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Dear Neighbor, 

 
Happy LGBTQIA+ Pride Month! Pride Month marks the anniversary of the 1969 

Stonewall Uprising in Manhattan and is an opportunity to recognize the impact that 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 

individuals have had on history. 
 

This month we celebrate expression and 
authenticity, and have a chance to 

recommit ourselves to the fight for 

equality and inclusion. Let us remember 
the progress made and recognize the 

LGBTQIA+ individuals in our lives. 
 

We can be proud that Fairfax 
County scored a 100 on the Human 

Rights Campaign’s Municipality Equality 
Index in 2023. Our Office of Human 

Rights and Equity Programs (OHREP) 
promotes equality and inclusiveness for all 

residents and investigates complaints of 
discrimination. OHREP also oversees the 

Human Rights Commission and the 
Student Human Rights Commission.  

 

The Fairfax County Public Library (FCPL) 
has an LGBTQIA+ guide with resources, 

activities, and more for individuals, 
families, allies, and anyone interested in learning more.  
 
The Board of Supervisors will be presenting our Pride Month Proclamation during our 

Board meeting next Tuesday, June 11, at the Government Center (12000 Government 
Center Parkway, Fairfax). FCPL is hosting LGBTQIA+ programs throughout June, 

including a Zine Workshop with Nova Prism Center at the Kings Park Library and a DIY 
Pride Pin craft session at the Burke Centre Library. 

https://www.loc.gov/lgbt-pride-month/about/
https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/MEI-2023-Assets/MEI-2023-Fairfax-County-Virginia.pdf
https://www.hrc.org/resources/municipal-equality-index
https://www.hrc.org/resources/municipal-equality-index
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/humanrights/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/humanrights/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/humanrights/human-rights-commission
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/humanrights/shrc
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/c.php?g=1153568&p=8419404
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/calendar?cid=6524&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=6524&ct=53717&inc=0
https://novaprismcenter.gay/
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Learn about more Pride events around Fairfax or subscribe to the County’s 
Weekender Newsletter for more local events throughout the month.  

 

Summer Concerts are Back! 
The Braddock Entertainment Series’ Children’s Series is back this month and will kick 
off at Wakefield Park in front of the Audrey Moore Rec Center (8100 Braddock Road, 

Annandale) next Saturday, 

June 15! 
 

The Arts in Parks series, 
which is now on its third 

season in the Braddock 
District, features musicians, 

comedians, magicians, and 
even science! 

 
Our Braddock Nights 

concerts at Royal Lake Park 
and Lake Accotink Park 

begin on July 5 and will 
present a wide array of 

performances from 

classical, to rock to world 
music, with something for 

every music lover. 
 

We are in need of 
volunteers to help with our 

t-shirt raffles and other 
activities. Email 

Irma.Mejia-
Lewis@fairfaxcounty.gov 

if you are interested in 
volunteering at any of the 

shows.  
 

You can read more about 

the Summer Entertainment Series – including the entire County’s schedule – on the 
Fairfax County Park Authority’s Summer Entertainment Series website. 

 

Class of 2024 
This week I had the honor of attending graduation ceremonies for Annandale High 
School, Robinson Secondary School, West Springfield High School, and Woodson High 

School. I also was able to participate in the Braddock Elementary School Awards and 

Promotion ceremony. Unfortunately, the ceremonies for Lake Braddock Secondary 

https://patch.com/virginia/mclean/2024-lgbtqia-pride-month-parades-festivals-other-events-fairfax
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/weekender
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/arts-in-the-parks
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
mailto:Irma.Mejia-Lewis@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:Irma.Mejia-Lewis@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
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School and Fairfax High School 
conflicted with Board of 

Supervisors Committee meetings 
and I wasn’t able to attend this 

year. 
 

I want to congratulate the 
graduates, parents, 

grandparents, guardians, and 
loved ones on reaching this 

important milestone. The 
resilience and perseverance you 

displayed throughout the last 
four years is an inspiration and I 

can’t wait to see the amazing 

things you will accomplish in the 
future. 

 
Yours in service, 

 
 

 
Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw 
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Upcoming Events 
Details on these events and more can be found in this edition of the Beacon or by 

contacting braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

 

■ June 1 – 30 …………… Immigrant Heritage Month, Pride Month, Gun Violence  

Awareness Month, National Safety Month 

■ June 8 ……………………………………………… Stuff the Bus at Cardinal Forest Giant 

Marian Homes Shredding Event at St. Mary of Sorrows Parish 

Saturday Early In-Person Voting / 13 Additional Early Vote Sites Open 

■ June 9 ……………………… Pupusa Festival 2024 at Braddock Elementary School 

Deadline for 2024 Environmental Excellence Award Nominations 

■ June 11 ……………………Full Board Meeting (2024 Board Meeting Schedule) 

■ June 12 ………………………………………………………………Last Day of School for FCPS 

Loving Day 

■ June 14 ………………………………………………………………………………………………Flag Day 

■ June 15 …………………………… Arts in the Parks Children’s Concert at Wakefield 

Last Day to Vote Early In-Person for the 2024 Dual Primary Elections 

Where We Belong Art Contest Deadline 

■ June 16 ……………………………………………………………………………………… Father’s Day 

■ June 18 …………………………………………………………………………Dual Primary Election 

Braddock Land Use and Environmental Committee Meeting 

■ June 19 …………Juneteenth (County, State, and Federal Government Closed) 

Braddock District Council Elections 

County’s Juneteenth Celebration at Sully Historic Site 

■ June 20 …………………………………………………………………………………Summer Solstice 

■ June 26 …………………………………………Financial Steps and Resources for Family  

Caregivers Virtual Workshop 

■ June 30 ……………………………………Deadline for Charge Up Fairfax Applications 

 

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2024-board-meetings
https://lovingday.org/
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In May, Supervisor Walkinshaw also: 

▪ Joined the Southport HOA for a meeting on May 1 

▪ Attended the Greater Northern Virginia Science and Engineering Fair for 

Elementary and Middle School (co-hosted by George Mason University’s College 

of Science) on May 4 

▪ Hosted a Community Pools Meeting on May 6 

▪ Cut the ribbon on the parking lot at ECHO on May 8 

▪ Attended the Woodhirst HOA’s Annual Meeting on May 8 

▪ Joined Fairfax County Police for a Fallen Officer Memorial Ceremony on May 9 

▪ Spoke at the WoodLynn Civic Association’s meeting on May 9 

▪ Joined Little Run Citizens Association’s Annual Membership meeting on May 10 

▪ Met with Lakepointe Townhomes’ HOA for a meeting on May 13 

▪ Attended the Kings Park West Civic Association’s Inaugural Volunteer 

Appreciation event on May 14 

▪ Joined Truro’s HOA for a meeting on May 15 

▪ Attended Leadership Fairfax’s Breakfast on May 17 

▪ Attended the Fairfax County Commission for Women’s “Health Matters” event 

on May 17 

▪ Joined NoVA Labor for their Anniversary Dinner on May 17 

▪ Celebrated Fairfax County CERT’s 20th Anniversary on May 21 

▪ Toured the Hybla Valley Community Center with U.S. Housing and Urban 

Development Regional Administrator Matt Heckles on May 22 

▪ Observed Memorial Day at Burke Centre Conservancy with VFW Post 5412, 

Burke Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol, and Scouting America on May 

27 

▪ Held a virtual community discussion on Braddock Road traffic between Herend 

Place and Red Spruce Road on May 29 (watch the meeting) 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/community-emergency-response-team-cert
https://youtu.be/Que_C5RUYvQ?si=2qBTjmb2LkHmWRNz
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Mara Ashby 
The June Citizen of the Month is Mara Ashby! 
 
Mara has volunteered with FACETS for 
the past 7 years and the hypothermia 
shelter at Burke Presbyterian Church. 
 
She has played an important role in 
supporting her church’s programs, 
contributing in various capacities. Her 

efforts include fundraising, food 
collection, organizing food drives, and 
hosting community meals. Notably, 
she coordinates the hypothermia 
program in partnership with Fairfax 
County, ensuring essential services are 
provided to the unhoused in the 
winter. 
 
