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Dear Neighbor, 

 
Next Tuesday, August 5, is National Night Out, a national event where neighborhoods 

and public safety agencies 
come together to strengthen 

relationships and improve 
safety. 

 

As I do every year, I’ll be 
joining neighborhoods around 

the Braddock District, 
discussing crime prevention 

and other topics with you and 
your neighbors. National Night Out is a great opportunity to show neighborhood spirit 

and build community. I look forward to visiting as many neighbors as I can next week! 
 

Fairfax County is the safest jurisdiction of its size in America, with the lowest violent 
crime rate, because we build strong partnerships between our Police Department, other 

county agencies, and the community. By participating in National Night Out, you can 
help us continue to keep our neighborhoods safe and strong! 

 

Back To School 
August 18 is the first day of school for 

Fairfax County Public Schools! I want to wish 
all of our students, families, teachers, and 

staff an amazing 2025-2026 school year. 
 

Virginia’s Sales Tax Holiday is taking place 
now, August 1-3. You can purchase 

qualifying school supplies, clothing, and 
emergency preparedness items without 

Virginia’s sales tax. This includes both retail 
and online shopping.  

 
Learn more on the Virginia Tax website. 

https://natw.org/
https://www.tax.virginia.gov/virginia-sales-tax-holiday
https://www.tax.virginia.gov/virginia-sales-tax-holiday
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Please prepare for more traffic and be patient with school buses and student drivers on 
the roads. The County’s Department of Emergency Management and Security (DEMS) 

offers a few safety reminders before classes are back in session: 

■ Stop and wait for school buses to safely load and unload children 

■ Slow down and take extra care in school zones and in neighborhoods 

■ Make eye contact with drivers and pedestrians at stoplights and intersections 

before proceeding 

■ Make sure children know who to call in case of an emergency, their home address, 
and a parent/guardian’s phone number 

 

Special Election Early Voting Happening Now 

Early voting for the September 9, 2025, Special 
Election for Virginia’s 11th Congressional District is 

underway. In-person early voting will continue 
through Saturday, September 6. 

 
You can register to vote or update your 

registration by Tuesday, September 2. 
 

For those planning to vote by mail, remember to apply to vote by mail by Friday, 
August 29. Mail-in ballots must be postmarked by September 9. 

 
Early voting in-person is currently available at two locations: 

■ Fairfax County Government Center 

▪ 12000 Government Center 

Parkway, Fairfax 
▪ Weekday hours: 8:00 a.m. - 

4:30 p.m. 
▪ Saturday hours (August 30, 

September 6): 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. 

■ North County Government Center 

▪ 1801 Cameron Glen Drive, 

Reston 
▪ Weekday hours: 1:00 p.m. - 

7:00 p.m. 
▪ Saturday hours (August 30, 

September 6): 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 
a.m. 

On Friday, August 29, nine additional early voting locations will open, including Burke 

Centre Library (5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke) and West Springfield Government Center 
(6140 Rolling Road, Springfield). The Office of Elections’ website has a list of early 

voting locations, operating hours, and details information on early voting. 

 
All regular polling places will be open for voting on Tuesday, September 9, from 6:00 

a.m. – 7:00 p.m. More information about voting is available on the Office of Elections’ 
website.  

 
Yours in service, 

 
 

 
Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/how-to-register
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/how-to-register
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/vote-by-mail
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/early-voting
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
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Upcoming Events 
Details on these events and more can be found in this edition of the Beacon or by 

contacting braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

■ August 1 .......................................................... Bill Kirchen at Royal Lake Park 

Little Red & The Renegades at Lake Accotink Park 

■ August 1-31 ... National Wellness Month, Black Business Month, National Dog Month  

■ August 2 ......................................................... Rocknoceros at Wakefield Park 

■ August 3-9 ......................................................... National Farmers Market Week 

■ August 4 .................................................................. U.S. Coast Guard Birthday 

■ August 5 ............................................................................. National Night Out 

■ August 6 ......................... Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at Fire Station 40 

Virtual County EV Readiness Townhall 

■ August 8 ............................................. Kadencia Orchestra at Royal Lake Park 
Song Riot at Lake Accotink Park 

■ August 9 ............................................. Munit & Z Love Bugs at Wakefield Park 

■ August 11 ....... Introduction to One Small Step Conversations: A Civics Lab Event  

■ August 12 ...........Personal Safety for College-Bound Students Presentation at West 
Springfield District Police Station  

■ August 13 ............................... VA Universities Career Fair at UVA Fairfax Campus 

■ August 14 ................................... Free Lead Testing at Annandale Farmers Market 

■ August 15 .............................................. Fireside Collective at Royal Lake Park 

Sunny@Midnight at Lake Accotink Park 

■ August 16 ..................................................... The Yojo Show at Wakefield Park 

■ August 18 ................................................................. First Day of School (FCPS) 

■ August 19 .... Kids in Today’s Society Session at W Springfield District Police Station 

■ August 20 .............................. Free Lead Testing at Mount Vernon Farmers Market 

■ August 22 ............. Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at FCAS (Lorton Campus) 

■ August 23 ...... Avoiding Scams & Fraud Presentation at W Springfield District Police 
Station 

■ August 25 ................................................................ First Day of Classes (GMU) 

■ August 26 ....................... Board Meeting (View 2025 Board Meeting Schedule) 

Read on to Learn More About: 

Walkinshaw in the Community ............................................................................ 4 
August Citizen of the Month ................................................................................ 6 
Seasonal Items ................................................................................................. 7 
Community News............................................................................................. 11 
Environment & Parks News ............................................................................... 17 
Transportation Updates .................................................................................... 22 

Public Safety ................................................................................................... 23 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers ............................................................. 26 
Land Use & Development .................................................................................. 28 
 

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/bill-kirchen/080125
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/little-red-and-the-renegades/080125
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/rocknoceros/arts-in-the-parks/080225
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/kadencia-orchestra/080825
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/song-riot/080825
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/munit-z-love-bugs/080925
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/14521250
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/fireside-collective/081525
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/sunny-at-midnight/081525
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/yojo-show/081625
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2025-board-meetings


 
 

4 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Walkinshaw in the Community 



 
 

5 
 

In July, Supervisor Walkinshaw: 
▪ Participated in the City of Fairfax’s Fourth of July Parade and Fireworks 

Display on July 4 (Photos 1 & 4) 

▪ Attended the Kings Park Civic Association’s virtual meeting on July 8 

▪ Presented a Proclamation recognizing Park & Recreation Month and honored 

Outstanding Park Volunteers on July 10 (Photo 7) 

▪ Kicked off this year’s Braddock Nights concerts at Royal Lake Park and Lake 

Accotink Park on July 11 

▪ Spoke at the Specially Adapted Resource Clubs (SPARC) Annual Pancake 

Breakfast on July 12 (Photo 6) 

▪ Visited the Sunrise Day Camp in Annandale on July 14 

▪ Spoke at the Kings Park Library’s Civics Lab event on July 14 (Photo 2) 

▪ Joined the Smaller Lake Accotink Preservation Feasibility Study Open House 

on July 19 

▪ Celebrated National Ice Cream Day at the Braddock District Office with 

homemade ice cream on July 21 (Photo 5) 

▪ Broke ground at the site of the Fairview Fire Station project on July 29 

(Photo 3) 
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Bob Cosgriff 
 

August’s Citizen of the Month is Bob Cosgriff! 
 

