Sraddock Beacon

James R. Walkinshaw
BraddockiDistrict Supervisor:

Volume 17 | Issue 4
4.4.2025
Dear Neighbor,

April is National Volunteer Month, and I hope you'll find an opportunity to give back to
our community with one of the hundreds of organizations in our County!

A variety of opportunities are available through Fairfax County and Volunteer
Fairfax. With Fairfax County, you can lend your time to:

B Animal Shelter m Park Authority

B Department of Family Services H Storm Drain Education

m Library B Environment - Clean-Ups and
m Sheriff's Office Trees

Volunteering is the best way to give back, develop new skills, and get out in the
community to meet new people. It's also the ultimate exercise of democracy, allowing
you to “vote” everyday about the kind of community you want to live in. I hope you'll
consider giving time this month to a cause you care about that matters to you this
month!

Town Hall Recap & Budget Public Hearings

On March 27, I held the annual
Braddock Dlstrlct Budget Town Hall with
- County Executive Bryan Hill. The
recording is available on the Channel
16 website. I appreciated hearing from
those who emailed, called in or
commented on the proposals.

FY 2026
Advertised
Budget

There will be ample opportunities for
P S i public comment and testimony
throughout the process as we work toward adopting the Budget in May. We have
expanded the methods for residents to offer feedback on the Budget, including Public
Hearings April 22-24 in person, by phone or by video, email/phone feedback, and an
online survey. Visit the County News site to learn about ways to participate.



https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/volunteer_home
https://www.volunteerfairfax.org/
https://www.volunteerfairfax.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/volunteer
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/volunteer-and-donor-opportunities
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/volunteer
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/sheriff/volunteer-sheriffs-office
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/volunteer
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/storm-drain-education
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/volunteering
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/volunteering
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/channel-16/braddock-budget-town-hall-2025
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/channel-16/braddock-budget-town-hall-2025
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/take-survey-submit-feedback-fy26-budget-proposal
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget/fy-2026-advertised-budget-plan

Braddock Bark

Our most popular event of the year is
coming up! I look forward to seeing
you at the 4th Annual Braddock Bark
Dog Festival on Sunday, May 18,
2025, from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. at the
McLaren-Sargent Shelter at Lake
Accotink Park (5650 Heming Avenue,
Springfield).

As always, we'll have adoption
opportunities, activities for dogs,
tables and booths featuring local
businesses and non-profits, food
vendors, and more! All leashed dogs
are welcome.

I hope to see you and your canine
companions there, it’s sure to be a
paws-itively good time! You can get
more info on my Facebook page.

Yours in service,

" famaln )

Hosted b
Braddoc!
District
| Supervisor
James

l 4 PM | 5unday, May 18
McLaren Sargent Pavilion at Lake Accotink Park
5650 Heming Avenue, Springfield, VA

Join the paw—tay for free GCthItleS
&« Adoption Opportunities

@ Local pet non-profit
® & business booths

« Doggy Splash Zone

@« Food vendors & more!
In partnership with

All leashed dogs
are welcome!
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https://www.facebook.com/share/16E3GNr5aT/

Upcoming Events
Details on these events and more can be found in this edition of the Beacon or by

contacting braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov.

April 1-30 ... Arab American Heritage Month, National Child Abuse

Awareness Month, Earth Month, Sexual Assault Awareness Month, Distracted Driving

Awareness Month, Month of the Military Child

APl 7. World Health Day
APHIl 8. Repaving Public Meeting
Y o 1 o | 11 S P Palm Sunday
APHIl 6-12 . .. National Library Week
APl L 2-20 ..o e Passover
APl 13-10 L i e Holy Week
April14.......................... Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at Fire Station 40
April 15............. Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee Meeting
Tax Day

Y o 1 o e X < PP Good Friday
Y o 1 | 71 0 PP Easter
April 22 .................... Full Board Meeting (View 2025 Board Meeting Schedule)
Board Budget Public Hearing

Earth Day

APril 23 .. Board Budget Public Hearing
April 24. ... Board Budget Public Hearing
APHIl 19-27 . e National Park Week
April 21-25 ... International Dark Sky Week
April 24, Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom HaShoah)
April 25................. Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at FCAS’ Lorton Campus
Arbor Day

April 28-May 2 ... National Youth Violence Prevention Week



mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2025-board-meetings
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/fy26-budget-public-hearing-April-22
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/fy26-budget-public-hearing-April-23
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/fy26-budget-public-hearing-April-24

Walkinshaw in the Community

DEVELOPING NOW

SUPERVISOR JAMES WALKINSHAW
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1 Supervisor Walkinshaw at the Burke Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department / Fairfax
County Fire Station 14 Installation Ceremony on March 29

2 Supervisor Walkinshaw welcoming participants to the Patriot District Pinewood Derby
at the Government Center on March 1

3 Supervisor Walkinshaw talking with DC News Now about a letter the Board sent to the
Governor asking that the Commonwealth increases the maximum unemployment
benefits for federal employees on March 26

4 (L-R) Supervisor Walkinshaw, Franconia District Supervisor Lusk, and Dranesville
District Supervisor Bierman recognizing Flood Awareness Week on March 10




In March, Supervisor Walkinshaw also:

Met with members of the Fairfax County Federation of Teachers
on March 3

Was interviewed by members of the Youth Leadership Program on
March 6

Kicked off the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Walk for
Awareness at the Ravensworth Farm Swim Club on March 8
Visited the Hypothermia Shelter at Fairfax United Methodist
Church on March 10

Participated in a Manufactured Housing Roundtable on March 10
Joined local faith leaders to discuss the response to a graffiti
incident with WUSA 9 on March 17

Spoke at the Burke Centre Conservancy’s Annual Meeting on
March 17

Spoke at the George Mason Forest HOA's Annual Meeting on
March 18

Attended a Naturalization Ceremony at the Government Center on
March 20

Spoke at the Ravensworth Farm Civic Association Meeting on
March 20

Attended Sunday Service and an after-service luncheon at Burke
Presbyterian Church on March 23

Visited the Hypothermia Shelter at Burke United Methodist Church
on March 24

Spoke at the Briarwood HOA Meeting on March 25

Was interviewed by DC News Now about the Board’s letter to
Governor Youngkin to increase the maximum unemployment
benefits for federal employees on March 26

Held a Budget Town Hall with County Executive Bryan Hill on
March 27

Attended the Commission for Women’s Annual Women'’s History
Month Breakfast on March 28

Celebrated the life of former Mount Vernon Supervisor Gerry
Hyland on March 28

Joined the Fairfax Library Foundation to celebrate their 30th
Anniversary on March 29



https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/crime/vandalism-church-fairfax-county-burk-prebyterian-virginia/65-5364ba0a-1c3d-412b-93b5-8bc11ba4d80f
https://www.dcnewsnow.com/news/local-news/virginia/fairfax-county/fairfax-county-calls-for-increase-to-unemployment-benefits-for-fired-federal-workers/

Citizens of the Month

Robinson Secondary School Class of 1984

April’s Citizens of the Month are the alumni of Robinson Secondary School Class of 1984!