Her commitment to the well-being of the community is evident through her 
efforts. Mara often takes on multiple roles to ensure the success of various 
programs, demonstrating strong leadership. Her actions not only support 
those in need but will inspire others within the community to contribute and 
support. 
 
Mara’s dedication to her community through supporting programs is why 
Supervisor Walkinshaw proudly recognizes her as June’s Braddock District 
Citizen of the Month!  
 
Congratulations Mara and thank you for your contributions to the Braddock 
District! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know a Braddock District resident, or a group of residents, who should be recognized as our Citizen of the 
Month? Nominate them today! 

 

June Citizen of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2024cotm
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Graduation Traffic Advisory 

High school graduation ceremonies at 

EagleBank Arena continue through Tuesday, 
June 18. 

 

Doors open up to one hour before ceremonies 
begin and traffic impacts will vary depending 

on the day. 
 

Subscribe to Mason Alerts for up-to-date 
details on high-impact areas and alternative 

routes. 
 

Voting in June 18 Primary 
Early In-Person Voting 
Early, in-person voting for the June 18 Dual 

Primary Election continues until Saturday, 
June 15. There are two separate ballots for Democratic and Republican candidates, you 

can view sample ballots by precinct. 

 
Voting is available at three locations until 

June 15: 

■ Fairfax County Government Center 
(Conference Rooms 2/3) 

▪ 12000 Government Center 
Parkway, Fairfax 

▪ Weekday hours: 8:00 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m. 

▪ Saturdays (June 8 and June 15): 

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

■ Mt. Vernon Governmental Center 

▪ 2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria 

▪ Weekday hours: 1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
▪ Saturdays (June 8 and June 15): 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

■ North County Governmental Center 

▪ 1801 Cameron Glen Drive, Reston 
▪ Weekday hours: 1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

▪ Saturdays (June 8 and June 15): 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 
Beginning Saturday, June 8, voters can cast ballots at 13 additional early voting 

sites, including at Burke Centre Library (5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke) and West 
Springfield Governmental Center (6140 Rolling Road, Springfield). These locations will 

Seasonal Items 

https://ready.gmu.edu/masonalert/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/sites/elections/files/Assets/sample%20ballots/Sample_Web.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/early-voting-available-16-locations-june-8-15
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/early-voting-available-16-locations-june-8-15
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be open on weekdays from 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. and on Saturdays (June 8 and June 
15) from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 
You can find all the locations, operating hours, and detailed information on Saturday 

voting on the Office of Elections’ website.  
 

Mail-In Voting 
Mail Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked on or before June 18 and received by 

12:00 p.m. on June 21. 

■ Request a Mail Ballot Online 

■ Track Your Ballot 

■ Drop Off Your Ballot 

 
Voters should follow the mail-in ballot instructions to return completed ballots. There is a 

choice to return by mail, a secure drop box, or at any polling place during voting hours. 

Mail-in ballots must be returned by 7:00 p.m. on June 18 or postmarked by June 18. 

Voter Registration 
Same-day registration is available for voters to cast a provisional ballot at any Fairfax 

County early voting location for the primaries. The provisional ballot is counted when the 

voter’s eligibility is confirmed. 
 

Voters who turn 18 by the general election on November 5, 2024, can register to vote in 

the primary. 

For more information on voting, visit the Office of Elections’ website. 
 

Farmers Markets  
Farmers Markets are now open at the Burke VRE Station 
(10399 Premier Court, Burke) on Saturdays from 8:00 

a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and Wakefield Park (8100 Braddock 
Road, Annandale) on Wednesdays from 2:00 - 6:00 

p.m. 
 

Almost 40 vendors will be at the markets, some offering 

online ordering as well. View a list of all of Fairfax’s 
Farmers Markets. 

 
Select Fairfax County Farmers Markets offer a Supplemental Nutritional Assistance 

Program (SNAP) matching program to eligible shoppers. Customers can charge their EBT 
cards at the SNAP Information Table and receive double the amount to purchase extra 

fruits and vegetables. Fairfax County has SNAP programs at five of its farmers market 
locations, including Wakefield Park. Volunteers run the SNAP booths where customers 

swipe their EBT cards to redeem tokens to spend at the market. More information on 
redeeming SNAP at the participating markets, including flyers in several languages, is 

available on FCPA’s website. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/early-voting
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
https://fairfaxco.ballottrax.net/voter/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/permanent-absentee-ballot-drop-box
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/snap
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
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Stuff the Bus 
Fairfax County's Stuff the Bus initiative began in 2011 
in response to a critical need to help restock the shelves 

of local food pantries after the holidays. 
 

This collaborative program is a partnership between 
Fairfax County Government and local nonprofits. Now in 

its 13th year, Stuff the Bus continues to support food 
assistance efforts for families and households. Stuff the 

Bus has collected more than 220 tons of food to feed people experiencing food insecurity 
in Fairfax County since its inception. 

 

You can help stuff the bus this Saturday, June 8, from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at the 
Cardinal Forest Giant (8320 Old Keene Mill, Springfield). 

 
For a full list of requested items, visit the Stuff the Bus page. 

 

Marian Homes' Shredding Event 
Area non-profit Marian Homes will host a shredding event on 

Saturday, June 8 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m at St. Mary of 
Sorrows Parish (5222 Sideburn Road, Fairfax). 

 
Information about the shredding event can be found on Marian 

Homes' website. Donations to Marian Homes will be accepted. 
 

 

Pupusa Festival at Braddock 

Elementary School 
Braddock Elementary School will host their 
inaugural Pupusa Festival on Sunday, June 9, 

from 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Braddock 
Elementary School (7825 Heritage Drive, 

Annandale).  
 

The event is open to everyone. Come and celebrate 
this one-of-a-kind festival for a Salvadorean staple 

with music, performances, and food! 
Complimentary parking will be available. 

 
 

 

 

Community News 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/stuff-the-bus
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/stuff-the-bus
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/stuff-the-bus
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.fxva.com/event/1st-pupusa-fest-2024/41603/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/stuff-the-bus
https://www.fxva.com/event/1st-pupusa-fest-2024/41603/
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Braddock District Council Election 
The last Braddock District Council regular business meeting of 

the 2023-24 operating year will be held on Wednesday, June 19, 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. in Braddock Hall (9002 Burke Lake Road, 

Burke). 

 
On the agenda is the election of board officers for 2024-2025. The 

official announcement of the election and the slate of candidates 
have been posted on the Council’s website and sent to the 

mailing list. For the election to be held, there must be a quorum, 
all member associations are urged to have a voting representative at this meeting.  

 

Immigrant Heritage Month 

June is Immigrant Heritage Month, a time 

to reflect on our diverse nation (and County) 

of immigrants. In Fairfax County, nearly 30 

percent of residents were born in another 

country, creating a uniquely rich tapestry of 

diversity. People from around the globe have 

found a home and continue to thrive here, 

and this month we celebrate their contribution to our community. 

 

Art Contest  

FCPL invites students to celebrate our diverse 
community by showing their creativity and 

participating in a new art contest, Where We 

Belong!  

The contest is open to Kindergarten - 12th grade 

students who live or study in Fairfax County. Participants are asked to create artwork in 
a medium of their choice based off one of the following prompts: 

■ We all belong in Fairfax County. 

■ This is my family portrait. 

■ This is where I am from. 

■ We celebrate the contributions of our immigrant community members. 
 

Three winners will be selected per age group (K-2nd grade, 3rd-6th grade, and 7th-12th 
grade) and the winning pieces will displayed in a traveling gallery. Students can submit 

photos of finished art pieces online by June 15. Winners will be announced on June 21. 

All submissions will be uploaded to a virtual gallery. 
 

