Saddam Azlan (CHAP1058 & CHAP1026)
731 transportation services; Salim
employee protections.
HB 569/ | Prevailing wage rate for Michael B. Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB518 public works contracts; Feggans/ Aaron R. (CHAPI060 & CHAP1014)
localities. Rouse
HB 715 Labor and employment; Patrick A. Hope Oppose | Incorporated by Labor and
collective bargaining by Commerce (HB1263-Tran)
certain constitutional
officers.
HB 850 | Virginia Public Paul E. Krizek Oppose | Incorporated by Appropriations
Procurement Act; unless (HB1046-Carr)
additional public works amended
contract requirements.
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HB 1046/ | Virginia Public Betsy B. Carr/ Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text

SB 324 Procurement Act; Jeremy S. McPike o (CHAPO88 & CHAP1002)
additional public works
P . unless
contract requirements; lod
report.

HB 1263/ | Public employees; repeals Kathy K.L. Tran/ | Monitor | Vetoed by Governor
SB 378 existing prohibition on Scott A. Surovell O
collective bargaining, etc.

SB 637 Virginia Human Rights Act; | Adam P. Ebbin Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
procedures for a charge of O (CHAP0950)
unlawful discrimination.

FOIA, Data Sharing, and Privacy

The growth in technology and advancements in Al have driven a nationwide conversation about data, data
sharing, data privacy, and data transparency, particularly in matters of government. This includes FOIA and the
requirement for governments to provide transparency to those they serve. While there were robust
discussions about how to balance transparency and operational efficiency, most of the legislative efforts failed,
including HB 463, which the County supported. This bill sought to reform FOIA requirements specific to
public meetings, quorum definitions, and electronic communication, including the “rule of three” (this refers to
the requirements that if three or more members of an elected body are present and discuss business,
including via email or other electronic communications, it must be declared a public meeting). While the GA
acknowledged the issues that brought this proposed change forward, it decided to send the bill to the FOIA
Council for more study before making sweeping changes.

Additionally, legislators advanced HB | 161, which amended the Government Data Collection and
Dissemination Practices Act to establish limitations and expectations around the sharing of personal
information by state and local agencies, particularly in relation to localities sharing personal data with federal
entities. As introduced, the bill raised significant concerns for Fairfax County that limiting data dissemination
only to instances “required by law” would undermine the ability to coordinate services across departments,
partner with external organizations (i.e., George Mason University), and effectively administer programs that
rely on shared data to improve outcomes and efficiency for citizens. Through engagement with the patron and
legislative process, these concerns were addressed in the final legislation. The enacted version preserves the
ability of agencies to share information for a “proper purpose,” including activities such as program
administration, service delivery, fraud prevention, and data analytics, while still strengthening privacy
protections and clarifying permissible uses.

Bill Position Last Action

Number

HB 463 | Virginia Freedom of Information Act; | Laura Support Continued to next session
definitions, meetings, quorum and Jane in General Laws (Voice
electronic communication. Cohen Vote)

HB 1161 | Government, Data Collection & Kathy Amend Acts of Assembly Chapter
Dissemination Practices Act; K.L. Tran text (CHAPO0748)
dissemination of personal data to the
federal government.
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Government Administration

To promote efficient, transparent, and accountable government, SB 530, as enacted, will require that state and
local governments file Statement of Economic Interest (SOEI) forms electronically, as elected officials currently
do. Fairfax County and other local governments supported the streamlined process for electronic submission,
but raised concerns that this would mean that their staff's personal information would now be searchable as
part of the current electronic database (as opposed to local staff forms, which are kept at the local level and
are subject to FOIA for five years). The GA debated this point and decided to pass the bill as it was intended
to provide transparency.

Similarly, SB 50 sought to expand the definition of lobbying to include influencing or attempting to influence
local government action. Localities worked with GA members to ensure that it was clear that it only pertained
to local elected officials, to allow for local governments to continue to work efficiently with community
partners. Additional implementation concerns were raised around the Conflict of Interests Act (COIA) gift
cap and how this may apply, and the bill was ultimately tabled.

The goal of SB 228 was accountability, as it sought to limit local governments’ ability to claim sovereign
immunity. It stated that if a locality or political subdivision opts to provide liability insurance to cover damage
and other expenses in certain civil actions, that would act as a waiver of sovereign immunity. While the bill did
limit the amount that could be granted in a civil action, that provision does not address the practical issue that
such insurance would become exponentially more expensive for a local government to purchase under this
new law, driving up the cost for both the insurance and potential court-ordered damages. The legislation
generated overwhelming opposition from local governments across the Commonwealth, including Fairfax
County, due to concerns regarding substantial fiscal impacts, increased litigation exposure, and the erosion of

long-standing legal protections relied upon by local governments and public safety personnel. Fairfax County
estimated the proposal could increase annual County costs by more than $6.2 million through increased
liability claims, insurance premiums, and operational impacts. Localities also raised concerns that the proposal
could divert funding away from essential public services and create long-term recruitment and retention
challenges for public safety employees. When these issues were brought up by local governments as well as
other political subdivisions, the GA continued the bill.

Bill Title Patron Position Last Action

Number

SB 50 Lobbying; expands definition to | Aaron R. Amend Tabled in Appropriations (22-Y
include influencing/attempting Rouse 0-N)
to influence local government
action.

SB 228 Localities; liability insurance, Scott A. Oppose Continued to next session in
certain waiver of sovereign Surovell Finance and Appropriations
immunity.

SB 530 State and Local Government Kannan Amend Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Conflict of Interests Act; Srinivasan (CHAPO0504)
electronic disclosure by local
government officers and
employees.

Elections
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During the 2026 GA session, legislators advanced measures to strengthen the accessibility, integrity, and
administration of elections across the Commonwealth, reflecting a continued commitment to fair, secure, and
equitable elections consistent with Fairfax County’s historical support for expanding access while maintaining
public confidence.

A central focus of the session was passing a constitutional amendment to enshrine the fundamental right to
vote and modernize voter qualification standards. The amendment, which will be submitted to voters for
ratification, establishes an explicit right to vote, provides for automatic restoration of voting rights for
individuals with felony convictions upon release from incarceration, and clarifies that only individuals who lack
the capacity to understand the act of voting may be disqualified, representing a significant shift to elevate
voting rights protections at the constitutional level.

The GA also expanded access to voting opportunities by increasing in-person absentee voting availability,

including additional weekend hours, and extending the deadline for receipt of mailed ballots to the third day
after an election, while reinforcing processes for voters to correct technical errors. Additionally, legislation
strengthened voter registration integrity by establishing a 90-day “quiet period” for systematic list maintenance
and clarifying that disqualification due to incapacity requires a specific judicial finding.

Bill Patron Position Last Action
Number
HB 28 Voter registration; regular periodic | Rozia A. Henson, | Support | Continued to next session
review of registration records. Jr. in Privileges and Elections
(15-Y 0-N)
HB Elections; deadline for receipt of Adele Y. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter
82/SB absentee ballots and certain other | McClure/Barbara text (CHAPOO6| &
58 information, etc. A. Favola CHAPO0062)
HB 963 | Constitutional amendment; Marcia S. "Cia" Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter
/ISB6 qualifications of voters, right to Price/ Mamie E. text (CHAPO0004 &
vote, persons not entitled to vote. | Locke CHAPO0005)
HB Incapacitated persons; finding of Kathy K.L. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter
1014/SB | lack of capacity to understand act | Tran/Barbara A. text (CHAP0442 &
34 of voting. Favola CHAPO0443)
HJ 2/S)2 | Constitutional amendment (second | Elizabeth B. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter
reference); qualifications of voters | Bennett-Parker text (CHAP0974 &
and the right to vote; persons not | /Mamie E. Locke CHAP0978)
entitled to vote.
SB 52 Voter registration; regular periodic | Aaron R. Rouse | Support | Left in Appropriations
review of registration records.
SB 438 | Absentee voting in person; Lamont Bagby Amend | Acts of Assembly Chapter
available on the second and third text (CHAP0945)
Sunday before all elections.
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HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES'"

Behavioral Health

The 2026 GA continued to build on efforts from previous years to provide support for individuals with
developmental disabilities (DD) and their families by expanding Medicaid waivers and increasing access to
behavioral health services. Legislation passed by the 2024 GA directed the Department of Medical Assistance
Services (DMAS) to disregard certain SSDI income above the maximum Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
when determining financial eligibility for DD waivers. This change allows some individuals receiving DD waiver
services to begin or increase employment and earnings without fear of losing Medicaid eligibility and access to
critical waiver support. The 2024 legislation was set to expire on July |, 2026, and the 2026 GA enacted
legislation (HB 37) to make the change permanent. Other legislation considered but not passed would have
modified the program rules for consumer-directed services available through certain Medicaid waivers to
allow an individual receiving services to serve as the employer of record for their own service delivery (HB
470/SB 114).

A variety of legislation was also enacted in 2024 in response to a 2023 JLARC report that identified issues with
the state psychiatric hospital system, including the ongoing bed crisis, and made several legislative
recommendations. One bill enacted in response authorized a pilot program in the Hampton Roads region to
allow a hospital with a psychiatric emergency department to employ certified evaluators to perform the
prescreening evaluations that determine whether a person meets the criteria for a temporary detention order
(TDO). Legislation enacted by the 2026 GA (HB 1292/SB 735) would extend the pilot by one year, from July
[, 2026, to July |, 2027, to allow the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS)
to gather additional data and information. While the legislation is tied to a specific region, there are some
concerns about the precedent set by allowing employees of a private hospital to perform a role historically
performed by community services boards (CSBs).

Bill Patron Position Last Action

Number

HB 37 Developmental disability | Irene Shin Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
waivers; financial eligibility (CHAPOO055)

standards, sunset repeal.

HB Temporary detention; Marcia S. "Cia" Price/ | Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
1292/ certified evaluators, J.D. "Danny" Diggs (CHAP0283 & CHAP0284)
SB 735 sunset extended.

Child Welfare

The Sdfe Kids, Strong Families initiative launched in May 2024 to advance child welfare reform in Virginia. One
component included a study by McKinsey and Company of the child welfare system to address concerns
related to gaps in child safety, workforce issues, and accountability. The study analyzed other states with state-
supervised, locally administered systems and considered input from various stakeholders, including the Virginia
Department of Social Services (VDSS), local departments of social services (LDSS), community partners, and
individuals with lived experience.

12 Reference the Health and Human Services position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 14-15)

PAGE 26




In addition, in fall 2025, as part of his annual report, the Virginia Children’s Ombudsman made several
legislative recommendations for changes to the child welfare system due to concerns regarding child fatalities.
Recommendations included additional workforce support, centralizing intake of child protective services (CPS)
complaints, extending the current 24-hour response for all CPS referrals involving children under 2 years to all
referrals involving children 3 years and under, and additional state oversight and intervention in local CPS
systems. Following this report, in December 2025, McKinsey released a summary of their study on the foster
care system and recommended similar solutions. Given this, legislation was introduced in the 2026 GA to
implement these recommendations.

The final legislation (HB 1490 and SB 640) sets out a plan to centralize the intake of CPS complaints, beginning
July 1, 2028, and concluding July |, 2030, and directs VDSS to contract with a third-party vendor for a
comprehensive study of the CPS complaint screening process to identify best practices and make
recommendations for the most effective and efficient system for intake. A subsequent work group will
evaluate the study and recommendations of the third party, consider the costs of the recommendations, and
options for implementation. Additional legislation (HB 1366 and SB 640) grants the Commissioner of Social
Services authority to issue corrective action plans for LDSS and to assume control of LDSS in instances where
an LDSS fails to comply with the corrective action plan. The County worked with advocates to amend the bills
to delay the centralization of CPS intake to ensure that it is the correct solution to the problems identified in
the study and implement solutions deliberately. While the bill has been signed, implementation depends on the
appropriation of funds. Fairfax County will continue to monitor the budget negotiations.

The GA also enacted additional legislation on child welfare, including bills related to recording all child welfare
interviews (HB 1222); expanding the authority of the Children’s Ombudsman (SB 126), and policies related to
kinship care. The GA also considered other ideas that were unsuccessful, including requiring new luggage to
be provided to children in foster care (HB 76), updating the Indian Child Welfare Act (HB 775), and increasing
support for children’s basic needs in foster care.

Patron County Last Action

Position

HB 76 Foster care; DSS to Karen Support Left in Committee Appropriations
establish/maintain supply of | Keys-

new luggage to transport | Gamarra
child's belongings.

HB 1222 | Social services, local Karrie K. | Amend Vetoed by the Governor
departments of; child Delaney
abuse and neglect,

recorded interviews.

HB 1366 | Local boards & Katrina Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
departments; DSS to Callsen (CHAPO0835)

create corrective action
plans & assumption of
temporary control.

PAGE 27




HB 1490 | Child abuse or neglect; Kathy K.L. | Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
estaplishes centralized Tran A | (CHAPO0865)

hotline for reports or
complaints, report.

SB 640 Child abuse or neglect; Todd E. Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text

centralized hotline for Pillion (CHAP0900)
reports or complaints, etc.

Juvenile Detention Centers

Building on various work groups over the years, the 2024-2026 biennium budget directed a study to evaluate
potential cost savings strategies for juvenile detention centers (JDCs) and alternative delivery of educational
services within the JDCs. The study report determined that the closure of six JDCs was possible if significant
barriers were addressed first, including increased transportation times; diverting law enforcement personnel
from their primary public safety responsibilities; potential service disruptions for youth and greater distance
from their families and other resources; challenges in repurposing existing facilities to accommodate additional
youth; and staffing capacity. Following that report, Senator Marsden introduced legislation during the 2025 GA
session, which was ultimately unsuccessful.

During the 2025 interim, Senator Marsden met with various stakeholders and toured JDCs in northern
Virginia, central Virginia, and Hampton Roads. Despite widespread opposition to the consolidation of |DCs
from a variety of stakeholders, including Fairfax County and many other local governments, the Virginia
Sheriffs’ Association, the Virginia Association of Counties, and the Virginia Municipal League, new legislation
(SB 468) was introduced during the 2026 GA session. The legislation would have required the Virginia
Department of Juvenile Justice (DJ]) to include a plan for JDCs in its biennial statewide plan, including
designating the total number of facilities to be in operation, the location of each facility, the localities each
facility would serve, and the number of beds required for each facility. The bill also would have originally
allowed DJ] to reduce or eliminate state funds to any localities that did not participate in the plan for JDCs.
After receiving input from advocates, the bill was amended to clarify that the plan would inform state funding
decisions and to require stakeholder participation in developing the plan. Ultimately, the bill was not successful
due to concerns from stakeholders.

Bill Patron Position Last Action

Number

SB 468 Juvenile secure detention David W. | Oppose Continued to next session in Finance
facilities; placement of Marsden and Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)

juveniles referred from
another locality.

People with Disabilities and Older Adults

While financial scams are not new, the rapidity of new scams has increased with the growth of Al, specifically
targeting vulnerable populations, including older adults and people with disabilities. HB 190, as enacted,
requires the Office of the Attorney General to set up a workgroup to review the Electronic Funds Transfers
Act and develop recommendations to aid in preventing and mitigating fraudulent activity in electronic fund
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transfers. The GA also continued to consider legislative proposals related to quality of care in nursing homes

and assisted living facilities, as well as the healthcare workforce.

Bill i Patron Position Last Action
Number S
HB 190 Electronic fund transfers; Kelly K. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text

Office of AG shall convene | Convirs- (CHAPO576)

work group to review Fowler

fraudulent activity, etc.

Public Health

The 2026 GA focused on several aspects of public health, ranging from maternal and reproductive health to
environmental health. One major health theme during the 2026 GA was addressing sickle cell disease,
following the tragic death of Secretary of the Commonwealth Candi Mundon King’s daughter from the disease
in the fall of 2025, with several bills to increase awareness and services enacted. Another set of initiatives built
on the “Momnibus” package enacted in 2025. The 2026 GA passed several additional measures related to
maternal health, including bills to expand Medicaid reimbursements and increase access to care as well as
ensure better data tracking and assess a future statewide maternal health safety initiative. Intertwined with
these maternal health initiatives were bills on reproductive health, recognizing the importance of preserving
access to contraception and various family planning options. This topic has been of particular interest to the
GA since the historic reversal of Roe v. Wade in the 2022 Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization
Supreme Court decision. The 2026 GA successfully passed several bills, including legislation to establish a right
to obtain contraceptives and engage in contraception, and create a cause of action against anyone who
infringes on that right (HB 6/SB 596); and constitutional amendments that will appear on the November
election ballot, seeking to enshrine the right to reproductive freedom in the Virginia Constitution (HJ) 1/S] I).

Legislation was also enacted to address a range of environmental health concerns, including bills to regulate
water quality in swimming pools (HB 222), new requirements for restaurants around food allergies and celiac
disease, and expanding the state inspection requirements exemption for food preparations in private homes.

Patron Position | Last Action

HB 6/SB | Contraception; definitions, | Marcia S. "Cia" Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
596 establishes right to obtain, | Price/ (CHAP0524 & CHAP0525)
applicability, enforcement. | Jennifer D. Carroll
Foy

HB 222 Public pools; regulations. Patrick A. Hope Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
(CHAPO0053)

School Health

Legislation enacted during the 2025 GA session directed the School Health Services Committee to conduct a
comprehensive review of a legislative proposal relating to student diabetes medical management plans, to
improve outcomes for children with diabetes. The Committee met several times during the 2025 interim to
hear from various stakeholders, including Fairfax County Government and Fairfax County Public Schools, and
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reached a consensus around legislation to move forward. This legislation (HB 624) was generally permissive
and reflected a balance between ensuring appropriate care while also recognizing the operational needs of
school systems. Alternative legislation (HB 1301/SB 122) was also introduced, which was originally more
prescriptive. After being amended several times throughout the legislative process, HB 1301/SB 122, as
enacted, again reflects a consensus among stakeholders. The bills require public school divisions to create
division-wide plans for the care of students who are diagnosed with diabetes, effective beginning in the 2028-
2029 school year.

Another area of interest that carried over from the 2025 session was legislation related to school meals and
school meal debt, which also tied into the GA’s efforts to address affordability. Ultimately, due to the fiscal
implications, several of these measures were continued to the 2027 session. These unsuccessful bills would

have required each public elementary and secondary school to make school breakfast available to any student
who requests it at no cost (HB 96 and SB 4); and required school boards, at the end of each school year, to
pay all unpaid school meal balances resulting from uncollectable school meal debts on student accounts (SB
42). The one enacted bill on this topic requires school boards to report annually to the Virginia Department
of Education (VDOE) on the amount of school meal debt in the local school division so VDOE can aggregate
and report to the GA (HB 210).

Patron County Last Action
Position
HB 624 School boards; student Mike A. Cherry | Monitor Incorporated by Education
diabetes care and (HB1301-Thomas) (Voice
management in schools, Vote)

division-wide plan required.

HB 1301/ | School boards; student Joshua E. Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter
SB 122 diabetes care & Thomas/ text (CHAP0287 &
management in schools, Jeremy S. CHAPO0288)
division-wide plan required. | McPike
SB 42 School boards; payment of | Danica A. Monitor Continued to next session in
school meal debt. Roem Rules (Voice Vote)
HOUSING"

Local Authority in Zoning and Development

As already mentioned in this report, section “Housing Affordability” (pg. 7-9), housing affordability and ways to
increase housing supply were key focuses for the GA, addressing zoning, process, timelines, and a variety of
other factors. Successful legislative efforts considered (a) local options around water and sewer connection fee
relief for first time homebuyers (HB | 144) and requiring electric vehicle charging equipment in subdivision
ordinances (HB 833); (b) conducting a comprehensive statewide needs assessment (HB 910); (c) including
environmental justice and social determinants of health in comprehensive plans (HB 256/SB 425 and HB 257);
and, (d) allowing school boards the option to lease surplus property for workforce housing (HB |130). For
more information on specific bills, please see Appendix A.

Supporting Vulnerable Populations

13 Reference the Housing position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 15)
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In addition to bills seeking to address housing affordability in general, there were bills addressing housing for
vulnerable populations, including manufactured housing, affordable housing as defined federally, and tenants'
rights. Legislation that passed includes bills that (a) allow a locality to pass an ordinance to allow for expedited
administrative reviews for affordable housing developments (HB 594), (b) require localities to permit
manufactured homes in an expanded range of zones (HB 655/SB 346), (c) expand local governments right of
first refusal for manufactured housing parks (HB 375), and (d) establish an Eviction Reduction Program (HB
527/SB 628). For more information on specific housing bills, please see Appendix A.

LAND USE"

In addition to bills specifically dealing with land use as it applies to housing, there were legislative efforts
regarding land use authority. Many debates on the interplay between local land use authority and the need for
more solar and other forms of clean energy have been had over the years. This year, the GA passed several
bills related to the matter, including requiring local governments to consider ground-mounted solar facilities,
also known as the “Ban on the Ban” bill (HB 71 1/SB 347). Similarly, other measures prevent localities from
prohibiting the use of small portable solar generation devices on residential structures (HB 395/SB 250) as
well as allow solar battery storage co-located with a solar facility by-right (HB 891/SB 443).

Gaming

Given the rapid expansion of gaming nationwide, the Joint Subcommittee to Study the Feasibility of Establishing
the Virginia Gaming Commission was established in 2024 and was tasked with coming up with a set of
recommendations on how the state should approach regulating gaming, including setting up an independent
regulatory body. Based on the report produced by the Joint Subcommittee, a pair of bills were introduced —
HB 271 and SB 195. SB 609 was also introduced and differed in many ways; the main one being that the
Virginia Lottery would take over regulations rather than a new agency. SB 609 became the Senate vehicle, and
there was vigorous debate throughout the session. Unfortunately, the Senate and House were unable to find a
compromise, and the bills failed to come out of conference.

Other legislative efforts related to legalizing skill games, including internet casinos, and regulating and taxing
fantasy contests, were considered and had a range of outcomes. The topic of a casino in Fairfax County was
also brought back this year (SB 756), with the proposal containing provisions mandating a local referendum,
location specifications, and a requirement that it be part of a larger entertainment district. While the
introduced bill was the same as what was considered in 2025, this bill underwent several rewrites in the
Senate and House. Fairfax County voiced its concerns on several provisions, such as the removal of local
authority around land use and the allocation of revenue, noting its ongoing opposition to the bill in all its
considered forms. The Senate and House continued to work out their preferred version until the last
moments of session, with the bill ultimately passing in its introduced form. The Governor vetoed this bill along
with the skill games bill, noting that her position was that no new gaming should be legalized before an
independent regulatory body was established.

Bill Title Patron Position Last Action

Number

' Reference the Land Use position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 16)
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HB 271 Virginia Gaming Paul E. Support Continued to next session in Finance
Commission established; Krizek and Appropriations (10-Y 4-N)
penalties.

SB 195 Virginia Gaming Lashrecse | Support Incorporated by Finance and
Commission established; D. Aird Appropriations (SB609-Lucas)
penalties.

SB 609 Virginia Lottery and L. Louise | Support Failed to Pass from conference
Gaming Authority Lucas Moni
established.