Robert “Bob” Cosgriff breathed life back into the nearly-defunct 
Braddock District Council (BDC) in July 2022 when he took on 

the volunteer position of Chair. He has given generously of his 
time and talents to design informative meetings for the 37 

member neighborhoods who have joined. He has been 
tenacious and dedicated to building a Council that greatly 

benefits its member neighborhoods.  
 

As Bob says: “I like to think of community associations, by 

whatever name they are termed, as the fundamental building 
blocks of grass-roots democracy. They are formed to benefit the members, who elect 

representatives yearly to carry out the purposes for which they were created. These 
associations, in turn, interact with the most immediate level of local government to raise 

concerns, voice opinions on issues, and obtain services that will benefit their residents. 
 

“In Braddock District, there are over 120 such associations. The Braddock District 
Council was established to provide a forum for member community associations to 

coordinate efforts in dealing with common issues and to have a meaningful seat at the 
table in dealings with the district supervisor’s office. The supervisor’s office, in turn, is 

the key to dealing with the various County agencies and departments who provide 
services to residents.” 

 
Bob’s service to the community includes BDC Chair from 2003-2004 and from 2022-

2025, Vice Chair 2002-2003. He served Fairfax County in the Medical Reserve Corps for 

10 years. He has served as Vice Chair of the Fairfax County Trails, Sidewalks and 
Bikeways Committee since 2017. He served as the Braddock District representative and 

Vice Chair on the Laurel Hill Task Force and the Laurel Hill Citizens Project Advisory 
Committee. For a total of nine years, Bob served as Vice President and President of the 

Hickory Farms Community Association Board of Directors. He also served on the Board 
of Directors for two years and as President of Residential Youth Services, Inc. for five 

years. 
 

He has received the following recognitions and awards:  
▪ Fairfax-Falls Church United Way “IMBY” Award 

▪ Braddock District Council’s 2024 “Citizen of the Year” 
▪ Lord Fairfax, Braddock District, 2021 

  
Bob attended Villanova University, earning a BA degree in humanities (magna cum 

laude). He earned a master’s degree in education from Pepperdine University. Bob was 

active duty in the United States Navy for 24 years (CDR, USN (Ret.)). He attended the 

Citizen of the Month 
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Defense Language Institute (West Coast), where he learned Russian. Post-military, he 
worked in higher educational administration and defense contracting. 

 
We would like to extend our deepest thanks to Bob for his commitment to rebuilding the 

Braddock District Council and his lifetime of service to the community. 
 
Do you know a Braddock District resident, or a group of residents, who should be recognized as our Citizen of the 
Month? Nominate them today!  
 
 
 
 

 

Braddock District Summer 

Entertainment Series 
Braddock Nights continue every Friday from 7:30 

p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at Royal Lake Park (5344 
Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax) and Lake Accotink Park 

(7500 Accotink Park Road, Springfield) through August 
15. 

 
The August 1st performers are Bill Kirchen at Royal 

Lake Park and Little Red & The Renegades at Lake 

Accotink Park. We’re excited to welcome Bunnyman 
Brewing back to Royal Lake Park! They’ll be serving 

beer until 8:00 p.m. Be sure to arrive early to get a 
good seat and a free raffle ticket for a Braddock Nights 

t-shirt. 
 

Our Arts in the Parks children’s series will continue 
every Saturday from 10:00 – 10:45 a.m. at Wakefield 

Park in front of the Audrey Moore Rec Center (8100 
Braddock Road, Annandale) through August 16. This 

week’s performer is Rocknoceros! 
 

Volunteers are needed to assist with t-shirt raffles and 
other activities. Contact 

braddockevents@fairfaxcounty.gov if you are 

interested in volunteering at any of the shows.  
 

In the case of bad weather, you can call the concert 
hotline at (571) 202-7469 (SHOW) one hour before 

the scheduled start time of a show for an update.  
 

 

 

Seasonal Items 

https://bit.ly/2024cotm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/bill-kirchen/080125
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/little-red-and-the-renegades/080125
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/arts-in-the-parks
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/rocknoceros/arts-in-the-parks/080225
mailto:braddockevents@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Fairfax County Federal Workforce Resources and Services 

Thousands of County residents and their families are, or will likely be, affected by the 
federal government’s plan to significantly downsize 

the federal workforce. The County has a variety 
of resources and services that can help former 

federal employees, contractors, and anyone else 
affected by job loss.  

 
Regional Services 

The Northern Virginia region is stepping up for 
recently unemployed federal employees and 

contractors with major new resources. 

■ The Virginia Tech School of Public and 

International Affairs has tuition scholarships 
available for recently displaced federal 

employees who wish to obtain a Graduate Certificate. Applications are due by 
Monday, August 4. 

■ NOVA has launched a $1 million training initiative to help workers retrain and 

transition into new careers. 

■ George Washington University is offering tuition discounts and hosting a career 

pivot webinar to support affected professionals. 

■ The Regional Council of Governments has unveiled a new online hub with 
events, resources, and job market data. 

 
Career Resources 

UVA Career Services and the UVA 

Alumni Association invite you to 
attend the VA Universities Career 

Fair on Wednesday, August 13. 
This event is part of the Hoos in 

Transition initiative to help 
students and working professionals 

in the UVA community and beyond 
who are impacted by recent 

government workforce changes. 
 

Join fellow UVA alumni, current 
students, and students & alumni of 

partner schools at the UVA Fairfax Campus (8095 Innovation Park Drive, Fairfax) for a 
day of networking and career support. The August 13th fair offers an opportunity to 

connect with regional employers from a range of industries who are interested in 

recruiting alumni and students from top Virginia colleges and universities. View the UVA 
Career Center website to learn more about the event and register. 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdF1dCRWf1X6jnpxaGzJOrJEsDBEheS72BS1M5e0929zFMxqQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdF1dCRWf1X6jnpxaGzJOrJEsDBEheS72BS1M5e0929zFMxqQ/viewform
https://www.mwcog.org/community/data-and-tools/federal-workforce-resources-and-data/
https://career.virginia.edu/novafair
https://career.virginia.edu/novafair
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Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act  
The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 

(WIOA) offers workforce development services to 
eligible job seekers. Learn more from Virginia 

Career Works. 
 

Services include:  
¶ Career coaching focused on in-demand jobs 

¶ Assistance with resume writing, interview 
preparation, and job searching 

¶ Job skills trainings and credentials 
¶ Paid work experience opportunities 

¶ Work uniforms, tools, and other supportive 
services 

 

Dislocated Federal workers and contractors are 
encouraged to submit this WIOA Interest 

Form. After you respond to the form, a staff 
member with the WIOA will be in contact. 