Exploring Food 

Join Celebrate Fairfax for a culinary journey this Immigrant Heritage Month as global 

cuisines are showcased in our own backyard. Flavors of Fairfax is a joint initiative with 

the Department of Economic Initiatives and Visit Fairfax. 

https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/
https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/celebrating-our-county-diversity-immigrant-heritage-month-2024
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/kids/wherewebelong
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/kids/wherewebelong
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/kids/wherewebelong
https://celebratefairfax.org/special-initiatives/immigrant-heritage-month-fairfax-2024/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/celebrating-our-county-diversity-immigrant-heritage-month-2024
https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/kids/wherewebelong
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Commemorate Juneteenth with the Park Authority 
Join the Fairfax County Park Authority for 
a special Juneteenth commemoration 

event on Wednesday, June 19, from 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Sully 

Historic Site (3650 Historic Sully Way, 
Chantilly).  

 
This free event will honor the significant 

contributions of people, originally under 
enslavement and continuing after 

emancipation, to the operation of Sully as a home and farmstead. The event will pay 
tribute to their lives and those of their descendants. 

  

Join in a commemoration of emancipation at this special event. Take a tour to better 
understand the daily life of people enslaved at Sully. Visit the dairy, smokehouse, 

kitchen and laundry, first floor of the main house, and a reproduction home for enslaved 
people. Interact with history interpreters, listen to storytellers, participate in activities, 

and see the special exhibits. 
  

HealthWorks will be there for you to receive a free health screening and information. 
Food trucks will be on site. 

 
Register here. For more information or to learn about Juneteenth in Fairfax County 

Parks, visit the Juneteenth webpage. 

 

Summer Concert at Green Spring Gardens 
Friends of Green Spring (FROGS) extends a 

special welcome to the community with a free 

concert on Thursday, June 20, beginning at 5:30 

p.m. in the Garden (4603 Green Spring Road, 

Alexandria).  

 

Kick back and relax while enjoying the sounds of 

Benton and McKay! Bring the children for fun 

activities beginning at 5:30 p.m., music starts at 6:00 p.m. More information is available 

on FROGS’ website. 

 

County Communications Open House Event 
The Vienna Wireless Society (VWS) will hold its annual Field Day event on Saturday, 

June 22, at 2:00 p.m. at Burke Lake Park (7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station). 
The annual Field Day is organized nationally every year by the American Radio Relay 

League (ARRL). Field Day gets licensed Hams out of their home stations and into 
outdoor tent stations, simulating requirements for portable, off-the-grid communications 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully-historic-site/juneteenth-celebration/061924
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully-historic-site/juneteenth-celebration/061924
https://fairfax.usedirect.com/FairfaxFCPAWeb/Activities/Details.aspx?session_id=448254&back_url=fi9BY3Rpdml0aWVzL1NlYXJjaC5hc3B4
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/topics/juneteenth
https://www.friendsofgreenspring.org/
https://www.friendsofgreenspring.org/programs-a-events/summer-concert
https://viennawireless.net/wp/
https://www.arrl.org/
https://www.arrl.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully-historic-site/juneteenth-celebration/061924
https://www.friendsofgreenspring.org/programs-a-events/summer-concert
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in case of emergency. Amateur Radio operates independently of any other 
communication utility and has proved its value in many disasters. 

 
Visitors can see amateur radio operators ("hams") in action. For 24 hours they will be 

transmitting using off-grid power (generators, solar-powered batteries, etc.) and making 
contacts around the state, country, and even the world. 

 
VWS has members all over Fairfax County. Visit their website to learn more. 

 

Animal Shelter Operational Update 
The Fairfax County Animal Shelter (FCAS) is 

experiencing an increase in canine upper respiratory 
infections (URI).  

 

There has been an uptick of multiple canine respiratory 
viruses that has impacted, and in some cases temporarily shut down, shelters 

throughout the region. To ensure that does not happen at FCAS, they have consulted 
with their veterinary partners to develop long and short-term protocols. 

 
To keep the shelter dogs healthy and safe and avoid an outbreak of illness, they have 

temporarily suspended the intake of owner-surrendered dogs. They are only accepting 
essential intakes, such as sick or injured dogs, and those posing a threat to public 

safety. All other programs and services, including adoptions, will continue unchanged.  
 

While it is common to have a few dogs in the shelter with URIs at any given time, FCAS 
is currently experiencing the two most common factors that can lead to an increase in 

URI prevalence in shelters: more dogs than usual in the shelter’s care and prolonged 
length of stay. 

 

Under the direction of shelter veterinarians, FCAS has robust daily cleaning protocols in 
place, shelter staff are carefully monitoring all dogs for symptoms, and are awaiting PCR 

test results so they can learn more about the illness. So far, all symptoms have been 
very mild. 

 
FCAS will continue to provide updates as more information becomes available. Read 

more on their website. 
 

Repelling Mosquitos (from Consumers’ Checkbook) 

In some yards, mosquitoes become so bothersome that residents 
won’t go outside in the summer. In many parts of the country, 

mosquitoes pose a great health threat by spreading West Nile virus. 

 

How to Stop Them 

Zillions of products promise to keep mosquitoes away, from wristbands to speakers that 

emit ultrasonic noise to electronic repellants to aromatic plants. Many of these claims 

are bogus; some have a little bit of merit. The University of California Statewide 

https://viennawireless.net/wp/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/seasonal-increase-canine-upper-respiratory-infections-shelter-dogs
https://www.checkbook.org/washington-area/exterminators/articles/How-to-Get-Rid-of-Mosquitoes-2738
https://ipm.ucanr.edu/
https://www.checkbook.org/washington-area/exterminators/articles/How-to-Get-Rid-of-Mosquitoes-2738
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/
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Integrated Pest Management Program says “Researchers have shown that all these 

methods are of little or no value in repelling mosquitoes… Electric bug zappers that are 

used to kill pest insects are probably counterproductive because many of the insects 

caught by these traps are those that prey on mosquitoes.” 

 

So what should you do to get skeeters to scram? Start with the following steps: 

■ Since mosquitoes lay their eggs in water and larvae live in the water, remove or 

regularly drain objects that retain water. Empty trash cans and saucers beneath 

flowerpots. Clean gutters and other areas where water pools due to poor drainage. 

If you want to keep a birdbath or other water feature, you can add larvicide 

tablets, such as Mosquito Dunks; each treatment will remain effective for about a 

month, and these products are quite safe. 

■ The smoke from burning citronella candles will repel most mosquitoes (but only if 

there’s relatively little air movement). 

■ Consider screening in your porch or deck. 

■ To keep mosquitoes out of your home, maintain window screens and doors, and 

close doors quickly upon entry or exit. 

■ Consider personal repellents. The most effective personal repellents contain DEET, 

a commonly used but controversial chemical applied directly to human skin and 

clothing. However, DEET has been linked to toxic reactions ranging from skin 

disorders to seizures, and its use—especially on and by children—has been 

challenged. Insect repellents that contain 30 percent active-ingredient DEET are as 

effective as those with higher concentrations. 

■ Remain indoors in the early morning and evening when mosquitoes are most 

active. 

 

Mosquito dunks and chunks are available at the Braddock District Office (9002 Burke 

Lake Road, Burke). The office is open Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.   

 

Talent Up Fairfax 
Fairfax County is proud to introduce the Talent 

Up Fairfax Fund, an incentive program aimed at 
connecting employers with qualified talent while 

providing valuable work-based learning 

opportunities to County job seekers. 
 

Employers in Fairfax County often face challenges 
in filling entry to mid-level positions in IT, 

healthcare, sales, program administration and operations, accounting and finance and 
more. Talent Up offers a solution by matching businesses with qualified interns at no 

cost to the employer. Talent Up offers work-based learning internships at competitive 
wages aligning with employer needs. Employers who participate can benefit from up to 

https://ipm.ucanr.edu/
https://www.talentupfairfax.com/
https://www.talentupfairfax.com/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/economic-initiatives/talent-fairfax-fund
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$8,400 in savings per hire, as Talent Up covers wages and worker's compensation for 
the internship duration. 

 
For job seekers, Talent Up can offer a pathway to greater economic mobility. Talent Up 

internships offer paid work experience in high-demand occupations. Whether you're 
interested in IT, healthcare, finance, marketing, sales, trades or other fields, Talent Up 

can help you gain the skills and experience needed to succeed. 
 