SB 756 Casino gaming; eligible Scott A. Oppose Vetoed by Governor
host localities. Surovell

PUBLIC SAFETY"

Safe Communities: Civil Rights and Law Enforcement Accountability

During the 2026 GA session, legislators advanced a coordinated set of proposals aimed at strengthening civil
rights protections, transparency, and accountability in law enforcement activities across the Commonwealth.
These efforts were shaped by broader national and state-level discussions regarding immigration enforcement
practices and the role of local law enforcement in federal immigration activities. From a Fairfax County
perspective, the outcome of the session reflects both progress and continued complexity. The legislation
underscores an ongoing shift in the state-local dynamic, where the Commonwealth is increasingly defining the
parameters of law enforcement activity in areas traditionally managed by the locality.

Key legislation focused on establishing guardrails around cooperation with federal immigration enforcement
and increasing transparency in law enforcement interactions. HB 1441/SB 783 requires law enforcement
agencies with existing federal immigration enforcement agreements to update those agreements to comply
with new state-imposed conditions, reflecting a legislative intent to reshape how such partnerships operate
within Virginia. Similarly, HB 650/SB 351 sought to limit civil immigration enforcement activities in sensitive
locations such as courthouses, schools, and polling places, to reduce barriers to access for individuals engaging
with public institutions. These measures were the subject of significant debate, particularly around
constitutional authority and fiscal impact, and ultimately required extensive negotiation through the
conference process. The bills were ultimately vetoed by the Governor, who cited concerns with creating legal
liability for security personnel and local law enforcement officers.

In addition to immigration-related policies, the GA also addressed officer transparency through HB 1482/SB
352, which establish requirements governing the use of facial coverings and officer identification during law
enforcement activities. Fairfax County worked with the bill patrons to ensure that the final language accounted
for necessary law enforcement exceptions. Across these efforts, the GA signaled a broader commitment to
advancing civil rights protections and accountability measures, while also demonstrating a willingness to modify
proposals in response to implementation concerns raised by local governments.

'3 Reference the Public Safety position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 16-17)
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Patron County Last Action

Position

HB 273 Law-enforcement Dan I. Helmer Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
officers; duty to render (CHAPO583)

aid upon danger to life
or limb, civil immunity.

HB 650/ | Courthouses; certain Katrina Support Vetoed by Governor
SB 351 civil arrests prohibited, CaIIsen/Sgddam Moni
penalty. Azlan Salim
HB Law-enforcement Alfonso H. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
1441/SB | agencies; agreements Lopez/Saddam Moni (CHAPI1098 & CHAP1028)
783 with federal authority Azlan Salim
for immigration
enforcement.
HB 1476 | Law-enforcement civilian | Charlie Schmidt | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
oversight bodies; (CHAPO861)

disclosure of certain
law-enforcement

records.
HB Law-enforcement Charlie Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
1482/ officers; restrictions on | Schmidt/Saddam | \, . (CHAPI 131 & CHAPI132)
SB352 wearing of facial Azlan Salim

coverings, exceptions,

penalty.

Safe Communities: Firearms

During the 2026 GA session, legislators advanced a comprehensive package of firearm safety measures aimed
at reducing gun violence, strengthening accountability, and closing gaps in existing law. Rather than focusing on
a single policy, the GA pursued a multi-tiered approach that addressed the full lifecycle of firearm ownership
from manufacturing and sales practices to safe storage, access restrictions, and public carry limitations.
Collectively, these efforts reflect a continued shift toward prevention-focused policy, with an emphasis on
reducing risk before incidents occur while bolstering existing laws.

A significant portion of the legislation focused on limiting access to particularly dangerous weapons and
strengthening oversight of the firearm marketplace. This included prohibitions on the sale, transfer, and
manufacture of assault firearms and large-capacity ammunition feeding devices, as well as expanded restrictions
on un-serialized “ghost guns” and undetectable firearms. Additional measures established standards of
responsible conduct for firearm industry members, creating potential civil liability for practices that contribute
to public safety risks or unlawful distribution channels. Together, these policies signal a clear legislative intent
to address not only individual behavior but also systemic factors within the firearm industry.

The GA also placed a strong emphasis on safe storage and responsible firearm ownership, particularly in
situations involving vulnerable populations. Multiple bills established or expanded requirements for securely
storing firearms in residences where minors or prohibited individuals are present, as well as in unattended
vehicles, recognizing the role unsecured firearms play in accidental shootings and illegal access.
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Complementary policies strengthened existing prohibitions for individuals subject to protective orders or
convicted of certain offenses, to ensure compliance and reduce risk during high-risk situations.

Finally, several measures focused on regulating the presence and use of firearms in public spaces and enhancing

accountability for misuse. Legislation expanded restrictions on carrying assault-style firearms in public areas
within densely populated jurisdictions, reinforcing local efforts to reduce the risk of high-impact incidents in
community spaces.

Overall, the 2026 session reflects a coordinated legislative strategy to strengthen Virginia’s firearm safety
framework through targeted, complementary policies. The GA’s actions demonstrate a clear emphasis on
prevention, accountability, and risk reduction, all of which align with Fairfax County’s longstanding historical
support for sensible gun safety measures.

Bill Position Last Action

Number

HB 21/ Firearm industry members; Dan I. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter

SB 27 creates standards of Helmer/Jennifer D. text (CHAP0529 &
responsible conduct, civil Carroll Foy CHAPO0530)
liability.

HB 40/ Plastic firearms or receivers, | Marcus B. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter

SB 323 etc.; transfer, etc., Simon/Adam P. Ebbin text (CHAPO531 &
prohibited, penalties. CHAP0532)

HB 93/ Firearms; transfers to Elizabeth B. Bennett- | Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter

SB 38 another person from a Parker/Barbara A. text (CHAPO533 &
prohibited person. Favola CHAPOQ534)

HB 110/ | Handguns in unattended Amy J. Laufer/David | Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter

SB 496 motor vehicle; definitions, W. Marsden text (CHAPO0560 &
penalty. CHAPOQ561)

HB 217/ | Assault firearms & certain Dan I. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter

SB 749 ammunition feeding devices; | Helmer/Saddam text (CHAPI106 &
purchase, sale, etc., Azlan Salim CHAP1107)
prohibited, penalties.

HB 700 | Firearms; waiting period for | C.E. Cliff Hayes, r. Support | Left in Committee Public
purchase, penalties. Safety

HB 871/ | Firearms; storage in Mark C. Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter

SB 348 residence where minor or Downey/Jennifer B. text (CHAPI074 &
person prohibited from Boysko CHAP1006)
possessing is present,
penalty.

SB 312 Assault firearms; carrying in | Adam P. Ebbin Support | Incorporated by Courts of
public areas prohibited, Justice (SB727-Jones) (13-Y
penalty. 0-N)
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HB Assault firearms, loaded; Garrett McGuire/ Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter
1524/SB | carrying in public areas Michael J. Jones text (CHAPI10Il &

727 prohibited in the CHAP1025)
Commonwealth, penalty.

Safe Communities: School Safety

School safety was also a topic of interest to the 2026 GA, with legislation (HB 592) (known as Alyssa’s Law, in
memory of Alyssa Alhadeff, who was killed in the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 2018)
introduced to allow any school board to provide school employees with a wearable panic alarm system. This
silent system would signal the local 91| public safety answering point, indicating there is a school security
emergency requiring an immediate response as well as send a schoolwide school security emergency
notification. While the legislation as introduced would have directed VDOE to establish a grant program to
help school divisions cover the cost, that provision was not included in the final enacted bill. Alyssa’s Law has
now been enacted in |2 states.

Other safety-related legislation enacted includes bills to require school boards to provide information on safe
storage of firearms and prescription drugs, provide updated training requirements for school security, and
better address bullying and cyberbullying in schools. The GA also considered legislation requiring school
resource officers, which did not pass.

Bill Title Patron County Last Action
Number Position

HB 592 Public schools; wearable Shelly A. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
panic alarm systems. Simonds (CHAPO045)

Safe Communities: Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)

During the 2026 GA session, legislators advanced legislation related to the use of unmanned aircraft systems
(UAS), or drones, by law enforcement. As localities continue to integrate UAS into emergency response,
search and rescue, and real-time situational awareness, the GA focused on updating statutory frameworks to
better align with current operational practices while maintaining appropriate legal safeguards.

HB 1219/SB 647 updates Virginia law governing law enforcement use of drones by clarifying when a search
warrant is required and expanding exceptions for public safety purposes. The legislation authorizes
warrantless use of UAS in specific, time-sensitive situations, including emergency response, crime scene
documentation, search and rescue operations, and active incidents where real-time aerial support enhances
officer and public safety. The bill also reinforces the role of judicial oversight by maintaining warrant
requirements for investigative use outside of these defined circumstances. Notably, the bill passed
unanimously, signaling broad bipartisan agreement on the need to modernize law enforcement tools while
preserving appropriate guardrails. From a Fairfax County perspective, this legislation aligns with longstanding
priorities to support the use of innovative public safety technologies. The expanded clarity and flexibility
provided in the bill will enhance the County’s ability to deploy UAS effectively in critical situations, improving
response times, officer safety, and overall situational awareness. At the same time, the retention of clear legal
standards ensures continued public confidence in how these tools are used.
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Patron County Last Action

Position
HB 1219/ | Unmanned aircraft Briana D. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 647 systems; use by law- Sewell/Todd (CHAP0270 & CHAPO0271)
enforcement officers, E. Pillion

search warrants.

Safe Communities: Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program (VASAP)

During the 2026 GA session, legislation was enacted to formalize the funding and operational structure of
VASAP, including establishing a codified Commission and requiring localities to support programs through
annual appropriations or other funding mechanisms. The final legislation establishes a clearer statewide

expectation for local funding and program support, an area where practices have varied across jurisdictions.
While this action largely codifies the County’s existing best practices, local governments raised the ongoing
concern about the further shift of funding for public safety programs to localities.

Bill Patron County Last Action
Number Position
HB 862/ | Virginia Alcohol Safety Rae Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 391 Action Program (VASAP), | Cousins/ (CHAP0686 & CHAP0687)
Commission on; structure | Richard H.
and responsibilities. Stuart

TRANSPORTATION'

Transportation Safety and Coordination

Transportation legislation covered a wide array of issues and unique situations across the Commonwealth,
from photo speed enforcement to bicycle and pedestrian safety. There were also bills related to towing and
transportation network regulations. Closer to home, HB 330 authorizes WMATA to advertise within 660 feet
of interstate highways. While aimed specifically at the WMATA parking garages on 1-66 at Dunn Loring and
Vienna, the bill requires both the federal government and Fairfax County to approve the placement of the
advertisements. HB 649 would have stopped localities from hiring contractors and engaging volunteers in
removing temporary signs from VDOT rights-of-way, potentially interfering with Fairfax County’s existing sign
removal program authorized under another provision of law. However, the patron agreed to amend the bill to
exclude Fairfax County and other localities outside of Planning District 23.

Traffic safety concerns continue to be of significant interest to the GA. A handful of bills were introduced
aimed at addressing bicyclist and pedestrian behavior and safety but were not successful. Enacted bills that the
County supported include HB 343, which expands local authority to require helmets for minors under 14
riding or being carried on scooters and skateboards, whether motorized or nonmotorized, and HB 409, which
clarifies that when a driver is passing a school bus on the other side of a divided roadway, the driver is not
obligated to stop for the bus. The GA also passed bills regarding bicycle and electric bicycle use, as well as
authorizing public transit agencies to operate bus obstruction monitoring systems. A bill that did not advance
was HB 1010, which would have permitted localities in PD 8 to implement school crossing zone enforcement
at large children’s sports complexes.

16 Reference the Transportation position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 17)

PAGE 36




Lastly, a VDOT operations bill that was not enacted, HB 883, would have required the Secretary of
Transportation to review VDOT'’s approval process for building, road development, and other construction
activities to find ways to reduce the number of steps for approval and to improve communication with the
public and localities.

Number

County
Position

Last Action

construction.

HB 330 | Signs and advertisements Adele Y. Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
adjacent to certain highways; McClure (CHAPOI 1)
signs affixed to real property
owned by WMATA.

HB 343 | Helmets; wearing whenever Marty Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
riding/carried on skateboard or | Martinez (CHAPOI 14)
scooter or nonmotorized
scooter.

HB 409 | Passing a stopped school bus; David A. Reid | Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
divided highways, access roads, (CHAPO132)
and certain driveways.

HB 649 | Removal of certain signs and C.E. Cliff Monitor | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
advertisements within limits of | Hayes, Jr. (CHAPO0410)
highways.; agreements with
local government.

HB 661 | Traffic reg.; bicycles, electric Rodney T. Monitor | Continued to next session in
personal assistive mobility Willett Finance and Appropriations (14-
devices, etc., yielding at stop Y 0-N)
signs.

HB 812 | Traffic regulation; bicycles, and | Betsy B. Carr | Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
certain other devices, bicycle (CHAPO0223)
signals.

HB 883 | VDOT's approval process; Richard C. Support | Left in Committee Rules
projects involving buildings, "Rip" Sullivan,
road development, and other Jr.
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HB School crossing zones; large Kathy K.L. Monitor | Left in Committee
1010 children's sports complexes, Tran Transportation
Planning District 8 (Northern
Virginia).
HB Electric power-assisted bicycles, | JJ Singh Support | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
1120 etc.; improving safety for (CHAPO737)
operators and general public,
report.

STUDIES AND REPORTS TO MONITOR

As in prior years, the 2026 GA session included a limited number of formal legislative study commissions, with
most study efforts directed through state agencies, task forces, and workgroups focused on emerging policy
and operational issues. Many of the approved studies align closely with Fairfax County’s legislative priorities
and Countywide Strategic Plan focus areas, particularly in behavioral health, elections administration,
transportation safety, early childhood education, and housing. County staff will continue monitoring the efforts
below throughout the interim, as many may inform future legislative proposals, funding recommendations, or
statewide policy changes impacting local government operations.

Legislation Summary

HB91 | Department of Juvenile Justice; limiting room or cell confinement for minors Holly M.
committed to a juvenile correctional facility; report. Directs the Department of Seibold
Juvenile Justice, in collaboration with relevant stakeholders, to establish clear
standards to maximize the amount of time that a minor committed to a juvenile
correctional facility spends out of the confinement of his room or cell. The bill
directs the Department to study and consider the benefits to minors of limiting such
confinement and the impact of such benefits on factors such as the safety of the
facility and successful reentry into the community, and, in considering and studying
such benefits, to develop a minimum number of hours per day that minors
committed to a juvenile correctional facility shall spend out of the confinement of
their rooms or cells. The bill directs the Department to report on certain data
collected after developing and implementing such standards and other related
training and programming to the Commission on Youth and the Chairs of the
Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services and the House Committees
on Health and Human Services and Public Safety by November 1, 2026. As
introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Commission on Youth.

HB211 | Head Start State Collaboration Office; state of Head Start and Early Head Start in Debra D.
the Commonwealth; report. Requires the Head Start State Collaboration Office at | Gardner
the Department of Education, no later than December I, 2026, to develop and
recommend to the Commission on Early Childhood Care and Education for
endorsement a report summarizing the state of Head Start and Early Head Start in
the Commonwealth that is required to address several topics enumerated in the
bill.
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HB355 | Department of Education; School Health Services Committee; annual mental health | Debra D.
screenings for public school students in grades six through 12; recommendations on | Gardner
guidance and best practices. Directs the School Health Services Committee (the
Committee), in collaboration with the Department of Education, to study and make
recommendations on best practices for annual; mental health screenings for public
school students in grades six through 12 that utilize evidence-based tools. The bill
directs the Committee to include its findings and recommendations in its annual
report required pursuant to applicable law.

HJ)27 Study; JLARC; public institutions of higher education; options to improve Destiny
affordability for students; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review LeVere
Commission to study options and provide updated recommendations to improve Bolling
the affordability of higher education for students in the Commonwealth.

SJ23 Study; JLARC; creation of Secretariat of Rural Affairs; report. Directs the Joint Lashrecse
Legislative Audit and Review Commission to study the need for and feasibility of D. Aird
creating a Secretariat of Rural Affairs in the Commonwealth.
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APPENDIX A - HOUSING STRATEGY LIST

HOUSING BILLS THAT FAIRFAX COUNTY SUPPORTS (“GREEN?)

Chief Patron

County

Position

Last Action

social determinants of
health.

HB 4 Affordable housing; Elizabeth B. Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
preservation, Bennett-Parker (CHAPO0352)
definitions, civil penalty.
HB 39 Duty of settlement Marcus B. Simon Acts of Assembly Chapter text
agent; restrictive (CHAP0359)
covenants.
HB 95 Virginia Residential Elizabeth B. Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Landlord and Tenant Bennett-Parker (CHAPI105)
Act; landlord remedies,
noncompliance with
rental agreement.
HB 135 Virginia Code Marcus B. Simon Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Commission; extends (CHAPOO041)
subdivision plats work
group, report.
HB 164/ Housing for local Joshua E. Thomas/ | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 328 employees; grants for Russet Perry (CHAPO078 & CHAPO0079)
homeownership.
HB 196/ Mixed-income housing; | Joshue Thomas/ Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
HB 820/ creating a two-year Dan Helmer/ Monitor (CHAPI037, CHAPI072, &
SB 490 pilot program that Schuyler CHAPI012)
provides load VanValkenburg
origination, etc.
HB 198 Local government; Joshua E. Thomas
review of decision by Acts of Assembly Chapter text
board of zoning appeals, (CHAPO0368)
procedures for filing
petition.
HB 256/ Comprehensive plan; Shelly A. Simonds/ | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 425 environmental justice Lamont Bagby (CHAPO581 & CHAPO0582)
strategy.
HB 257 Comprehensive plan; Shelly A. Simonds | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0375)
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HB 329

Virginia Residential
Landlord &
Tenant/manufactured
Home Lot Rental Acts;
retaliatory conduct

Adele Y. McClure

Acts of Assembly Chapter text

prohibited.
HB 352 Local authority; Joshua E. Thomas | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
authorized by (CHAPO0386)
ordinance to establish
affordable housing
performance grant
programs.
HB 374 Manufactured Home Paul E. Krizek Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Lot Rental Act; written (CHAPO0598)
rental agreement, lot
rent increase
prohibition, etc.
HB 375 Manufactured Home Paul E. Krizek Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Lot Rental Act; right of (CHAP0599)
first refusal, resident
entities and localities.
HB 527/ Eviction Reduction Adele Y. McClure/ | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 628 Program,; established, Mamie E. Locke (CHAPO164 & CHAPO0033)
report.
HB 594 Affordable housing Shelly A. Simonds | Support with | Acts of Assembly Chapter text
developments, certain; Amendment | (CHAP0406)
expedited approval.
HB 655/ Zoning; manufactured Michelle Lopes Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 346 housing. Maldonado/ (CHAPOO19 & CHAP0020)
Schuyler
VanValkenburg
HB 787 Zoning; development C.E. Cliff Hayes, |r. Acts of Assembly Chapter text
agreements in certain (CHAPO421)
localities within
Planning District 23
(Hampton Roads).
HB 802 Vacant buildings; Betsy B. Carr Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
registration by (CHAP0427)
registered agents, etc.,
annually.
HB 806 Industrial development | Betsy B. Carr Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text

authorities; promoting
safe and affordable
housing.

(CHAP0221)
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HB 833 Land subdivision and Adele Y. McClure | Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
development; optional (CHAPO0679)
provisions of a
subdivision ordinance,
etc.
HB 854 Real property tax; local | Rae Cousins Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
classification or (CHAPO0683)
designation for
property, nonprofit
organizations.
HB 867/ Affordable housing; Rae Cousins/ Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 74 local zoning ordinance | Jeremy S. McPlke (CHAPO0435 & CHAPO0436)
authority.
HB 910 Comprehensive Irene Shin Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
statewide housing (CHAPO703)
needs assessment;
review of certain
parcels.
HB 951 Housing and Alfonso H. Lopez Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Community (CHAPO712)
Development, Board of;
ad hoc committees.
HB 1130 Workforce housing for | David A. Reid Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
employees; county bd. (CHAPO0740)
of supervisor or school
bd., lease of surplus
property.
HB 1144 Water and sewer Marty Martinez Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
connection fees; first- (CHAP0449)
time homebuyers,
affordable housing.
SB 77 Repairs or maintenance | Schuyler T. Acts of Assembly Chapter text
of property; entering VanValkenburg (CHAP0429)
adjoining property,
petition for entry.
SB 181 Real property tax; Angelia Williams Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
partial exemption for Graves (CHAP0994)
repurposing
underutilized structures
for residential use.
SB 285 Urban Public-Private Lashrecse D. Aird | County Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Partnership Initiative (CHAPIOO0I)

Redevelopment grant
program; DHCD to
review, etc.
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HOUSING BILLS THAT FAIRFAX COUNTY HAS IMPLEMENTATION CONCERNS
ABOUT (“YELLOW?)

Chief Patron

County

Position

Last Action

HB 174/ Virginia Residential Michael B. Feggans/ Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 325 Landlord & Tenant Act; | Russett Perry (CHAPO0082 & CHAPO0083)
early termination of
rental agreement by
military personnel.
HB 356/ Local housing policy; Joshua E. Thomas/ | Amend Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 665 expands the range of Kannan Srinivasan (CHAPOI21 & CHAPO122)
changes that are
required.
HB 379 Virginia Residential Elizabeth B. Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Landlord and Tenant Bennett-Parker (CHAP1050)
Act; application, notice,
deposit, fee.
HB 888 Minimum off-street Irene Shin Amend Acts of Assembly Chapter text
parking requirements; (CHAP1075)
definitions, designated
areas, administrative
reductions.
HB 1212 Zoning; small lot Briana D. Sewell Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
residential districts. (CHAPO751)
HB 1325 Manufactured Home Lot | Michelle Lopes Support Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Rental Act; landlord Maldonado (CHAPO777)
obligations.
HB 1361 Virginia Residential Michelle Lopes Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Landlord & Tenant Act; | Maldonado (CHAPO783)
civil action for unlawful
detainer, termination
notice.
HB 1463 Zoning; nonconforming | Joshua E. Thomas Amend Acts of Assembly Chapter text
uses, manufactured (CHAPO471)
homes.
SB 504 Vested rights; rulings or | R. Creigh Deeds Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
orders of the local (CHAP0948)
circuit court, residential
project.
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SB 531 Zoning; development Kannan Srinivasan Monitor Acts of Assembly Chapter text
and use of accessory (CHAP0895)
dwelling units, delayed
effective date.

SB 666 Housing & Community | Kannan Srinivasan | Amend Acts of Assembly Chapter text

Dev, Depart. of; housing
development database
availability to localities,
etc.