 
Federal Representatives 

Each member of Fairfax County's Congressional Delegation has provided access to 
resources, including the opportunity for federal employees to anonymously report 

abuses of power, review employment rights/civil service law, and understand 
whistleblower protections. If you or someone you know is a federal employee, review 

and share these resources, and subscribe to your federal representatives’ newsletters to 
stay informed:

■ Senator Mark Warner 

▪ Resources 

▪ Newsletter 

■ Senator Tim Kaine 
▪ Resources 

▪ Newsletter 
 
 

 

■ Congressman Don Beyer 

▪ Resources 

▪ Newsletter 

■ Congressional District 11 (Staff at 
the office of the late Rep. Connolly 

continue to provide constituent 
services)  

▪ Resources 

▪ Newsletter 
 

Fairfax County Economic Development Authority 
As the employment landscape continues to shift in the Greater Washington region, the 

County’s Economic Development Authority reminds you that your skills and experience 
are valuable, and companies are recruiting YOU.   

 
Actions to Take to Find a Job and Get Hired: 

1. Browse 45,000+ open positions with companies currently looking to hire YOU 
in Northern Virginia. 

2. Visit your local Virginia Career Works Career Center or make a virtual 
appointment. 

https://vcwnorthern.com/wioa/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://vcwnorthern.com/wioa/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=y1Zhom9dckGdfZNOsKeydTmXDdRnw_dGvjNya4gXHZ5UNjZWNlo3MUNZMURHTTZVNkVYN1lWRkwyNC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=y1Zhom9dckGdfZNOsKeydTmXDdRnw_dGvjNya4gXHZ5UNjZWNlo3MUNZMURHTTZVNkVYN1lWRkwyNC4u&route=shorturl
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=resources-for-federal-employees
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsletter0
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/federalworkers
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/contact/newsletter
https://beyer.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=6378
https://beyer.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=3
https://connolly.house.gov/constituent-services/resources-for-federal-workers.htm
https://connolly.house.gov/forms/emailsignup/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
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3. Connect with Fairfax County’s One-stop Employment Resources Center 
services. 

 

George Mason University’s Comprehensive Support 

Resources for Displaced Federal Workers 
George Mason University is offering a broad range of career, educational, and 

community resources to assist affected federal workers 
and their families. 
 

■ Access to Online Micro-Credentials Courses: 

Through Mason Career Academy individuals have 
access to more than 90 online training courses and industry-recognized 

certifications. 

■ Free Entrepreneurial Support and Coaching: Mason Enterprise offers coaching for 
individuals interested in starting small or home-based businesses, with guidance 

tailored to consulting, federal contracting, and other emerging needs. 

■ Application Fee Waivers: Several colleges at George Mason are providing programs 

for fall 2025 graduate programs. 

■ Tickets to Cultural and Sporting Events: George Mason’s College of Visual and 
Performing Arts and George Mason Athletics are offering complimentary tickets to 

select cultural performances and intercollegiate events during the 2025-26 season. 
 

For the latest updates and to access available resources, please visit 
gmu.edu/displaced-workers-support.  

 

Washington Gas Surcharge 
Washington Gas customers will pay higher bills from August - October 
2025.  

 
Due to above-average temperatures from October 2024 - May 2025, 

the company collected lower revenues than approved by the State 
Corporation Commission. Therefore, Washington Gas said, the utility 

will be collecting additional charges from Virginia customers during the 
billing months of August, September, and October. 

 
For more information, check out Washington Gas’ website. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://www.gmu.edu/displaced-workers-support
https://www.washingtongas.com/billing-and-payment/billing-tariff-rates-schedules/virginia-normalization-adjustment-info
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Donations Needed at ECHO 
ECHO’s Donation Door (7205 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield) is open 
from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. on weekdays and from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings. ECHO will also be 
open for donations on Saturday, August 2.   

Donations may also be placed in the box outside the Braddock District 
Office during office hours, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. 
 

A list of most-needed items is available on ECHO’s website. The Housewares 
Department is hoping for donations of hand towels, bath towels, king- or queen-sized 

sheets or comforters, large pots with lids, and large frying pans.  
 

ECHO is accepting winter coats for all ages now for distribution beginning later this 
month. If you have any warm jackets to spare, please consider donating them to ECHO 

now. Their Clothing Department also needs sneakers for “big kids” (sizes 1 – 6), 

children’s fall and winter clothing (sizes 4 – 20), new athletic socks in all sizes, and 
men’s sneakers (sizes 7 – 12).  

 

Reduced Fee Vaccine & Microchip Clinics 

As part of Fairfax County Animal Shelter's (FCAS) Pet 

Resource Center, Fairfax County residents have an 
opportunity to vaccinate and microchip their pets without 

the cost of a veterinary exam. 
 

All clinics are first-come, first-served and are cash-only. The 
Animal Shelter has two upcoming clinics:

■ Wednesday, August 6 

▪ 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

▪ Fairfax County Fire Station 40 
(4621 Legato Road, Fairfax) 

 

■ Friday, August 22 

▪ 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

▪ Lorton Campus (8875 Lorton 
Road, Lorton)

For more information on upcoming dates or details, visit the FCAS website. 

 

Civics Lab: Introduction to One Small Step Conversations 
The Kings Park Library is working with StoryCorps' One 

Small Step in an effort to bring community members 
together for meaningful conversations. One Small Step 

seeks to provide opportunities to engage constructively 

across differences to seek common ground. 
On Monday, August 11, from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the 

Kings Park Library Meeting Room (9000 Burke Lake Road, 
Burke), join this Civics Lab program. Participants will engage in an Introduction to One 

Community News 

The%20Housewares%20Department%20is%20hoping%20for%20donations%20of%20hand%20towels,%20bath%20towels,%20king-%20or%20queen-sized%20sheets%20or%20comforters,%20large%20pots%20with%20lids,%20and%20large%20frying%20pans.
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://storycorps.org/discover/onesmallstep/one-small-step-connect/
https://storycorps.org/discover/onesmallstep/one-small-step-connect/
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Small Step Conversations with an overview of the program and guided practice with One 
Small Step conversations. Put these skills into practice at future Civics Lab events. 

 
Visit the Library Event page for more information and to register. On Monday, August 

25, the Library will host another Civics Lab event: Exploring Assumptions. 

 

Burke/Fairfax CROP Hunger Walk Scoops of Kindness Event 
Join the Burke/Fairfax CROP Hunger Walk Scoops of Kindness event 

from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 16 at Burke 
Presbyterian Church (5690 Oak Leather Drive, Burke). 

 
At this event, attendees will help assemble Church World Service 

kits (kid kits and hygiene kits). All materials are provided, but your 
donation towards transportation of the kits ($2 per kit) is appreciated. 

 

Big D’s Ice Cream Party Truck will be selling ice cream treats, with 15% of sales 
donated to the Burke/Fairfax CROP Hunger Walk, so bring money for ice cream! 

 
Visit the Burke/Fairfax CROP Hunger Walk website for more information. For 

questions, contact Cathy Liverman at crophungerwalkCTL@gmail.com or Amy 
Stidham at Stidham_a_crop@aol.com.  