Talent Up Fairfax is not just a recruitment tool; it's a win-win prospect for both 
employers and job seekers alike. Employers gain access to skilled talent for hard-to-fill 

positions, while job seekers could gain valuable experience and secure employment in 
high-demand industries. 

 
Want to learn more? Contact talentupfairfax@vcwnorthern.com 

 

 
 

 
 

Monthly Message from Braddock District School Board 

Representative Rachna Sizemore Heizer 
Dear Braddock neighbors –  
 

Greetings from your Braddock District school board 
member! Many thanks to Supervisor Walkinshaw 

for giving me this space to speak with you directly. 
I am honored to serve the Braddock District, my 

home for over two decades, after having served on 
the school board for the previous four years as an 

at-large member, including a year as chair and one 

as vice chair.  
 

As you already may have heard, the FCPS School 
Board recently approved the school budget for 

2024-25. Our focus continues to be on supporting 
our excellent teachers and staff with fair, 

competitive pay that is necessary for FCPS to be a 
world-class education system. Thanks to support 

from the Board of Supervisors, all FCPS teachers 
and staff will receive a 4 percent pay increase this 

coming year. We are glad to be able to maintain class sizes even with enrollment growth 
and changes in needs. We also expanded support for athletics and arts and funded more 

inclusive preschool. Check out more budget news here. 
 

As we round out this school year and enter into summer, I wanted to share that there 

are many fun options for our students to stay busy! I encourage you to look to FCPS 

Youth News 

mailto:talentupfairfax@vcwnorthern.com
https://www.fcps.edu/budget/budget-documents
https://www.fcps.edu/news/summer-learning-and-fun-students
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and the County Park Authority for a wealth of programs, camps and other 
opportunities to keep your kids moving and learning.  

 
Have a wonderful summer!  Be safe and healthy, and if I can be of help to you, please 

contact me at braddockconstituent@fcps.edu. 
 

 
 

Rachna 
 

Free FAFSA Clinics 
The Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) is available to 
all college students and is the first step toward receiving Pell 

Grants and other need-based assistance to achieve a college 

degree.  
 

College Access Fairfax is providing free assistance to 
students to complete the FAFSA over the summer. A 

complete schedule of these FAFSA completion clinics for 
students and parents is available on their website. 

 
In the 2023-2024 school year, the Department of Education rolled out a revised FAFSA 

form, which was intended to be simpler. However, for many FCPS students, the new 
form has been problematic. Thousands of students who should have filed the FAFSA 

were unable to do so because of issues with the form, especially the on-line version. The 
problems mainly affected the most vulnerable population, first generation college 

attenders with one or both parents who are non-citizens. PELL grants are critically 
important for them to be able to achieve a college education and, ultimately, more 

economic opportunity. 

 

 
 

 

Environmental Excellence Award Nominations 

Now is the time to nominate a person, business, or 

organization who deserves recognition for the work they 
do to protect our environment for a 2024 

Environmental Excellence Award. 
 

Each year, the Environmental Excellence Awards 

recognize the best examples of leadership and service 
to protect and enhance the natural world in Fairfax 

County. The awards celebrate accomplishments by 
individual County residents, organizations, businesses, 

and County employees who do one or more of the 
following: 

Environment & Parks News 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes
mailto:braddockconstituent@fcps.edu
http://www.collegeaccessfairfax.org/
http://www.collegeaccessfairfax.org/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/63a0b41dbcf44836a43fb5deeb94fd4c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/63a0b41dbcf44836a43fb5deeb94fd4c
http://www.collegeaccessfairfax.org/
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■ Advance or support the County’s environmental goals and policies. 

■ Dedicate personal time and expertise beyond normal fiscal or civic responsibilities. 

■ Demonstrate leadership, acting as role models for others. 

 

The awards are administered by the Environmental Quality Advisory Council on 
behalf of the Board of Supervisors with support from the Office of Environmental and 

Energy Coordination. Nominees’ achievements should have occurred between June 1, 
2023 - May 31, 2024, or over a period that includes a portion of this time frame. 

Submit a nomination by June 9! 
 

Fairfax County Solar Switch 101 
Looking to go solar? Look no further! 
Join Fairfax County's Office of 

Environmental and Energy Coordination 
and Solar United Neighbors in-person at 

Kings Park Library (9000 Burke Lake 

Road, Burke) on Tuesday, June 11, from 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. for Solar Switch 101! 

 
They’ll guide you through the intricate 

world of solar technology, economics, 
financing options, and more.  

 
Plus, you’ll gain invaluable insights into 

the ongoing Solar Switch initiative 
currently sweeping across DC, Maryland, 

and Virginia. 
 

Learn more on Solar United Neighbors’ website. 
 

Monticello Park Shade Ribbon Cutting 
Join Braddock District Supervisor James 

Walkinshaw on Wednesday, June 12, at 5:00 
p.m. at Monticello Dog Park (5314 Guinea Road, 

Fairfax) to celebrate the new shade trees and 
shade structures with a Ribbon Cutting 

Ceremony. 
 

There will be a brief ceremony near the dog 
park, a lemonade social, dog treats, raffle prizes, 

and special giveaways. 
 

Please RSVP by June 10 to 
andrea.lewis@fairfaxcounty.gov. Read more about the project on FCPA’s website. 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/environmental-quality-advisory-council/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/63a0b41dbcf44836a43fb5deeb94fd4c
https://bit.ly/solarswitch101-june-24
https://bit.ly/solarswitch101-june-24
mailto:andrea.lewis@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2024/stay-cool-summer-monticello-dog-park-shades
https://bit.ly/solarswitch101-june-24
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2024/stay-cool-summer-monticello-dog-park-shades
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Charge Up Fairfax Application Window Open Until June 30 
Community associations in Fairfax County interested in 
installing electric vehicle charging stations for their residents 

can now apply for technical assistance and partial 
reimbursement through the Charge Up Fairfax program. 

 
Electric vehicles, or EVs, are better for the environment and 

less expensive to fuel and maintain than gas-powered 
vehicles. The convenience of at-home charging makes EV ownership more practical, but 

that can be a barrier for residents of community associations who may not have access 
to power near their parking spaces. 

 
Charge Up Fairfax helps community associations —including HOAs, condominiums, 

clusters, and co-ops —overcome those barriers by providing both technical assistance 

and financial support. Communities accepted into the program will receive a site visit 
and assessment from an engineering firm, paid for by the County. If the community 

association decides to proceed with the purchase and installation of Level 2 EV charging 
stations, they’ll hire a contractor to perform the necessary permitting, electrical 

upgrades, installation of equipment, and final inspection.  
  

Following installation, communities can receive a reimbursement grant for one-third of 
eligible expenses. For communities in certain equity-designated areas, a new grant-only 

option is available to community associations ready to install charging stations and in 
need of financial support. They may be eligible for up to $12,000. 

 
Up to eight community associations will be accepted into the program during this 

application period, which runs through June 30. Another application period will open in 
the fall. 

 

Communities should prepare to apply now by surveying residents, identifying charging 
locations, and reviewing governing documents and funding options. More details about 

how to take those steps is included on the Charge Up Fairfax webpage. 
 

FLAP’s June Events 

More information on all FLAP events can be found on FLAP’s website 
or Eventbrite page. Unless otherwise noted, contact Mary Keeser at 

president@flapaccotink.org with questions. 
 

Monthly Clean-Up 
Join FLAP for their Monthly Park Clean-Up on Sunday, June 9, from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

at the Lake Accotink Marina (7500 Accotink Park Road, Springfield). 
 