Becky Reilly served as Chair of the planning committee for Robinson’s 40th high school
reunion. She resides in the Braddock District and many of her fellow alumni have
remained in the area. As they were planning the event last year, the alumni noted how
fortunate they were to have been a part of Fairfax County Public Schools and agreed
that they’d like to give back in some way. They reached out to Educate Fairfax, an
organization with direct ties to current school leadership and which could serve as a
donor conduit.

The group worked with
Educate Fairfax and
Robinson Principal Tracey
Phillips to determine the
needs of the students.
They wanted to ensure
that the contribution
would go to something
that would benefit the
whole school population.
Ms. Phillips identified the
need to keep up their
outdoor café, a feature
that was funded during
the COVID-19 pandemic
and continues to be a
popular amenity today.

In the lead-up to and ; ey :

throughout the Robinson Class of 1984 reunion, Becky and her fellow alumn| raised the
funds to support Robinson, ultimately bringing in $3,000 for improvements to the café!
Becky and community members presented the check to Principal Phillips, Robinson
Rambassadors, and cheerleaders on March 6.

For their commitment to continue supporting the students attending Robinson,
Supervisor Walkinshaw is proud to name the Robinson Secondary School Class of 1984
as the April 2025 Citizens of the Month!

Do you know a Braddock District resident, or a group of residents, who should be recognized as our Citizen of the
Month? Nominate them today!



https://www.educatefairfax.org/
https://bit.ly/2024cotm

Seasonal Items

Child Abuse Prevention Month

Fairfax County is observing Child Abuse Prevention Month this April, and the theme
is "Our Future Matters — Stronger Families, Thriving Community.”

This April, the County is sharing the five protective factors that help reduce family
stress, trauma, and adversity, as well as practical tips and strategies to help parents and
caregivers deal successfully with life’s challenges and create a nurturing environment for
their children.

The work the Department of Family Services does to strengthen families and prevent
abuse and neglect impacts our entire County regardless of zip code. You can help raise
awareness by planting a pinwheel garden, attending the BOS proclamation on April 22,
or sharing social media content and graphics.

Fairfax Launches Resource and Service Site
Thousands of County residents and their families are, or will
likely be, affected by the federal government’s plan to
significantly downsize the federal workforce. The County has a

variety of resources and services that can help former Federal
federal employees, contractors, and anyone else affected by Workforce

job loss.

Resource Hub

Federal Representatives

Each member of Fairfax County's Congressional Delegation
has provided access to resources, including the opportunity for federal employees to
anonymously report abuses of power, review employment rights/civil service law, and
understand whistleblower protections. If you or someone you know is a federal
employee, review and share these resources, and subscribe to your federal
representatives’ newsletters to stay informed:

B Senator Mark Warner m Congressman Don Beyer
= Resources = Resources
= Newsletter = Newsletter
B Senator Tim Kaine B Congressman Gerry Connolly
= Resources = Resources
= Newsletter = Newsletter

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority

As the employment landscape is shifting in the Greater Washington region, find a job in
Northern Virginia - your skills and experience are valuable, and companies are looking
to hire YOU.



https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/children-youth/child-abuse-prevention/child-abuse-prevention-month
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=resources-for-federal-employees
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsletter0
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/federalworkers
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/contact/newsletter
https://beyer.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=6378
https://beyer.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=3
https://connolly.house.gov/constituent-services/resources-for-federal-workers.htm
https://connolly.house.gov/forms/emailsignup/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/

Actions to Take to Find a Job and Get Hired:
1. Browse 47,000+ open positions with companies currently looking to hire YOU
in Northern Virginia.
2. Visit your local Virginia Career Works Career Center or make a virtual

appointment.
3. Connect with Fairfax County’s One-stop Employment Resources Center
services.

Join a Weekly Webinar to Stay Informed

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority will host a free, weekly webinar
designed to connect job seekers with the resources they need to find a job in Northern
Virginia. Whether you are looking for a job or supporting displaced staff, these sessions
are packed with valuable insights on actions to take to get re-employed. View how to
register here.

NOVA Launches Training Opportunity for Recently

Unemployed Federal Workers and Contractors

Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA) is
stepping up to support recently unemployed federal
workers and contractors with the launch

: of NOVAnext - a $1 million scholarship initiative

1 designed to help individuals transition into their next
careers.

This program provides access to free courses, including IT certifications, program
management, HR, entrepreneurship, and Generative Al. Participants will also benefit
from resume writing and job search workshops to better equip them for the job market.

Key Details:

Up to $1 million in scholarships available

14 courses designed to build skills for industry-recognized certifications
Self-paced, online entrepreneurship courses

Free resume & job search workshops

This is an incredible opportunity for individuals affected by recent employment
disruptions to upgrade their skills and secure new career paths.

Eligibility:

€ Must have been laid off after February 1, 2025
@ Reside within the NOVA service area

@ Complete an online application

Apply today or learn more.



https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://fairfaxcountyeda.org/are-you-looking-for-a-job-were-here-to-help/
https://fairfaxcountyeda.org/are-you-looking-for-a-job-were-here-to-help/
https://www.nvcc.edu/about/news/press-releases/2025/New-NOVAnext-program.html
https://www.nvcc.edu/about/news/press-releases/2025/New-NOVAnext-program.html

Free Income Tax Preparation Assistance Available
Two programs are available to assist qualified residents with filing their tax returns.

AARP Tax-Aide Program AARP Foundation
The AARP Tax-Aide program provides free federal tax return

preparation and e-filing by volunteers certified by the IRS. The TAX_AI DE
eleven centers in Northern Virginia also prepare Virginia

returns. Counselors handle almost all forms of income, and work

with taxpayers to help them get all the deductions and credits for which they

qualify. Although the program has no income limits, Tax-Aide clients are generally low-
and middle-income taxpayers. You do not need to be an AARP member to participate.

Tax-Aide volunteers are available in Annandale from now until April 15 at the Mason
District Government Center (6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale). Their hours of operation
are:

B Monday/Thursday: 1:00 - 8:00 p.m.

B Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

B Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Call (703) 249-9961 or visit novataxaide.org for more details and a complete list of
locations.

VITA

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is a national program sponsored by the
IRS. Each tax season, VITA volunteers all over the country prepare
federal and state tax returns for low-income families — those making
$67,000 and less in 2024. Read more on instructions and locations.

Contact DFSVITA@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call (703) 533-5320.
April Shredding Events

Marian Homes
Local non-profit Marian Homes will host a shredding event on Saturday, April 5, at the
Nativity Parish (6400 Nativity Lane, Burke) from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Information about the shredding event can be found on Marian Homes' website.
Donations to Marian Homes will be accepted.

ECHO Shred and Share

The Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO) is hosting a Community Shred and
Share Event on Saturday, April 26, from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (or until trucks are full)
at Kirkwood Presbyterian Church (8336 Carrleigh Parkway, Springfield).

They will offer secure paper shredding and electronics recycling. ECHO asks that patrons
bring a donation of non-perishable canned or boxed foods, or personal hygiene items for
their food pantry. See the entire list of needs on ECHO's website.