 

Monthly Lead Testing at Farmers Markets 
Childhood lead poisoning is considered the most preventable 

environmental disease among young children, yet nearly half a million 
U.S. children have elevated blood-lead levels, according to the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
 

Lead is toxic to everyone, especially young children. Exposure to lead can cause 

negative health impacts such as developmental delays, learning disabilities, reduced 
hearing, loss of appetite, behavioral issues, headaches as well as brain and kidney 

damage. Old paint, dust, soil, some imported candies, traditional medicines and toys are 
among the many common sources of lead.  

 
The Fairfax County Health Department is holding monthly lead testing events at 

the Annandale Farmers Market (6621 Columbia Pike, Annandale) and Mount Vernon 
Farmers Market (2501 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria) from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

During these events, you can bring your household items for lead testing at no cost. 
Appointments are not required.  

 
The Health Department will be at the 

Annandale Farmers Market: 

■ Thursday, August 14 

■ Thursday, September 4 

■ Thursday, October 2 

The Health Department will be at the 

Mount Vernon Farmers Market: 

■ Wednesday, August 20 

■ Wednesday, September 17 

■ Wednesday, October 15

https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/14521250
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/14521302
https://cwskits.org/
https://cwskits.org/
https://icecreamtruckva.com/
http://burkecropwalk.org/
mailto:crophungerwalkCTL@gmail.com
mailto:Stidham_a_crop@aol.com
https://www.cdc.gov/lead-prevention/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/lead-prevention/about/index.html
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/health-department-provides-new-opportunities-for-lead-testing-common-household-items-through-new-detect-and-protect-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/annandale
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/mccutcheon-mount-vernon
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/mccutcheon-mount-vernon
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What items can be tested?  
Items you can bring for testing include: 

■ Imported herbs, spices, seasonings 

and candy 

■ Traditional cosmetics 

■ Incense 

■ Religious powders 

■ Medications (ayurvedic or holistic 

medicine) 

 
What is the testing process? 

Items will be sent to a laboratory where they will be tested for lead. There is no 
guarantee that the items will be returned to you after they are sent off for testing. 

Results will be provided to you by your preferred contact method in about two weeks. 
You will also be given information on what the results mean and what steps you can 

take to protect against lead. 
 

Learn more about the dangers of lead and what you can do to protect yourself and 

your family.  
 

Nominate a Champion of Character! 
Nominations are open until 

September 1 for the 2025 
Champions of Character 

Awards.  
 

This program honors youth, coaches, and parents for extraordinary service in pursuing 
victory with honor on and off the field of competition. Instituted by the Fairfax County 

Athletic Council, the program aims to support the tradition of amateur athletics in 
cultivating teamwork, leadership, good sportsmanship, and community service. Awards 

are presented to a female athlete, male athlete, coach, and parent in each Supervisory 
District. Those who participated in youth athletics from Fall 2024 through Summer 2025 

are eligible. 
  

Complete the nomination form today to recognize deserving athletes, coaches, and 
parents from the Braddock District who have demonstrated extraordinary service in the 

athletic community while modeling the basic traits of good character. Nominations are 

due September 1, and the awards ceremony will be held in October.  
 

Hire Vets Now Event 
On Wednesday, September 17, there will be a Hire Vets 
Now networking & hiring fair from 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

at the National Museum of the United States Army (1775 
Liberty Drive, Fort Belvoir). 

 
Are you a transitioning service member, veteran, or 

military spouse looking to advance into a civilian career? 
Attend this event to: 

■ Meet top Virginia companies actively seeking military talent 

https://fairfaxcounty.gov/health/environment/lead
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fneighborhood-community-services%2Fathletics%2Fchampions-of-character&data=05%7C02%7CCharlotte.Dowdy%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C005896f0395e4f3d299308ddd0b49be4%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638896196314738501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2BQ1a7bB4V%2BvLgwvH0aOVYRdfY5uOIqqaZstsdWFvdA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fneighborhood-community-services%2Fathletics%2Fchampions-of-character&data=05%7C02%7CCharlotte.Dowdy%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C005896f0395e4f3d299308ddd0b49be4%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638896196314738501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2BQ1a7bB4V%2BvLgwvH0aOVYRdfY5uOIqqaZstsdWFvdA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fneighborhood-community-services%2Fathletics%2Fchampions-of-character&data=05%7C02%7CCharlotte.Dowdy%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C005896f0395e4f3d299308ddd0b49be4%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638896196314738501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2BQ1a7bB4V%2BvLgwvH0aOVYRdfY5uOIqqaZstsdWFvdA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fneighborhood-community-services%2Fathletics%2Fchampions-of-character%2FNomination&data=05%7C02%7CCharlotte.Dowdy%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C005896f0395e4f3d299308ddd0b49be4%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638896196314771144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pQsud3GOGx%2Bhysz6YNRWr%2BBpQv4ygsj90cIOQ19Q47w%3D&reserved=0
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■ Explore job openings and learn about SkillBridge opportunities 

■ Receive personalized guidance on perfecting your resume and acing interviews 

■ Receive a complimentary lunch 

 

Visit the Hire Vets Now website for more information or to register for the event. 
 

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program 
To help residents access fresh, healthy fruits and 
vegetables at farmers markets, FRESHFARM 

collaborates with the Virginia Department for Aging 
and Rehabilitative Services to provide residents who 

are at least 60 years old with benefits through the 
Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program (VA Senior 

FMNP). 
 

Program participants receive a one-time benefit of $50 on the Healthy Together app or 

via a physical benefit card. The benefit can be used to purchase locally grown fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs with participating farmers at local farmers markets through 

Sunday, November 30. 
 

To be eligible for this program, you must be a Virginia resident 60 years or older, and 
your income must fall below 185% of the Federal Poverty Line. Participants must apply 

for this program by Tuesday, September 30. 
 

For more information, including a list of participating farmers markets, visit the 
FRESHFARM Virginia Senior FMNP website. Contact the Senior Farmers Market 

program team for support by emailing va-senior@freshfarm.org, texting (833) 412-
4863, or calling (855) 827-3667. 

 

Volunteer for the Consolidated Community Funding Pool  
Fairfax County manages the Consolidated Community 
Funding Pool (CCFP), a competitive funding process 

that supports human services programs developed 
and run by nonprofits and community-based 

organizations. Through the CCFP, the County invests 
in strengthening the network of programs and 

services available to residents, serving as a catalyst 
for positive community impact.  

 
The Selection Advisory Committee (SAC) plays a key role in the funding process by 

reviewing and evaluating submitted proposals and making recommendations on fund 
distribution to the community partners offering programs to benefit Fairfax County 

community members. This is a valuable opportunity to be a part of collaborative process 
that helps determine the allocation of resources that strengthen the County’s human 

services.  

 

https://virginiahvn.com/events/fort-belvoir-networking-event-0917/
https://www.freshfarm.org/virginia-senior-fmnp/apply
https://www.freshfarm.org/virginia-senior-fmnp/apply
https://www.freshfarm.org/virginia-senior-fmnp
mailto:va-senior@freshfarm.org
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/procurement/sponsoredprograms/fundingpool/sac-instructions-and-eligibility-requirements
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/procurement/sponsoredprograms/fundingpool/sac-instructions-and-eligibility-requirements
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If you’re passionate about supporting the community and want to be a part of this 
important work, consider applying to be part of the SAC. Onboarding training will take 

place in-person during the fall of 2025. Proposal reviews will be conducted virtually from 
January – March 2026. 