Pollinator Garden  
Join FLAP and work alongside their experts as they care for the pollinator plants, 

watering, and clean-up the pollinator garden on Sunday, June 9, from 10:30 a.m. – 

12:00 p.m. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/charge-up-fairfax
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/charge-up-fairfax
https://flapaccotink.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-lake-accotink-park-flap-30982206873
mailto:president@flapaccotink.org
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/opp_details/184796
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/exploring-the-pollinator-garden-at-lake-accotink-park-tickets-602955404847
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/opp_details/184796
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/charge-up-fairfax
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DPWES Update on Lake Accotink Efforts 
The Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES) has provided this 
update on the progress that has been made regarding Lake Accotink: 

 
As requested in the Preservation of Lake Accotink Joint Board Matter (Board Matter), 

presented and approved by the Board on January 23, 2024, the DPWES Lake Accotink 
project team is moving forward with three concurrent efforts to support the Lake 

Accotink project. These include a sedimentation study, dam assessment (supported by 
DPWES), and feasibility study for a smaller lake option as identified in the Task Force’s 

findings. Since the dam is owned by the Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA), the 
assessment of the dam is being led by FCPA with support from DPWES. All efforts will be 

supported by a robust and inclusive outreach and engagement plan. 
 

The Accotink project team has continued working with an interdisciplinary team of 

County staff, United States Geological Survey (USGS) staff, and team of consulting 
engineers, scientists, and professionals to define the scope and appropriate approach for 

this important next phase. Status of the concurrent efforts are summarized below: 
 

1. Sedimentation Study 

■ Status Update: The Accotink team has completed scope development with 
USGS and supporting consultant teams. Proposals are under final review.  

■ Next Steps: The Accotink team will request Board of Supervisors approval, 

which is anticipated to be provided in July, to move forward with an agreement 

with USGS to complete the defined scope. Additionally, the Accotink team 
anticipates completing final negotiations and approving the consultant team 

task order supporting the sedimentation study in June. 
 

2. Lake Accotink Dam Assessment 

■ Status Update: FCPA has identified an adequate funding source to support the 
Lake Accotink Dam Assessment. FCPA, with support from DPWES, are actively 

coordinating the scope of work with the selected consultant team supporting 

the dam assessment. 

■ Next steps: The Accotink team will continue to work with the consultants to 
finalize an appropriate scope of work and negotiate and finalize a task order.  

 
3. Feasibility Study 

■ Status Update: The Accotink team has retained previous consultant support for 

the feasibility study and completed contractual updates. The Feasibility Study 

scope of work and timeline is currently under review.  

■ Next steps: The Accotink team will finalize revisions to scope of work and 
timeline with the consultant team and share for public input before authorizing 

the work. It is anticipated that the scope of work will be posted for public input 
in July.  

 
4. Outreach/Engagement  
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■ Status Update: The Accotink team has selected a consultant to support the 

robust and inclusive outreach and engagement plan efforts needed for this 
project. Necessary contracting work has been completed to allow for 

procurement of services. A draft scope of work was developed, reviewed, and is 
under revision by the Consultant.  

■ Next Steps: Following revision and any necessary coordination, the scope of 

work will be finalized, negotiated, and routed for approval in July.  

 
The Accotink project team is excited to be wrapping up the necessary 

scoping/contracting efforts and to begin this important next phase of work to preserve 
Lake Accotink. 

 

Clean Fairfax June Updates 
Summer is here and Clean Fairfax is looking forward to gathering 

with family and friends for a barbecue or picnic! 
 

Many of us are in the habit of having disposable plates, cups, 
plastic wraps, and food containers. We see ads showing how easy 

and low fuss they are. Products are portrayed as recyclable or 

compostable. The truth is that very, very few single-use plastics 
are recycled (if they even make it to a recycling bin). However, we 

can all make a difference in “Turning Off the Tap” of plastic pollution by rethinking our 
reliance on single-use products. 

 
A few ways you can reduce waste: 

■ Skip the plastic wrap – Carry food to your event in a reusable container made of 

glass, metal, or silicone. Try a bento box, Mason jar, or Pyrex with a leak-proof lid. 

■ BYOC: Bring Your Own Cup – Instead of those red plastic cups that get used 

once and then thrown away, ask everyone to bring along one large container of 
your beverage of choice and let folks fill their bottle from it, over and over. If you 

can’t get away from providing cups, look into aluminum cups - they are reusable 
and infinitely recyclable. 

■ Take your scraps home. You’re probably going to have to carry out a trash bag 

full of dirty plates, bowls, napkins, and silverware anyway, so why not invest in a 
reusable set that can be washed and reused next time instead of having to buy 

more? Scrape food scraps into a bag or pail and compost it when you get home. 

■ Make or buy a set of reusable paper towels or napkins. Check out Virginia 

Mercantile for local sourcing. Did you know that you can learn to sew at 
NOVALabs, a fun maker space in Fairfax? You can also rent a sewing machine 

from JoAnn Fabrics and turn that old flannel sheet into dozens of hemmed 
reusable cloths! 

 
Don’t get bogged down in sustainable perfectionism - tackle one thing at a time. Habits 

take effort to change! Enjoy your next al fresco gathering even more knowing that you 
are doing something positive for the planet. 

https://cleanfairfax.org/
https://cleanfairfax.org/2023/09/27/environmental-news-round-up-compostable-caveats/
https://www.vamercantile.com/
https://www.vamercantile.com/
https://www.nova-labs.org/
https://www.nova-labs.org/
https://www.joann.com/machine-rental/
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Fireflies Light Up the Summer Night Sky 
The transition from spring to summer brings the enchanting light show of 
fireflies, also known as lightning bugs, to the evening skies. These fascinating 

insects use bioluminescence to attract mates, with males emitting a distinctive 
green flash. Firefly eggs and larvae also glow. However, despite their beauty, 

fireflies are declining due to light pollution, pesticide use and habitat loss. 
The good news is that you can attract fireflies to your yard by following these tips: 

■ Plant Native Plants – These help retain soil moisture and provide food and 

shelter for fireflies. 

■ Eliminate Invasive Plants – Replacing invasive plants with native species helps 

attract insects that fireflies eat, such as slugs and snails. 

■ Retain Leaf Litter – Fireflies need moist leaf litter to breed. Leave sections of 
fallen leaves in your yard to support their lifecycle. 

■ Reduce Outdoor Illumination – Fireflies are attracted to darker areas for 

finding mates. Even small amounts of light can negatively impact their ability to 

reproduce. 
 

After making your yard firefly-friendly, contribute to citizen science by reporting your 
sightings at the Firefly Atlas website. Learn more on FCPA’s website. 

 
 

 
 

Learn about food trucks in the Department of Code Compliance’s (DCC’s) June Code 
Compliance Corner. 

 

Whether you’re a foodie or just love 
convenience, lots of us stop by a food truck 

while enjoying a warm day. A food truck may 
not be the right fit everywhere, so the 

County limits where food trucks can operate 
to keep you safe while grabbing a bite.  

 
Food trucks are only able to operate in 

certain places, most notably to ensure they locate where there is adequate parking and 
space to gather around the truck. Here is some information about the types of locations 

and associated regulations: 

■ Food trucks can apply to seek approval to operate as a “mobile food vendor” on a 

Park Authority property.  

■ To operate on commercially or industrially zoned properties, or nonresidential 
parts of planned district zoned properties (i.e. mixed-use developments), the 

Zoning Administration Division requires approval of a Food Truck Location 
Permit. Up to three food trucks can simultaneously operate and there are site-

specific and operational use standards that must be met for both permits. 

Compliance Corner 
 

https://www.fireflyatlas.org/
https://ourstoriesandperspectives.com/2023/05/17/fireflies/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/june-2024-code-compliance-corner
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/june-2024-code-compliance-corner
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/food-truck-business-guide
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/mobile-vending/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/food-trucks
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/permits
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/june-2024-code-compliance-corner
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■ Through the Health Department, food trucks can seek an agreement to allow 

them to operate on sections of five public streets. For concerns about food trucks 
in public streets without permission, contact the Police at (703) 691-2131, TTY 

711. 

■ Open-air food stands – like those selling fruit or other goods from pickup trucks or 

cars with folding tables – are generally not considered food trucks and are not 
approved to operate in Fairfax County. 

 
A Health Department Food Establishment Permit is required for all food trucks, as is a 

Solicitors License, issued by the Department of Cable and Consumer Services. 
Information about food trucks is also available in the Department of Code Compliance 

(DCC) Food Trucks flyer. 
 