9



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001re2bBxhsnipMk1DtDZgT7cw1paDiyZ0ehm1pTjcXrPudDf2YnsOIEgM7Sb512NwekpE4qqRF7ZY7aZXfOqfa10cfsck8aDIYApTNvKxqphreUfpISiSGOKJpbLc2uz6PofabMNzStdp9cHS96t-wZg==&c=Wvihqlv5SyIK0Szf7NMSKlwH_9zsmGxuEX-hYkUrzR6DyLEwym41Dw==&ch=wHcvkXA-R-U0Sqpoif9KiDbdSZuBYoO5JrOYHTUabOIntwTsZNruYA==
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/volunteer-income-tax-assistance
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/volunteer-income-tax-assistance
mailto:DFSVITA@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
http://www.echo-inc.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/volunteer-income-tax-assistance

Community News

Historic House Tours

The Burke Historical Society will lead free tours of the
historic house at Sunrise at Silas Burke House (9619 Burke
Lake Road, Burke) on Saturday, April 5, beginning at 10:30
a.m. The last tour will be at 12:15 p.m.

egistration is not required; contact Debra DelLoose at (571) 422-1226 with any
questions.

Legislative Town Hall

Delegate Kathy Tran will host a Virtual Legislative Town Hall on
Thursday, April 10, beginning at 7:00 p.m. She will give
updates following the General Assembly’s Veto Session.

You can register online. Contact her office at
DelKTran@house.virginia.gov if you have any questions.

HTTPS: / /BIT.LY /4-10-TOWN-HALL [

Animal Shelter Updates
£ A‘ Reduced Fee Vaccine & Microchip Clinics

As part of Fairfax County Animal Shelter's (FCAS) Pet Resource
Center, Fairfax County residents have an opportunity to

F~a vaccinate and microchip their pets without the cost of
- . . aveterinary exam.

All clinics are first-come first-served and are cash-only. The Animal Shelter has two
upcoming clinics:

B Monday, April 14 m Friday, April 25
= 9:00-11:00 a.m. = 9:00-11:00 a.m.
» Fairfax County Fire Station 40 = Lorton Campus (8875 Lorton
(4621 Legato Road, Fairfax) Road, Lorton)

For more information on upcoming dates or details, visit the FCAS website.

Leadership Fairfax Lunch & Learn: Effective Communication
Strong communication is the foundation of high-performing teams and thriving
workplaces. Join Leadership Fairfax on April 30 for an interactive Lunch & Learn on
Effective Communication.

The lunch is on Wednesday, April 30, from 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. in the
Leadership Fairfax Conference Room (8230 Old Courthouse Road,
Vienna) and is free for members and $10 for non-members. Register

today.



https://www.fxva.com/event/historic-house-tour/43805/
https://www.fxva.com/event/historic-house-tour/43805/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/padbVpp8QsCePSKcxPzZUQ?emci=11075f8e-4c08-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=aa85a1b7-4f08-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=36844142#/registration
mailto:DelKTran@house.virginia.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://secure.leadershipfairfax.org/np/clients/leadershipfairfax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=32
https://secure.leadershipfairfax.org/np/clients/leadershipfairfax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=32
https://secure.leadershipfairfax.org/np/clients/leadershipfairfax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=32
https://secure.leadershipfairfax.org/np/clients/leadershipfairfax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=32
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/padbVpp8QsCePSKcxPzZUQ?emci=11075f8e-4c08-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=aa85a1b7-4f08-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=36844142#/registration

Canterbury Woods Market
The Canterbury Woods Market is back for a 5th year of creativity, community, and
shopping fun!

Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 3, from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Canterbury
Woods Swim Club (5101 Southampton Drive, Annandale). The market is the place to
shop original, handcrafted, and one-of-a-kind goods and services.

Veterans’ Golf Classic

The Burke Jewish War Veterans Post 95 is hosting its 17th Annual Golf Classic with
Special Guest Carlton Kent (17th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps) on Monday, May
19, at the Medal of Honor Golf Club on the Marine Base at Quantico (3313 Fuller Road,
Triangle). Tee time is 9:00 a.m.

Sign-up is available online. Contact Dave Meyers with any questions at (703) 209-
5925 or DavidBmeyers21@gmail.com.

Capital Area Food Bank Launches Pop-Up Distribution Sites
The Capital Area Food Bank supports the large

. number of neighbors who have been impacted by
recent reductions in federal jobs and funding.
Beginning on Saturday, April 5, the food bank will be
holding new pop-up food distributions twice a week.

These pop-up distributions will offer pantry items and
CAPITAL ARE A freshproduce on Thursdays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
FOO D and Saturdays from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m., or while
supplies last each day. The Virginia distribution sites
can be found in the parking lots of:
B Giant (6364a Springfield Plaza, Sprindfield)
m Safeway (4215 Cheshire Station Plaza, Dale City)

Those in need of food assistance can learn more about these pop-up food distributions,
as well as how to access support at other times and locations, by going to Capital Area
Food Bank's website. Spread the word by sharing the link above, as well as the
times/locations of these new food distributions.

NotiCentro

The Office of Public Affairs is excited to announce the launch of NotiCentro, Fairfax
County’s new monthly Spanish-language newsletter. This initiative, a collaborative effort
of OPA’s Language Access Program and Digital Team, is designed to keep Fairfax
County’s Spanish-speaking community well-informed by delivering key County news,
events, activities, and resources directly to subscribers' inboxes.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F5101%2BSouthampton%2BDrive%2C%2BAnnandale%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CFrank.Anderson%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C0fa7674529cd407a0cf508dd67b182e3%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638780734271797133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dRxPeTzPCUdHIuJyMYdQyRFAyqEuOOZJ6wPnelJJ0Pw%3D&reserved=0
https://veteransgolfclassic.com/
mailto:DavidBmeyers21@gmail.com
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/capitalareafoodbank.org/dmv-help
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/capitalareafoodbank.org/dmv-help
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicaffairs/noticentro

Each edition of NotiCentro will feature updates and resources from County agencies in
Spanish, reinforcing our commitment to community engagement and access to
information.

You can explore the first edition of NotiCentro and subscribe via the links below.
B Subscribe in English B Suscribase en espaiiol

Youth News

April Message from Braddock District School

Board Representative Rachna Sizemore Heizer
Greetings Braddock friends and neighbors - First, thank you the
taxpayers, and Braddock Supervisor James Walkinshaw, for funding
our schools and helping them to be some of the best in the country,
providing about 70% of our school’s budget, covering for the state
underfunding. I am proud that we have some of the best outcomes ; AND
across the state. Every month we see students and staff winning O\f
awards for their superb research and dedication to students. I want o kt'/
to provide you with some documents on the budget so you are well informed - the FY

2026 Budget Toolkit, Budget Documents from previous years, the FCPS FY 26
Advertised Budget, and the Fairfax County FY 26 Advertised Budget.

I look forward to working with Supervisor Walkinshaw to ensure we pursue the goals of
One Fairfax and prioritize FCPS in the budget during these challenging times. Not only
are our schools educating our future, they are the center of our community, hosting over
500,000 non-school events, and often the reason people move to and stay in Fairfax.

Thanks also to the Braddock community members who have been engaged with the
Boundary Review and School Start Time conversations. Listening to community
members’ concerns has been very useful in adjusting how I advocate the details of each
proposed plan. I will continue to pursue methods which disrupt as few students and
families as possible while maintaining great outcomes for our schools. For more

information, please see the March 26th Boundary Meeting Notes and the February
18 Middle School Start Time presentation.