 
Eligible requirements: 

■ Must be a Fairfax County resident 

■ At least 21 years of age 

■ Not a current Fairfax County 
Government employee, board 

member/officer, or an employee of 
any organization planning to apply 

for CCFP funding 

■ Can commit a minimum of 2.5 

hours a week from January – 
March 2026 

■ Apply via the SAC application 

■ Complete orientation 

 

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until positions are filled. Visit the Fairfax 

County Consolidated Community Funding Pool information page to learn more about 
the CCFP and the SAC volunteer opportunity.  

 
For assistance, language access needs, ADA accommodations, or for more information, 

contact Marla Zometsky at dpmmccfp@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (703) 324-1762. 
 

Pop-Up Food Bank Distribution 
The Capital Area Food Bank supports the large number of 
neighbors who have been impacted by recent reductions in 

federal jobs and funding. The food bank is holding new pop-
up food distributions twice a week.  

 
These pop-up distributions offer pantry items and fresh 

produce on Thursdays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m., or while supplies last each day.  

 

The Virginia distribution sites can be found in the parking lots of: 

■ Giant (6364a Springfield Plaza, Springfield) 

■ Safeway (4215 Cheshire Station Plaza, Dale City) 
 

Those in need of food assistance can learn more about these pop-up food distributions, 

and how to access support at other times and locations, by going to the Capital Area 
Food Bank's website. Spread the word by sharing the information and the link above.  

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/procurement/sponsoredprograms/fundingpool/sac-instructions-and-eligibility-requirements
mailto:dpmmccfp@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/dmv-help/
http://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/dmv-help/
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Do You Need a Permit? 

Summer is a great time for home construction projects, 
but be sure to check before starting to determine if your 

project requires a permit. The County’s Department of 
Land Development Services (LDS) provides a webpage 

informing residents about types of permits,when a permit 
is needed, and how to apply. 
 
A permit is required for projects including but not limited 

to: 
■ Direct replacement of household appliances (stoves, 

ovens, water heaters, HVAC, etc.) 

■ New, repair or relocated electrical fixtures (lights, outlets, switches, panels, dryers, 
EV chargers, etc.) 

■ New, repair or relocated mechanical or gas fixtures (duct work, range hood, fireplace, 

propane tanks, NVAC, etc.) 

■ New, repair or relocated plumbing or gas fixtures (disposals, sinks, tubs, showers, 

hose bibs, wet bars, water heaters, stoves, ranges, connecting or disconnecting to 
sewer or water, etc.) 

■ Interior alterations/renovations (kitchen renovations, finished basements, basement 

remodels, creating a bedroom, etc.) 

■ Installation and/or removal of non-load bearing/non-structural walls  

■ New addition to an existing home (decks, sunrooms, screened porches, front porches, 

garages, carports, etc.) 

■ Detached buildings/structures (sheds, garages, carports, gazebos, pool houses, etc.) 

■ Some miscellaneous work (both interior and exterior, such as asbestos removal, 

chimney repairs, foundation repairs, waterproofing, roof repairs etc.) 

■ Swimming pools 

■ Solar panels 

■ Retaining walls 

■ Removal of a building or structure 
 

A permit is not usually required for: 

■ Fences (except those used as a barrier around swimming pools) 

■ Direct replacement of existing windows and doors 

■ Re-siding of a building/home with similar material 

■ Replacement of roof shingles 

■ Gutters 

■ Kitchen cabinets and/or countertops 

■ Bathroom countertops and/or vanity 

■ Replacement of flooring material 

■ Flagpoles 30 feet or less in height 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/when-permit-required
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Depending on the size and location of your project, additional approvals may be 
necessary. Visit the LDS webpage for more information. 

 
You can also visit the Department of Code Compliance (DCC) website for 

information on how DCC addresses unpermitted construction. 
 

 
 
 

 

August Update on Lake Accotink 

Preservation Feasibility Study  
The Department of Public Works and 

Environmental Services (DPWES) has been 
working with an interdisciplinary team of County 

staff, United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
staff, and a team of consulting engineers, 

scientists, and professionals (referred to as the 
Accotink team) to support the Smaller Lake 

Accotink Preservation Feasibility Study.  

 

Lake Accotink Open House – On July 19, 

DPWES hosted an Open House at Kings Glen Elementary School in Springfield. This 
event was an opportunity for members of the public to learn about current efforts within 

Accotink Creek and Lake Accotink and receive information about the Smaller Lake 
Accotink Preservation Feasibility Study. 

 
Fairfax County is currently studying sediment movement in Accotink Creek and Lake 

Accotink while exploring options to preserve a 20- to 40-acre lake at a depth of 4 to 8 
feet. As part of this effort, the County actively sought community feedback at the Open 

House—and will continue to seek feedback throughout the feasibility study—to help 
shape the planning process and preservation of a smaller Lake Accotink. 

 
The Arcadis and WSP/LimnoTech consultant team presented several possible scenarios 

for preserving a smaller lake and discussed how sediment movement will be modeled 
using field-collected data. The team outlined the conceptual approaches being 

considered for preserving a smaller Lake Accotink. Representatives from the USGS 

shared how they are collecting field information for the sedimentation study. The Park 
Authority also presented an overview of their efforts regarding the dam condition 

assessment. 
 

Open House Outreach – DPWES, in collaboration with its public relations consultant, 
launched a robust outreach campaign to promote the July 19 Open House. Efforts 

included direct engagement with residents at local farmers markets, posting flyers at 
libraries and community spaces, and advertising through Fairfax County Supervisors’ 

newsletters. Five hundred postcards were mailed to nearby households, and multilingual 

Environment & Parks News 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/when-permit-required
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/october-2024-code-compliance-corner
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flyers were distributed to 28 community organizations. Additional outreach included 
sharing materials at local businesses, multicultural venues, and Braddock Nights 

Concerts at Lake Accotink Park, as well as publishing content through county social 
media channels. Flyers were also posted at park pavilions and kiosks around the Lake 

Accotink Trail. These coordinated efforts aimed to raise broad awareness and encourage 
meaningful community participation. 

 
Open House Metrics 

■ Approximately 120 community members attended the event to learn about the 

study directly from the study team. 

■ The most common ways people heard about the event were from Facebook, email, 

or, notably, multiple sources, such as word of mouth, birdwatching, publications, 

and newsletters. 

■ Participants came from 13 different zip codes around the Lake Accotink watershed. 

Approximately 74 percent of responding attendees reported living in 22151, 
22150, and 22152, areas directly around Lake Accotink. 

■ A priority of the open house was to gather feedback and receive input from 

attendees on the study. DPWES received comment cards and documented verbal 

feedback from attendees. 
 

Next Steps – DPWES is currently reviewing feedback received from the public at the 
Open House and is in the process of finalizing the Desk Assessment Technical 

Memorandum which includes initial preliminary smaller lake configurations shared at the 
open house. Once finalized, this technical memorandum will be available on the Smaller 

Lake Accotink Public Engagement website for information and feedback. 
 