(CHAP1023)

HOUSING BILLS THAT FAIRFAX COUNTY HAS CONCERNS ABOUT (“RED”)

Chief Patron

County

Position

Last Action

HB 14 Virginia Residential Marcia S. "Cia" Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Landlord and Tenant Price (CHAPO0542)
Act; enforcement by
localities.
HB 15 Virginia Residential Marcia S. "Cia" Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Landlord and Tenant Price (CHAPO0353)
Act; landlord remedies,
noncompliance with
rental agreement.
HB 678 Virginia Residential Michelle Lopes Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Landlord and Tenant Maldonado (CHAP1066)
Act; terms and
conditions of rental
agreement.
HB 1279/ | Affordable housing; Joshue G. Cole/ Oppose Acts of Assembly Chapter text
SB 388 religious organizations Jeremy S. McPike ! I (CHAPI096 & CHAP1009)
and other nonprofit tax-
exempt properties.
SB 48 Virginia Residential Aaron R. Rouse Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Landlord and Tenant (CHAPO0354)
Act; landlord remedies,
noncompliance with
rental agreement.
SB 273 Virginia Residential Mamie E. Locke Acts of Assembly Chapter text
Landlord and Tenant (CHAPO818)
Act; Eviction Diversion
Program, eligibility.
SB 717 Transit-oriented housing | Saddam Azlan Salim | Amend Continued to 2027 in H-

overlay districts.

Counties, Cities and Towns
committee (Voice Vote)
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	GUIDING PRINCIPLES


	Fairfax County SUPPORTED legislation, policies, and appropriations measures that:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	1. Fixed the underlying structural issues with the current K-12 funding and provided funding based on

actual local costs.



	LI
	Lbl
	2. Fully funded and implemented recommendations from the 2023 JLARC report.



	LI
	Lbl
	3. Rebalanced funding for joint responsibilities such as public safety and the justice system.



	LI
	Lbl
	4. Ensured Northern Virginia received its fair share of statewide transportation revenues.



	LI
	Lbl
	5. Advanced opportunities to leverage Commonwealth and local resources to drive business growth,

innovation, and economic diversification.



	LI
	Lbl
	6. Ensured and expanded local control and flexibility in key areas such as taxation, housing, land use,

and the protection of public health, safety, and welfare.



	LI
	Lbl
	7. Provided resources that support the most vulnerable in the community.



	LI
	Lbl
	8. Promoted environmental stewardship and local flexibility to enhance the quality of life for

residents of Fairfax County.




	 
	Fairfax County OPPOSED legislation, policies, and appropriations measures that:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	1. Reduced funding or shifted the cost of shared services to the County from the Commonwealth

for essential services, creating additional unfunded mandates.



	LI
	Lbl
	2. Infringed or rolled back the local authority and flexibility in controlling policies and procedures

governing local land use matters.



	LI
	Lbl
	3. Attempted to preempt, restrict, or limit local revenue-raising authority or adversely impact

existing tax authority.



	LI
	Lbl
	4. Changed the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) in ways that impose additional burdens

on localities and limit flexibility for virtual meetings.




	 
	Fairfax County ADVANCED legislation, policies, and appropriations measures for:


	L
	LI
	Lbl
	1. Urban Public-Private Partnership Fund: Supported legislation and budget language to create an

investment fund to support the transformation of underutilized and obsolete commercial

properties in localities experiencing a significant decrease in commercial real estate assessments.



	LI
	Lbl
	2. Expanding Park Authorities’ Authority to Ban Sex Offenders from Certain Park Facilities: Initiated

legislation to grant park authorities the same authority as local governments to ban sex offenders

from certain park facilities.



	LI
	Lbl
	3. Vehicle Exhaust Noise: Initiated legislation to establish a pilot program to use acoustic devices to

enforce current vehicle exhaust noise regulations.


	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY


	This Final Legislative Report mirrors the priorities and guiding principles established in and reflects the actions taken throughout the session. Regular updates on session

activities were provided through Legislative Committee Meetings, held on Fridays from January through

March. During each meeting, the Board of Supervisors (BOS) received briefings on lobbying activities,

legislative developments, and opportunities to provide direction on County engagement and positions related

to pending legislation. Following each Legislative Committee meeting, decisions and briefing materials were

documented and advanced for adoption to ensure an accurate and transparent record of BOS positions and

legislative actions taken throughout the session. All adopted 2026 Board Legislative Reports can be found on

the   
	the County’s 2026


	the County’s 2026


	Legislative Program
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	The 2026 General Assembly (GA) session began with inaugural festivities, especially given that Governor

Spanberger was the first woman to serve as Governor of Virginia. The Fairfax County delegation lost three

members to the Spanberger administration, and three new representatives joined the flood of new House

members elected in the November Blue Wave. With a new Democratic governor, there was renewed hope

for success on many Democratic priorities that had been vetoed over the past two years.


	Session then moved quickly, with the GA sending four constitutional amendments to the Governor’s desk

within the first week, including legislation advancing the referendum on Congressional redistricting ahead of

the 2026 midterms (HJ 4 (Willett)). To move the redistricting referendum forward, the GA passed HB 1384

(Torian), and the caboose budget, HB 29 (Torian), before crossover to ensure an April referendum vote.


	Session was also defined by a focus on affordability, including housing, healthcare, and energy, while also

addressing perpetual topics, such as public safety, education, and the evolving relationship between state and

local government. Throughout the session, Fairfax County remained actively engaged on legislation impacting

transportation, housing, public safety, elections, environmental regulation, behavioral health, and

the workforce.


	This year's session ended without a budget conference report for the 2026-2028 biennium. As introduced, the

House and Senate budgets varied in both baseline revenues and funding priorities, the biggest of which was a

proposal by the Senate to sunset the data center sales and use tax exemption, giving them approximately $1.3

billion in additional funding to appropriate. While the Governor called a special session on the budget on April

23, the day after the Reconvened Session, no compromise has been announced as of June 5, 2026.

Complicating matters are several vetoes of revenue-producing bills, including retail cannabis market and skill

games legalization, further changing the baseline revenue numbers for both chambers’ budgets.


	The Governor had 30 days from sine die to act on legislation, either making recommendations (amending),

vetoing, or signing into law. Out of the 1,100 bills received, the Governor vetoed 8 bills, recommended

amendments to 180 bills, and signed 972 bills that will now become law. On April 22, the Reconvened Session

was held to consider the Governor's actions. The GA accepted 138 of the amendments, in part or in whole,

but rejected 41 others (28 discrete policies) by passing them by for the day. The Governor then had an

additional 30 days to consider final actions on the remaining bills. Of the 53 bills sent back to the Governor


	for consideration, the Governor vetoed an additional 23 bills (15 discrete policies), noting that while she

agreed with the policies of numerous bills, she did not believe they were ready to be implemented well.



	As reflected throughout this report, many of the session’s most significant policy discussions centered on

balancing statewide policy and legislators' key priorities with local operational realities. The complex nature of

state control versus local authority and flexibility showed in issue areas ranging from data centers to labor

relations, firearm safety to transportation funding, just to name a few. The Fairfax County Board of

Supervisors and legislative staff worked collaboratively with patrons, regional partners, and stakeholders to

shape legislation in ways that protected local flexibility and ensured operational feasibility.


	Fairfax County reviewed 1,832 bills and resolutions during the session, with the Board of Supervisors taking

formal positions on 227 measures. Notably, Fairfax County successfully advanced all three County legislative

initiatives in some form, achieving a 100 percent success rate. The County also continued its strong regional

engagement efforts, hosting 10 Northern Virginia liaison meetings and a highly attended Richmond Reception

that brought together approximately 52 attendees, including members of the Fairfax County delegation,

Lieutenant Governor Ghazala Hashmi, representatives from the Governor’s Administration, and numerous

regional and state stakeholders. As part of County staff’s review of the final bill text, Governor’s actions, and

final disposition of legislation, the statistics in the table below were reviewed and updated to reflect the

County’s previously adopted positions.


	SESSION ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
	SESSION ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
	SESSION ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
	SESSION ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
	SESSION ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

	INSTANCES


	INSTANCES





	Bills and Resolutions Introduced 
	Bills and Resolutions Introduced 
	Bills and Resolutions Introduced 
	Bills and Resolutions Introduced 

	3,646


	3,646




	Bills Reviewed by County operational and legal staff 
	Bills Reviewed by County operational and legal staff 
	Bills Reviewed by County operational and legal staff 

	1,832


	1,832




	Bills with Formal BOS Positions 
	Bills with Formal BOS Positions 
	Bills with Formal BOS Positions 

	227


	227




	Bills BOS Originally Opposed/Sought to Amend 
	Bills BOS Originally Opposed/Sought to Amend 
	Bills BOS Originally Opposed/Sought to Amend 

	53


	53




	Bills Remaining as Oppose/Amend 
	Bills Remaining as Oppose/Amend 
	Bills Remaining as Oppose/Amend 

	16 
	16 
	3


	3


	3 Of the 16 bills that the BOS remained opposed to or sought to amend, three were amended before final passage.
	3 Of the 16 bills that the BOS remained opposed to or sought to amend, three were amended before final passage.





	Bills BOS Supported 
	Bills BOS Supported 
	Bills BOS Supported 

	135


	135




	Bills BOS Supports-Enacted 
	Bills BOS Supports-Enacted 
	Bills BOS Supports-Enacted 

	92


	92




	Hosted NOVA Liaison Meetings 
	Hosted NOVA Liaison Meetings 
	Hosted NOVA Liaison Meetings 

	10


	10




	Richmond Reception All Attendees 
	Richmond Reception All Attendees 
	Richmond Reception All Attendees 

	52


	52




	% of County Initiatives Enacted 
	% of County Initiatives Enacted 
	% of County Initiatives Enacted 

	100% (3 of 3)


	100% (3 of 3)






	As is customary, numerous bills were introduced to study a broad array of specific issues. In addition to the

ongoing work of the standing joint committees, councils, and commissions, the General Assembly and state

agencies will undertake reviews and convene workgroups pursuant to these measures, providing

recommendations on next steps back to the GA. Fairfax County will continue to closely monitor all General

Assembly activity related to the ongoing budget negotiations, county operations, and other priority matters as

laid out in the Board’s adopted Legislative Program.


	COUNTY LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES


	Fairfax County had a successful year as all three of its initiatives passed. While one passed in a slightly different

form, all will move the Commonwealth and County forward on their goals around public transportation,

safety, and creating tools to address county-wide housing shortages.


	• 
	• 
	• 
	HB 55 addresses the ongoing issues of loud mufflers and their impacts on communities by authorizing

noise abatement pilot programs in Planning Districts 8, 9, and 15. HB 55 was signed by the Governor

on April 6, 2026, and is effective July 1, 2026.



	• 
	• 
	HB 250 grants the County’s park authority the ability to restrict certain convicted sex offenders at

facilities, creating equitable authority between localities that own their park facilities and park

authorities. HB 250 was signed by the Governor on April 6, 2026, and is effective July 1, 2026.



	• 
	• 
	HB 1376 and SB 285, as introduced, were identical and sought to update the Urban Public-Private

Partnership Redevelopment Fund code section to expand what localities could qualify and what

projects could be funded, as well as create a workgroup to set up funding regulations and grant

requirements. These bills were accompanied by budget amendments to fund the workgroup and

provide its first round of grants. HB 1376 died in House Counties, Cities, and Towns (CCT). SB 285

passed out of Senate Local Government but was changed in Senate Finance and Appropriations into a

Section 1 bill to include only the workgroup. In this form, SB 285 passed the GA. The Governor

amended the bill to direct the Board of Housing and Community Development, as opposed to the

Department, to conduct the review. The Governor signed the bill on April 22, 2026, and the deadline

for the report is November 1, 2026.




	Additionally, Fairfax County worked with delegation members to pass resolutions honoring the memory of

the former Legislative Director, Claudia Arko, and past members of the Board of Supervisors, Gerry

Connolly, Cathy Hudgins, and Michael Frey, recognizing their years of service and dedication have left a lasting

impact on Fairfax County and the Commonwealth.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 55 
	HB 55 
	HB 55 
	HB 55 

	Noise abatement

monitoring systems; local

authorities to place and

operate, civil penalties.


	Noise abatement

monitoring systems; local

authorities to place and

operate, civil penalties.



	Richard C.

"Rip"

Sullivan, Jr.


	Richard C.

"Rip"

Sullivan, Jr.



	County Initiative 
	County Initiative 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0056)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0056)




	HB 250 
	HB 250 
	HB 250 

	Sex offenses prohibiting

proximity to children; Park

Authorities Act, penalty.


	Sex offenses prohibiting

proximity to children; Park

Authorities Act, penalty.



	Vivian E.

Watts


	Vivian E.

Watts



	County Initiative 
	County Initiative 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0096)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0096)




	HB 1376 
	HB 1376 
	HB 1376 

	Urban Public-Private

Partnership Redevelopment

grant program; Board of

HCD to review, etc.


	Urban Public-Private

Partnership Redevelopment

grant program; Board of

HCD to review, etc.



	Gretchen

M. Bulova


	Gretchen

M. Bulova



	County Initiative 
	County Initiative 

	Continued to next session in

Counties, Cities and Towns

(Voice Vote)


	Continued to next session in

Counties, Cities and Towns

(Voice Vote)




	SB 285 
	SB 285 
	SB 285 

	Urban Public-Private

Partnership Redevelopment

grant program; Board of

HCD to review, etc.


	Urban Public-Private

Partnership Redevelopment

grant program; Board of

HCD to review, etc.



	Lashrecse

D. Aird


	Lashrecse

D. Aird



	County Initiative 
	County Initiative 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1001)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1001)




	FAIRFAX COUNTY PRIORITIES  
	4


	4


	4 Fairfax County Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 6-8)
	4 Fairfax County Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 6-8)



	K-12 FUNDING


	Since the release of the watershed 2023 Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) report, the

GA has been studying how to implement the recommendations and has made limited progress through budget

action. The only major K-12 funding legislation, HB 92 and SB 90, considered by the 2026 GA would have

codified changes to the Standards of Quality (SOQ) formula regarding the at-risk and special education add-on

previously made in the budget over the last several sessions. However, the legislation was carried over by the

Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee, which noted this topic would be addressed in the budget.


	Several additional bills would have made other funding adjustments, including changing the composition of the

Local Composite Index (LCI) and addressing staff salary increases. All failed and will be looked at by the Joint

Subcommittee on K-12 Funding that was established by the 2024 GA.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 92 
	HB 92 
	HB 92 
	HB 92 

	Public schools; At-Risk

Program established,

Standards of Quality.


	Public schools; At-Risk

Program established,

Standards of Quality.



	Sam

Rasoul


	Sam

Rasoul



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in S�Finance and Appropriations

committee (15‑Y 0‑N)


	Continued to next session in S�Finance and Appropriations

committee (15‑Y 0‑N)




	HB 412 
	HB 412 
	HB 412 

	Local governing bodies;

school division budgets,

funding levels.


	Local governing bodies;

school division budgets,

funding levels.



	Nicole

Cole


	Nicole

Cole



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Left in Committee Appropriations


	Left in Committee Appropriations




	HB 753 
	HB 753 
	HB 753 

	Public school funding;

composite index of local

ability-to-pay.


	Public school funding;

composite index of local

ability-to-pay.



	Chris S.

Runion


	Chris S.

Runion



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Left in Education


	Left in Education




	SB 90 
	SB 90 
	SB 90 

	Equity in public school

funding and staffing; At�Risk Program established,

Standards of Quality.


	Equity in public school

funding and staffing; At�Risk Program established,

Standards of Quality.



	Barbara A.

Favola


	Barbara A.

Favola



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in S�Finance and Appropriations

committee (15‑Y 0‑N)


	Continued to next session in S�Finance and Appropriations

committee (15‑Y 0‑N)






	TRANSIT SYSTEMS FUNDING


	For the past two years, through the DMVMoves and SJ 28 Joint Subcommittee efforts, the Commonwealth has

been looking at longer-term solutions for regional transit funding and how that specifically relates to the

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA). To this end, various bills were introduced to

provide additional funds for regional and statewide transit needs, including for WMATA. HB 900/SB 730,

known colloquially as the “Big Bill,” decreased the retail sales and use tax from 4.3 percent to 4 percent and

expanded the tax to specific services and digital personal property. The bill also imposed a regional sales and

use tax, along with a retail delivery fee and a regional highway use fee, in Northern Virginia for regional transit

needs. HB 1179/SB 638, known as the “SJ 28 Bill,” generated new statewide revenues through a statewide

retail package delivery fee and a sales tax on transportation network company (TNC) services. The bill also

imposed a regional sales and use tax, a retail delivery fee, a highway use fee, a sales tax on paid commercial

parking, and a sales tax on TNC services in Northern Virginia. HB 978 also levied taxes on certain services


	and digital personal property; however, it also divided revenues between K-12, WMATA, and the

Commonwealth Transportation Board. Understanding the complexity of statewide taxation policy, the GA

continued the bills to 2027 or left them in committee. To help address the short-term needs, both chambers

provided additional funding for WMATA in their respective budgets, though using different mechanisms.



	Three other bills of interest also did not advance. HB 1205 would have removed the highway use fee for fuel�efficient vehicles, but maintained the highway use fee for electric vehicles and alternative fuel vehicles. HB 1281

was the same but included additional language requiring localities accepting state relief for the “car tax” to

modify tangible personal property relief to include income criteria to calculate the amount of personal

property tax relief available for households. This would result in households with more income incrementally

receiving less relief and households with incomes above $200,000 being excluded altogether. HB 57 would

have increased the Commonwealth’s reimbursements for the purchase or maintenance of equipment that is

necessary for providing and operating emergency medical services by nonprofit emergency medical services

agencies.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 57 
	HB 57 
	HB 57 
	HB 57 

	Vehicles designed and used for

transportation of passengers; fees,

funds returned to a locality.


	Vehicles designed and used for

transportation of passengers; fees,

funds returned to a locality.



	Michael

B.

Feggans


	Michael

B.

Feggans



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (14-

Y 0-N)


	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (14-

Y 0-N)




	HB 900 
	HB 900 
	HB 900 

	Sales & use tax on taxable services

& digital personal property; taxes

levied in certain districts.


	Sales & use tax on taxable services

& digital personal property; taxes

levied in certain districts.



	Richard

C. "Rip"

Sullivan,

Jr.


	Richard

C. "Rip"

Sullivan,

Jr.



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in

Finance (Voice Vote)


	Continued to next session in

Finance (Voice Vote)




	HB 978 
	HB 978 
	HB 978 

	Retail Sales and Use Tax; taxation

on various services, includes

digital personal property.


	Retail Sales and Use Tax; taxation

on various services, includes

digital personal property.



	Vivian E.

Watts


	Vivian E.

Watts



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in

Finance (Voice Vote)


	Continued to next session in

Finance (Voice Vote)




	HB 1179 
	HB 1179 
	HB 1179 

	Transportation; changes various

provisions of existing funds, etc.


	Transportation; changes various

provisions of existing funds, etc.



	Kathy

K.L. Tran


	Kathy

K.L. Tran



	Support 
	Support 

	Left in Committee

Appropriations


	Left in Committee

Appropriations




	HB 1205 
	HB 1205 
	HB 1205 

	Motor vehicles insurance; hwy.

use fee, tangible personal property

tax relief for certain vehicles.


	Motor vehicles insurance; hwy.

use fee, tangible personal property

tax relief for certain vehicles.



	Delores

Oates


	Delores

Oates



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Left in Committee

Transportation


	Left in Committee

Transportation




	HB 1281 
	HB 1281 
	HB 1281 

	Motor vehicle insurance; highway

use fee, and tangible personal

property tax relief.


	Motor vehicle insurance; highway

use fee, and tangible personal

property tax relief.



	Delores

Oates


	Delores

Oates



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Left in Committee

Transportation


	Left in Committee

Transportation




	SB 638 
	SB 638 
	SB 638 

	Transportation; changes various

provisions of existing funds, etc.


	Transportation; changes various

provisions of existing funds, etc.



	Adam P.

Ebbin


	Adam P.

Ebbin



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (15-

Y 0-N)


	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (15-

Y 0-N)




	SB 730 
	SB 730 
	SB 730 

	Sales & use tax on taxable services

& digital personal property; taxes

levied in certain districts.


	Sales & use tax on taxable services

& digital personal property; taxes

levied in certain districts.



	Scott A.

Surovell


	Scott A.

Surovell



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (15-

Y 0-N)


	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (15-

Y 0-N)






	HOUSING AFFORDABILITY


	Conversations are happening nationwide about the high cost of housing and limited housing stock. This

housing crisis has prompted legislative actions at the federal, state, and local levels as leaders are looking for
	ways to increase supply and decrease costs. The Commonwealth was no different. The GA introduced

approximately 146 bills to address housing supply, affordable housing, zoning, manufactured housing, and

tenants’ rights. The County took formal positions on 49 of them, supporting 30 bills and playing an active role

with other localities to ensure that bills that passed would help increase affordability while respecting local

land use authority.



	Housing across the income continuum is vital, and to help achieve this, affordable housing is needed. Fairfax

County is well on its way to achieving the Board’s goal of 10,000 new units by 2034. A key part of this success

has been the County’s affordable dwelling unit ordinance. As enacted, HB 867/SB 74 expands that authority to

all localities, helping other communities meet their individual goals. Similarly, the Fairfax County

Redevelopment and Housing Authority has the right of first refusal for affordable housing projects to which it

has contributed. HB 4, as enacted, will give every locality the right of first refusal when an affordable housing

project is up for sale. Localities can either exercise that right or confer it on a nonprofit or other entity. HB

854, as enacted, will provide localities with another tool for meeting this goal by allowing them to adopt local

tax incentives to help finance affordable housing projects.


	Unfortunately, not all legislative initiatives introduced were tools for local governments to increase housing

supply; many were mandates and one-size-fits-all solutions. HB 816/SB 454, titled Housing by Jobs, sought to

require localities to allow housing by-right in commercial and business districts. The same patrons also

introduced HB 804 and SB 488, which sought to set a target housing stock production percentage that

localities would have to meet. If a locality did not, the bill laid out a set of requirements for implementation.

Similarly, SB 717 sought to impose new development requirements around transit hubs. Fairfax County

worked with other local governments to negotiate amendments on all five of these bills. However,

compromises were not made. Advocacy on the harm these bills would cause in local communities ensured

these bills were either carried over to the 2027 session or failed to pass.


	While four mandates did pass on faith in housing, accessory dwelling units, small lot zoning requirements, and

parking minimums, Fairfax County’s current practice already reflects the new requirements for small lot

zoning and accessory dwelling units. HB 1279/SB 388, as enacted, will give nonprofit and religious

organizations the ability to build housing on their property by-right. Local governments raised concerns about

how this would be implemented but had little success in getting amendments outside of a delayed enactment

date, a four-year sunset of the authority, and protections for historical and environmental areas. After session,

local governments worked with the Administration to get additional clarification and technical improvements

to ensure better implementation, including protections for historical and environmental areas and requiring

the property to have the ability to be connected to public utilities. The GA accepted these amendments, and

the Governor signed the bill. HB 888 requires specific parking minimum ratios to be applied throughout the

state, especially concentrated around public transportation. Fairfax County worked with the patron and the

Administration to amend the bill to apply only to major public transportation hubs, reduce the zones' radii

from transit, and remove the provisions for affordable dwelling units. These amendments brought the

legislation closer to Fairfax County’s current policies adopted under Parking Reimagined.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 4 
	HB 4 
	HB 4 
	HB 4 

	Affordable housing;

preservation, definitions,

civil penalty.


	Affordable housing;

preservation, definitions,

civil penalty.



	Elizabeth B.

Bennett�Parker


	Elizabeth B.