Finally, I want to invite you to see as many of the great local high school theater
programs as you can this spring - I'm always impressed at how talented our
students are. Lake Braddock, Robinson, Annandale, West Springfield, and Fairfax are
among many schools with upcoming shows.

Yours very truly,

nAg_~
Rachna
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https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/VAFAIRFAXCOUNTY/bulletins/3d9d920
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VAFAIRFAXCOUNTY/subscriber/new?topic_id=VAFAIRFAXCOUNTY_233
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VAFAIRFAXCOUNTY/signup/44029
https://www.fcps.edu/fy-2026-budget-toolkit
https://www.fcps.edu/fy-2026-budget-toolkit
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/leadership/budget-finance/budget-documents
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/budget#fiscal-year-fy-2026-advertised-budget
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/budget#fiscal-year-fy-2026-advertised-budget
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget/fy-2026-advertised-budget-plan
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Month of the Military Child and Purple Up! Day
Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) honors and celebrates its military-
connected youth in April, the Month of the Military Child and on Purple
Up! Day! Due to schools being out for spring break, Virginia will
celebrate Purple Up! Day on Wednesday, April 9. Purple Up! Day is a
special day for communities to come together and wear purple as a
visible gesture of support for our military-connected youth and their families. The color
purple symbolizes the combined colors of all branches of the military. For more
information and/or to connect with FCPS resources, email militaryfamilies@fcps.edu.

=0OF THE=
MILITARY

The April 2025 Month of the Military Child theme is “Celebrating Military Children and
Youth: Building Stronger Character and Relationships.”

Additional Activities and Resources:
B Month of the Military Child Toolkit - Military Child Education Coalition®
(MCEC®)
B 50 ways to Celebrate the Month of the Military Child - MCEC
E BLOOM: Empowering the Military Teen

How can you help?
PTA/PTSAs are a great resource to our military connected students.
B Dandelions are a symbol for military kids because like the flower, they can take
root and bloom anywhere!

B Fridays - Wear red to “remember everyone deployed.”

B Sign up for the Military Families FCPS News You Choose to receive information
on events, news, and other topics regarding military-connected families.

B Create a "10 things you should know about our school” list for new students and
families at your school and share with your school’s Family Liaison.

B There are 96 Purple Star Schools in FCPS! Ask your school about pursuing the
Purple Star Designation.

m Visit the FCPS Family Resource Center webpage for resources for military
families.

Conflict Resolution Youth Summit at GMU

The COI‘lﬂICt Resolutlon Youth Summit is a 4-day, 3-night experience where students
: 8. from across the country come together to learn about
mea  Peacebuilding from The Carter School at George Mason
%8 University from June 15-18.

It's a unique opportunity to learn from premier
peacebuilders and meet other students who share this
passion. Students can earn college credit by attending. The
program costs $750 ($650 if students want to attend but
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do not earn credit) and scholarships are available. Rising seniors, juniors, and
sophomores are encouraged to apply!

Learn more on The Carter School's website. If you have questions, contact Averi
Jordan.

Environment & Parks News

April Update on Lake Accotink Preservatlon FeaS|b|I|ty

Study

The Department of Public Works and
Environmental Services (DPWES) has been
working with an interdisciplinary team of
County staff, United States Geological Survey
(USGS) staff, and a team of consulting
engineers, scientists, and professionals
(referred to as the Accotink team) to support
the Smaller Lake Accotink Preservation
Feasibility Study. Below is an update on the
status of the concurrent efforts.

Sedimentation Study - Field monitoring and ORI s -
lake modeling is continuing. The Sedimentation Study team (lenoTech and USGS) has
developed a short video update to describe the work that is underway and their
progress to date.

Dam Assessment - While work began on the dam assessment, the Fairfax County Park
Authority (FCPA) found that the sluice gate was not able to close properly to allow the
dewatering of the stilling basin. The scheduled dam assessment operations had to be
postponed to allow divers to be called in to inspect the gate operating system. The
divers found that the stem is damaged, which will not allow the gate to be reliably
closed. FCPA staff are working with divers to determine the best fix for the stem and
operator so the gate can be closed. Once the gate is fully operational, the dam
assessment can continue.

Given the time of year, and not wanting to impact the opening of the lake for summer
recreation, FCPA plans to fix the sluice gate as soon as possible, then wait to perform
the dam assessment after boating operations have ended for the year, which is normally
at/around Labor Day.

Preservation Feasibility Study - The Preservation Feasibility Study scope and budget

are approved. The Notice to Proceed is in the process of being issued. After the Notice to
Procced is issued, the scope will be posted on the Community Engagement website.
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Outreach/Engagement - A draft Community Outreach and Engagement Work Plan for
2025 has been developed. This work plan will outline planned pop-up events and
community open houses. Upcoming pop-up events and meetings from this plan will be

posted on the Community Engagement website.

For additional information, including project background and previous studies, visit the
DPWES project website.

Wakeﬁeld Tenms and P|cklebaII Redevelopment Project

The Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) is

| improving the tennis and pickleball courts at

| Wakefield Park (8100 Braddock Road,

Annandale) to enhance playing conditions and

increase dedicated courts for pickleball. FCPA

will begin construction of the first phase this

month. The project includes converting one

| tennis court into four dedicated pickleball
\ courts, renovating and repairing other courts,

s and making related site improvements.

Construction will occur in
phases, with completion expected by Fall 2025, weather permitting. Some @'ﬂ"; @
courts will remain open, and signage will direct visitors to accessible areas. s
Please avoid designated construction zones and expect occasional
construction traffic.

SCAN ME

Scan the QR code or visit the Wakefield Tennis and Pickleball
Redevelopment webpage to learn more about the project. Comments and questions

can be sent to Parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Celebrate Earth Month by taking the Sustain Fairfax

Challenge

Earth Day, celebrated annually on April 22, is
— ) a gI_obaI event to demc_)nstrate support for

SUSTAIN FAIRFAX CHALLENGE [ »» &= environmental protection. You can join the

Aninteractive latformto hep you ke cimate actiont | . . effort to protect our planet — and support a

* Explore a curated selection of activities tailored healthier and more resilient Fairfax County -

to your household,

» Track your impact and progress over time, and : by joining the Sustain Fairfax Challenge.

* Find a wealth of resources from rebates to
how-to guides.

The new web-based platform makes it easy to

i W take everyday actions that address climate
N | itk ) change, improve health, and save money.

S”@“ : Some of the suggested actions include

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu ae sustainchallenge fairfexcounty. gov  Nmmm Conducting home energy assessments,

adjusting thermostats seasonally, replacing
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old light bulbs with energy-efficient LEDs, sealing air leaks and making the switch to
electric vehicles. Additionally, residents are encouraged to explore solar energy options
through group purchasing programs like Solarize Virginia and Switch Together.

By joining the challenge, participants can access personalized resources, connect with
their community, and make a positive impact on the environment. Fairfax County’s
Office of Environmental and Energy Coordination recently held a webinar to demo the
platform, and you can watch the recording on the County’s YouTube channel. Getting

started is simple - just visit sustainchallenge.fairfaxcounty.gov.