Dam Assessment – As previously noted, when work began on the dam assessment, 
the Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) found that the sluice gate was not able to close 

properly to allow the dewatering of the stilling basin. The sluice gate has now been 
repaired. After Labor Day, the water level will be drawn down and the dam assessment 

will begin. 
 

For additional information, including project background and previous studies, visit the 

DPWES project website. 

 

Comment on County EV Infrastructure Plans 
Fairfax County is developing its first Electric 

Vehicle (EV) Readiness Strategy to support 
the growing number of EVs on our roads! From 

public charging stations to building codes, your 
input will help shape how the County prepares 

for an EV-friendly future.  
 

A virtual townhall will be held on Wednesday, 
August 6 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. on 

Microsoft Teams. Your feedback will help guide where and how the County invests in 

https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/d88226
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/d88226
http://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MzdmYWZiYWYtMTBjYS00NjQ2LTk4ZjUtZWU5OTdjZTkzNzNk%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252216ed5ab4-2b59-4e40-806d-8a30bdc9cf26%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25228acc101c-f440-4e12-bdc5-79d60c217492%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Bohr%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7Cc536f2c673e84c153b8b08ddc4783e52%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638882742948834893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fy5D69QEoBMwevI6tk%2BRtqjgX8x5J3k6HIXHJISUWD8%3D&reserved=0
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public charging, how to make EV benefits accessible to all residents, and what policies 
support clean transportation for everyone. There will be time for questions before and 

during the townhall. 
 

The draft strategy will be posted on Monday, August 4. The public comment period, 
which will run from August 4 – 18, is a great opportunity to share your views on the EV 

Readiness Strategy. 

 

Urban Heat Islands Advisory 
Urban heat islands are neighborhoods that retain 

more heat on sunny summer days than 
surrounding areas because of less vegetation, 

more buildings and more pavement. These areas 
in the County are experiencing more extreme 

heat than in previous years, not only during the 

day, but also during nighttime hours. Annandale, 
Bailey’s Crossroads, Centreville, Hybla Valley, 

Merrifield, Seven Corners, Springfield and 
Tysons are some of the hottest areas in Fairfax County. 
 

Everyone can be affected by heat, but some people are more at risk of heat exhaustion 

than others, especially if they work, live or exercise in these areas. If you work outside, 
live or work in a heat island without access to reliable air conditioning, or have chronic 

medical conditions, you can learn more here about how to protect yourself and your 
loved ones from heat. 

 
Fairfax County is taking steps to reduce the negative effects of urban heat islands by 

providing a variety of services to the community, establishing heat-resilient building 
guidelines and taking steps to increase the County’s urban forest. Click here for more 

details.     
 

Deer Management Season Begins in September 
This year’s annual season for deer management in 

Fairfax County will run from September 6, 2025 
through February 14, 2026. The Fairfax County Police 

Department (FCPD) partners with the Fairfax County 
Park Authority, NOVA Parks, and public landholders to 

conduct the deer management program in select 
Fairfax County Parks. FCPD provides strict program 

oversight to ensure public safety.   
 

If you live adjacent to one of the deer management zones, you will soon receive a 
postcard explaining the program and providing contact information, should you have any 

questions or concerns about the program.   
 

https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/d88226
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/extreme-heat-and-urban-heat-islands
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/extreme-heat-and-urban-heat-islands
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/extreme-heat-and-urban-heat-islands


 
 

20 
 

Parks will remain open to the public during the deer management season, and safety 
measures will be in place to allow for continued safe park visitation and recreation. If 

you need to enter a deer management zone, please be cautious, make yourself seen, 
and be sure to keep your dogs on leash according to County code and park rules.  

The goal of the program is to reduce the negative ecological, public health and herd 
health impacts associated with overabundant deer populations. Visit the County’s 

website to learn more. 
 

Free Trees to Community Organizations 
Thanks to a partnership with Casey Trees, Fairfax County 
community-based organizations can apply to receive non-

invasive and regionally native trees to plant on private 
properties. Apply by Friday, October 31 to get free trees for 

your organization! 

 
The program is offered by the Urban and Community Forestry 

Division (UCFD) and Casey Trees. It’s designed to help 
community organizations such as volunteer groups, civic 

associations, and faith-based organizations, obtain high-quality, 
professionally grown trees at no cost from Casey Tree Farm. This 

farm is recognized as one of the foremost nurseries in the region. 
Casey Trees will reserve and deliver trees directly to community 

organizations for planting projects in the County. Delivery 
includes loading and offloading at a single location designated in 

the application. 
 

This program focuses on increasing tree cover in economically 
disadvantaged communities, which typically do not benefit from 

moderate tree cover. However, all community associations are encouraged to apply, 

regardless of the proposed planting location. 
 

The costs of the trees and delivery are covered by the County’s Tree Preservation 
and Planting Fund. More information about the application can be found on the 

Department of Public Works and Environmental Services website. To learn more 
about the UCFD’s tree programs, visit the UCFD website. 

 

Battery Recycling Program 
You can recycle your old and expired single-use/alkaline AND rechargeable/lithium-ion 

batteries at participating library branches or district 
offices in Fairfax County.  

 
Call2Recycle battery collection boxes are located in 

select locations around the County, including the 
Braddock District Office (9002 Burke Lake Road, Burke) 

and Suite 458 in the Fairfax County Government Center 

(12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax).  

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/deer-management-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/deer-management-program
https://fairfaxcounty-639180.workflowcloud.com/forms/3d5e3ed5-3623-4620-ac1a-10a8d24e9023
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/trees/tree-preservation-and-planting-fund
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/trees/tree-preservation-and-planting-fund
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/trees/tree-distribution-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/urban-forest-management-fairfax-county
https://www.call2recycle.org/locator/
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Lithium-ion batteries DO NOT belong in your curbside trash or recycling bin because 
they are highly flammable. Plus, they contain heavy metals that can be pulled out and 

remade into new batteries and other items. Alkaline batteries can also be reprocessed 
for their metals, thereby reducing the need to mine for new resources.  

 
Watch the new episode of Trash Talk to find out how the Fairfax County Solid Waste 

Management Program is providing more accessible battery drop-off points for residents 
at select locations.  

 

Clean Fairfax Gives Tips for a Plastic-Free Fall 
If you participated in Plastic Free July, you now 

know that you can successfully replace plastics 
where they sneak into your life. Keep the 

momentum going and look for ways to cut out 

plastics and single use items in your back-to-
school or back-to-work preparations. 

 
Here are a few easy ways to reduce waste and cut down on your exposure to harmful 

microplastics: 

1. Instead of drinking bottled water, try to use a reusable water bottle and/or hot 

beverage thermos—preferably stainless steel or glass. Drink from the tap or the 

water fountain to avoid the microplastics present in bottled water.  

2. Repurpose reusable containers like pickle or spaghetti sauce jars, or buy reusable, 

tight-sealing containers for lunches and snacks.  

3. Make reusable cutlery sets for packed lunches. You can find inexpensive silverware 

at thrift stores and wrap it in a cloth napkin or a pencil case.  