If you have concerns, the Department of Code Compliance is here to help – if you 
have questions, want to make a report, or if you are the subject of enforcement and 

need to contact DCC. You can report problems online, learn about what happens 
during an investigation, reach DCC via email, by calling (703) 324-1300 | TTY 711, 

or visit DCC in person at their office (12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 1016, 
Fairfax). 

 
 

 

 

Monument Garage Opening  
The Fairfax County Department of Transportation is delighted 
to announce the grand opening of Monument Garage, a 

pivotal addition to Fairfax County’s infrastructure.  
 

The garage is convenient to the I-66 Express lanes. This 
state-of-the-art facility features 820 free parking spaces, 

access to over 20 bus routes, rideshare lines, and secure 
bike storage. The Garage is part of Fairfax Connector 

Services’ project to connect Centreville, Chantilly, and the 
Vienna Metrorail to Tysons and Franconia. 

 

Monument Garage symbolizes the County’s commitment to enhancing commuter 
experiences, reducing traffic congestion, and fostering sustainable mobility solutions. 

 
Parking is available at 12113 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.  

 

Provide Your Feedback on Recommendations from FCDOT’S 

Route 29 Corridor Study 
The Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) held a second public meeting 

on the Route 29 corridor, between Buckleys Gate Drive/Summit Drive near the Fairfax 
County Parkway on the west and Jermantown Road at the line with the City of Fairfax on 

the east, on June 5. At this meeting, FCDOT summarized feedback from the first 

Transportation Updates 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/sites/health/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/forms/ehf65-mobile-vending-zoning-agreement.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/permits/mobile-food-unit
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/csd/regulation-licensing/canvassers-peddlers-promoters-solicitors
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/assets/documents/pdf/food_trucks.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapApplyDisclaimer.aspx?module=Enforcement&TabName=Enforcement&TabList=Home%7C0%7CBuilding%7C1%7CEnforcement%7C2%7CEnvHealth%7C3%7CFire%7C4%7CPlanning%7C5%7CSite%7C6%7CZoning%7C7%7CCurrentTabIndex%7C2
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/about-us
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/about-us
mailto:codecompliance@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/park-and-ride
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/park-and-ride
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meeting and survey conducted 
earlier this year and presented 

recommendations for long-term 
intersection improvements and 

modifications to address pedestrian 
and bicycle comfort and safety as 

well as vehicular operational 
efficiencies. The videos and 

presentations from both community 
meetings are available on the Route 

29 study webpage. 
 

The top pedestrian/bicycle concern presented by the community was the need for 
continuous sidewalks and shared-use paths along this 2.9-mile segment of the Route 29 

corridor. Many participants also cited the need for wider sidewalks and paths to 

accommodate both cyclists and pedestrians, as well as better separation between the 
sidewalk and road to increase comfort. Others commented that the service road along 

the south side of Route 29 creates conflicts between traffic and pedestrians/cyclists. 
FCDOT acknowledged the need for improved maintenance on the shared-use path on the 

north. 
 

FCDOT found that all intersections along this corridor need improvement. Long delays 
for making left turns topped the list of intersection concerns cited by the community. 

Short turning lanes at the Shirley Gate Road/Waples Mill Road and Route 29 intersection 
were called out, as was vehicle-pedestrian conflict at both the Jermantown Road/Rust 

Road (Walmart) and Lowe’s intersections. To address these, FCDOT has recommended 
corridor-wide pedestrian/bicycle improvements, including: 

■ Adding a crosswalk at all legs of intersections, or wherever a segment is missing 

■ Pulling crosswalks back where feasible to shorten the crossing distance 

■ Providing a pedestrian push button for all crosswalks 

■ Providing sufficient time for pedestrians to cross at intersections 

■ Constructing missing segments of sidewalks/shared-use paths 

 
FCDOT has also proposed changing lane geometry at several intersections to improve 

traffic flow. An additional left turn lane would be added on northbound Shirley Gate Road 

and southbound Monument Drive by using existing VDOT right-of-way. Left turns and 
through traffic would be prohibited from Stevenson Street and Via Drive at the Lowe’s 

intersection to reduce conflict; traffic would instead be routed to the signalized 
intersection at Jermantown Road/Rust Road. FCDOT found that making these changes 

would significantly reduce delays at intersections along this segment of Route 29. 
 

Interchanges with grade separation had been planned at Legato Drive, Monument Drive, 
and Shirley Gate Road/Waples Mill Road. FCDOT anticipates that the proposed at-grade 

intersection changes will significantly reduce queuing and delays, and eliminate the need 
for large and costly interchanges. They recommend removing them from the plan. 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/route29
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/route29
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/route29
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A second public survey is now open for the community to provide feedback on these 
proposed improvements. Your responses will help VDOT finalize their recommendations. 

If you live near or travel through this segment of Route 29, you are encouraged to 
participate in the survey. It will close at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, June 21. A final report with 

recommendations to help inform the Fairfax County Comprehensive Transportation Plan 
is anticipated later this summer. 

 

Metro’s Better Bus Network 
Metro recently launched the Proposed 2025 Better Bus 

Network which incorporates extensive input and represents Metro's 
commitment to improving service and connections using the 

resources available today. 
 

This network prepares Metro for the future by creating building 

blocks of the expanded bus network the region deserves, serving recent and planned 
growth areas, and providing more frequent all-day, all-week service. The network also 

prepares Metro for the future by creating the building blocks for a Visionary Network 
that can be delivered as sustainable, predictable funding is made available. Explore the 

network. 
  

There are many ways to provide input:  

■ Experience the network online by visiting the Better Bus Discovery Hub, an 
online space for you to explore maps and routes, play with a new trip 

planner, and share input in interactive ways. 

■ Attend one of Metro's events between now and July 15. There are numerous 

types of in-person or virtual events to choose from, including premiere 
Discover Days + Public Hearings. View the complete calendar. 

 
Visit Metro's website for a complete listing of events or to discover the Proposed 2025 

Better Bus Network and share your feedback online by July 15 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Meeting Held to Discuss Braddock Road Traffic Between 

Herend Place and Red Spruce Road 
On May 29, Supervisor Walkinshaw 

hosted a meeting to discuss traffic in 
the vicinity of Braddock Road and 

Burke Station Road, near the 
Department of Motor Vehicles’ (DMV’s) 

new Braddock Road Customer Service 
Center, Erickson Senior Living’s 

Woodleigh Chase development, and 
Arlington Partnership for Affordable 

Housing’s (APAH’s) Ilda’s Overlook 
development. Many community 

residents contacted our office about 
challenges navigating the intersection 

https://publicinput.com/s5732
https://betterbus.wmata.com/
https://betterbus.wmata.com/
https://betterbus.wmata.com/
https://betterbus.wmata.com/
https://betterbus.wmata.com/
https://betterbus.wmata.com/events
https://betterbus.wmata.com/
https://betterbus.wmata.com/share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Que_C5RUYvQ
https://betterbus.wmata.com/
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and getting in and out of nearby neighborhoods. This meeting provided an opportunity 
for them to explain their concerns directly to the entities involved, to senior staff from 

the Virginia Department of Transportation and the Fairfax County Department of 
Transportation, and to representatives from the offices of State Delegates Bulova, 

Cohen, and Helmer. You can view the meeting online. 
 

The primary concern raised by residents was the number of U-turns occurring on 
Braddock Road, either by people unfamiliar with the area or who are not using the 

signalized intersection, and the danger and disruption these movements pose. 
Suggestions included better signage as to the location of the DMV, where to turn, and 

how to access westbound Braddock Road when exiting the DMV. Some residents 
encouraged adding a designated left turn phase to the signal from Burke Station Road 

and Woodleigh Chase. The lack of signage at Rec Center Drive was also mentioned. 
 

Michael Slavin from the DMV said that they are already working on both directional 

signage on Braddock Road to help customers find the facility more easily and clearer 
directional signage to help people safely leave the office. Other participants stated they 

were also taking notes and would be following up. We hope that all will work together to 
address the challenges along this stretch of Braddock Road. 