More Opportunities for Residents to Go Solar

Interested in letting the sun pay your bills? Two programs available to Fairfax County
homeowners - Switch Together and Solarize Virginia - are back for another round.

Fairfax County is pleased to support these group buying programs, which
help homeowners and small businesses secure a high-quality rooftop

solar installation at a lower price. Both programs make switching to A
solar a snap by offering: _ _ SOLARIZE
B A free assessment to find out whether your home is a good VIRGINIA
candidate for solar installation Presented by [l leap
m Bulk discounts on solar systems, at least 10% lower than . SWitCh

the regional average

B Access to a qualified solar installer, ongoing support and
no obligation to purchase.

together.

“Going solar can seem like an overwhelming and expensive process, but it doesn’t have
to be,” said John Morrill, Director of Fairfax County’s Office of Environmental and Energy
Coordination. “Through the power of group purchasing, Solarize and Switch Together
provide an excellent opportunity for residents to switch to clean, renewable energy.”
Learn More.

Compliance Corner

Did the freezing and thawing over winter leave your driveway damaged? Are you considering repairs or
expanding pavement to make more room for your household’s vehicles? Before starting any driveway
project, remember to check the Zoning Ordinance for coverage limitations that may apply to your
property. Read this month’s latest Code Compliance Corner.

Under the Zoning Ordinance, front yard coverage limitations apply on certain
residential properties. This affects how much driveway pavement can be in the front
yard. Below is a guide to help you find out if your property is subject to these
limitations.

You have to abide by a maximum front yard coverage if:
e your property is developed with a single-family detached dwelling;
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e your lot size is 36,000 square feet or less; and
e your property is zoned R-1, R-2, R-3, or R-4

If all of the above apply, the percentage of your front yard that can be surfaced area for
vehicle or trailer parking is:

e 25 percent if your lot is in the R-1 or R-2 District

e 30 percent if your lot is in the R-3 or R-4 District
This informational flyer is available as a resource for determining the zoning district
for your lot. Additional information, including what counts as surfaced area and
exceptions to these regulations, can be found on the Department of Code Compliance
(DCC) Yard Coverage flyer (see under Front Yard Regulations).

If you're seeking a contractor to repair or modify your driveway, the Department of
Cable and Consumer Services has a page with quick tips on hiring a contractor.

If you have concerns, the Department of Code Compliance is here to help. Contact
DCC if you have questions, want to make a report, or if you are the subject of
enforcement and need to contact DCC. You can report problems online, learn about
what happens during an investigation, reach DCC via email, by calling (703) 324-
1300 | TTY 711, or visit DCC in person at their office (12055 Government Center
Parkway, Suite 1016, Fairfax).

Transportation Updates

Paving and Restriping

VDOT staff will host a virtual public information meeting to provide an overview of
the upcoming paving program in the Braddock District. VDOT will outline the paving
process and planned paving projects for the district. The Braddock District meeting will
be held jointly with the Hunter Mill and Providence Districts.

The virtual meeting will be held on April 8 at 7:00 p.m. It is anticipated that the
following streets in the Braddock District will be repaved during this paving season:

» Braddock Road (segment) » Guinea Road (segments)
» Bexley Lane » Clara Barton Drive

= Asquith Court » Pickett Road

= Kenerson Drive = University Drive

= Burnetta Drive

Learn more about VDOT paving or access the meeting link.

I-495 Southside Express Lanes Study Public Information

Meetings

Learn about and provide input on the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) I-
495 Southside Express Lanes Study, an environmental study evaluating the potential
extension of the express lanes system on the southern section of the Capital Beltway (I-
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495) by 11 miles from the Springfield Interchange (I-95/1-395/1-495) in Fairfax County,
Virginia, across the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge, to the MD 210 Interchange in
Prince George’s County, Maryland.

All meetings are from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. and will be an open house format with a formal
presentation at 7:00 p.m.

B Monday, April 7
= Thomas A. Edison High School Cafeteria (5801 Franconia Road, Alexandria)

B Wednesday, April 9
= Nannie J. Lee Memorial Recreation Center (1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria)

Visit the Virtual Public Information Room to view the meeting presentation and
boards and provide input.

Information will be provided on the three alternatives under review (No-Build
Alternative, 1 Express Lane Alternative, and 2 Express Lanes Alternative) to address
identified transportation needs within the study area. These needs include extending and
providing continuity of the express lanes system on 1-495, providing additional travel
choices, reducing congestion and improving travel reliability, improving safety, and
providing consistency with local and regional plans. VDOT will also provide preliminary
traffic analysis data and updates on study progress.

The public is invited to provide input by Monday, April 21 by submitting oral and/or
written comments at the meetings, via the online comment form, emailing

495southsideexpresslanes@vdot.virginia.gov, or mailing:

Michelle Shropshire, P.E.

VDOT Northern Virginia Megaprojects Director
4975 Alliance Drive

Fairfax, VA 22030

The I-495 Express Lane Study is an Environmental Assessment, in compliance with the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 23 CFR Part 771.
VDOT is leading this study, in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and other federal, state, and local agencies in Virginia and Maryland.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all programs and activities in
accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more
information or special assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact VDOT Civil Rights at (703) 259-1775.

Virtual Community Forum on Transportation Accessibility
The Fairfax Area Disability Services Board is hosting a virtual community forum on
Transportation Accessibility on Monday, April 21, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. They are seeking
community input to identify systemic gaps in service and/or barriers Fairfax County, City
of Falls Church, and City of Fairfax residents with disabilities face with accessible
transportation.
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This is an opportunity for the military community to raise awareness around
transportation barriers facing disabled veterans and the miliary community in Fairfax
County.

Learn more about community forums or the Fairfax Area Disability Services
Board.

Register online. An email with the meeting links will be sent to registrants. Reach out
to Ann.Kim@rairfaxCounty.gov with any questions.

Save the Date: Public Hearing on the Braddock Road
Multimodal Improvements Project

Improvement Corridor, Phase 2 |

The Virginia Department of
Transportation has announced that
they will hold an in-person public
hearing on the Braddock Road
Multimodal Improvements
Project on Monday, June 2,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. (presentation
will begin at 7:00 p.m.) in the
cafeteria at Lake Braddock Secondary
School (9200 Burke Lake Road,
Burke).

Extended Study Area |
Critical Intersections

r,
(O]

Oliey Ln

& %‘%"
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¢ Braddock Rd o

This project proposes to construct multimodal and access management improvements
along three miles of Braddock Road (Route 620) between Humphries Drive in Burke and
Ravensworth Road in Annandale, including the eastbound and westbound Braddock Road
ramps to southbound I-495 (Capital Beltway Outer Loop) and a half-mile of Ravensworth
Road between Braddock Road and Heritage Drive.

Look for additional information in upcoming Advisories and the May issue of the
Braddock Beacon.

Heads Up: End Distracted Driving in Virginia

Distracted driving is one of the leading causes of crashes, serious AR\
injuries, and fatalities on the roads in Virginia. Many drivers in the DRIVE SMART
Commonwealth admit to engaging in the practice while acknowledging W

the extreme dangers associated with it.