Bennett�Parker



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0352)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0352)


	HB 804 
	HB 804 
	HB 804 

	Localities; statewide

housing targets.


	Localities; statewide

housing targets.



	Dan I. Helmer/ 
	Dan I. Helmer/ 

	Oppose


	Oppose


	Amend



	Stricken at the request of Patron in

Local Government (13-Y 0-N)


	Stricken at the request of Patron in

Local Government (13-Y 0-N)




	HB 816/

SB 454


	HB 816/

SB 454


	HB 816/

SB 454



	Zoning; by-right

multifamily residential

development in areas

zoned for commercial

use.


	Zoning; by-right

multifamily residential

development in areas

zoned for commercial

use.



	Dan I. Helmer/

Schuyler T.

VanValkenburg


	Dan I. Helmer/

Schuyler T.

VanValkenburg



	Oppose


	Oppose


	Amend



	House: Defeated by Senate


	House: Defeated by Senate


	Senate: Left in Counties, Cities and

Towns




	HB 854 
	HB 854 
	HB 854 

	Real property tax; local

classification or

designation for property,

nonprofit organizations.


	Real property tax; local

classification or

designation for property,

nonprofit organizations.



	Rae Cousins 
	Rae Cousins 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0683)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0683)




	HB 867/

SB 74


	HB 867/

SB 74


	HB 867/

SB 74



	Affordable housing; local

zoning ordinance

authority.


	Affordable housing; local

zoning ordinance

authority.



	Rae Cousins/

Jeremy S.

McPike


	Rae Cousins/

Jeremy S.

McPike



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0435 & CHAP0436)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0435 & CHAP0436)




	HB 888 
	HB 888 
	HB 888 

	Minimum off-street

parking requirements;

definitions, administrative

reductions.


	Minimum off-street

parking requirements;

definitions, administrative

reductions.



	Irene Shin 
	Irene Shin 

	Amend 
	Amend 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1075)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1075)




	HB 1212 
	HB 1212 
	HB 1212 

	Zoning; small lot

residential districts

required.


	Zoning; small lot

residential districts

required.



	Briana D.

Sewell


	Briana D.

Sewell



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0751)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0751)




	HB 1279/

SB 388


	HB 1279/

SB 388


	HB 1279/

SB 388



	Affordable housing;

religious organizations

and other nonprofit tax�exempt properties.


	Affordable housing;

religious organizations

and other nonprofit tax�exempt properties.



	Joshua G.

Cole/ Jeremy

S. McPike


	Joshua G.

Cole/ Jeremy

S. McPike



	Oppose


	Oppose


	Amend



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1096 & CHAP1009)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1096 & CHAP1009)




	SB 488 
	SB 488 
	SB 488 

	Localities; statewide

housing targets.


	Localities; statewide

housing targets.



	Schuyler T.

VanValkenburg


	Schuyler T.

VanValkenburg



	Oppose


	Oppose


	Amend


	 

	Stricken at request of Patron in

Local Government (11-Y 0-N)


	Stricken at request of Patron in

Local Government (11-Y 0-N)




	SB 531 
	SB 531 
	SB 531 

	Zoning; development and

use of accessory dwelling

units, delayed effective

date.


	Zoning; development and

use of accessory dwelling

units, delayed effective

date.



	Kannan

Srinivasan


	Kannan

Srinivasan



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0895)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0895)




	SB 717 
	SB 717 
	SB 717 

	Transit-oriented housing

overlay districts;

definitions, ordinances,

report, sunset.


	Transit-oriented housing

overlay districts;

definitions, ordinances,

report, sunset.



	Saddam Azlan

Salim


	Saddam Azlan

Salim



	Amend 
	Amend 

	Continued to next session in

Counties, Cities and Towns (Voice

Vote)
	Continued to next session in

Counties, Cities and Towns (Voice

Vote)




	SNAP AND MEDICAID IMPLEMENTATION & SUPPORT FOR DISPLACED FEDERAL

WORKERS


	The Trump Administration’s federal workforce reductions have had significant impacts on the Virginia

workforce, particularly in Fairfax County, where nearly 82,000 federal employees reside. Additionally, federal

changes to Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), enacted in 2025 through

H.R. 1, create new administration processes and funding needs for states and localities. In response, the

Virginia House and the Senate each created a special committee to meet out of session to monitor how

federal changes were impacting the Commonwealth. The House Emergency Committee on the Impacts of

Federal Workforce and Funding Reductions produced a report in September that made several legislative

recommendations; however, the focus during session was the Commonwealth’s response to the H.R. 1

changes. Most efforts to address the H.R. 1 changes to Medicaid and SNAP were proposed in the budget

rather than through statute, including state funding for SNAP benefits and administrative costs and support for

implementing Medicaid community engagement and work requirements. In addition to the budget language,

legislation (HB 66) was proposed in the House to update the technological systems used to administer federal

benefit programs, but it was ultimately unsuccessful. Although efforts to support displaced federal workers

were limited, legislation (HB 915) to allow local governing bodies to provide an extension on personal

property taxes to federal workers impacted by a federal government shutdown was successful.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 66 
	HB 66 
	HB 66 
	HB 66 

	Federal benefit programs;

DMAS & DSS shall study

the technology systems

used to administer.


	Federal benefit programs;

DMAS & DSS shall study

the technology systems

used to administer.



	Michael B.

Feggans


	Michael B.

Feggans



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (14-Y 0-N)


	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (14-Y 0-N)




	HB 915 
	HB 915 
	HB 915 
	 

	Local taxation; tax

extension for federal

government shutdown.


	Local taxation; tax

extension for federal

government shutdown.



	Alfonso

H. Lopez


	Alfonso

H. Lopez



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0239)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0239)






	DATA CENTER IMPACTS AND REGULATORY COMPLIANCE


	Data centers continued to be an ongoing discussion point during the 2026 GA session, especially over how to

manage energy use and potential environmental issues. Many of the bills were focused on how public utilities

could better manage energy demands and ensure data centers are paying their fair share. Additionally, there

were bills addressing how the public process around where new power lines and required power stations are

located. HB 153 and SB 94 sought to require data centers to provide local governments with additional

information about potential community impacts during the zoning process. Fairfax County and other local

government advocates raised some concerns with SB 94 that were addressed during session, and, before

passing, these bills were made identical. HB 897 sought to tie data center sales and use tax exemptions to

environmental requirements. Ultimately, this bill did not pass, but the concept was incorporated into the

House budget.


	Finally, there was an additional bill, SB 334, that sought to require additional public hearings for projects

requiring new distribution or transmission lines or substations, especially as it pertains to data centers, when a

local government disposes of any permanent easements or rights-of-way. Concerns from local governments

were raised that this may increase timelines and costs for projects by requiring public hearings for routine

right-of-way agreements outside of projects, including data centers. The patron was amenable to making some
	changes but remained steadfast at the upper limit for a new electric transmission or distribution facility of

more than 69 kilovolts. Ultimately, the bill was tabled in Appropriations due to concerns from the Virginia

Department of Transportation (VDOT).



	While progress was made during the session, ongoing conversations about the data center industry, its ties to

artificial intelligence (AI) growth, and advances in its own technology will continue in the Commonwealth,

nationally, and worldwide. Finally, the GA also passed several workgroups and studies around this topic,

including exploring how to productively use the heat energy produced by data centers.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 153/

SB 94


	HB 153/

SB 94


	HB 153/

SB 94


	HB 153/

SB 94



	Data centers; site

assessment, sound profile

of the high energy use

facility.


	Data centers; site

assessment, sound profile

of the high energy use

facility.



	Joshua E.

Thomas/

Danica A.

Roem


	Joshua E.

Thomas/

Danica A.

Roem



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0567)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0567)




	HB 323 
	HB 323 
	HB 323 

	Data centers; Department

of Energy shall lead efforts

to accelerate use of waste

heat, report.


	Data centers; Department

of Energy shall lead efforts

to accelerate use of waste

heat, report.



	Richard C.

“Rip”

Sullivan


	Richard C.

“Rip”

Sullivan



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0591)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0591)




	HB 897 
	HB 897 
	HB 897 

	Retail Sales and Use Tax;

exemption for data

centers, delayed effective

date.


	Retail Sales and Use Tax;

exemption for data

centers, delayed effective

date.



	Richard C.

“Rip”

Sullivan


	Richard C.

“Rip”

Sullivan



	Support 
	Support 
	 

	Passed by indefinitely in Finance and

Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)


	Passed by indefinitely in Finance and

Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)




	SB 334 
	SB 334 
	SB 334 

	Conveyances of interests

in real property; public

hearing required.


	Conveyances of interests

in real property; public

hearing required.



	Danica A.

Roem


	Danica A.

Roem



	Amend 
	Amend 

	Tabled in Appropriations (21-Y 0-N

1-A)


	Tabled in Appropriations (21-Y 0-N

1-A)






	REFORMING STATE TAX STRUCTURE


	The GA discussed many ideas around using taxes to incentivize or de-incentivize behaviors. However, they did

not have robust conversations around the outdated and regressive tax structure, or the limited options local

governments must fund core services. HB 13 and HB 703 could have had the opposite effect by eliminating the

remaining one percent local sales and use tax that is imposed on food purchased for human consumption and

essential personal hygiene products. Two other bills sought to address business taxes related to deducting

out-of-state receipts (HB 956) and valuation of personal property taxes as related to trade or business (HB

960). Only HB 960 was ultimately successful, though it was passed with a re-enactment clause (meaning the

GA will have to pass the identical bill in the next session) to allow for the workgroup created by the bill to

complete its review and provide recommendations.


	Some conversations around tax reform were embedded in the transit funding conversations, as referenced

previously in “Transit Systems Funding” on page 6, though legislative efforts were unsuccessful.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 13 
	HB 13 
	HB 13 
	HB 13 

	RS and UT; food

purchased for human


	RS and UT; food

purchased for human



	Joseph P.

McNamara


	Joseph P.

McNamara



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Continued to next session in Finance

(Voice Vote)
	Continued to next session in Finance

(Voice Vote)


	consumption and essential

personal hygiene products.


	TH
	TD
	TD
	TD
	consumption and essential

personal hygiene products.


	consumption and essential

personal hygiene products.




	HB 703 
	HB 703 
	HB 703 

	RS & UT; food for human

consumption and essential

personal hygiene products,

delayed effective date.


	RS & UT; food for human

consumption and essential

personal hygiene products,

delayed effective date.



	Anne

Ferrell

Tata


	Anne

Ferrell

Tata



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Continued to next session in Finance

(Voice Vote)


	Continued to next session in Finance

(Voice Vote)




	HB 956 
	HB 956 
	HB 956 

	License taxes; deduction

for out-of-state receipts.


	License taxes; deduction

for out-of-state receipts.



	Vivian E.

Watts


	Vivian E.

Watts



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Left in Finance


	Left in Finance




	HB 960 
	HB 960 
	HB 960 

	Personal property taxes;

valuation, effective clause.


	Personal property taxes;

valuation, effective clause.



	Vivian E.

Watts


	Vivian E.

Watts



	Monitor

Oppose


	Monitor

Oppose



	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)


	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)






	AUTOMATED TRAFFIC SAFETY


	As in previous years, more than a handful of photo speed monitoring bills were introduced and ultimately

enacted. While many did not survive the session, bills that did pass emphasized new requirements and

“guardrails” for locality-operated programs. No bills were enacted regarding license plate readers.


	HB 1220 focused exclusively on “guardrails” for the speed enforcement programs initiated by state and local

law enforcement authorities, including provisions related to universal summonses, signage, data retention and

storage, photo speed monitoring device calibration, making certain information available to the public,

reporting, and a waiver of sovereign immunity protections for localities. The bill specifies how localities can

use civil penalty revenue – funds must first cover operating costs for the camera program and then may only

be used for improving traffic safety, speed management, bicycle and pedestrian safety, public transit, and other

systemic safety initiatives, starting with highway work zones, high-risk intersections, and other safety initiatives.

The bill was amended to remove the language specifically waiving sovereign immunity, but it was replaced with

similar language that removes sovereign immunity protections if the locality and vendor are found to have a

willful disregard for the law. The enacted bill also incorporates some of the provisions in the other photo

enforcement bills described below.


	As enacted, HB 994 and SB 84 include many of the requirements found in HB 1220. However, HB 994 and SB

84 also contain provisions to allow expansion of localities’ traffic safety enforcement programs, with HB 994

expanding the types of locations where devices can be placed and SB 84 expanding the types of devices that

can be used in the currently permitted locations.


	Additional bills were focused on specific components of photo enforcement. SB 219 provides universal

summons and reporting requirements for traffic safety enforcement programs, including the requirement to

send a second summons when someone fails to appear after an initial notice of violation. The bill was amended

to also include the same guardrail provisions and waiver of sovereign immunity-like protections as in HB 1220.

SB 436 had a more limited focus on work zone cameras, requiring them to be operational only when workers

are present. HB 684 and SB 59 require specific training standards for law enforcement officers, retired law

enforcement officers, and other certified reviewers.


	SB 150, which was incorporated into SB 59, allows retired sworn law enforcement officers to review video

evidence of stopped school bus violations, enabling them to affirm the evidence in addition to law

enforcement, allowing localities to reassign serving law enforcement officers to other policing duties. The

County voiced concerns about certain provisions in several of these bills, but throughout the legislative

process, the requirements remained similar until the bills were made essentially identical regarding guardrails
	and requirements at the end of session. Except for SB 150, all the bills above were passed by the GA and

signed into law by the Governor.



	Several other bills on this topic were thoroughly debated but did not advance. HB 1330, continued to 2027,

would have allowed pedestrian crossing and stop sign violation enforcement. As introduced, SB 297 rescinded

local authority to operate photo speed enforcement programs in the Commonwealth, while SB 306 was

intended to repeal the authority to operate traffic control device monitoring systems. The bills were amended

to become reporting requirements bills, like a version of SB 84 that was considered during the session, but

both failed to report from the Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee.


	Like last year, a pair of bills focused on traffic safety concerns on the George Washington Parkway were

introduced. As passed by the GA, HB 77/SB 81 allowed enforcement of federal traffic infractions by state and

local law enforcement officers within Planning District 8 (PD8). The Governor recommended a substitute like

an earlier version of the bill that, with the assent of the federal government, would specifically allow speed

cameras to be placed on the Parkway. During the veto session, the GA accepted the Governor’s substitute.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB

77/SB 81


	HB

77/SB 81


	HB

77/SB 81


	HB

77/SB 81



	Law-enforcement officers,

state and local; enforcement

of federal traffic infractions.


	Law-enforcement officers,

state and local; enforcement

of federal traffic infractions.



	Paul E.

Krizek/ Scott

A. Surovell


	Paul E.

Krizek/ Scott

A. Surovell



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1033 & CHAP0986)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1033 & CHAP0986)




	HB

684/SB

59


	HB

684/SB

59


	HB

684/SB

59



	Photo speed monitoring

devices; photo-monitoring

systems for traffic signals,

proof of violation.


	Photo speed monitoring

devices; photo-monitoring

systems for traffic signals,

proof of violation.



	C.E. Cliff

Hayes, Jr.


	C.E. Cliff

Hayes, Jr.



	Monitor


	Monitor


	Amend



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0963 & CHAP0965)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0963 & CHAP0965)




	HB 994 
	HB 994 
	HB 994 

	Photo speed monitoring

devices; placement and

operation.


	Photo speed monitoring

devices; placement and

operation.



	Holly M.

Seibold


	Holly M.

Seibold



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0968)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0968)




	HB 1220 
	HB 1220 
	HB 1220 

	Photo speed monitoring

devices; placement and

operation.


	Photo speed monitoring

devices; placement and

operation.



	Karrie K.

Delaney


	Karrie K.

Delaney



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0964)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0964)




	HB 1330 
	HB 1330 
	HB 1330 

	Speed safety cameras,

pedestrian crossing violation

monitoring systems, etc.;

violation enforcement.


	Speed safety cameras,

pedestrian crossing violation

monitoring systems, etc.;

violation enforcement.



	Holly M.

Seibold


	Holly M.

Seibold



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (14-Y 0-

N)


	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (14-Y 0-

N)




	SB 84 
	SB 84 
	SB 84 

	Photo speed monitoring

devices, etc.; placement and

operation, civil penalty,

report.


	Photo speed monitoring

devices, etc.; placement and

operation, civil penalty,

report.



	Angelia

Williams

Graves


	Angelia

Williams

Graves



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0967)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0967)




	SB 150 
	SB 150 
	SB 150 

	School bus video-monitoring

systems; enforcement of

violations, sworn or affirmed

certificates.


	School bus video-monitoring

systems; enforcement of

violations, sworn or affirmed

certificates.



	Christie

New Craig


	Christie

New Craig



	Support 
	Support 

	Incorporated by Transportation

(SB59-Diggs) (Voice Vote)


	Incorporated by Transportation

(SB59-Diggs) (Voice Vote)




	SB 219 
	SB 219 
	SB 219 

	Photo speed monitoring

devices; placement and

operations.


	Photo speed monitoring

devices; placement and

operations.



	Michael J.

Jones


	Michael J.

Jones



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0969)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0969)


	SB 297 
	SB 297 
	SB 297 

	Photo speed monitoring

devices; law-enforcement

agencies to report to VSP

number of summonses, etc.


	Photo speed monitoring

devices; law-enforcement

agencies to report to VSP

number of summonses, etc.



	Mark J.

Peake


	Mark J.

Peake



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Passed by indefinitely in Finance and

Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)


	Passed by indefinitely in Finance and

Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)




	SB 306 
	SB 306 
	SB 306 

	Traffic light signals and traffic

control device monitoring

systems; locality to report to

VSP member of traffic

violations, etc., report.


	Traffic light signals and traffic

control device monitoring

systems; locality to report to

VSP member of traffic

violations, etc., report.



	Mark J.

Peake


	Mark J.

Peake



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Passed by indefinitely in Finance and

Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)


	Passed by indefinitely in Finance and

Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)




	SB 436 
	SB 436 
	SB 436 

	Photo speed monitoring

devices; highway work

zones, workers present.


	Photo speed monitoring

devices; highway work

zones, workers present.



	Lamont

Bagby


	Lamont

Bagby



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0970)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0970)






	RETAIL CANNABIS MARKET


	After legalizing adult cannabis possession during the 2021 GA session, Virginia has remained without a legal

framework for a retail cannabis marketplace. Legislation to create a retail market passed the GA in recent

years but was ultimately vetoed by then-Governor Glenn Youngkin. In anticipation of a new Governor who

might view this legislation more favorably, the Joint Commission to Oversee the Transition of the

Commonwealth into a Cannabis Retail Market met during the 2025 interim to consider additional stakeholder

input and refine the draft legislation considered in recent sessions. Among the changes agreed to by the

Commission are several of interest to local governments, including (1) changing the required minimum

distance between retail cannabis stores from 1,000 feet to one mile, (2) prohibiting retail stores from being

located within 1,000 feet of places of religious worship, hospitals, schools, playgrounds, child day programs,

substance use disorder treatment facilities, or government facilities, (3) raising the local sales tax that localities

may impose from 2.5 percent to 3.5 percent, and (4) removing the option for localities to hold a local

referendum to prohibit cannabis sales.


	The main legislative vehicle for a retail cannabis marketplace (HB 642/SB 542) introduced during the 2026 GA

reflected the recommendations from the Commission, including local taxing authority and land use authority.

While additional legislation was introduced that did not contain the provisions protecting local land use

authority (SB 826), the legislation, as passed by the GA, retains language protecting local authority over land

use and the 1-3.5 percent local tax. Governor Spanberger proposed a substitute, which raised County

concerns as it removed key provisions requiring the Cannabis Control Authority (CCA) to provide notice to

localities when an application for a license in that locality is submitted and allowing the locality 30 days to

object, and directing the CCA to consider local impact factors for licensees. Given that the substitute raised

concerns among GA members, the GA passed that substitute by for the day, essentially rejecting it. On May

19, Governor Spanberger vetoed the bills, stating that while she supported the establishment of a safe, legal,

and well-regulated cannabis retail marketplace in the Commonwealth, the bills, as passed, lacked needed

enforcement authority and sufficient resources to ensure compliance, especially for bad actors.


	Additional legislation related to retail cannabis and hemp products was considered, including legislation to

create licensure for tobacco and vape sales as well as require that any civil penalty imposed for selling retail

tobacco or hemp products intended for smoking to those younger than 21 years old be deposited into the

local, rather than state, treasury.
	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 642/

SB 542


	HB 642/

SB 542


	HB 642/

SB 542


	HB 642/

SB 542



	Cannabis control; establishes

framework for creation of retail

marijuana market, penalties, report.


	Cannabis control; establishes

framework for creation of retail

marijuana market, penalties, report.



	Paul E. Krizek/

Lashrecse D.

Aird


	Paul E. Krizek/

Lashrecse D.

Aird



	Support 
	Support 

	Vetoed by the

Governor


	Vetoed by the

Governor




	SB 142 
	SB 142 
	SB 142 

	Retail tobacco/hemp; sale of products

intended for smoking to persons

younger than 21 years of age.


	Retail tobacco/hemp; sale of products

intended for smoking to persons

younger than 21 years of age.



	Ryan T.

McDougle


	Ryan T.

McDougle



	Support 
	Support 

	Failed to Pass from

conference


	Failed to Pass from

conference






	OVERARCHING FUNDING PRIORITIES  
	5


	5


	5 Fairfax County Overarching Funding Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 7-8)


	5 Fairfax County Overarching Funding Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 7-8)





	As noted in the Executive Summary, the GA session adjourned sine die without a budget compromise. While

the Governor called for a Special Session to discuss the budget on April 23, no progress has been made as of

June 5, 2026. Both chambers are recessed until they are called back, which is expected when a proposed

conference report on the budget is introduced. Because of the larger funding impasse, even short-term funding

needs, such as regional transit, have not been addressed. For detailed information on the State Budget and the

House and Senate budget proposals, please see the and the .


	“2026-2028 Biennium Budget Chart
	“2026-2028 Biennium Budget Chart
	6
	6
	6 2026-2028 Biennium Budget Chart, (2026) [PDF]. Fairfax County Government.

]


	6 2026-2028 Biennium Budget Chart, (2026) [PDF]. Fairfax County Government.

]


	https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[21
	https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[21




	” 

	“2024-2026


	“2024-2026


	Caboose Budget Chart
	7
	7
	7 2024-2026 Caboose Budget Chart, (2026) [PDF]. Fairfax County Government.

]


	7 2024-2026 Caboose Budget Chart, (2026) [PDF]. Fairfax County Government.

]


	https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[19
	https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Legislative-Report-No.-4.pdf#page=[19




	”


	K-12 FUNDING


	Pending budget enactment


	REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING


	Pending budget enactment


	TRANSPORTATION FUNDING


	Pending budget enactment
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	8


	8


	8 Fairfax County Budget Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 8-10)
	8 Fairfax County Budget Priorities as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 8-10)



	While the budget was not complete at the time of this writing, there was legislation considered regarding local

funding for public safety, such as increasing deputy sheriffs’ salaries. Additionally, while many bills proposing

changes to the tax code were introduced, very few passed. Fairfax County supported many efforts that may

have affected local taxing authority, including the ability to tax nicotine vape products (HB 1449), as well as a

study of the personal property tax on vehicles, also known as the “car tax” (HJ 34/SR 6). Conversely, HB 566


	would have repealed the “car tax.” While it did note that local revenue losses would need to be replaced, it

did not include a plan or corresponding budget amendment to provide that support. Though none of these

bills were successful, their discussion continues to highlight the need for reforming the tax code holistically.



