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Our Region 
Produces the 
Most Digital 
Graduates

We are training people 
with the skills to compete 
in the tech economy



Our Region Lags 
Behind in Digital 
Job Creation

Our region is not creating 
digital jobs at the same 
levels as competing 
regions

Source: JobsEQ
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Does Our Over 
Reliance on 
Services Harm 
Us?

Entrepreneurs and 
investors looking for “big 
wins” look elsewhere



Follow the 
Money!

Venture funding is a 
lagging indicator, but it 
tells a story of a region 
that is not keeping up.



Follow the 
Workers!

Talent attraction and 
retention is just as 
important as 
development.



Where Are We 
Most 
Interconnected?

Revolving door may work 
to our advantage in 
attracting talent to the 
region.



What Should We 
Do?

Coordination and 
cooperation are essential 
in resourcing and 
effectiveness of efforts.

• Regional efforts to undertake vertical integration of labor market 
supply and demand.

• Teach local service innovators to become product innovators.

• Develop a shared regional vision on why this is a place where 
innovation occurs.

• Entry level housing (can’t fix cost of land and materials, but 
regulatory costs can be addressed).

• Effectually activate universities in the business side of innovation.

• Resist the temptation to legislate innovation and the economy.

• Address characteristics important for Millennials – sorry Gen Xers!

• Focus on vertical integration of big and small businesses in the 
industries where we excel.

• Create tools to measure regional innovation attributes and progress 
against policy goals. 
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