 
 

 

Financial Steps and Resources for Family Caregivers Virtual 

Workshop 
The Fairfax Area Agency on Aging’s Caregiver & Supportive Services invites the public to 

attend their virtual presentation that will explore financial responsibilities and decisions 

frequently required across the caregiving lifecycle and educate about information and 

tools available to help caregivers plan ahead. Participants will learn about common 

mistakes to avoid as well as the need for advanced care documents, family caregiver 

agreements, and tools for managing finances and expenses. Finally, attendees will learn 

about other resources to assist caregivers, including WISER’s Financial Caregiving Hub.  

 

The virtual workshop is on Wednesday, June 26, from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. For 

questions, contact Ayiguli.Saifuding@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (571) 407-6961. 

 

Free Learning Opportunities for Senior Citizens at GMU  
George Mason University offers senior citizens free opportunities 

to explore lifelong learning endeavors.  
 

Eligible Virginia residents ages 60 and older may enroll for credit in 
university courses through the Nondegree Studies Program without 

paying tuition. Eligibility is based on income. 

 
All senior citizens, 60 and older, may also audit (enroll but not receive credit) classes for 

free. Learn more on Mason’s website. 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Que_C5RUYvQ
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/ereg/Registration.aspx?groupID=1
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/Ayiguli.Saifuding@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://registrar.gmu.edu/topics/senior-citizen-waiver/
https://registrar.gmu.edu/topics/senior-citizen-waiver/
https://registrar.gmu.edu/topics/senior-citizen-waiver/
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Free Events at the Wellness Center for Older Adults 
4027B Olley Lane, Fairfax, VA | Hours of Operation: Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p. 

Program Descriptions

 

Birthday Celebration 

Happy Birthday, June 

babies! Join staff and day 

program individuals on 

the last Friday of the 

month for a cupcake! 

 

LLI Presentation 

A presentation by the 

Lifetime Learning 

Institute (LLI) of 

Northern Virginia will 

give a presentation on 

their services. 

 

LLI was created in 1996 

to provide people 55 and 

older with opportunities 

for continuing education, 

socialization, and travel. 

 

Creativity Leads to 

Wellness 

Join creative art 

sessions, every 

Wednesday, led by  

Sharon Fishel, a local 

artist from the McLean 

Project for the Arts. 

This class will focus on 

individuals discovering 

their creativity by 

working in the mediums 

of drawings, paintings, 

and mixed media 

collages. All materials are 

provided. 

 

Time Slips 

A creative engagement 

and storytelling to  

 

stimulate creativity and 

imagination. 

Memory Screenings 

Insight Memory Care 

Center offers free, 

confidential memory 

screenings and 

educational materials to 

people with concerns 

about their memory or 

who want to check their 

memory now for future 

comparison. Call to 

reserve a 30-minute 

appointment at (703) 

970-3601. 

 

Six Pillars of Brain 

Health 

https://llinova.org/
https://llinova.org/
https://llinova.org/
https://mpaart.org/
https://mpaart.org/
https://www.insightmcc.org/
https://www.insightmcc.org/
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Do you think you’re too 

old to grow additional 

brain cells? Think again! 

In AARP Virginia's Six 

Pillars of Brain Health 

program, presented 

virtually by AARP Virginia 

Community Ambassador 

Rebekah Dailey, 

attendees learn how to 

take charge of their brain 

health and improve their 

quality of life at any age. 

Throughout this 

interactive presentation, 

attendees share 

information about what 

they do to help keep 

their brains healthy. 

 

Movie Club 

This activity is centered 

around watching quality 

films and having a 

discussion following the 

movie. 

 

VCAA – Virtual Center 

for Active Adults 

Join live, interactive 

programs, and engage 

with other adults. *These 

online activities are 

streamed with in-person 

adaptations. For more 

information on the VCAA, 

visit bit.ly/NCSvcaa

 

Volunteer with RSVP-NV 
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program - 
Northern Virginia (RSVP-NV) is one of the 

core programs of AmeriCorps Seniors and 
is sponsored by Volunteer Fairfax. 

 
RSVP-NV mobilizes the skills and 

experience of its volunteers, aged 55+, to 
help meet community needs in Arlington 

County, Fairfax County, and the cities of Fairfax, Falls Church, and Alexandria. The 
program focuses on matching volunteers within the specific framework required through 

the AmeriCorps Seniors federal grant program. 
 

The various volunteer activities currently range from community food support, education 
success, transportation assistance and companionship for seniors, workforce 

preparation, capacity building, and emergency preparedness. 

 
Volunteers connect to opportunities that best match their interests, location preferences, 

and preferred time commitment and serve directly with one of the program’s 40 
nonprofit and community partners.  

 
Go to RSVP-NV's website to learn more and register. Contact Karen Coon, RSVP-NV 

Volunteer Specialist, for more information at (703) 403-5360 or 
kcoon@volunteerfairfax.org. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://states.aarp.org/virginia/
bit.ly/NCSvcaa
https://bit.ly/RSVPNova
mailto:kcoon@volunteerfairfax.org
https://bit.ly/RSVPNova
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Board of Supervisors Hearing on Application for Adult Day 

Care Facility Scheduled for June 25 
On May 22, the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of an application 

submitted by the Friends Health Care 
Team to operate an adult day care facility 

on the second floor of an existing office 
building at 8003 Forbes Place in 

Springfield. The property is located near 

the intersection of Forbes Place and Port 
Royal Road, south of the Ravensworth 

Shopping Center, and is zoned to the I-5 
District. 

 
The applicant previously operated adult 

day care within the Calvary Church of the 
Nazarene in Annandale and proposes relocating and enlarging its operation. According to 

their resubmission, the applicant is proposing to convert the second floor of the office 
building to adult day care use for up to 175 adults, with the other two floors of the 

building remaining occupied by office uses. Approximately 40 employees would be on 
site at any one time. Operating hours would be from 6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mondays 

through Saturdays.  
 

The applicant stated that there would be minimal traffic impact because most clients 

would arrive by buses or minivans. The daily impact is estimated at 80 trips. Two safe 
drop-off spaces for loading and unloading participants are proposed near the main 

building entrance. ADA-compliant curb ramps would be installed adjacent to these 
spaces, and a handrail would be installed along the sidewalk connecting the drop-off 

area with the main building entrance. Five accessible parking spaces would be located at 
the main entrance and two at the side entrance. 

 
The floorplan shows areas for indoor recreation and social interaction, including a 

kitchen, dining area, activity rooms, quiet rooms, sleeping rooms, a chapel, and 
administrative offices. A narrow outdoor recreation area is proposed in the eastern side 

Land Use & Development 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & HEARINGS 
 

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee Meeting 
• June 18 at 7:00 p.m. – Virtual 

 
Board of Supervisors Hearing on 8003 Forbes Place, Springfield 

• June 25 at 4:00 p.m. – Board Auditorium 
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yard between the building and the adjacent parking lot. It would be approximately 1,250 
square feet in area and include a deck with benches and railings for security. Native, 

non-invasive landscaping would be provided around the perimeter of the area. 
 

Both Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee members and Planning 
Commissioners expressed concerns about use of the second floor for a senior 

population, some of whom will be mobility or cognitively impaired. To address safety, the 
applicant plans to create a designated Area of Refuge with a two-hour fire safety rating 

for people who are unable to exit the building in case of emergency. The building is also 
fully sprinklered. In addition, the applicant has proposed multiple conditions to regulate 

ingress, egress, accessibility, and fire protection. The site plan will be subject to approval 
by the Fire Marshal, and the maximum number of approved participants may be lower 

than 175. 
 

Detailed information on the application is available on the PLUS website. If the record 

does not show up from this link, select the “Zoning” tab and enter the application 
number, SE-2023-BR-00015, in the search box on the right side. Click on the “Record 

Information” arrow on the left and then click on “Attachments” in the drop-down menu. 
The most recent documents are at the end of the list. Details on the application are 

typically in the “Statement of Justification,” and the “Special Exception Plat” shows the 
drawings.  

 
A hearing before the Board of Supervisors has been scheduled for Tuesday, June 25 at 

4:00 p.m. in the Board Auditorium. Testimony may be provided in person, by video, by 
phone, or in writing.  For details and submission deadlines, see the Speaker Sign Up 

Form. Anyone wishing to testify is encouraged to register in advance. 