	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 566 
	HB 566 
	HB 566 
	HB 566 

	Tangible personal property

tax relief; rate of taxation.


	Tangible personal property

tax relief; rate of taxation.



	Joseph P.

McNamara


	Joseph P.

McNamara



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Left in Finance


	Left in Finance




	HB 1449 
	HB 1449 
	HB 1449 

	Local tax authority;

nicotine vapor products,

definitions.


	Local tax authority;

nicotine vapor products,

definitions.



	Kimberly

Pope

Adams


	Kimberly

Pope

Adams



	Support 
	Support 

	Left in Committee Appropriations


	Left in Committee Appropriations




	HJ 34 
	HJ 34 
	HJ 34 

	Qualifying vehicles, certain;

Dept. of Tax. to study

options for abolishing

personal property tax.


	Qualifying vehicles, certain;

Dept. of Tax. to study

options for abolishing

personal property tax.



	Lily V.

Franklin


	Lily V.

Franklin



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (10-Y 4-N)


	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (10-Y 4-N)




	SB 103 
	SB 103 
	SB 103 

	Salaries of certain full-time

deputy sheriffs.


	Salaries of certain full-time

deputy sheriffs.



	William M.

Stanley


	William M.

Stanley



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)


	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)




	SR 6 
	SR 6 
	SR 6 

	Qualifying vehicles, certain;

Dept. of Tax. to study

options for abolishing

personal property tax.


	Qualifying vehicles, certain;

Dept. of Tax. to study

options for abolishing

personal property tax.



	David W.

Marsden


	David W.

Marsden


	  

	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)


	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (10-Y 5-N)






	BILLS ALIGNED TO POSITION STATEMENTS


	EARLY CHILDHOOD  
	9


	9


	9 Reference the Early Childhood position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 10)
	9 Reference the Early Childhood position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 10)



	Consistent with the overall centering of affordability during the 2026 GA session, a variety of legislation was

introduced to help make child care and early childhood education more accessible and affordable. The 2025

GA referred legislation to create an early childhood funding formula to the Early Childhood Care and

Education Commission so it could be studied during the 2025 interim. The resulting legislation (HB 1208/SB

134) was successfully enacted during the 2026 GA session, and establishes a child care access calculation to

provide legislators with a better estimate of the funding needed for early childhood care and education

services. The calculations will consider parental demand and choice preferences as well as slots needed to

reflect new demand resulting from local and regional economic development efforts and public-private

partnerships. To meet the new demand, VDOE will consult with the Virginia Economic Development

Partnership Authority and the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation’s Virginia Business Roundtable for Early

Education to calculate slots needed to ensure adequate supply in regions with active, recognized economic

development initiatives, public-private partnerships focused on building the supply of quality child care services,

and/or identified child care deserts. The legislation also clarifies that the calculation will not affect regularly

recurring federal funding for the Child Care Subsidy Program (CCSP), Early Head Start, and Head Start, and

that federal funding will be maximized and fully expended before expending any state general funds.


	Additionally, the calculation will not obligate the GA to a specific appropriation of funds. Instead, it is designed

to inform the GA’s decisions about the proportion of parental demand for and supply of early childhood care

and education services and the required appropriation level to address that demand.



	Additional legislation enacted seeking to address affordability included the creation of the Employee Child

Care Assistance Program (HB 18/SB 3), which will provide matching funds to incentivize employers to

contribute to employee child care costs, and additional reporting on Head Start and Early Head Start in

Virginia (HB 211). Other ideas were considered but were ultimately unsuccessful. The GA considered

legislation to develop and implement a phased reduction model for CCSP, to ensure that families do not

experience a sudden loss of eligibility when their income increases (HB 254/SB 20); create a Children’s

Cabinet (HB 485); and establish the Home-Based Child Care Provider Start-Up Grant Pilot Program to

expand the supply of licensed home-based child care providers (HB 259).


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 254 
	HB 254 
	HB 254 
	HB 254 

	Child Care Subsidy

Program; income-based

eligibility for assistance.


	Child Care Subsidy

Program; income-based

eligibility for assistance.



	Jackie H.

Glass


	Jackie H.

Glass



	Support 
	Support 

	Left in Committee Appropriations


	Left in Committee Appropriations




	HB 1208/

SB 134


	HB 1208/

SB 134


	HB 1208/

SB 134


	 

	Public education; early

childhood care and

education, child care

access calculations, report.


	Public education; early

childhood care and

education, child care

access calculations, report.



	Briana D.

Sewell/

Mamie E.

Locke


	Briana D.

Sewell/

Mamie E.

Locke



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0456 & CHAP0457)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0456 & CHAP0457)




	SB 20 
	SB 20 
	SB 20 

	Child Care Subsidy

Program; income-based

eligibility for assistance.


	Child Care Subsidy

Program; income-based

eligibility for assistance.



	Mamie E.

Locke


	Mamie E.

Locke



	Support 
	Support 

	Left in Education


	Left in Education






	ENVIRONMENT 
	10


	10


	10 Reference the Environment position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 11-12)
	10 Reference the Environment position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 11-12)



	Energy and Climate Change


	While conversation on data centers and the environment was prominent, another focus was on clean,

affordable energy. One of the key measures was HB 397/SB 802, requiring Virginia to rejoin the Regional

Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). Additional clean energy-focused bills included the establishment of the

Virginia Clean Energy Innovation Bank to help finance projects (HB 1444/SB 225), and the creation of a Solar

Interconnection Grant Fund and Program to offset costs associated with interconnecting solar facilities to the

grid (HB 683/SB 659). HB 590/SB 382 requires the state to set up a platform to help streamline the residential

solar permitting process. Concerns remain on how this will interact with existing local platforms, as well as

the notification for inspection requirements, which will need to be resolved by the workgroup.


	Affordability was also a big focus. HB 770/SB 650 provides the State Corporation Commission (SCC) with the

authority to provide discounted rates for low-income residents. Additionally, HB 828/SB 516 requires electric

utilities to report disconnection rates to the SCC to gather more information about the current problem. HB


	903/SB 251 directs the SCC to study the current regulatory framework for electric utilities and consider

whether a performance-based regulation framework would help improve performance and control costs

better. This report is due July 1, 2027.



	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 397/

SB 802


	HB 397/

SB 802


	HB 397/

SB 802


	HB 397/

SB 802



	Clean energy and community

flood preparedness; market�based trading program.


	Clean energy and community

flood preparedness; market�based trading program.



	Charniele L.

Herring/ Mamie

E. Locke


	Charniele L.

Herring/ Mamie

E. Locke



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0920 & CHAP0921)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0920 & CHAP0921)




	HB 590/

SB 382


	HB 590/

SB 382


	HB 590/

SB 382



	Smart Solar Permitting

Platforms established;

residential solar energy

systems; work group; report.


	Smart Solar Permitting

Platforms established;

residential solar energy

systems; work group; report.



	Phil M.

Hernandez/Scott

A. Surovell


	Phil M.

Hernandez/Scott

A. Surovell


	 

	Monitor 
	Monitor 
	 
	 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0633 & CHAP0634)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0633 & CHAP0634)




	HB 683/

SB 659


	HB 683/

SB 659


	HB 683/

SB 659



	Solar Interconnection Grant

Fund and Progrm

established; report; sunset.


	Solar Interconnection Grant

Fund and Progrm

established; report; sunset.



	Charniele L.

Herring/

Christie New

Craig


	Charniele L.

Herring/

Christie New

Craig



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0659 & CHAP0660)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0659 & CHAP0660)


	  


	HB 770/

SB 650


	HB 770/

SB 650


	HB 770/

SB 650



	Public utilities; water and

sewerage companies,

discounted rates for low�income customers.


	Public utilities; water and

sewerage companies,

discounted rates for low�income customers.



	Charniele L.

Herring/ David

W. Marsden


	Charniele L.

Herring/ David

W. Marsden



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0217 & CHAP0218)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0217 & CHAP0218)




	HB 828/

SB 516


	HB 828/

SB 516


	HB 828/

SB 516



	Electric utilities;

disconnection reports, State

Corporation Commission

database, annual summary.


	Electric utilities;

disconnection reports, State

Corporation Commission

database, annual summary.



	Charniele L.

Herring/ R.

Creigh Deeds


	Charniele L.

Herring/ R.

Creigh Deeds



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0676 & CHAP0677)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0676 & CHAP0677)


	 


	HB 903/

SB 251


	HB 903/

SB 251


	HB 903/

SB 251



	Electric utilities;

performance-based

regulation; work group;

report.


	Electric utilities;

performance-based

regulation; work group;

report.



	Richard C. "Rip"

Sullivan, Jr./

Scott A. Surovell


	Richard C. "Rip"

Sullivan, Jr./

Scott A. Surovell



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0701 & CHAP0702)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0701 & CHAP0702)




	HB 914 
	HB 914 
	HB 914 

	Local Environmental Impact

Fund; created.


	Local Environmental Impact

Fund; created.


	 

	Alfonso H.

Lopez


	Alfonso H.

Lopez



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in

Counties, Cities and Towns

(Voice Vote)


	Continued to next session in

Counties, Cities and Towns

(Voice Vote)




	HB 1444/

SB 225


	HB 1444/

SB 225


	HB 1444/

SB 225



	Virginia Clean Energy

Innovation Bank; established;

report.


	Virginia Clean Energy

Innovation Bank; established;

report.



	Alfonso H.

Lopez/Scott A.

Surovell


	Alfonso H.

Lopez/Scott A.

Surovell



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1125 & CHAP1126)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1125 & CHAP1126)






	Municipal Solid Waste


	Composting, along with recycling, are two key solid waste management tools the GA has sought to encourage

through enabling statutes. This year, the GA passed HB 1011/SB 226, granting localities authority to, by

ordinance, require certain large-scale organic waste producers to divert compostable material as well as

establish civil penalties for violations. It also notes the GA’s intent that new and renovated public school
	buildings and facilities have waste disposal infrastructure. Additionally, HB 645 started out as a bill to exempt

ReWorld, a waste-to-energy facility in PD 8, from requirements under the Virginia Clean Economy Act

(VCEA). However, during deliberations, the bill was instead turned into a permissive bill for localities in PD8

to explore options related to small renewable energy projects including anaerobic digestion technology from

composted materials.



	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 1011/

SB 226


	HB 1011/

SB 226


	HB 1011/

SB 226


	HB 1011/

SB 226



	Local competitive bidding for

compost and other products

containing organic soil amendments;

waste disposal infrastructure; civil

penalty.


	Local competitive bidding for

compost and other products

containing organic soil amendments;

waste disposal infrastructure; civil

penalty.



	Kathy K.L.

Tran/Scott

A.

Surovell


	Kathy K.L.

Tran/Scott

A.

Surovell



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP1121 &

CHAP1122)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP1121 &

CHAP1122)




	SB 645 
	SB 645 
	SB 645 

	Air Pollution Control Board

regulations; small renewable energy

projects; anaerobic digestion

technology; report.


	Air Pollution Control Board

regulations; small renewable energy

projects; anaerobic digestion

technology; report.



	Scott A.

Surovell


	Scott A.

Surovell



	Monitor


	Monitor


	Support



	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0901)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0901)






	Natural Resources and Conservation: Invasive Plant Species


	How to address the growing number and prevalence of invasive species has been an ongoing conversation in

the GA. Several bills were successfully considered to address these issues, including HB 109, which amends

the definition of noxious weeds to remove the exclusion for living plants that are commercially viable or

propagated to try and ease the ability to label harmful plants as such. Additionally, HB 388/SB 89 would grant

additional powers to local service districts to control the spread of invasive species in their area. In HB 88,

VDOT was initially required to include invasive species abatement in its highway maintenance programs,

potentially increasing already significant maintenance costs. However, as enacted, HB 88 prohibits the

Commonwealth Transportation Board and the Commissioner of Highways from planting invasive species

within the right-of-way of any state highway. It also requires stakeholders to review the processes and

resources necessary to determine the prevalence of invasive plants on state rights-of-way.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 88 
	HB 88 
	HB 88 
	HB 88 

	Highway rights-of-way; invasive

species.


	Highway rights-of-way; invasive

species.



	Amy J. Laufer 
	Amy J. Laufer 

	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly

Chapter text

(CHAP0063)


	Acts of Assembly

Chapter text

(CHAP0063)




	HB 109 
	HB 109 
	HB 109 
	 

	Board of Agriculture and Consumer

Services; noxious weeds; commercial

viability; report.


	Board of Agriculture and Consumer

Services; noxious weeds; commercial

viability; report.



	Holly M. Seibold 
	Holly M. Seibold 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly

Chapter text

(CHAP0066)


	Acts of Assembly

Chapter text

(CHAP0066)




	HB 388/

SB 89


	HB 388/

SB 89


	HB 388/

SB 89



	Powers of service districts; control of

invasive plant species.


	Powers of service districts; control of

invasive plant species.



	Katrina Callsen/

Saddam Azlan

Salim


	Katrina Callsen/

Saddam Azlan

Salim



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly

Chapter text

(CHAP0129 &

CHAP0130)


	Acts of Assembly

Chapter text

(CHAP0129 &

CHAP0130)






	Natural Resources and Conservation: Water Quality, PFAS and Biosolid Regulation
	As in recent years, the 2026 GA advanced legislative efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances

(PFAS), commonly referred to as “forever chemicals,” particularly regarding wastewater treatment byproducts

(biosolids). PFAS contamination continues to emerge as a significant environmental and public health concern

nationwide, and Virginia’s legislative approach this session reflected a growing urgency to better understand

and manage its impacts.


	HB 1443 and SB 386 represented the primary vehicles for action with two different approaches. While both

bills sought to establish a framework for monitoring, testing, and regulating PFAS concentrations in biosolids,

they diverged significantly in approach. SB 386, as originally introduced, proposed a more aggressive and

immediate implementation timeline, including requirements that raised feasibility concerns from local

governments and wastewater utilities. Localities, including Fairfax County, expressed strong opposition to the

initial framework due to the lack of clarity on implementation logistics, compressed timelines, and the

potentially significant and unfunded costs associated with rapid PFAS mitigation and removal. In contrast, HB

1443 provided a more measured and operationally feasible approach, allowing for phased implementation,

additional study, and a clearer pathway for compliance. Local governments broadly aligned in support of this

framework, emphasizing the importance of balancing environmental goals with practical execution and

available resources. Through coordinated local lobbying efforts and advocacy engagement, local concerns were

incorporated into the final legislation. The bills went to conference and were ultimately amended to align with

HB 1443, adopting a more achievable timeline for testing and management while avoiding immediate mandates

for costly infrastructure.


	Additionally, HB 938/SB 138 will help provide more insight into PFAS sources by requiring industrial

wastewater facilities that discharge waste into a publicly owned treatment works to perform new quarterly

monitoring for PFAS and report results to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and the public

treatment works. Ultimately, these bills will assist with efforts to reduce PFAS in drinking water.


	Additional water quality measures were considered, including HB 952, which addresses nutrient credits in the

Chesapeake Bay Watershed Nutrient Credit Exchange Program, including prioritization of enforcement on

industrial stormwater permittees and convening a work group to evaluate and provide recommendations

regarding the most effective way to address industrial stormwater general permit nutrient reduction

compliance. HB 387/SB 473 sought to codify an agreement regarding source water for the Occoquan

Reservoir. Fairfax County supported this bill due to our use of the Occoquan Reservoir. The interested

parties came together and were able to agree on a solution, making the legislation unnecessary.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 387/

SB473


	HB 387/

SB473


	HB 387/

SB473


	HB 387/

SB473



	Occoquan Reservoir; low�flow protections for drinking

water safe yield.


	Occoquan Reservoir; low�flow protections for drinking

water safe yield.



	Paul E.

Krizek/ David

W. Marsden


	Paul E.

Krizek/ David

W. Marsden



	Support 
	Support 

	House: Tabled in Agriculture,

Chesapeake and Natural Resources

(22-Y 0-N)


	House: Tabled in Agriculture,

Chesapeake and Natural Resources

(22-Y 0-N)


	Senate: Continued to next session

in Agriculture, Conservation and

Natural Resources (12-Y 0-N)




	HB 880 
	HB 880 
	HB 880 

	Dept. of Environmental

Quality; monitoring

requirements for PFAS.


	Dept. of Environmental

Quality; monitoring

requirements for PFAS.



	Hillary Pugh

Kent


	Hillary Pugh

Kent



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Incorporated by Agriculture,

Chesapeake and Natural Resources

(HB1443-Lopez) (Voice Vote)
	Incorporated by Agriculture,

Chesapeake and Natural Resources

(HB1443-Lopez) (Voice Vote)


	HB 938/

SB 138


	HB 938/

SB 138


	HB 938/

SB 138



	Department of Environmental

Quality; industrial

wastewater; publicly owned

treatment works; PFAS

monitoring.


	Department of Environmental

Quality; industrial

wastewater; publicly owned

treatment works; PFAS

monitoring.



	Nedarius E.

Clark/ Jeremy

S. McPike


	Nedarius E.

Clark/ Jeremy

S. McPike



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP709 & CHAP710)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP709 & CHAP710)




	HB 952 
	HB 952 
	HB 952 

	Chesapeake Bay Watershed

Nutrient Credit Exchange

Program; certain industrial

stormwater permittees.


	Chesapeake Bay Watershed

Nutrient Credit Exchange

Program; certain industrial

stormwater permittees.



	Alfonso H.

Lopez


	Alfonso H.

Lopez


	 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP080)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP080)




	HB

1443/SB

386


	HB

1443/SB

386


	HB

1443/SB

386



	Owners of sewage treatment

works; land application,

marketing, or distributing of

sewage sludge.


	Owners of sewage treatment

works; land application,

marketing, or distributing of

sewage sludge.



	Alfonso H.

Lopez/Richard

H. Stuart


	Alfonso H.

Lopez/Richard

H. Stuart



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0853 & CHAP0854)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0853 & CHAP0854)






	GENERAL LAWS 
	11


	11


	11 Reference the Economic and Workforce Development & General Laws position statements as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 12-

13)
	11 Reference the Economic and Workforce Development & General Laws position statements as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 12-

13)



	Labor Relations and Collective Bargaining


	Employment issues were key discussion points on affordability, including enacted measures on paid sick leave

requirements (HB 5/SB 199) and the first step towards the creation of a statewide family and medical leave

program (HB 1207/SB 2). Building on legislation passed in 2021, the GA looked at a full repeal of the ban on

public sector public bargaining. HB 1263 and SB 378, as passed, sought to repeal the ban on public sector

collective bargaining, setting up a state-based model for all public employees governed by a state Public

Employee Relations Board (PERB). It was an extensive bill, setting forth rules such as bargaining unit structure,

election requirements, rights and responsibilities for parties, and negotiation timelines. In 2021, the GA passed

a local option for collective bargaining for local employees, and many localities, including Fairfax County,

elected to set up their own successful systems. Discussions for local governments focused on implementation

concerns and clarifying amendments, including how local systems would be impacted by the change from local

processes to state-driven models. HB 1263/SB 378 passed in the last hours of the GA session and moved to

the Governor’s desk. The Governor sent back a substitute bill making substantial changes, pushing out the

implementation dates, limiting what could be considered in bargaining negotiations, and providing clarity for

how local systems would function during the transition period. During the Reconvened Session, the GA

passed her amendments by for the day, essentially rejecting them and sending the bill as passed back to her

desk. The Governor vetoed the bill, stating that she plans to sign a repeal of the public sector collective

bargaining ban but felt there were too many outstanding implementation issues.


	Additionally, the GA passed HB 547/SB 731, requiring localities that contract with a private entity to provide

public transportation services to require those entities to compensate their employees with salaries and

benefits equivalent to county/city counterparts. The bills would not affect contracts or rights accrued before

July 1, 2026, only affecting contracts after this effective date. The bills also required the Department of Rail

and Public Transportation to convene a workgroup to develop recommendations on how to implement the

provisions of the bills before November 1, 2026. The Governor recommended line amendments that would

state no contracts or rights accrued before July 1, 2027, would be affected (rather than July 1, 2026), and

provide the workgroup an extra month to undertake their work. Another Governor’s amendment specified


	that, except for the workgroup, the bill would not become effective unless reenacted by the 2027 GA, which

the GA agreed to.



	 
	The GA also considered the topics of prevailing wage, workplace safety, discrimination, and other employee

protections. One bill that passed will expand discrimination protections for employees (SB 637). As

introduced, it would have waived sovereign immunity for governmental entities, which caused concerns for

local governments, but it was amended to exclude that provision while maintaining the protection for

employees. HB 569/SB 518, as introduced, was an expansive bill relating to prevailing wage and public works

contracts. Local governments already have the authority to provide prevailing wage, which Fairfax County has

adopted, but this bill went further, changing the definition of prevailing wage (making it hard to predict),

expanding administrative requirements for both contractors and contracting agencies, and adding

apprenticeship requirements. A coalition of stakeholders raised concerns about how this could increase

timelines and costs for public works contracts, and the scope of the bills was narrowed, preserving local

authority. The Governor further amended the bill, exempting the Virginia Housing Development Authority

and the Department of Housing and Community Development due to concerns about housing affordability. As

enacted, Fairfax County may implement some of these state changes into the local ordinance but is not

required to do so.


	 
	Similarly, HB 1046/SB 324 was introduced as an expansive bill making previously non-mandatory practices

mandatory but was narrowed as it went through the process. As enacted, these bills amend the Virginia Public

Procurement Act (VPPA) to require contractor requirements to include safety requirements and contractor

disclosure of various federal wage and labor laws and notice to public bodies. Fairfax County already collects

much of this information and provides many of these protections as they are currently in the non-mandatory

provisions of the VPPA.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB

547/SB

731


	HB

547/SB

731


	HB

547/SB

731


	HB

547/SB

731



	Private companies

providing public

transportation services;

employee protections.


	Private companies

providing public

transportation services;

employee protections.



	Dan I. Helmer/

 Saddam Azlan

Salim

 
	Dan I. Helmer/

 Saddam Azlan

Salim

 
	Dan I. Helmer/

 Saddam Azlan

Salim

 


	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1058 & CHAP1026)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1058 & CHAP1026)




	HB 569/

SB 518


	HB 569/

SB 518


	HB 569/

SB 518



	Prevailing wage rate for

public works contracts;

localities.


	Prevailing wage rate for

public works contracts;

localities.



	Michael B.

Feggans/ Aaron R.

Rouse


	Michael B.

Feggans/ Aaron R.

Rouse



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1060 & CHAP1014)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1060 & CHAP1014)




	HB 715 
	HB 715 
	HB 715 

	Labor and employment;

collective bargaining by

certain constitutional

officers.


	Labor and employment;

collective bargaining by

certain constitutional

officers.