 
Clean Fairfax encourages environmental stewardship and urban sustainability in Fairfax 

County through education, programming and community involvement. Learn more on 
their website. 

 
 

 

 

TPB Sets Schedule for Visualize 2050 Plan Review and 

Approval 
Visualize 2050: Steps to Review and Approval 

The National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board 

(TPB) has announced the final schedule for review and 

approval of the draft Visualize 2050 National Capital Region 

Transportation Plan, the FY 2026-2029 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP), and the accompanying Air Quality Conformity Analysis 

Report. The October–December 2025 time frame will feature key meetings, a 30-day 

Transportation Updates 
 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWOVwQ9LOp8
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
http://www.cleanfairfax.org/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2025/07/28/-tpb-sets-schedule-for-final-steps-of-visualize-2050-plan-review-and-approval/
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public comment period, and votes leading up to anticipated approval of these documents 

on December 17, 2025. 

The July 16 TPB meeting included an 

overview of Visualize 2050 work to date and 

presentations on the completed air quality 

conformity analysis and future system 

performance technical analysis. VDOT 

provided an update on the I-495 Southside 

Express Lanes Study, and the TPB heard 

public comment about Visualize and the 

proposed I-495 SEL project, which would 

extend the HOT3+ express lanes on the southern section of the Capital Beltway (I-495) 

from the Springfield interchange in Fairfax County, across the Woodrow Wilson Memorial 

Bridge, to the MD 210 interchange in Prince George's County, Maryland. 

Key Fall 2025 Dates 

■ October 15, 2025: TPB votes to move forward with or without the I-495 Southside 

Express Lanes project for continuation in the plan development and air quality 

conformity processes 

■ October 23 - November 21, 2025: Public comment period 

■ November 19, 2025: TPB briefing on Visualize 2050 plan, FY 2026-2029 TIP, and 

public comment received to date 

■ December 17, 2025: TPB receives update on additional comments and acts to 

approve the Visualize 2050 plan, FY 2026-2029 TIP, and Air Quality Conformity 

Analysis Report 

Spread the Word 

Follow TPB News for future Visualize 2050 announcements, and share #Visualize2050 
activities and resources by following TPB on social media.  

 
 

 
 

Personal Safety for College-Bound Students  
Officers from the West Springfield District Police 

Station will be hosting a Personal Safety for College-
Bound Students lecture on Tuesday, August 12, at 

6:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the West 
Springfield District Station (6140 Rolling Road, 

Springfield). 
This presentation covers situational awareness, how 

to recognize and respond to danger in different 

Public Safety 
Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

https://www.mwcog.org/events/2025/7/16/transportation-planning-board/
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/i-495-southside-express-lanes-study/
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/i-495-southside-express-lanes-study/
https://visualize2050.org/get-involved/
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settings, and strategies to defend yourself if necessary. The lecture will last about an 

hour, with time for questions during and after. No registration is required. 

For questions prior to the event, please contact MPO Tony Capizzi at (703) 277-

2363 or anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Kids in Today’s Society Presentation 

Parents, caregivers, and mentors are invited 

to attend a “Kids in Today’s Society” 
presentation on Thursday, August 19, from 

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the Community 
Room of the West Springfield District Police 

Station (6140 Rolling Road, Springfield). 
 

This informative session will explore the 

challenges young people are facing today, 

including social media, substance use, mental 
health concerns, and more. Attendees will learn strategies for having meaningful 

conversations, supporting young people through tough times, and connecting with the 

resources available through Fairfax County. Registration is not required. 

Reach out to MPO Tony Capizzi at anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (703) 

277-2363 if you have questions. 

Avoiding Scams and Fraud 
Members of local law enforcement will be hosting 

an Avoiding Scams and Fraud presentation on 
Saturday, August 23, at 10:00 a.m. in 

the Community Room of the West Springfield 
District Police Station (6140 Rolling Road, 

Springfield). 

Topics covered in this informative, one-hour 
session will include common scams circulating in 

our community, how scammers target victims (and 

how to spot the signs), protecting yourself and loved ones and how to respond if you’ve 

been targeted. No registration is required. 

Reach out to MPO Tony Capizzi at anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (703) 

277-2363 if you have questions. 

 

 

 

mailto:anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
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FCPD 30x30 Highlights 
Since 2021, the Fairfax County Police Department (FCPD) has committed to the U.S. 
Department of Justice 30x30 Initiative to reach 30% female representation in police 

recruitment classes by 2030. 
 

The FCPD is proud to share the tremendous progress on 
gender diversity hirings, assignments and promotions. 

In 2021, 3 women served at the rank of Captain. 
Today, more women are serving at command positions 

and at much higher ranks: 

■ 1 woman at the rank of Assistant Chief in charge 

of all criminal investigations 

■ 2 women serving at the rank of Deputy Chief (Major Crimes Bureau & Patrol 
Operations) 

■ 9 women serving at the rank of Major 

■ 3 women serving at the rank of Captain 

■ 6 women serving as professional staff Directors. 
 

To learn more about the FCPD’s headway towards achieving the 30x30 Initiative, view 
the Highlights from the Field report. 

 

FCPD Recruitment Initiative for Federal Workers 
In response to recent federal workforce reductions, the Fairfax 

County Police Department (FCPD) has launched a dedicated 
recruitment initiative aimed at hiring experienced professionals 

seeking stable and rewarding career opportunities in public safety. 
 

FCPD is offering a $15,000 hiring bonus for new police officers and 
has a variety of professional staff positions available. Federal 

employees and other skilled professionals bring valuable expertise 
that aligns with the needs of the department, making them strong candidates for a 

variety of roles. 
 

Why Consider FCPD? 

As one of the nation’s most dynamic law enforcement agencies, FCPD serves the largest 
jurisdiction in Virginia with over 1,500 dedicated professionals. The department provides 

diverse assignments, cutting-edge technology, and innovative programs, offering a 
range of career paths in both sworn and professional staff capacities. FCPD offers 

competitive compensation and extensive benefits, including volunteer & military leave, 
paid family leave, health & wellness coverage, and retirement plans. For more 
information, view the County's employee benefits. 

 
Current Openings 

https://30x30initiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Fairfax-PD-Highlights-from-the-Field-1.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hr/fairfax-county-benefits-summary
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Opportunities within FCPD include Police Officers and Professional Staff Positions such as 
Police Citizen Aides, administrative assistants, and investigative aides. For a full list of 

job openings and application details, visit FCPD's recruitment site. 
 

Ideal Candidates & Career Growth 
Professionals transitioning from federal employment or other structured roles will find 

that their skills—such as teamwork, problem-solving, and operational efficiency—are 
highly valued at FCPD. The department provides extensive training tailored to each role, 

including a top-rated police academy for sworn officers and specialized instruction for 
civilian employees. Leadership development programs, tuition reimbursement, and 

career advancement opportunities are also available. 
 

How to Apply 
Those interested in pursuing a career with FCPD can begin the application process. 

 

 
 

 

Dementia Friends Information Session  
The Fairfax Area Agency on Aging’s Caregiver & Supportive Services Unit invites you to 

join a virtual Dementia Friends Information Session.  
 