A poll conducted by DRIVE SMART Virginia found that 66% of Virginians admitted to
driving distracted recently. At the same time, 83% consider smartphone use while
driving without hands-free mode to be extremely or very dangerous.

April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month. The Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT), the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), Virginia State Police (VSP),
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and DRIVE SMART Virginia are urging motorists to keep their heads up and eyes on the
road. In too many cases, motorists are engaging with their smartphone, eating or
drinking, or simply not paying attention on the road. This leads to tragic consequences.

"Every moment spent distracted behind the wheel is a risk taken with lives—our own
and those around us,” said Kristin Pettway, Executive Director of DRIVE SMART Virginia.
“"We must pledge to stay focused on the road, because a single lapse in attention can
have irreversible consequences. Let's all commit to driving safely, staying alert, and
ultimately saving lives."

In 2024, there were 18,688 crashes, 73 fatalities and 10,222 injuries attributed to a
distracted driver in Virginia. The top distraction type: drivers taking their eyes off the
road.

Cell phone use, such as texting while driving, continues to be one of the leading
causative factors, and is one of the most visible unsafe driving behaviors. Increasingly,
more people use their smartphone for directions, which can take attention away from
the road. In 2024, distraction related to cellphone use rose 3% from 2023.

Since 2021, Virginia law has prohibited drivers from holding cell phones or any other
wireless communication devices while driving. Drivers can make and receive phone calls
if they are able to do so without holding the device, by using technology such as
Bluetooth. Violation of the law is punishable by fines. Drivers are encouraged to turn on
the Do Not Disturb feature on their phone to mute calls, notifications, and other alerts to
reduce phone distractions while driving.

Public Safety

Road Shark’s First Wave Starts Strong

The first wave of the Road Shark campaign has concluded with an impressive 9,320
citations and warnings issued across Fairfax County.

Between March 17-23, the Fairfax County Police Department
(FCPD) worked in conjunction with the Virginia State Police (VSP)
to enforce traffic laws throughout the County. In the first week, :
officers and troopers issued 675 citations for speeding, 222 o
citations for reckless driving, and 205 hands-free citations. ‘llll 1361 ft ' .
Additionally, the first wave resulted in 113 felony charges, 34

arrests for intoxicated driving and the recovery of three stolen i fEI‘ [7’ (Za (\/

vehicles.
,. 'a §

El

The 2025 Road Shark campaign is designed to increase police
visibility, enforce traffic laws, and educate drivers to combat A
aggressive driving, reduce traffic crashes, and promote safer roadways.
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Through diligent efforts, FCPD officers and Virginia State Troopers play a crucial role in
ensuring Fairfax County roads are safer by cracking down on reckless driving. One
highlight was the apprehension of a driver travelling 111 miles per hour in a 55 mile-
per-hour zone. These drivers pose serious risks to themselves and others.

FCPD officers and our Virginia State Police partners issued over 3,600 more citations
and warnings than issued in the first Road Shark wave of 2024.

Wave two of Road Shark will begin on April 21.

For more on this and other traffic safety initiatives, notifications, and results, follow
FCPD on X, Facebook, and Instagram.

FCPD Launches Recruitment Initiative for Federal Workers
In response to recent federal workforce reductions, the Fairfax County Police
Department (FCPD) has launched a dedicated recruitment initiative aimed at hiring
experienced professionals seeking stable and rewarding career opportunities in public
safety.

FCPD is offering a $15,000 hiring bonus for new police officers and has a variety of
professional staff positions available. Federal employees and other skilled professionals
bring valuable expertise that aligns with the needs of the department, making them
strong candidates for a variety of roles.

Why Consider FCPD?

As one of the nation’s most dynamic law enforcement agencies, FCPD serves the largest
jurisdiction in Virginia with over 1,500 dedicated professionals. The department provides
diverse assignments, cutting-edge technology, and innovative programs, offering a
range of career paths in both sworn and professional staff capacities.

Current Openings
Opportunities within FCPD include:

B Police Officer - $15,000 Hiring Bonus: Sworn officers can serve in specialized units
such as K9, Investigations, Marine Patrol, and more, helping to protect and serve
the Fairfax County community.

B Professional Staff Positions: Roles are available in crime analysis, parking
enforcement, Police Citizen Aides (PCAs), administrative assistants,
investigative aides, and more, supporting the department’s critical public
safety mission.

For a full list of job openings and application details, visit FCPD's recruitment site.

Comprehensive Benefits
FCPD offers competitive compensation and extensive benefits, including:

m Competitive Pay: Among the highest starting salaries in the region.
B $15,000 Hiring Bonus for new police officers.
B Leave Benefits: Annual and sick leave accrual with increased benefits over time.
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B Volunteer & Military Leave: Time off for community service and armed forces
commitments.

B Paid Family Leave: Up to six weeks of paid leave for new parents.

B Health & Wellness: Comprehensive medical, dental, and vision coverage.

B Retirement Plans: Pension and savings options for long-term financial security.

View the County's employee benefits.

Ideal Candidates & Career Growth

Professionals transitioning from federal employment or other structured roles will find
that their skills—such as teamwork, problem-solving, and operational efficiency—are
highly valued at FCPD. The department provides extensive training tailored to each role,
including a top-rated police academy for sworn officers and specialized instruction for
civilian employees. Leadership development programs, tuition reimbursement, and
career advancement opportunities are also available.

How to Apply
Those interested in pursuing a career with FCPD can explore current openings can begin

the application process.

Human Services

Inova Announces Annual Community Health Opportunities

Grant Program

Inova is now accepting Community Health Opportunities applications. This grant
program supports local non-profit healthcare community partners that make a difference
in the quality of life, health, and welfare of our communities.

A list of full eligibility criteria is available on Inova’s application site. Among other things,
applicants must be tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organizations and serve Northern Virginia
residents and families with a focus on health access, behavioral health, and/or economic
stability.

Inova encourages applicants to consider partnering with other eligible community
nonprofits to maximize their applications and ability to support the community they
serve. Awards, which average approximately $25,000, will be announced in June. Last
year, Inova awarded more than $1 million to community partners.

Countywide Strategic Plan Launches New Housing &

Neighborhood Livability Dashboard

The Housing & Neighborhood Livability dashboard is the sixth dashboard now
published to support the implementation of the Fairfax Countywide Strategic Plan.
There will be a dashboard for each of the 10 Community Outcome Areas.
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The Housing & Neighborhood Livability dashboard presents information under the
following topic areas referred to as indicators:

1. Adequate Quantity and Availability of Housing

2. Affordable and Quality Housing

3. Access to Amenities that Promote Healthy Neighborhoods

4. Flexibility and Adaptability of Land Use Rules

5. Preventing and Ending Homelessness

These indicators contain eight headline metrics related to housing costs and inventory,
homelessness, the County’s progress towards creating new affordable homes and
accessibility to public transit, fresh food locations, mixed-use centers and parks.

The dashboard is designed to:

Inform residents and stakeholders

Monitor progress over time

Identify any demographic or geographic disparities among residents, and

Guide community leaders, practitioners and advocates in making data-driven
decisions

Overall, the metrics included in the dashboard help to evaluate the goals of ensuring
sufficient housing inventory and affordability within the County and access to amenities
that enhance neighborhood quality. View the dashboard or read more about it.