	Patrick A. Hope 
	Patrick A. Hope 

	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Incorporated by Labor and

Commerce (HB1263-Tran)


	Incorporated by Labor and

Commerce (HB1263-Tran)




	HB 850 
	HB 850 
	HB 850 

	Virginia Public

Procurement Act;

additional public works

contract requirements.


	Virginia Public

Procurement Act;

additional public works

contract requirements.



	Paul E. Krizek 
	Paul E. Krizek 

	Oppose

unless

amended


	Oppose

unless

amended



	Incorporated by Appropriations

(HB1046-Carr)
	Incorporated by Appropriations

(HB1046-Carr)


	HB 1046/

SB 324


	HB 1046/

SB 324


	HB 1046/

SB 324



	Virginia Public

Procurement Act;

additional public works

contract requirements;

report.


	Virginia Public

Procurement Act;

additional public works

contract requirements;

report.



	Betsy B. Carr/

Jeremy S. McPike


	Betsy B. Carr/

Jeremy S. McPike



	Monitor


	Monitor


	Oppose

unless

amended



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP088 & CHAP1002)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP088 & CHAP1002)




	HB 1263/

SB 378


	HB 1263/

SB 378


	HB 1263/

SB 378



	Public employees; repeals

existing prohibition on

collective bargaining, etc.


	Public employees; repeals

existing prohibition on

collective bargaining, etc.



	Kathy K.L. Tran/

Scott A. Surovell


	Kathy K.L. Tran/

Scott A. Surovell



	Monitor


	Monitor


	Oppose



	Vetoed by Governor


	Vetoed by Governor




	SB 637 
	SB 637 
	SB 637 

	Virginia Human Rights Act;

procedures for a charge of

unlawful discrimination.


	Virginia Human Rights Act;

procedures for a charge of

unlawful discrimination.



	Adam P. Ebbin 
	Adam P. Ebbin 

	Support


	Support


	Oppose



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0950)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0950)






	FOIA, Data Sharing, and Privacy


	The growth in technology and advancements in AI have driven a nationwide conversation about data, data

sharing, data privacy, and data transparency, particularly in matters of government. This includes FOIA and the

requirement for governments to provide transparency to those they serve. While there were robust

discussions about how to balance transparency and operational efficiency, most of the legislative efforts failed,

including HB 463, which the County supported. This bill sought to reform FOIA requirements specific to

public meetings, quorum definitions, and electronic communication, including the “rule of three” (this refers to

the requirements that if three or more members of an elected body are present and discuss business,

including via email or other electronic communications, it must be declared a public meeting). While the GA

acknowledged the issues that brought this proposed change forward, it decided to send the bill to the FOIA

Council for more study before making sweeping changes.


	Additionally, legislators advanced HB 1161, which amended the Government Data Collection and

Dissemination Practices Act to establish limitations and expectations around the sharing of personal

information by state and local agencies, particularly in relation to localities sharing personal data with federal

entities. As introduced, the bill raised significant concerns for Fairfax County that limiting data dissemination

only to instances “required by law” would undermine the ability to coordinate services across departments,

partner with external organizations (i.e., George Mason University), and effectively administer programs that

rely on shared data to improve outcomes and efficiency for citizens. Through engagement with the patron and

legislative process, these concerns were addressed in the final legislation. The enacted version preserves the

ability of agencies to share information for a “proper purpose,” including activities such as program

administration, service delivery, fraud prevention, and data analytics, while still strengthening privacy

protections and clarifying permissible uses.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 463 
	HB 463 
	HB 463 
	HB 463 

	Virginia Freedom of Information Act;

definitions, meetings, quorum and

electronic communication.


	Virginia Freedom of Information Act;

definitions, meetings, quorum and

electronic communication.



	Laura

Jane

Cohen


	Laura

Jane

Cohen



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session

in General Laws (Voice

Vote)


	Continued to next session

in General Laws (Voice

Vote)




	HB 1161 
	HB 1161 
	HB 1161 

	Government, Data Collection &

Dissemination Practices Act;

dissemination of personal data to the

federal government.


	Government, Data Collection &

Dissemination Practices Act;

dissemination of personal data to the

federal government.



	Kathy

K.L. Tran


	Kathy

K.L. Tran



	Amend 
	Amend 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0748)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0748)




	Government Administration


	To promote efficient, transparent, and accountable government, SB 530, as enacted, will require that state and

local governments file Statement of Economic Interest (SOEI) forms electronically, as elected officials currently

do. Fairfax County and other local governments supported the streamlined process for electronic submission,

but raised concerns that this would mean that their staff’s personal information would now be searchable as

part of the current electronic database (as opposed to local staff forms, which are kept at the local level and

are subject to FOIA for five years). The GA debated this point and decided to pass the bill as it was intended

to provide transparency.


	Similarly, SB 50 sought to expand the definition of lobbying to include influencing or attempting to influence

local government action. Localities worked with GA members to ensure that it was clear that it only pertained

to local elected officials, to allow for local governments to continue to work efficiently with community

partners. Additional implementation concerns were raised around the Conflict of Interests Act (COIA) gift

cap and how this may apply, and the bill was ultimately tabled.


	The goal of SB 228 was accountability, as it sought to limit local governments’ ability to claim sovereign

immunity. It stated that if a locality or political subdivision opts to provide liability insurance to cover damage

and other expenses in certain civil actions, that would act as a waiver of sovereign immunity. While the bill did

limit the amount that could be granted in a civil action, that provision does not address the practical issue that

such insurance would become exponentially more expensive for a local government to purchase under this

new law, driving up the cost for both the insurance and potential court-ordered damages. The legislation

generated overwhelming opposition from local governments across the Commonwealth, including Fairfax

County, due to concerns regarding substantial fiscal impacts, increased litigation exposure, and the erosion of

long-standing legal protections relied upon by local governments and public safety personnel. Fairfax County

estimated the proposal could increase annual County costs by more than $6.2 million through increased

liability claims, insurance premiums, and operational impacts. Localities also raised concerns that the proposal

could divert funding away from essential public services and create long-term recruitment and retention

challenges for public safety employees. When these issues were brought up by local governments as well as

other political subdivisions, the GA continued the bill.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	SB 50 
	SB 50 
	SB 50 
	SB 50 

	Lobbying; expands definition to

include influencing/attempting

to influence local government

action.


	Lobbying; expands definition to

include influencing/attempting

to influence local government

action.



	Aaron R.

Rouse


	Aaron R.

Rouse



	Amend 
	Amend 
	 

	Tabled in Appropriations (22-Y

0-N)


	Tabled in Appropriations (22-Y

0-N)




	SB 228 
	SB 228 
	SB 228 

	Localities; liability insurance,

certain waiver of sovereign

immunity.


	Localities; liability insurance,

certain waiver of sovereign

immunity.



	Scott A.

Surovell


	Scott A.

Surovell



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations


	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations




	SB 530 
	SB 530 
	SB 530 

	State and Local Government

Conflict of Interests Act;

electronic disclosure by local

government officers and

employees.


	State and Local Government

Conflict of Interests Act;

electronic disclosure by local

government officers and

employees.



	Kannan

Srinivasan


	Kannan

Srinivasan



	Amend 
	Amend 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0504)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0504)






	Elections
	During the 2026 GA session, legislators advanced measures to strengthen the accessibility, integrity, and

administration of elections across the Commonwealth, reflecting a continued commitment to fair, secure, and

equitable elections consistent with Fairfax County’s historical support for expanding access while maintaining

public confidence.


	A central focus of the session was passing a constitutional amendment to enshrine the fundamental right to

vote and modernize voter qualification standards. The amendment, which will be submitted to voters for

ratification, establishes an explicit right to vote, provides for automatic restoration of voting rights for

individuals with felony convictions upon release from incarceration, and clarifies that only individuals who lack

the capacity to understand the act of voting may be disqualified, representing a significant shift to elevate

voting rights protections at the constitutional level.


	The GA also expanded access to voting opportunities by increasing in-person absentee voting availability,

including additional weekend hours, and extending the deadline for receipt of mailed ballots to the third day

after an election, while reinforcing processes for voters to correct technical errors. Additionally, legislation

strengthened voter registration integrity by establishing a 90-day “quiet period” for systematic list maintenance

and clarifying that disqualification due to incapacity requires a specific judicial finding.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 28 
	HB 28 
	HB 28 
	HB 28 

	Voter registration; regular periodic

review of registration records.


	Voter registration; regular periodic

review of registration records.



	Rozia A. Henson,

Jr.


	Rozia A. Henson,

Jr.



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session

in Privileges and Elections

(15-Y 0-N)


	Continued to next session

in Privileges and Elections

(15-Y 0-N)




	HB

82/SB

58


	HB

82/SB

58


	HB

82/SB

58



	Elections; deadline for receipt of

absentee ballots and certain other

information, etc.


	Elections; deadline for receipt of

absentee ballots and certain other

information, etc.



	Adele Y.

McClure/Barbara

A. Favola

 
	Adele Y.

McClure/Barbara

A. Favola

 
	Adele Y.

McClure/Barbara

A. Favola

 


	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0061 &

CHAP0062)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0061 &

CHAP0062)




	HB 963

/SB6


	HB 963

/SB6


	HB 963

/SB6



	Constitutional amendment;

qualifications of voters, right to

vote, persons not entitled to vote.


	Constitutional amendment;

qualifications of voters, right to

vote, persons not entitled to vote.



	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price/ Mamie E.

Locke

 
	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price/ Mamie E.

Locke

 
	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price/ Mamie E.

Locke

 


	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0004 &

CHAP0005)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0004 &

CHAP0005)




	HB

1014/SB

34


	HB

1014/SB

34


	HB

1014/SB

34



	Incapacitated persons; finding of

lack of capacity to understand act

of voting.


	Incapacitated persons; finding of

lack of capacity to understand act

of voting.



	Kathy K.L.

Tran/Barbara A.

Favola

 
	Kathy K.L.

Tran/Barbara A.

Favola

 
	Kathy K.L.

Tran/Barbara A.

Favola

 


	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0442 &

CHAP0443)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0442 &

CHAP0443)




	HJ 2/SJ2 
	HJ 2/SJ2 
	HJ 2/SJ2 
	 
	 

	Constitutional amendment (second

reference); qualifications of voters

and the right to vote; persons not

entitled to vote.


	Constitutional amendment (second

reference); qualifications of voters

and the right to vote; persons not

entitled to vote.



	Elizabeth B.

Bennett-Parker

/Mamie E. Locke


	Elizabeth B.

Bennett-Parker

/Mamie E. Locke



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0974 &

CHAP0978)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0974 &

CHAP0978)




	SB 52 
	SB 52 
	SB 52 

	Voter registration; regular periodic

review of registration records.


	Voter registration; regular periodic

review of registration records.



	Aaron R. Rouse 
	Aaron R. Rouse 

	Support 
	Support 

	Left in Appropriations


	Left in Appropriations




	SB 438 
	SB 438 
	SB 438 

	Absentee voting in person;

available on the second and third

Sunday before all elections.


	Absentee voting in person;

available on the second and third

Sunday before all elections.



	Lamont Bagby 
	Lamont Bagby 

	Amend 
	Amend 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0945)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0945)




	HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
	12


	12


	12 Reference the Health and Human Services position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 14-15)
	12 Reference the Health and Human Services position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 14-15)



	Behavioral Health


	The 2026 GA continued to build on efforts from previous years to provide support for individuals with

developmental disabilities (DD) and their families by expanding Medicaid waivers and increasing access to

behavioral health services. Legislation passed by the 2024 GA directed the Department of Medical Assistance

Services (DMAS) to disregard certain SSDI income above the maximum Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

when determining financial eligibility for DD waivers. This change allows some individuals receiving DD waiver

services to begin or increase employment and earnings without fear of losing Medicaid eligibility and access to

critical waiver support. The 2024 legislation was set to expire on July 1, 2026, and the 2026 GA enacted

legislation (HB 37) to make the change permanent. Other legislation considered but not passed would have

modified the program rules for consumer-directed services available through certain Medicaid waivers to

allow an individual receiving services to serve as the employer of record for their own service delivery (HB

470/SB 114).


	A variety of legislation was also enacted in 2024 in response to a 2023 JLARC report that identified issues with

the state psychiatric hospital system, including the ongoing bed crisis, and made several legislative

recommendations. One bill enacted in response authorized a pilot program in the Hampton Roads region to

allow a hospital with a psychiatric emergency department to employ certified evaluators to perform the

prescreening evaluations that determine whether a person meets the criteria for a temporary detention order

(TDO). Legislation enacted by the 2026 GA (HB 1292/SB 735) would extend the pilot by one year, from July

1, 2026, to July 1, 2027, to allow the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS)

to gather additional data and information. While the legislation is tied to a specific region, there are some

concerns about the precedent set by allowing employees of a private hospital to perform a role historically

performed by community services boards (CSBs).


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 37 
	HB 37 
	HB 37 
	HB 37 

	Developmental disability

waivers; financial eligibility

standards, sunset repeal.


	Developmental disability

waivers; financial eligibility

standards, sunset repeal.



	Irene Shin 
	Irene Shin 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0055)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0055)




	HB

1292/

SB 735


	HB

1292/

SB 735


	HB

1292/

SB 735



	Temporary detention;

certified evaluators,

sunset extended.


	Temporary detention;

certified evaluators,

sunset extended.



	Marcia S. "Cia" Price/

J.D. "Danny" Diggs


	Marcia S. "Cia" Price/

J.D. "Danny" Diggs



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0283 & CHAP0284)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0283 & CHAP0284)






	Child Welfare


	The Safe Kids, Strong Families initiative launched in May 2024 to advance child welfare reform in Virginia. One

component included a study by McKinsey and Company of the child welfare system to address concerns

related to gaps in child safety, workforce issues, and accountability. The study analyzed other states with state�supervised, locally administered systems and considered input from various stakeholders, including the Virginia

Department of Social Services (VDSS), local departments of social services (LDSS), community partners, and

individuals with lived experience.


	In addition, in fall 2025, as part of his annual report, the Virginia Children’s Ombudsman made several

legislative recommendations for changes to the child welfare system due to concerns regarding child fatalities.

Recommendations included additional workforce support, centralizing intake of child protective services (CPS)

complaints, extending the current 24-hour response for all CPS referrals involving children under 2 years to all

referrals involving children 3 years and under, and additional state oversight and intervention in local CPS

systems. Following this report, in December 2025, McKinsey released a summary of their study on the foster

care system and recommended similar solutions. Given this, legislation was introduced in the 2026 GA to

implement these recommendations.


	The final legislation (HB 1490 and SB 640) sets out a plan to centralize the intake of CPS complaints, beginning

July 1, 2028, and concluding July 1, 2030, and directs VDSS to contract with a third-party vendor for a

comprehensive study of the CPS complaint screening process to identify best practices and make

recommendations for the most effective and efficient system for intake. A subsequent work group will

evaluate the study and recommendations of the third party, consider the costs of the recommendations, and

options for implementation. Additional legislation (HB 1366 and SB 640) grants the Commissioner of Social

Services authority to issue corrective action plans for LDSS and to assume control of LDSS in instances where

an LDSS fails to comply with the corrective action plan. The County worked with advocates to amend the bills

to delay the centralization of CPS intake to ensure that it is the correct solution to the problems identified in

the study and implement solutions deliberately. While the bill has been signed, implementation depends on the

appropriation of funds. Fairfax County will continue to monitor the budget negotiations.


	The GA also enacted additional legislation on child welfare, including bills related to recording all child welfare

interviews (HB 1222); expanding the authority of the Children’s Ombudsman (SB 126), and policies related to

kinship care. The GA also considered other ideas that were unsuccessful, including requiring new luggage to

be provided to children in foster care (HB 76), updating the Indian Child Welfare Act (HB 775), and increasing

support for children’s basic needs in foster care.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 76 
	HB 76 
	HB 76 
	HB 76 

	Foster care; DSS to

establish/maintain supply of

new luggage to transport

child's belongings.


	Foster care; DSS to

establish/maintain supply of

new luggage to transport

child's belongings.



	Karen

Keys�Gamarra


	Karen

Keys�Gamarra



	Support 
	Support 

	Left in Committee Appropriations


	Left in Committee Appropriations




	HB 1222 
	HB 1222 
	HB 1222 

	Social services, local

departments of; child

abuse and neglect,

recorded interviews.


	Social services, local

departments of; child

abuse and neglect,

recorded interviews.



	Karrie K.

Delaney


	Karrie K.

Delaney



	Amend 
	Amend 

	Vetoed by the Governor


	Vetoed by the Governor




	HB 1366 
	HB 1366 
	HB 1366 

	Local boards &

departments; DSS to

create corrective action

plans & assumption of

temporary control.


	Local boards &

departments; DSS to

create corrective action

plans & assumption of

temporary control.



	Katrina

Callsen


	Katrina

Callsen



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0835)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0835)


	HB 1490 
	HB 1490 
	HB 1490 

	Child abuse or neglect;

establishes centralized

hotline for reports or

complaints, report.


	Child abuse or neglect;

establishes centralized

hotline for reports or

complaints, report.



	Kathy K.L.

Tran


	Kathy K.L.

Tran



	Monitor


	Monitor


	Amend



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0865)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0865)




	SB 640 
	SB 640 
	SB 640 

	Child abuse or neglect;

centralized hotline for

reports or complaints, etc.


	Child abuse or neglect;

centralized hotline for

reports or complaints, etc.



	Todd E.

Pillion


	Todd E.

Pillion



	Monitor 
	Monitor 
	 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0900)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0900)






	Juvenile Detention Centers


	Building on various work groups over the years, the 2024-2026 biennium budget directed a study to evaluate

potential cost savings strategies for juvenile detention centers (JDCs) and alternative delivery of educational

services within the JDCs. The study report determined that the closure of six JDCs was possible if significant

barriers were addressed first, including increased transportation times; diverting law enforcement personnel

from their primary public safety responsibilities; potential service disruptions for youth and greater distance

from their families and other resources; challenges in repurposing existing facilities to accommodate additional

youth; and staffing capacity. Following that report, Senator Marsden introduced legislation during the 2025 GA

session, which was ultimately unsuccessful.


	During the 2025 interim, Senator Marsden met with various stakeholders and toured JDCs in northern

Virginia, central Virginia, and Hampton Roads. Despite widespread opposition to the consolidation of JDCs

from a variety of stakeholders, including Fairfax County and many other local governments, the Virginia

Sheriffs’ Association, the Virginia Association of Counties, and the Virginia Municipal League, new legislation

(SB 468) was introduced during the 2026 GA session. The legislation would have required the Virginia

Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) to include a plan for JDCs in its biennial statewide plan, including

designating the total number of facilities to be in operation, the location of each facility, the localities each

facility would serve, and the number of beds required for each facility. The bill also would have originally

allowed DJJ to reduce or eliminate state funds to any localities that did not participate in the plan for JDCs.

After receiving input from advocates, the bill was amended to clarify that the plan would inform state funding

decisions and to require stakeholder participation in developing the plan. Ultimately, the bill was not successful

due to concerns from stakeholders.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	SB 468 
	SB 468 
	SB 468 
	SB 468 

	Juvenile secure detention

facilities; placement of

juveniles referred from

another locality.


	Juvenile secure detention

facilities; placement of

juveniles referred from

another locality.



	David W.

Marsden


	David W.

Marsden



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)


	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (15-Y 0-N)






	People with Disabilities and Older Adults


	While financial scams are not new, the rapidity of new scams has increased with the growth of AI, specifically

targeting vulnerable populations, including older adults and people with disabilities. HB 190, as enacted,

requires the Office of the Attorney General to set up a workgroup to review the Electronic Funds Transfers

Act and develop recommendations to aid in preventing and mitigating fraudulent activity in electronic fund
	transfers. The GA also continued to consider legislative proposals related to quality of care in nursing homes

and assisted living facilities, as well as the healthcare workforce.



	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 190 
	HB 190 
	HB 190 
	HB 190 

	Electronic fund transfers;

Office of AG shall convene

work group to review

fraudulent activity, etc.


	Electronic fund transfers;

Office of AG shall convene

work group to review

fraudulent activity, etc.



	Kelly K.

Convirs�Fowler


	Kelly K.

Convirs�Fowler



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0576)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0576)






	Public Health


	The 2026 GA focused on several aspects of public health, ranging from maternal and reproductive health to

environmental health. One major health theme during the 2026 GA was addressing sickle cell disease,

following the tragic death of Secretary of the Commonwealth Candi Mundon King’s daughter from the disease

in the fall of 2025, with several bills to increase awareness and services enacted. Another set of initiatives built

on the “Momnibus” package enacted in 2025. The 2026 GA passed several additional measures related to

maternal health, including bills to expand Medicaid reimbursements and increase access to care as well as

ensure better data tracking and assess a future statewide maternal health safety initiative. Intertwined with

these maternal health initiatives were bills on reproductive health, recognizing the importance of preserving

access to contraception and various family planning options. This topic has been of particular interest to the

GA since the historic reversal of Roe v. Wade in the 2022 Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization

Supreme Court decision. The 2026 GA successfully passed several bills, including legislation to establish a right

to obtain contraceptives and engage in contraception, and create a cause of action against anyone who

infringes on that right (HB 6/SB 596); and constitutional amendments that will appear on the November

election ballot, seeking to enshrine the right to reproductive freedom in the Virginia Constitution (HJ 1/SJ 1).


	Legislation was also enacted to address a range of environmental health concerns, including bills to regulate

water quality in swimming pools (HB 222), new requirements for restaurants around food allergies and celiac

disease, and expanding the state inspection requirements exemption for food preparations in private homes.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 6/SB

596


	HB 6/SB

596


	HB 6/SB

596


	HB 6/SB

596



	Contraception; definitions,

establishes right to obtain,

applicability, enforcement.


	Contraception; definitions,

establishes right to obtain,

applicability, enforcement.



	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price/

 Jennifer D. Carroll

Foy

 
	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price/

 Jennifer D. Carroll

Foy

 
	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price/

 Jennifer D. Carroll

Foy

 


	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0524 & CHAP0525)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0524 & CHAP0525)




	HB 222 
	HB 222 
	HB 222 

	Public pools; regulations. 
	Public pools; regulations. 

	Patrick A. Hope 
	Patrick A. Hope 

	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0053)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0053)






	School Health


	Legislation enacted during the 2025 GA session directed the School Health Services Committee to conduct a

comprehensive review of a legislative proposal relating to student diabetes medical management plans, to

improve outcomes for children with diabetes. The Committee met several times during the 2025 interim to

hear from various stakeholders, including Fairfax County Government and Fairfax County Public Schools, and
	reached a consensus around legislation to move forward. This legislation (HB 624) was generally permissive

and reflected a balance between ensuring appropriate care while also recognizing the operational needs of

school systems. Alternative legislation (HB 1301/SB 122) was also introduced, which was originally more

prescriptive. After being amended several times throughout the legislative process, HB 1301/SB 122, as

enacted, again reflects a consensus among stakeholders. The bills require public school divisions to create

division-wide plans for the care of students who are diagnosed with diabetes, effective beginning in the 2028-

2029 school year.