 

Burke Health and Rehabilitation Center Seeks Expansion 
The Burke Health and Rehabilitation 

Center, located at 9640 Burke Lake Road, 
Burke, has applied to add 68 beds to the 

facility in an approximately 25,000-

square foot two-story addition. A 
rezoning from the R-1 to the R-3 District 

would be required to increase the floor 
area ratio, and a Special Exception 

Amendment would be necessary to 
permit modifications to previously 

approved site and development 
conditions to allow for the construction of 

a building addition. 
 

The existing 120-bed medical care facility offers short- and long-term post-surgery care, 
cardiac and stroke care, and other skilled nursing services to both the public and 

residents of the adjacent Heatherwood Retirement Community, through which it is 

https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC23&capID2=00000&capID3=013ZH&agencyCode=FFX&IsToShowInspection=
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk/speakers-form
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk/speakers-form
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accessed. The Center is located on a 7.65-acre parcel of land that is Zoned R-1 and 
contains Resource Protection Area, Environmental Quality Corridor, and floodplain.  

 
The proposed building addition would be attached to the southeast portion of the 

building where parking currently exists. Ten new parking spaces would be added, to be 
accessed by the existing travel aisle in front of the site. The total provided parking of 89 

spaces would exceed the minimum of 63 spaces that is required by the Zoning 
Ordinance. No other site changes are proposed.  

 
This application will be referred to the Health Care Advisory Board for a recommendation 

and report. It will also be reviewed by County staff. The applicant will present this 
application to the Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee at its June 18 

meeting. A Planning Commission hearing has tentatively been set for October 10. 
 

The full application, staff report, development conditions, and other information on this 

BZA case are available on the PLUS website. If the link doesn’t take you directly to the 
application, select the “Zoning” tab and enter the application number, RZ-2024-BR-

00001, in the search box on the right side. Click on the magnifying glass and you will 
see the application. Click on the “Record Info” arrow on the left and then click on 

“Attachments” in the drop-down menu. The most recent documents will be at the end of 
the list.  

 
 

Provide Input on Land Development Policies Through Plan 

Forward 
Fairfax County has launched Plan Forward, a 

comprehensive initiative to update its 1990 Policy 
Plan, which guides land use and development 

decisions. The Policy Plan covers elements such as 
land use, transportation, housing, environment, 

economic development, heritage resources, public facilities, human services, parks and 

Braddock District Land Use & 
Environment Committee Meeting 

 

The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee will hold a 
virtual meeting on Tuesday, June 18, at 7:00 p.m. The agenda will 

include a presentation on the Burke Health and Rehabilitation Center 
application and updates on other pending Braddock District land use 

cases and related proposals.  
 

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee meetings are 
open to the public and interested residents are encouraged to 

participate. Join online or by phone: (571) 429-5982, Phone 
Conference ID: 730 922 969#. 

 

https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=004NJ&agencyCode=FFX&IsToShowInspection=
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmQ4Yjc0MTItZDczYy00MzEwLWFkNjktNzJhODg3MWVjYTI4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c532aaa-4f05-4e8d-9655-9ace3db48ba8%22%7d
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recreation, revitalization, and visual and performing arts. The update is intended to 
integrate current County strategies such as One Fairfax and Resilient Fairfax into the 

Policy Plan and enhance residents’ quality of life by reflecting modern needs and values. 
 

Residents are encouraged to take part in the process through community meetings, 
focus groups, surveys, and ongoing feedback opportunities. Two in-person kick-off 

meetings and two virtual ones are scheduled during June. A survey is also available for 
residents to voice their opinions. 

 
Visit the Plan Forward website for more information and to help shape the future of 

Fairfax County. 
 

 

Cases Filed with the Board of Zoning Appeals 
The Fairfax County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and makes decisions on 
requests for variances (relief from specific zoning regulations such as lot width, building 

height, or minimum yard requirements) and Special Use Permits. It meets on 
Wednesdays beginning at 9:00 a.m. BZA meetings are aired live on the County 

government's cable TV Channel 16. Residents who have concerns about an application 
are encouraged to submit a letter for the record or testify at the hearing on the case in 

person, by telephone, or by pre-submitted video. For information on how to submit 
comments or testify, please visit the Board of Zoning Appeals website. These 

matters will not come before the Board of Supervisors but will be decided by the BZA. 
Staff reports are normally available online a week before the scheduled hearing. 

 
Access to information on BZA cases is available through the Planning and Land Use 

System, or PLUS. This system allows users to create and submit applications online, pay 
fees, track the status of applications, and receive electronic notifications. It also offers 

more information to the public than the previous system and does so in real time. Visit 

the PLUS website for more information on this land use platform. 
 

➢ Tyler W. & Jill G. Wolverton – 4717 Trotting Lane, Annandale 
SP-2023-BR-00201 

The applicants requested a reduction in setback requirements to allow a second 
story addition over an existing garage that would be 7.1 feet from the south side 

lot line. This application was approved by the BZA on May 8. Information, including 
a map of the site and staff report, may be found on the PLUS website.  

 
➢ Daniel K. & Arika J. Van Brunt – 5613 Heming Avenue, Springfield 

SP-2023-BR-00196 
The applicants are requesting a reduction in setback requirements based on errors 

in building location to permit: 1) an accessory structure (outdoor fireplace) 3.9 
feet from the northeast side lot line; 2) an accessory structure (shed) 3.0 feet 

from the northeast side lot line; and 3) an accessory structure (shed) 4.1 feet 

from the northeast side lot line. The BZA hearing on this application was 
administratively moved to July 17 due to an issue with hearing notices. 

https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/planforwardffx
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/channel_16_live_stream.htm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/plus
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC23&capID2=00000&capID3=03EV0&agencyCode=FFX


 
 

32 
 

Information, including a map of the site and staff report, may be found on the 
PLUS website.  

 
➢ Corey Brandt Dutko & Ryla Naweed Dutko, Trustees of the Dutko Family 

Revocable Trust – 5645 Ravenel Lane, Springfield 
SP-2024-BR-00012 

The applicants are requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 
addition (garage) 7.4 feet from the northeast side lot line. This application has 

been scheduled for a BZA hearing on June 12. Information, including a map of the 
site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website. 

 
➢ Laura Sossa and The Reggio-Inspired Day Home LLC – 5750 Heming 

Avenue, Springfield 
SP-2024-BR-00027 

The applicant is requesting approval to increase the maximum number of children 

in a home day care from 7 to 12 children. Hours of operation would be from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. There would be three employees, 

including the applicant. This application has been scheduled for a BZA hearing on 
June 12. Information, including a map of the site and staff report, may be found 

on the PLUS website. 
 

➢ Gonzalo Alberto Acha Garcia – 7517 Hamlet Street, Springfield 
SP-2022-BR-00132 

The applicant is requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 
addition (carport enclosure) 6.6 feet from the side lot line. The BZA hearing for 

this application has been rescheduled for June 26. Information, including a map of 
the site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website. 

 
➢ Yangxin Ou & Yu Tan – 4309 Holly Lane, Annandale 

VC-2024-BR-00006 

The applicants are requesting a Variance to allow an increase in permitted building 
height for a single-family detached dwelling above the allowable 35 feet in height. 

This application has been scheduled for a BZA hearing on July 10. Information, 
including a map of the site and staff report, when available, may be found on the 

PLUS website.   
 

➢ Victoria Tringali – 5507 Ravenel Lane, Springfield 
SP-2024-BR-00067 

The applicant is requesting modifications to the provisions for the keeping of 
animals to allow 8 chickens on this 0.24-acre property. This application has been 

scheduled for a BZA hearing on September 11. Information, including a map of the 
site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website. 

 
 

If you have questions regarding these land use cases or any other issues of concern to 

you, please email braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov or call the Braddock District office at 
(703) 425-9300.  

https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC23&capID2=00000&capID3=03CP0&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=005L5&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=00H0V&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC22&capID2=00000&capID3=00B4Q&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=00HHG&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=012CP&agencyCode=FFX
mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov