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers

Virtual Dementia Friends Information Session
April 9] 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.

Join the Dementia Friendly Fairfax Action Team for a virtual Dementia Friends
Information Session and become a Dementia Friend. Turn your new understanding of
dementia into practical action that can help someone living in your community.
Presented by Dementia Friendly Fairfax Action team members, Allegra Joffe, of the
Fairfax Area Agency on Aging, and Diane Watson, Dementia Friends Champion
Volunteer. Register online.

Chronic Pain Self-Management Workshop

Thursdays, April 3-15 | 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Fairfax County's Chronic Pain Self-Management Program is a free 6-week group
interactive workshop, held in person at the Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library. This series
is for individuals interested in learning how to live better by effectively managing their
pain. Space is limited, and preregistration is required. Caregivers welcome!

For more information, call Kathy Akindemowo at (703) 324-9814. Register online.

23
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Miscommunication or Missed Communication? The

Challenges of Hearing Loss for Caregivers
April 16 | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

8 This virtual webinar presentation, hosted by the Fairfax Area Agency on
¥ Aging, will feature Bonnie O’Leary with the Northern Virginia Resource
Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Persons, will present information
about hearing loss as a disability, the types and causes of hearing loss,
how to recognize it, its similarities to early-onset dementia, the major
myths surrounding hearing aids and cochlear implants, and the
emotional and psychological impact late-onset hearing loss can have on

seniors.

The session will briefly examine helpful tools, such as apps and a personal amplifier. The
presentation will end with tips and information on effective communication strategies.

Register today.

Play Senior Softball in Fairfax County! =
If you are interested in a fun, sporty spring or summer, and love NVS/

slow-pitch softball, this is a great opportunity for you. Northern
Virginia Senior Softball (NVSS) has three leagues, for all skill
levels, for men over 50 and women over 40.

NVSS games are played on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. ﬁb@]ﬂ -
Spring and Fall seasons are available. Hurry, while the season

starts on April 8th, new players can join throughout the season. To learn more, or to

sign up, visit NVSS' website, or contact Artie Negrin at (336) 596-6960.

Scam Jam 2025

Prevention, Protection and Prosecution, Ensuring the Safety of Older Adults Through
Adult Protective Services

Join AARP Virginia and Fairfax County’s Silver Shield
Anti-Scam Campaign to learn more about how to
protect yourself from scammers and how to protect
older adults from fraud, abuse, and exploitation.

Scam Jam 2025 is Wednesday, April 30, from 9:00

a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at the Northern Virginia Community
College’s Richard J. Ernst Community Cultural Center
(8430 Center Drive, Annandale). Registration is required.
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https://bit.ly/CAREWEB1
http://www.nvss.org/
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LLI's May Forum
The Lifetime Learning Institute (LLI) invites you to their in-person May forum to hear
@@RNWG% from Dr. John Lechelt, Professor of Political Science at Northern Virginia
2, Community College.

A
=
m

i * Dr. Lechelt will present Guns in America: A Complex National Dilemma.

Ozp,[/ “c,\@ He is a graduate of George Mason University and has been a professor at
L NOVA for over 18 years. He currently teaches courses on American
National Politics and State & Local Politics and is chair of the College Senate, an advisory

panel for campus concerns.

4

The program is free and open to the public. This program is part of the LLI's monthly
Forum Series held on the first Wednesday of each month.

The program will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May 7, at the Little River United
Church of Christ (8410 Little River Turnpike, Annandale) and is open to the public. There
will be a social starting at 9:30 a.m. Register for the event or read more on LLI's
website.

Land Use & Development

UPCOMING MEETINGS & HEARINGS

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee Meeting
e April 15 at 7:00 p.m. - Braddock Hall

Planning Commission Workshop on StorageMart SSPA Nomination
¢ May 1 at 7:00 p.m. - Government Center Auditorium
(tentative)

Community Meeting Held to Discuss StorageMart SSPA

Nomination

On April 1, County Planning and Development staff held a community meeting to discuss
nominations, or proposed land use changes, submitted in the Fairfax Center area as part
of the process. Fifty-four nominations were received in total and the County is selecting
which ones to study further. Public feedback helps to ensure that the County’s long-term
planning work matches the community’s needs and preferences. This summer, the Board
of Supervisors will decide which proposals to advance as potential amendments to the
Comprehensive Plan.
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The only Braddock District nomination was for StorageMart, located at 11325 Route 29,
Fairfax, at the southeast corner of Route 29 and Shirley Gate Road. The property is
currently developed with a self-storage facility.

BACKGROUND: StorageMart is seeking a
Comprehensive Plan amendment to
support an expansion of its operations.
There is a two-story self-storage
(industrial) building on the northern
parcel, which is zoned C-8. The 0.67-acre
parcel to the south is zoned R-1 and is
undeveloped.

The Comprehensive Plan designates this
area as a suburban neighborhood with residential communities and limited commercial
areas along the Route 29 corridor. The site itself is planned with options for office uses
up to 0.25 FAR (a measure of density/intensity), retail uses up to 0.35 FAR, and for
residential use at up to three dwellings per acre on the vacant parcel south of the
StorageMart along Shirley Gate Road. This proposal would add an option for the existing
self-storage use to expand onto the residential lot. If the Board of Supervisors were to
ultimately approve this request, the properties would require an entitlement action and
additional approvals, including a rezoning, before construction could begin.

MEETING MATERIALS: The full meeting presentation is available online. Important
background information on the Comprehensive Plan and SSPA process is on slides 1
through 17. Specifics on this nomination begin on slide 18. The staff presentation runs
from slides 21 through 23, and the nominator’s presentation is on slides 24 through 44.
The remaining slides focus on a nomination in the Springfield District.

A staff summary of the nomination is also available.

MEETING DISCUSSION: At the meeting, County staff highlighted the Fairfax Center
Area Areawide Guidance: “Existing spot commercial uses along Route 29 are
inconsistent with the long-term land use objectives for the Fairfax Center Area and
should not be expanded or enhanced.” They also expressed concern about the intensity
of the proposed expansion and noted that it would represent industrial encroachment
into existing suburban neighborhoods and the Water Supply Protection Overlay District.

A representative for the nominator/property owner stated that it would be difficult to
develop the residentially-zoned parcel to the south on its own. They emphasized that
self-storage is a neighborhood-serving use that supports the preservation of the
surrounding residential homes. The proposal would include buffering to separate the
expanded self-storage building from the adjacent neighbors in the Cloisters community.
They also said they would integrate pedestrian enhancements, such as a corner plaza,
public art, and public amenities.
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Community members raised a number of questions. One asked, if the property on the
south is rezoned as commercial, could the property be sold for a different commercial
use? Staff and the nominator responded that zoning approvals can be conditioned for
specific uses. In response to a question about community outreach, the nominator said
that they did outreach to the Cloisters and Deerfield Forest HOA presidents, provided an
informational pamphlet for distribution, and sent out an online survey, the results of
which indicated that respondents felt the proposed expansion was acceptable.