	Another area of interest that carried over from the 2025 session was legislation related to school meals and

school meal debt, which also tied into the GA’s efforts to address affordability. Ultimately, due to the fiscal

implications, several of these measures were continued to the 2027 session. These unsuccessful bills would

have required each public elementary and secondary school to make school breakfast available to any student

who requests it at no cost (HB 96 and SB 4); and required school boards, at the end of each school year, to

pay all unpaid school meal balances resulting from uncollectable school meal debts on student accounts (SB

42). The one enacted bill on this topic requires school boards to report annually to the Virginia Department

of Education (VDOE) on the amount of school meal debt in the local school division so VDOE can aggregate

and report to the GA (HB 210).


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 624 
	HB 624 
	HB 624 
	HB 624 

	School boards; student

diabetes care and

management in schools,

division-wide plan required.


	School boards; student

diabetes care and

management in schools,

division-wide plan required.



	Mike A. Cherry 
	Mike A. Cherry 

	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Incorporated by Education

(HB1301-Thomas) (Voice

Vote)


	Incorporated by Education

(HB1301-Thomas) (Voice

Vote)




	HB 1301/

SB 122


	HB 1301/

SB 122


	HB 1301/

SB 122



	School boards; student

diabetes care &

management in schools,

division-wide plan required.


	School boards; student

diabetes care &

management in schools,

division-wide plan required.



	Joshua E.

Thomas/

Jeremy S.

McPike


	Joshua E.

Thomas/

Jeremy S.

McPike



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0287 &

CHAP0288)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0287 &

CHAP0288)




	SB 42 
	SB 42 
	SB 42 

	School boards; payment of

school meal debt.


	School boards; payment of

school meal debt.



	Danica A.

Roem


	Danica A.

Roem



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Continued to next session in

Rules (Voice Vote)


	Continued to next session in

Rules (Voice Vote)






	HOUSING 
	13


	13


	13 Reference the Housing position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 15)
	13 Reference the Housing position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 15)



	Local Authority in Zoning and Development


	As already mentioned in this report, section “Housing Affordability” (pg. 7-9), housing affordability and ways to

increase housing supply were key focuses for the GA, addressing zoning, process, timelines, and a variety of

other factors. Successful legislative efforts considered (a) local options around water and sewer connection fee

relief for first time homebuyers (HB 1144) and requiring electric vehicle charging equipment in subdivision

ordinances (HB 833); (b) conducting a comprehensive statewide needs assessment (HB 910); (c) including

environmental justice and social determinants of health in comprehensive plans (HB 256/SB 425 and HB 257);

and, (d) allowing school boards the option to lease surplus property for workforce housing (HB 1130). For

more information on specific bills, please see Appendix A.


	Supporting Vulnerable Populations


	In addition to bills seeking to address housing affordability in general, there were bills addressing housing for

vulnerable populations, including manufactured housing, affordable housing as defined federally, and tenants'

rights. Legislation that passed includes bills that (a) allow a locality to pass an ordinance to allow for expedited

administrative reviews for affordable housing developments (HB 594), (b) require localities to permit

manufactured homes in an expanded range of zones (HB 655/SB 346), (c) expand local governments right of

first refusal for manufactured housing parks (HB 375), and (d) establish an Eviction Reduction Program (HB

527/SB 628). For more information on specific housing bills, please see Appendix A.


	LAND USE  
	14


	14


	14

Reference the Land Use position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 16)
	14

Reference the Land Use position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 16)



	In addition to bills specifically dealing with land use as it applies to housing, there were legislative efforts

regarding land use authority. Many debates on the interplay between local land use authority and the need for

more solar and other forms of clean energy have been had over the years. This year, the GA passed several

bills related to the matter, including requiring local governments to consider ground-mounted solar facilities,

also known as the “Ban on the Ban” bill (HB 711/SB 347). Similarly, other measures prevent localities from

prohibiting the use of small portable solar generation devices on residential structures (HB 395/SB 250) as

well as allow solar battery storage co-located with a solar facility by-right (HB 891/SB 443).


	Gaming


	Given the rapid expansion of gaming nationwide, the Joint Subcommittee to Study the Feasibility of Establishing

the Virginia Gaming Commission was established in 2024 and was tasked with coming up with a set of

recommendations on how the state should approach regulating gaming, including setting up an independent

regulatory body. Based on the report produced by the Joint Subcommittee, a pair of bills were introduced –

HB 271 and SB 195. SB 609 was also introduced and differed in many ways; the main one being that the

Virginia Lottery would take over regulations rather than a new agency. SB 609 became the Senate vehicle, and

there was vigorous debate throughout the session. Unfortunately, the Senate and House were unable to find a

compromise, and the bills failed to come out of conference.


	Other legislative efforts related to legalizing skill games, including internet casinos, and regulating and taxing

fantasy contests, were considered and had a range of outcomes. The topic of a casino in Fairfax County was

also brought back this year (SB 756), with the proposal containing provisions mandating a local referendum,

location specifications, and a requirement that it be part of a larger entertainment district. While the

introduced bill was the same as what was considered in 2025, this bill underwent several rewrites in the

Senate and House. Fairfax County voiced its concerns on several provisions, such as the removal of local

authority around land use and the allocation of revenue, noting its ongoing opposition to the bill in all its

considered forms. The Senate and House continued to work out their preferred version until the last

moments of session, with the bill ultimately passing in its introduced form. The Governor vetoed this bill along

with the skill games bill, noting that her position was that no new gaming should be legalized before an

independent regulatory body was established.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 271 
	HB 271 
	HB 271 
	HB 271 

	Virginia Gaming

Commission established;

penalties.


	Virginia Gaming

Commission established;

penalties.



	Paul E.

Krizek


	Paul E.

Krizek



	Support 
	Support 

	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (10-Y 4-N)


	Continued to next session in Finance

and Appropriations (10-Y 4-N)




	SB 195 
	SB 195 
	SB 195 

	Virginia Gaming

Commission established;

penalties.


	Virginia Gaming

Commission established;

penalties.



	Lashrecse

D. Aird


	Lashrecse

D. Aird



	Support 
	Support 

	Incorporated by Finance and

Appropriations (SB609-Lucas)


	Incorporated by Finance and

Appropriations (SB609-Lucas)




	SB 609 
	SB 609 
	SB 609 

	Virginia Lottery and

Gaming Authority

established.


	Virginia Lottery and

Gaming Authority

established.



	L. Louise

Lucas


	L. Louise

Lucas



	Support


	Support


	Monitor



	Failed to Pass from conference


	Failed to Pass from conference




	SB 756 
	SB 756 
	SB 756 

	Casino gaming; eligible

host localities.


	Casino gaming; eligible

host localities.



	Scott A.

Surovell


	Scott A.

Surovell



	Oppose 
	Oppose 

	Vetoed by Governor


	Vetoed by Governor






	PUBLIC SAFETY 
	15


	15


	15

Reference the Public Safety position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 16-17)
	15

Reference the Public Safety position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 16-17)



	Safe Communities: Civil Rights and Law Enforcement Accountability


	During the 2026 GA session, legislators advanced a coordinated set of proposals aimed at strengthening civil

rights protections, transparency, and accountability in law enforcement activities across the Commonwealth.

These efforts were shaped by broader national and state-level discussions regarding immigration enforcement

practices and the role of local law enforcement in federal immigration activities. From a Fairfax County

perspective, the outcome of the session reflects both progress and continued complexity. The legislation

underscores an ongoing shift in the state-local dynamic, where the Commonwealth is increasingly defining the

parameters of law enforcement activity in areas traditionally managed by the locality.


	Key legislation focused on establishing guardrails around cooperation with federal immigration enforcement

and increasing transparency in law enforcement interactions. HB 1441/SB 783 requires law enforcement

agencies with existing federal immigration enforcement agreements to update those agreements to comply

with new state-imposed conditions, reflecting a legislative intent to reshape how such partnerships operate

within Virginia. Similarly, HB 650/SB 351 sought to limit civil immigration enforcement activities in sensitive

locations such as courthouses, schools, and polling places, to reduce barriers to access for individuals engaging

with public institutions. These measures were the subject of significant debate, particularly around

constitutional authority and fiscal impact, and ultimately required extensive negotiation through the

conference process. The bills were ultimately vetoed by the Governor, who cited concerns with creating legal

liability for security personnel and local law enforcement officers.


	In addition to immigration-related policies, the GA also addressed officer transparency through HB 1482/SB

352, which establish requirements governing the use of facial coverings and officer identification during law

enforcement activities. Fairfax County worked with the bill patrons to ensure that the final language accounted

for necessary law enforcement exceptions. Across these efforts, the GA signaled a broader commitment to

advancing civil rights protections and accountability measures, while also demonstrating a willingness to modify

proposals in response to implementation concerns raised by local governments.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 273 
	HB 273 
	HB 273 
	HB 273 

	Law-enforcement

officers; duty to render

aid upon danger to life

or limb, civil immunity.


	Law-enforcement

officers; duty to render

aid upon danger to life

or limb, civil immunity.



	Dan I. Helmer 
	Dan I. Helmer 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0583)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0583)




	HB 650/

SB 351


	HB 650/

SB 351


	HB 650/

SB 351



	Courthouses; certain

civil arrests prohibited,

penalty.


	Courthouses; certain

civil arrests prohibited,

penalty.



	Katrina

Callsen/Saddam

Azlan Salim


	Katrina

Callsen/Saddam

Azlan Salim



	Support


	Support


	Monitor



	Vetoed by Governor


	Vetoed by Governor




	HB

1441/SB

783


	HB

1441/SB

783


	HB

1441/SB

783



	Law-enforcement

agencies; agreements

with federal authority

for immigration

enforcement.


	Law-enforcement

agencies; agreements

with federal authority

for immigration

enforcement.



	Alfonso H.

Lopez/Saddam

Azlan Salim

 
	Alfonso H.

Lopez/Saddam

Azlan Salim

 
	Alfonso H.

Lopez/Saddam

Azlan Salim

 


	Support


	Support


	Monitor



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1098 & CHAP1028)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1098 & CHAP1028)




	HB 1476 
	HB 1476 
	HB 1476 

	Law-enforcement civilian

oversight bodies;

disclosure of certain

law-enforcement

records.


	Law-enforcement civilian

oversight bodies;

disclosure of certain

law-enforcement

records.



	Charlie Schmidt 
	Charlie Schmidt 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0861)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0861)




	HB

1482/

SB352


	HB

1482/

SB352


	HB

1482/

SB352



	Law-enforcement

officers; restrictions on

wearing of facial

coverings, exceptions,

penalty.


	Law-enforcement

officers; restrictions on

wearing of facial

coverings, exceptions,

penalty.



	Charlie

Schmidt/Saddam

Azlan Salim


	Charlie

Schmidt/Saddam

Azlan Salim



	Support


	Support


	Monitor



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1131 & CHAP1132)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1131 & CHAP1132)






	Safe Communities: Firearms


	During the 2026 GA session, legislators advanced a comprehensive package of firearm safety measures aimed

at reducing gun violence, strengthening accountability, and closing gaps in existing law. Rather than focusing on

a single policy, the GA pursued a multi-tiered approach that addressed the full lifecycle of firearm ownership

from manufacturing and sales practices to safe storage, access restrictions, and public carry limitations.

Collectively, these efforts reflect a continued shift toward prevention-focused policy, with an emphasis on

reducing risk before incidents occur while bolstering existing laws.


	A significant portion of the legislation focused on limiting access to particularly dangerous weapons and

strengthening oversight of the firearm marketplace. This included prohibitions on the sale, transfer, and

manufacture of assault firearms and large-capacity ammunition feeding devices, as well as expanded restrictions

on un-serialized “ghost guns” and undetectable firearms. Additional measures established standards of

responsible conduct for firearm industry members, creating potential civil liability for practices that contribute

to public safety risks or unlawful distribution channels. Together, these policies signal a clear legislative intent

to address not only individual behavior but also systemic factors within the firearm industry.


	The GA also placed a strong emphasis on safe storage and responsible firearm ownership, particularly in

situations involving vulnerable populations. Multiple bills established or expanded requirements for securely

storing firearms in residences where minors or prohibited individuals are present, as well as in unattended

vehicles, recognizing the role unsecured firearms play in accidental shootings and illegal access.
	Complementary policies strengthened existing prohibitions for individuals subject to protective orders or

convicted of certain offenses, to ensure compliance and reduce risk during high-risk situations.



	Finally, several measures focused on regulating the presence and use of firearms in public spaces and enhancing

accountability for misuse. Legislation expanded restrictions on carrying assault-style firearms in public areas

within densely populated jurisdictions, reinforcing local efforts to reduce the risk of high-impact incidents in

community spaces.


	Overall, the 2026 session reflects a coordinated legislative strategy to strengthen Virginia’s firearm safety

framework through targeted, complementary policies. The GA’s actions demonstrate a clear emphasis on

prevention, accountability, and risk reduction, all of which align with Fairfax County’s longstanding historical

support for sensible gun safety measures.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	Position 
	Position 

	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 21/

SB 27


	HB 21/

SB 27


	HB 21/

SB 27


	HB 21/

SB 27



	Firearm industry members;

creates standards of

responsible conduct, civil

liability.


	Firearm industry members;

creates standards of

responsible conduct, civil

liability.



	Dan I.

Helmer/Jennifer D.

Carroll Foy


	Dan I.

Helmer/Jennifer D.

Carroll Foy



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0529 &

CHAP0530)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0529 &

CHAP0530)




	HB 40/

SB 323


	HB 40/

SB 323


	HB 40/

SB 323



	Plastic firearms or receivers,

etc.; transfer, etc.,

prohibited, penalties.


	Plastic firearms or receivers,

etc.; transfer, etc.,

prohibited, penalties.



	Marcus B.

Simon/Adam P. Ebbin


	Marcus B.

Simon/Adam P. Ebbin



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0531 &

CHAP0532)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0531 &

CHAP0532)




	HB 93/

SB 38


	HB 93/

SB 38


	HB 93/

SB 38



	Firearms; transfers to

another person from a

prohibited person.


	Firearms; transfers to

another person from a

prohibited person.



	Elizabeth B. Bennett�Parker/Barbara A.

Favola


	Elizabeth B. Bennett�Parker/Barbara A.

Favola



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0533 &

CHAP0534)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0533 &

CHAP0534)




	HB 110/

SB 496


	HB 110/

SB 496


	HB 110/

SB 496



	Handguns in unattended

motor vehicle; definitions,

penalty.


	Handguns in unattended

motor vehicle; definitions,

penalty.



	Amy J. Laufer/David

W. Marsden


	Amy J. Laufer/David

W. Marsden



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0560 &

CHAP0561)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP0560 &

CHAP0561)




	HB 217/

SB 749


	HB 217/

SB 749


	HB 217/

SB 749



	Assault firearms & certain

ammunition feeding devices;

purchase, sale, etc.,

prohibited, penalties.


	Assault firearms & certain

ammunition feeding devices;

purchase, sale, etc.,

prohibited, penalties.



	Dan I.

Helmer/Saddam

Azlan Salim

 
	Dan I.

Helmer/Saddam

Azlan Salim

 
	Dan I.

Helmer/Saddam

Azlan Salim

 


	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP1106 &

CHAP1107)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP1106 &

CHAP1107)




	HB 700 
	HB 700 
	HB 700 

	Firearms; waiting period for

purchase, penalties.


	Firearms; waiting period for

purchase, penalties.



	C.E. Cliff Hayes, Jr. 
	C.E. Cliff Hayes, Jr. 

	Support 
	Support 

	Left in Committee Public

Safety


	Left in Committee Public

Safety




	HB 871/

SB 348


	HB 871/

SB 348


	HB 871/

SB 348



	Firearms; storage in

residence where minor or

person prohibited from

possessing is present,

penalty.


	Firearms; storage in

residence where minor or

person prohibited from

possessing is present,

penalty.



	Mark C.

Downey/Jennifer B.

Boysko


	Mark C.

Downey/Jennifer B.

Boysko



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP1074 &

CHAP1006)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP1074 &

CHAP1006)




	SB 312 
	SB 312 
	SB 312 

	Assault firearms; carrying in

public areas prohibited,

penalty.


	Assault firearms; carrying in

public areas prohibited,

penalty.



	Adam P. Ebbin 
	Adam P. Ebbin 

	Support 
	Support 

	Incorporated by Courts of

Justice (SB727-Jones) (13-Y

0-N)
	Incorporated by Courts of

Justice (SB727-Jones) (13-Y

0-N)


	HB

1524/SB

727


	HB

1524/SB

727


	HB

1524/SB

727



	Assault firearms, loaded;

carrying in public areas

prohibited in the

Commonwealth, penalty.


	Assault firearms, loaded;

carrying in public areas

prohibited in the

Commonwealth, penalty.



	Garrett McGuire/

Michael J. Jones


	Garrett McGuire/

Michael J. Jones



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP1101 &

CHAP1025)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter

text (CHAP1101 &

CHAP1025)






	Safe Communities: School Safety


	School safety was also a topic of interest to the 2026 GA, with legislation (HB 592) (known as Alyssa’s Law, in

memory of Alyssa Alhadeff, who was killed in the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 2018)

introduced to allow any school board to provide school employees with a wearable panic alarm system. This

silent system would signal the local 911 public safety answering point, indicating there is a school security

emergency requiring an immediate response as well as send a schoolwide school security emergency

notification. While the legislation as introduced would have directed VDOE to establish a grant program to

help school divisions cover the cost, that provision was not included in the final enacted bill. Alyssa’s Law has

now been enacted in 12 states.


	Other safety-related legislation enacted includes bills to require school boards to provide information on safe

storage of firearms and prescription drugs, provide updated training requirements for school security, and

better address bullying and cyberbullying in schools. The GA also considered legislation requiring school

resource officers, which did not pass.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 592 
	HB 592 
	HB 592 
	HB 592 

	Public schools; wearable

panic alarm systems.


	Public schools; wearable

panic alarm systems.



	Shelly A.

Simonds


	Shelly A.

Simonds



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0045)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0045)






	Safe Communities: Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)


	During the 2026 GA session, legislators advanced legislation related to the use of unmanned aircraft systems

(UAS), or drones, by law enforcement. As localities continue to integrate UAS into emergency response,

search and rescue, and real-time situational awareness, the GA focused on updating statutory frameworks to

better align with current operational practices while maintaining appropriate legal safeguards.


	HB 1219/SB 647 updates Virginia law governing law enforcement use of drones by clarifying when a search

warrant is required and expanding exceptions for public safety purposes. The legislation authorizes

warrantless use of UAS in specific, time-sensitive situations, including emergency response, crime scene

documentation, search and rescue operations, and active incidents where real-time aerial support enhances

officer and public safety. The bill also reinforces the role of judicial oversight by maintaining warrant

requirements for investigative use outside of these defined circumstances. Notably, the bill passed

unanimously, signaling broad bipartisan agreement on the need to modernize law enforcement tools while

preserving appropriate guardrails. From a Fairfax County perspective, this legislation aligns with longstanding

priorities to support the use of innovative public safety technologies. The expanded clarity and flexibility

provided in the bill will enhance the County’s ability to deploy UAS effectively in critical situations, improving

response times, officer safety, and overall situational awareness. At the same time, the retention of clear legal

standards ensures continued public confidence in how these tools are used.
	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 1219/

SB 647


	HB 1219/

SB 647


	HB 1219/

SB 647


	HB 1219/

SB 647



	Unmanned aircraft

systems; use by law�enforcement officers,

search warrants.


	Unmanned aircraft

systems; use by law�enforcement officers,

search warrants.



	Briana D.

Sewell/Todd

E. Pillion


	Briana D.

Sewell/Todd

E. Pillion



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0270 & CHAP0271)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0270 & CHAP0271)






	Safe Communities: Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program (VASAP)


	During the 2026 GA session, legislation was enacted to formalize the funding and operational structure of

VASAP, including establishing a codified Commission and requiring localities to support programs through

annual appropriations or other funding mechanisms. The final legislation establishes a clearer statewide

expectation for local funding and program support, an area where practices have varied across jurisdictions.

While this action largely codifies the County’s existing best practices, local governments raised the ongoing

concern about the further shift of funding for public safety programs to localities.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 862/

SB 391


	HB 862/

SB 391


	HB 862/

SB 391


	HB 862/

SB 391



	Virginia Alcohol Safety

Action Program (VASAP),

Commission on; structure

and responsibilities.


	Virginia Alcohol Safety

Action Program (VASAP),

Commission on; structure

and responsibilities.



	Rae

Cousins/

Richard H.

Stuart


	Rae

Cousins/

Richard H.

Stuart



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0686 & CHAP0687)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0686 & CHAP0687)






	TRANSPORTATION  
	16


	16


	16 Reference the Transportation position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 17)
	16 Reference the Transportation position statement as reflected in the 2026 Legislative Program (pg. 17)



	Transportation Safety and Coordination


	Transportation legislation covered a wide array of issues and unique situations across the Commonwealth,

from photo speed enforcement to bicycle and pedestrian safety. There were also bills related to towing and

transportation network regulations. Closer to home, HB 330 authorizes WMATA to advertise within 660 feet

of interstate highways. While aimed specifically at the WMATA parking garages on I-66 at Dunn Loring and

Vienna, the bill requires both the federal government and Fairfax County to approve the placement of the

advertisements. HB 649 would have stopped localities from hiring contractors and engaging volunteers in

removing temporary signs from VDOT rights-of-way, potentially interfering with Fairfax County’s existing sign

removal program authorized under another provision of law. However, the patron agreed to amend the bill to

exclude Fairfax County and other localities outside of Planning District 23.


	 
	Traffic safety concerns continue to be of significant interest to the GA. A handful of bills were introduced

aimed at addressing bicyclist and pedestrian behavior and safety but were not successful. Enacted bills that the

County supported include HB 343, which expands local authority to require helmets for minors under 14

riding or being carried on scooters and skateboards, whether motorized or nonmotorized, and HB 409, which

clarifies that when a driver is passing a school bus on the other side of a divided roadway, the driver is not

obligated to stop for the bus. The GA also passed bills regarding bicycle and electric bicycle use, as well as

authorizing public transit agencies to operate bus obstruction monitoring systems. A bill that did not advance

was HB 1010, which would have permitted localities in PD 8 to implement school crossing zone enforcement

at large children’s sports complexes.


	 
	Lastly, a VDOT operations bill that was not enacted, HB 883, would have required the Secretary of

Transportation to review VDOT’s approval process for building, road development, and other construction

activities to find ways to reduce the number of steps for approval and to improve communication with the

public and localities.


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number


	Bill

Number



	Title 
	Title 

	Patron 
	Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 330 
	HB 330 
	HB 330 
	HB 330 

	Signs and advertisements

adjacent to certain highways;

signs affixed to real property

owned by WMATA.


	Signs and advertisements

adjacent to certain highways;

signs affixed to real property

owned by WMATA.



	Adele Y.

McClure


	Adele Y.

McClure



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0111)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0111)




	HB 343 
	HB 343 
	HB 343 

	Helmets; wearing whenever

riding/carried on skateboard or

scooter or nonmotorized

scooter.


	Helmets; wearing whenever

riding/carried on skateboard or

scooter or nonmotorized

scooter.



	Marty

Martinez


	Marty

Martinez



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0114)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0114)




	HB 409 
	HB 409 
	HB 409 

	Passing a stopped school bus;

divided highways, access roads,

and certain driveways.


	Passing a stopped school bus;

divided highways, access roads,

and certain driveways.



	David A. Reid 
	David A. Reid 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0132)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0132)




	HB 649 
	HB 649 
	HB 649 

	Removal of certain signs and

advertisements within limits of

highways.; agreements with

local government.


	Removal of certain signs and

advertisements within limits of

highways.; agreements with

local government.



	C.E. Cliff

Hayes, Jr.


	C.E. Cliff

Hayes, Jr.



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0410)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0410)




	HB 661 
	HB 661 
	HB 661 

	Traffic reg.; bicycles, electric

personal assistive mobility

devices, etc., yielding at stop

signs.


	Traffic reg.; bicycles, electric

personal assistive mobility

devices, etc., yielding at stop

signs.



	Rodney T.

Willett


	Rodney T.

Willett



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (14-

Y 0-N)


	Continued to next session in

Finance and Appropriations (14-

Y 0-N)




	HB 812 
	HB 812 
	HB 812 

	Traffic regulation; bicycles, and

certain other devices, bicycle

signals.


	Traffic regulation; bicycles, and

certain other devices, bicycle

signals.



	Betsy B. Carr 
	Betsy B. Carr 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0223)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0223)




	HB 883 
	HB 883 
	HB 883 

	VDOT's approval process;

projects involving buildings,

road development, and other

construction.


	VDOT's approval process;

projects involving buildings,

road development, and other

construction.



	Richard C.

"Rip" Sullivan,

Jr.


	Richard C.

"Rip" Sullivan,

Jr.



	Support 
	Support 

	Left in Committee Rules
	Left in Committee Rules


	HB

1010


	HB

1010


	HB

1010



	School crossing zones; large

children's sports complexes,

Planning District 8 (Northern

Virginia).


	School crossing zones; large

children's sports complexes,

Planning District 8 (Northern

Virginia).



	Kathy K.L.

Tran


	Kathy K.L.

Tran



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Left in Committee

Transportation


	Left in Committee

Transportation




	HB

1120


	HB

1120


	HB

1120



	Electric power-assisted bicycles,

etc.; improving safety for

operators and general public,

report.


	Electric power-assisted bicycles,

etc.; improving safety for

operators and general public,

report.



	JJ Singh 
	JJ Singh 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0737)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0737)






	STUDIES AND REPORTS TO MONITOR


	As in prior years, the 2026 GA session included a limited number of formal legislative study commissions, with

most study efforts directed through state agencies, task forces, and workgroups focused on emerging policy

and operational issues. Many of the approved studies align closely with Fairfax County’s legislative priorities

and Countywide Strategic Plan focus areas, particularly in behavioral health, elections administration,

transportation safety, early childhood education, and housing. County staff will continue monitoring the efforts

below throughout the interim, as many may inform future legislative proposals, funding recommendations, or

statewide policy changes impacting local government operations.


	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 

	Legislation Summary 
	Legislation Summary 

	Chief

Patron


	Chief

Patron





	HB91 
	HB91 
	HB91 
	HB91 

	Department of Juvenile Justice; limiting room or cell confinement for minors

committed to a juvenile correctional facility; report. Directs the Department of

Juvenile Justice, in collaboration with relevant stakeholders, to establish clear

standards to maximize the amount of time that a minor committed to a juvenile

correctional facility spends out of the confinement of his room or cell. The bill

directs the Department to study and consider the benefits to minors of limiting such

confinement and the impact of such benefits on factors such as the safety of the

facility and successful reentry into the community, and, in considering and studying

such benefits, to develop a minimum number of hours per day that minors

committed to a juvenile correctional facility shall spend out of the confinement of

their rooms or cells. The bill directs the Department to report on certain data

collected after developing and implementing such standards and other related

training and programming to the Commission on Youth and the Chairs of the

Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services and the House Committees

on Health and Human Services and Public Safety by November 1, 2026. As

introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Commission on Youth.


	Department of Juvenile Justice; limiting room or cell confinement for minors

committed to a juvenile correctional facility; report. Directs the Department of

Juvenile Justice, in collaboration with relevant stakeholders, to establish clear

standards to maximize the amount of time that a minor committed to a juvenile

correctional facility spends out of the confinement of his room or cell. The bill

directs the Department to study and consider the benefits to minors of limiting such

confinement and the impact of such benefits on factors such as the safety of the

facility and successful reentry into the community, and, in considering and studying

such benefits, to develop a minimum number of hours per day that minors

committed to a juvenile correctional facility shall spend out of the confinement of

their rooms or cells. The bill directs the Department to report on certain data

collected after developing and implementing such standards and other related

training and programming to the Commission on Youth and the Chairs of the

Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services and the House Committees

on Health and Human Services and Public Safety by November 1, 2026. As

introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Commission on Youth.



	Holly M.

Seibold


	Holly M.

Seibold




	HB211 
	HB211 
	HB211 

	Head Start State Collaboration Office; state of Head Start and Early Head Start in

the Commonwealth; report. Requires the Head Start State Collaboration Office at

the Department of Education, no later than December 1, 2026, to develop and

recommend to the Commission on Early Childhood Care and Education for

endorsement a report summarizing the state of Head Start and Early Head Start in

the Commonwealth that is required to address several topics enumerated in the

bill.


	Head Start State Collaboration Office; state of Head Start and Early Head Start in

the Commonwealth; report. Requires the Head Start State Collaboration Office at

the Department of Education, no later than December 1, 2026, to develop and

recommend to the Commission on Early Childhood Care and Education for

endorsement a report summarizing the state of Head Start and Early Head Start in

the Commonwealth that is required to address several topics enumerated in the

bill.



	Debra D.

Gardner
	Debra D.

Gardner


	HB355 
	HB355 
	HB355 

	Department of Education; School Health Services Committee; annual mental health

screenings for public school students in grades six through 12; recommendations on

guidance and best practices. Directs the School Health Services Committee (the

Committee), in collaboration with the Department of Education, to study and make

recommendations on best practices for annual; mental health screenings for public

school students in grades six through 12 that utilize evidence-based tools. The bill

directs the Committee to include its findings and recommendations in its annual

report required pursuant to applicable law.


	Department of Education; School Health Services Committee; annual mental health

screenings for public school students in grades six through 12; recommendations on

guidance and best practices. Directs the School Health Services Committee (the

Committee), in collaboration with the Department of Education, to study and make

recommendations on best practices for annual; mental health screenings for public

school students in grades six through 12 that utilize evidence-based tools. The bill

directs the Committee to include its findings and recommendations in its annual

report required pursuant to applicable law.



	Debra D.

Gardner


	Debra D.

Gardner




	HJ27 
	HJ27 
	HJ27 

	Study; JLARC; public institutions of higher education; options to improve

affordability for students; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review

Commission to study options and provide updated recommendations to improve

the affordability of higher education for students in the Commonwealth.


	Study; JLARC; public institutions of higher education; options to improve

affordability for students; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review

Commission to study options and provide updated recommendations to improve

the affordability of higher education for students in the Commonwealth.



	Destiny

LeVere

Bolling


	Destiny

LeVere

Bolling




	SJ23 
	SJ23 
	SJ23 

	Study; JLARC; creation of Secretariat of Rural Affairs; report. Directs the Joint

Legislative Audit and Review Commission to study the need for and feasibility of

creating a Secretariat of Rural Affairs in the Commonwealth.


	Study; JLARC; creation of Secretariat of Rural Affairs; report. Directs the Joint

Legislative Audit and Review Commission to study the need for and feasibility of

creating a Secretariat of Rural Affairs in the Commonwealth.



	Lashrecse

D. Aird
	Lashrecse

D. Aird




	  
	APPENDIX A – HOUSING STRATEGY LIST


	HOUSING BILLS THAT FAIRFAX COUNTY SUPPORTS (“GREEN”)


	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 

	Title 
	Title 

	Chief Patron 
	Chief Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 4 
	HB 4 
	HB 4 
	HB 4 

	Affordable housing;

preservation,

definitions, civil penalty.


	Affordable housing;

preservation,

definitions, civil penalty.



	Elizabeth B.

Bennett-Parker


	Elizabeth B.

Bennett-Parker



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0352)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0352)




	HB 39 
	HB 39 
	HB 39 

	Duty of settlement

agent; restrictive

covenants.


	Duty of settlement

agent; restrictive

covenants.



	Marcus B. Simon 
	Marcus B. Simon 

	 
	 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0359)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0359)




	HB 95 
	HB 95 
	HB 95 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; landlord remedies,

noncompliance with

rental agreement.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; landlord remedies,

noncompliance with

rental agreement.



	Elizabeth B.

Bennett-Parker


	Elizabeth B.

Bennett-Parker



	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1105)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1105)




	HB 135 
	HB 135 
	HB 135 

	Virginia Code

Commission; extends

subdivision plats work

group, report.


	Virginia Code

Commission; extends

subdivision plats work

group, report.



	Marcus B. Simon 
	Marcus B. Simon 

	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0041)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0041)




	HB 164/

SB 328


	HB 164/

SB 328


	HB 164/

SB 328



	Housing for local

employees; grants for

homeownership.


	Housing for local

employees; grants for

homeownership.



	Joshua E. Thomas/

Russet Perry


	Joshua E. Thomas/

Russet Perry



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0078 & CHAP0079)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0078 & CHAP0079)




	HB 196/

HB 820/

SB 490


	HB 196/

HB 820/

SB 490


	HB 196/

HB 820/

SB 490



	Mixed-income housing;

creating a two-year

pilot program that

provides load

origination, etc.


	Mixed-income housing;

creating a two-year

pilot program that

provides load

origination, etc.



	Joshue Thomas/

Dan Helmer/

Schuyler

VanValkenburg


	Joshue Thomas/

Dan Helmer/

Schuyler

VanValkenburg



	Support


	Support


	Monitor



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1037, CHAP1072, &

CHAP1012)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1037, CHAP1072, &

CHAP1012)




	HB 198 
	HB 198 
	HB 198 

	Local government;

review of decision by

board of zoning appeals,

procedures for filing

petition.


	Local government;

review of decision by

board of zoning appeals,

procedures for filing

petition.



	Joshua E. Thomas


	Joshua E. Thomas



	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0368)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0368)




	HB 256/

SB 425


	HB 256/

SB 425


	HB 256/

SB 425



	Comprehensive plan;

environmental justice

strategy.


	Comprehensive plan;

environmental justice

strategy.



	Shelly A. Simonds/

Lamont Bagby


	Shelly A. Simonds/

Lamont Bagby



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0581 & CHAP0582)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0581 & CHAP0582)




	HB 257 
	HB 257 
	HB 257 

	Comprehensive plan;

social determinants of

health.


	Comprehensive plan;

social determinants of

health.



	Shelly A. Simonds 
	Shelly A. Simonds 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0375)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0375)


	HB 329 
	HB 329 
	HB 329 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord &

Tenant/manufactured

Home Lot Rental Acts;

retaliatory conduct

prohibited.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord &

Tenant/manufactured

Home Lot Rental Acts;

retaliatory conduct

prohibited.



	Adele Y. McClure 
	Adele Y. McClure 

	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text




	HB 352 
	HB 352 
	HB 352 

	Local authority;

authorized by

ordinance to establish

affordable housing

performance grant

programs.


	Local authority;

authorized by

ordinance to establish

affordable housing

performance grant

programs.



	Joshua E. Thomas 
	Joshua E. Thomas 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0386)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0386)




	HB 374 
	HB 374 
	HB 374 

	Manufactured Home

Lot Rental Act; written

rental agreement, lot

rent increase

prohibition, etc.


	Manufactured Home

Lot Rental Act; written

rental agreement, lot

rent increase

prohibition, etc.



	Paul E. Krizek 
	Paul E. Krizek 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0598)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0598)




	HB 375 
	HB 375 
	HB 375 

	Manufactured Home

Lot Rental Act; right of

first refusal, resident

entities and localities.


	Manufactured Home

Lot Rental Act; right of

first refusal, resident

entities and localities.



	Paul E. Krizek 
	Paul E. Krizek 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0599)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0599)




	HB 527/

SB 628


	HB 527/

SB 628


	HB 527/

SB 628



	Eviction Reduction

Program; established,

report.


	Eviction Reduction

Program; established,

report.



	Adele Y. McClure/

Mamie E. Locke


	Adele Y. McClure/

Mamie E. Locke



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0164 & CHAP0033)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0164 & CHAP0033)




	HB 594 
	HB 594 
	HB 594 

	Affordable housing

developments, certain;

expedited approval.


	Affordable housing

developments, certain;

expedited approval.



	Shelly A. Simonds 
	Shelly A. Simonds 

	Support with

Amendment


	Support with

Amendment



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0406)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0406)




	HB 655/

SB 346


	HB 655/

SB 346


	HB 655/

SB 346



	Zoning; manufactured

housing.


	Zoning; manufactured

housing.



	Michelle Lopes

Maldonado/

Schuyler

VanValkenburg


	Michelle Lopes

Maldonado/

Schuyler

VanValkenburg



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0019 & CHAP0020)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0019 & CHAP0020)




	HB 787 
	HB 787 
	HB 787 

	Zoning; development

agreements in certain

localities within

Planning District 23

(Hampton Roads).


	Zoning; development

agreements in certain

localities within

Planning District 23

(Hampton Roads).



	C.E. Cliff Hayes, Jr. 
	C.E. Cliff Hayes, Jr. 

	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0421)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0421)




	HB 802 
	HB 802 
	HB 802 

	Vacant buildings;

registration by

registered agents, etc.,

annually.


	Vacant buildings;

registration by

registered agents, etc.,

annually.



	Betsy B. Carr 
	Betsy B. Carr 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0427)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0427)




	HB 806 
	HB 806 
	HB 806 

	Industrial development

authorities; promoting

safe and affordable

housing.


	Industrial development

authorities; promoting

safe and affordable

housing.



	Betsy B. Carr 
	Betsy B. Carr 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0221)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0221)


	HB 833 
	HB 833 
	HB 833 

	Land subdivision and

development; optional

provisions of a

subdivision ordinance,

etc.


	Land subdivision and

development; optional

provisions of a

subdivision ordinance,

etc.



	Adele Y. McClure 
	Adele Y. McClure 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0679)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0679)




	HB 854 
	HB 854 
	HB 854 

	Real property tax; local

classification or

designation for

property, nonprofit

organizations.


	Real property tax; local

classification or

designation for

property, nonprofit

organizations.



	Rae Cousins 
	Rae Cousins 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0683)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0683)




	HB 867/

SB 74


	HB 867/

SB 74


	HB 867/

SB 74



	Affordable housing;

local zoning ordinance

authority.


	Affordable housing;

local zoning ordinance

authority.



	Rae Cousins/

Jeremy S. McPIke


	Rae Cousins/

Jeremy S. McPIke



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0435 & CHAP0436)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0435 & CHAP0436)




	HB 910 
	HB 910 
	HB 910 

	Comprehensive

statewide housing

needs assessment;

review of certain

parcels.


	Comprehensive

statewide housing

needs assessment;

review of certain

parcels.



	Irene Shin 
	Irene Shin 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0703)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0703)




	HB 951 
	HB 951 
	HB 951 

	Housing and

Community

Development, Board of;

ad hoc committees.


	Housing and

Community

Development, Board of;

ad hoc committees.



	Alfonso H. Lopez 
	Alfonso H. Lopez 

	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0712)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0712)




	HB 1130 
	HB 1130 
	HB 1130 

	Workforce housing for

employees; county bd.

of supervisor or school

bd., lease of surplus

property.


	Workforce housing for

employees; county bd.

of supervisor or school

bd., lease of surplus

property.



	David A. Reid 
	David A. Reid 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0740)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0740)




	HB 1144 
	HB 1144 
	HB 1144 

	Water and sewer

connection fees; first�time homebuyers,

affordable housing.


	Water and sewer

connection fees; first�time homebuyers,

affordable housing.



	Marty Martinez 
	Marty Martinez 

	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0449)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0449)




	SB 77 
	SB 77 
	SB 77 

	Repairs or maintenance

of property; entering

adjoining property,

petition for entry.


	Repairs or maintenance

of property; entering

adjoining property,

petition for entry.



	Schuyler T.

VanValkenburg


	Schuyler T.

VanValkenburg



	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0429)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0429)




	SB 181 
	SB 181 
	SB 181 

	Real property tax;

partial exemption for

repurposing

underutilized structures

for residential use.


	Real property tax;

partial exemption for

repurposing

underutilized structures

for residential use.



	Angelia Williams

Graves


	Angelia Williams

Graves



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0994)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0994)




	SB 285 
	SB 285 
	SB 285 

	Urban Public-Private

Partnership

Redevelopment grant

program; DHCD to

review, etc.


	Urban Public-Private

Partnership

Redevelopment grant

program; DHCD to

review, etc.



	Lashrecse D. Aird 
	Lashrecse D. Aird 

	County

Initiative


	County

Initiative



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1001)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1001)




	HOUSING BILLS THAT FAIRFAX COUNTY HAS IMPLEMENTATION CONCERNS

ABOUT (“YELLOW”)


	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 

	Title 
	Title 

	Chief Patron 
	Chief Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 174/

SB 325


	HB 174/

SB 325


	HB 174/

SB 325


	HB 174/

SB 325



	Virginia Residential

Landlord & Tenant Act;

early termination of

rental agreement by

military personnel.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord & Tenant Act;

early termination of

rental agreement by

military personnel.



	Michael B. Feggans/

Russett Perry


	Michael B. Feggans/

Russett Perry



	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0082 & CHAP0083)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0082 & CHAP0083)




	HB 356/

SB 665


	HB 356/

SB 665


	HB 356/

SB 665



	Local housing policy;

expands the range of

changes that are

required.


	Local housing policy;

expands the range of

changes that are

required.



	Joshua E. Thomas/

Kannan Srinivasan


	Joshua E. Thomas/

Kannan Srinivasan



	Amend 
	Amend 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0121 & CHAP0122)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0121 & CHAP0122)




	HB 379 
	HB 379 
	HB 379 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; application, notice,

deposit, fee.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; application, notice,

deposit, fee.



	Elizabeth B.

Bennett-Parker


	Elizabeth B.

Bennett-Parker



	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1050)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1050)




	HB 888 
	HB 888 
	HB 888 

	Minimum off-street

parking requirements;

definitions, designated

areas, administrative

reductions.


	Minimum off-street

parking requirements;

definitions, designated

areas, administrative

reductions.



	Irene Shin 
	Irene Shin 

	Amend 
	Amend 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1075)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1075)




	HB 1212 
	HB 1212 
	HB 1212 

	Zoning; small lot

residential districts.


	Zoning; small lot

residential districts.



	Briana D. Sewell 
	Briana D. Sewell 

	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0751)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0751)




	HB 1325 
	HB 1325 
	HB 1325 

	Manufactured Home Lot

Rental Act; landlord

obligations.


	Manufactured Home Lot

Rental Act; landlord

obligations.



	Michelle Lopes

Maldonado


	Michelle Lopes

Maldonado



	Support 
	Support 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0777)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0777)




	HB 1361 
	HB 1361 
	HB 1361 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord & Tenant Act;

civil action for unlawful

detainer, termination

notice.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord & Tenant Act;

civil action for unlawful

detainer, termination

notice.



	Michelle Lopes

Maldonado


	Michelle Lopes

Maldonado



	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0783)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0783)




	HB 1463 
	HB 1463 
	HB 1463 

	Zoning; nonconforming

uses, manufactured

homes.


	Zoning; nonconforming

uses, manufactured

homes.



	Joshua E. Thomas 
	Joshua E. Thomas 

	Amend 
	Amend 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0471)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0471)




	SB 504 
	SB 504 
	SB 504 

	Vested rights; rulings or

orders of the local

circuit court, residential

project.


	Vested rights; rulings or

orders of the local

circuit court, residential

project.



	R. Creigh Deeds 
	R. Creigh Deeds 

	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0948)
	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0948)


	SB 531 
	SB 531 
	SB 531 

	Zoning; development

and use of accessory

dwelling units, delayed

effective date.


	Zoning; development

and use of accessory

dwelling units, delayed

effective date.



	Kannan Srinivasan 
	Kannan Srinivasan 

	Monitor 
	Monitor 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0895)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0895)




	SB 666 
	SB 666 
	SB 666 

	Housing & Community

Dev, Depart. of; housing

development database

availability to localities,

etc.


	Housing & Community

Dev, Depart. of; housing

development database

availability to localities,

etc.



	Kannan Srinivasan 
	Kannan Srinivasan 

	Amend 
	Amend 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1023)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1023)






	HOUSING BILLS THAT FAIRFAX COUNTY HAS CONCERNS ABOUT(“RED”)


	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 
	Bill 

	Title 
	Title 

	Chief Patron 
	Chief Patron 

	County

Position


	County

Position



	Last Action


	Last Action





	HB 14 
	HB 14 
	HB 14 
	HB 14 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; enforcement by

localities.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; enforcement by

localities.



	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price


	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price



	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0542)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0542)




	HB 15 
	HB 15 
	HB 15 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; landlord remedies,

noncompliance with

rental agreement.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; landlord remedies,

noncompliance with

rental agreement.



	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price


	Marcia S. "Cia"

Price



	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0353)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0353)




	HB 678 
	HB 678 
	HB 678 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; terms and

conditions of rental

agreement.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; terms and

conditions of rental

agreement.



	Michelle Lopes

Maldonado


	Michelle Lopes

Maldonado



	  
	  

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1066)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1066)




	HB 1279/

SB 388


	HB 1279/

SB 388


	HB 1279/

SB 388



	Affordable housing;

religious organizations

and other nonprofit tax�exempt properties.


	Affordable housing;

religious organizations

and other nonprofit tax�exempt properties.



	Joshue G. Cole/

 Jeremy S. McPike

 
	Joshue G. Cole/

 Jeremy S. McPike

 
	Joshue G. Cole/

 Jeremy S. McPike

 


	Oppose


	Oppose


	Amend



	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1096 & CHAP1009)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP1096 & CHAP1009)




	SB 48 
	SB 48 
	SB 48 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; landlord remedies,

noncompliance with

rental agreement.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; landlord remedies,

noncompliance with

rental agreement.



	Aaron R. Rouse 
	Aaron R. Rouse 

	 
	 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0354)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0354)




	SB 273 
	SB 273 
	SB 273 

	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; Eviction Diversion

Program, eligibility.


	Virginia Residential

Landlord and Tenant

Act; Eviction Diversion

Program, eligibility.



	Mamie E. Locke 
	Mamie E. Locke 

	 
	 

	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0818)


	Acts of Assembly Chapter text

(CHAP0818)




	SB 717 
	SB 717 
	SB 717 

	Transit-oriented housing

overlay districts.


	Transit-oriented housing

overlay districts.



	Saddam Azlan Salim 
	Saddam Azlan Salim 

	Amend 
	Amend 

	Continued to 2027 in H�Counties, Cities and Towns

committee (Voice Vote)
	Continued to 2027 in H�Counties, Cities and Towns

committee (Voice Vote)




	 