NEXT STEPS: County Planning and Development Staff will summarize the feedback
received at the meeting and comments submitted online. The Planning Commission will
host a series of public workshops on the nominations next month and will recommend
which should advance for further study. Storage Mart is tentatively scheduled for May 1
at 7:00 p.m. at the Government Center Auditorium (12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax). We will confirm the date in a future Advisory. The most current
schedule is available at the website below. The Board is expected to hold a public
hearing and make its decision in June. If Storage Mart advances as a Plan amendment,
additional public participation will be needed to inform whether to amend the Plan.

PROVIDE COMMENTS: Your feedback will help the County in choosing which proposals
to prioritize over the next year. The public is invited to provide comments directly at the
Planning Commission workshops, at upcoming public hearings, or in writing in advance.

m Public Input: https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/2025sspa

B Email: DPDSSPA@fairfaxcounty.gov
B SSPA Webpage: https://bit.ly/4gqYCRhA

Braddock District Land Use &
Environment Committee Meeting

The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee will hold
its next meeting on Tuesday, April 15, at 7:00 p.m. in Braddock
Hall. The agenda will include a presentation and discussion on the
StorageMart SSPA nomination, a presentation on a proposal for a new
development on Olley Lane on property owned by the Church of the
Good Shepherd (application not yet filed), and updates on other
pending Braddock District land use cases and related proposals.

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee meetings are
open to the public and interested residents are encouraged to
participate.
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Learn about Potential Changes to Regulations for
Substations and Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)

On April 7 and 8, virtual community meetings will be held to discuss proposed updates
to the Zoning Ordinance that could impact how proposed electrical substations and
battery energy storage systems are reviewed. Each of the two virtual meetings will
include the same content. The different dates and times are offered to provide flexibility
for attendees. No registration is required.

Save the date to join one of the following community meetings:
m Monday, April 7, at 12:00 p.m.
B Tuesday, April 8, at 7:00 p.m.

As directed by the Board of Supervisors, County staff is developing Zoning Ordinance
amendments that would strengthen the current regulations for electrical substations and
battery energy storage systems. Additional standards may address topics like setbacks,
screening, noise, and safety. Visit the County website to get meeting details and see
additional project information: Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments |
Planning Development.

Public hearings on these Zoning Ordinance amendments have not been scheduled.

If you cannot attend the meetings, recordings will be available afterward. If you have

any questions or comments, email carmen.bishop@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call (703)
324-1314.
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Don’t Get Taken for Granite: How to Avoid Construction
Scams

Home improvement projects can add
value to your home, but fraudulent
contractors can turn them into costly
nightmares. The Fairfax County Police
Department (FCPD) is sharing tips to
help residents stay alert—especially as
construction scams become more
common in the spring. Scammers often
use deceptive tactics to pressure
homeowners into quick decisions, so
it's important to take precautions and protect yourself.

Warning Signs of Construction Scams

B Unsolicited Offers: Scammers may claim to be “working in the neighborhood” or
“repairing your neighbor’s home.” Legitimate contractors don’t go door-to-door
looking for business.

B No Credentials: Reliable businesses have marked vehicles, uniforms, and proper
documentation. Always verify a contractor’s license.

B Cash-Only Payments: Be wary if someone insists on cash payments or asks for
money upfront without a contract.

B No Written Estimate: A trustworthy contractor will provide a detailed written
estimate before starting any work.

How to Protect Yourself

B Verify Licenses: Check a contractor’s credentials with the Virginia Department of
Professional and Occupational Regulation (DPOR).

B Do Your Research: Read online reviews, check business records, and ask for
references before hiring.

B Get Everything in Writing: Ensure contracts include project details, costs, and
timelines. Avoid verbal agreements.

B Avoid High-Pressure Sales: Scammers push for immediate decisions. Take your
time and compare multiple quotes.

Reporting
If you suspect you’ve been scammed, report it to the Fairfax County Police Department
using the FiCOR (Fraud Incident/Consumer Online Reporting) system.

Connect with Your Local District Station
For additional resources or support, reach out to your local district police station.
Officers are available to answer your questions and provide guidance on how to stay
safe.
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Braddock District Cases Filed with the Board of Zoning Appeals

The Fairfax County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and makes decisions on
requests for variances (relief from specific zoning regulations such as lot width, building
height, or minimum yard requirements) and Special Use Permits. It meets on
Wednesdays beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Auditorium. BZA meetings are aired
live on the County government's cable TV Channel 16. Residents who have concerns
about an application are encouraged to submit a letter for the record or testify at the
hearing on the case in person, by telephone, or by pre-submitted video. For information
on how to submit comments or testify, please visit the Board of Zoning Appeals
website. These matters will not come before the Board of Supervisors but will be
decided by the BZA.

Access to information on BZA cases is available through the Planning and Land Use
System, or PLUS. The PLUS record includes background documents and staff reports,
which are published one to two weeks prior to public hearing, depending on the case
type. PLUS is updated in real time. Visit the PLUS website for more information on this
land use platform.

> Adam & Allison Greenhouse - 8421 Queen Elizabeth Boulevard, Annandale
SP-2024-BR-00136
The applicants requested a reduction in setback requirements to permit an
addition (screened porch) 16.2 feet from the rear lot line. This application was
approved by the BZA on March 19. Information, including a map of the site and
staff report, may be found on the PLUS website.

> Trustees of Calvary Hill Baptist Church — 9301 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax
SPA-2020-BR-039
The applicants requested to amend a Special Permit previously approved for a
church with child care center to allow for modifications to development conditions
to permit a Religious Assembly with a Child Care Center and Private School.
Calvary Hill Baptist Church asked to allow Heaven’s Best Montessori, LLC to
provide both day care and private education for children ages 3 months to 12
years old within the church building. Hours of operation would be 7:00 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. The applicants requested to increase the number of children to 70, with
16 employees. No new buildings or additions to the church structure are planned.
This application was approved by the BZA on March 26. Information, including a
map of the site and staff report, may be found on the PLUS website.

> Jason Hardman & Jhovanna Hardman - 9105 Parliament Drive, Burke
SP-2025-BR-00002
The applicants are requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an
addition (sunroom) 13.6 feet from the rear lot line. This application has been
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scheduled for a BZA hearing on May 21. Information, including a map of the site
and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website.

> Aziz Omar, Balgis Omar and Kiddie Kingdom Early Learning Center LLC -
4517 Forest Hill Drive, Fairfax
SP-2024-BR-00137
The applicants are requesting approval for a Home Day Care Facility. The
applicants are also requesting a reduction in setback requirements based on errors
in building location to allow the following to remain: 1) an accessory structure
(gazebo) 5.3 feet from the side lot line; 2) an accessory structure (play
equipment) 17.5 feet from the side lot line and 11.2 feet from the rear lot line; 3)
a roofed deck 10.9 feet from the side lot line; and 4) an open deck 10.9 feet from
the side lot line. Hours of operation for the Home Day Care Facility would be from
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The applicants are requesting to care for 12 children in
addition to their own. They would be hiring employees to assist with care. Parking
would be in the driveway. This application has been scheduled for a BZA hearing
on June 11. Information, including a map of the site and staff report, when
available, may be found on the PLUS website.

If you have questions or any other issues of concern to you, please email
braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov or call the Braddock District office at (703) 425-9300.
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