This webinar will be presented by Diane Watson and Allegra Joffe. After the virtual 
session, participants will be able to describe dementia and know the most common type 

of dementia, state the five key messages about dementia, explain one approach to 
effectively communicate with a person with dementia, and commit to an action as a 

Dementia Friend in their community. 
 

The webinar will be held on Wednesday, August 13, from 12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 

Register for the event, which is free and open to the public. For questions, email 
Ayiguli.Saifuding@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (571) 407-6961. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

http://www.joinfcpd.org/
https://joinfcpd.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/EReg/Registration.aspx?groupID=71
mailto:Ayiguli.Saifuding@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Free Events at the Wellness Center for Older Adults 
4027B Olley Lane, Fairfax | Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Program Descriptions

NOVA Scripts Presentation August 5 

NOVA Scripts Central will present a free workshop at 10:30 for all to join. The topic for 
August is "Lung Cancer Awareness.” This session will raise awareness about lung cancer 

prevention, early detection, and the importance of regular screenings to reduce risk. Call 
to reserve a seat at (703) 970-3601. 

 
Creativity Leads to Wellness  

August 6, 13, 20, & 27 
Join creative art sessions led by Sharon Fishel, a local artist from the McLean Project 

for the Arts. This class will focus on individuals discovering their creativity and learning 
art elements. All materials are provided. 

 
Dance for Brain Health  

August 7, 14, 21, & 28 

Based on CDC reports, research shows that the areas of the brain that control memory 
and skills such as planning and organizing improve with exercise. Dance has the added 

dimensions of rhythm, balance and music that enhance the benefits of simple movement 

https://mpaart.org/
https://mpaart.org/
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– plus, it’s fun! This class is appropriate for persons living with dementia, their 
caregivers and anyone interested in preventing health conditions associated with 

cognitive decline. Call to reserve your space at (703) 970-3601. 
 

Muzic4Lives Concert August 15 
Muzic4Lives is a student-run initiative designed to promote mental well-being, 

community connections, and to lift spirits! They gather musicians, singers, and dancers 
ranging from elementary to high school students for these performances. Come enjoy a 

musical performance and leave with a smile on your face! Call to reserve a seat at (703) 
970- 3601.

 
Movie Club August 15 

Join for a movie club experience. This activity is centered around watching quality films 
and having a discussion following the movie. 

 

Memory Screenings August 18 
Insight Memory Care Center offers free confidential memory screenings and educational 

materials to people with concerns about their memory or who want to check their 
memory now for future comparison. Call to reserve a 30-minute appointment at (703) 

970-3601. 
 

Tie Dye Day! August 19 
Come bring your creativity (and a piece of white clothing) to tie-dye! We will supply the 

colors and rubber bands for you to make a colorful and creative design of your choosing. 
Bring home to wash and unravel your masterpiece! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://muzic4lives.org/
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All-Abilities Park Community Information Session – Save the Date 
Supervisor Walkinshaw and the Fairfax County Park Authority invite you to hear what’s 

happening with the All-Abilities Park in the Braddock District. Join us on Tuesday, 
September 2, for a virtual meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 
The All-Abilities Park site is located on Rec Center Road, off Braddock Road just south of 

the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles. When the Commonwealth of Virginia 

transferred the Northern Virginia Training Center site to a private developer, Erickson 
Senior Living, former Braddock District Supervisor John Cook worked with Erickson to 

arrange for the donation of land for a project dedicated to recreation for people of all 
abilities.  

 
Mark your calendars for this update session. Information on how to attend will be 

available on Fairfax County Park News and in upcoming issues of the Walkinshaw 
Advisory. We look forward to seeing you on September 2. 

 
 

Proposal for Housing Adjacent to the Church of the Good Shepherd 
On April 11, 2023, the Board authorized a potential Comprehensive Plan Amendment for 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, located at 9350 Braddock Road, Fairfax, to consider 

developing a portion of the Church’s property along Olley Lane with single-family 
houses. Currently planned at 1-2 dwellings per acre, the Plan Amendment would 

consider an increase to 2-3 dwellings per acre to facilitate the development. At the time, 
the Board voted to defer active work on the amendment, citing the need for additional 

public outreach and consideration of the site for affordable housing. 
 

Since that time, the proposed development site has been subdivided from the Church’s 
property. A contract purchaser began speaking with community members earlier this 

year. They held neighborhood meetings and have shared a revised development 

concept. 
 

Land Use & Development 

 

UPCOMING LAND USE MEETINGS & HEARINGS 
 

All-Abilities Park Information Session 

¶ September 2 at 7:00 p.m. - virtual 
 

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee Meeting 

¶ September 16 at 7:00 p.m. – Braddock Hall 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fparks%2Fparknews&data=05%7C02%7CMarcia.PapeDaniels%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C56ab933e85914c416bbb08ddcf69017e%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638894772074592299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xwy00ey17q%2Bij96Le0dePFmrfpdJUTPNU6ciSWeyhjs%3D&reserved=0
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Given this progress, Supervisor Walkinshaw plans to ask the Board to reconsider the 

deferred status of the authorization at the August 26 Board meeting. If reprioritized 
from Tier 3 to Tier 2, the formal Plan amendment process could begin once the 

appropriate resources are available. More information will be provided once the timing is 
known. Please share any comments or questions with dpdpz@fairfaxcounty.gov.  

 

 
 

Groundbreaking for Fairview Fire 
Station 32 
Supervisor Walkinshaw joined Fire Chief 

John Butler, Springfield District Supervisor 

Pat Herrity, Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services Director Chris 

Herrington, and others from the County to 
celebrate the groundbreaking for Fairview 

Fire Station 32 on July 29.  
 

 
The Fairview Fire Station is located just west of 

the intersection of Burke Centre Parkway and Ox 
Road and serves both the Braddock and 

Springfield Districts. The former one-story, two-
bay station, built in 1980, is being replaced by a 

state-of-the-art two-story, three-bay station on 
the existing site. The new building will meet the 

current and future needs of the Fire and Rescue 
Department, including space for additional staff 

members and additional bunk rooms, updated 

apparatus bays, decontamination areas, and 
administrative and living spaces. 

  
Importantly, the project incorporates multiple sustainability strategies and is designed to 

achieve LEED Gold certification, 50 percent energy reduction, Net Zero Energy design, 
and will utilize all electrical systems and equipment. The project includes Photovoltaic 

panels and geothermal heating and cooling systems. 
 

Funding for the project was approved in the 2018 Public Safety Bond Referendum. 
Construction is expected to be completed in Spring 2027. A temporary facility located at 

11112 Chapel Road, 1.3 miles south of the permanent station, is being used to provide 
service during the construction period. Additional information is available on the 

Fairview Fire Station project webpage.  
 

 

mailto:dpdpz@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/capital-projects/fairview-fire-station
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Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment on Electrical Substations 
There are currently more than 80 electrical 

substations in Fairfax County. Substations 
are a necessary part of the interconnected 

energy network. They connect transmission 
lines, move bulk electricity over long 

distances, and step power down to the 
distribution level for customers. The 

equipment varies in height from circuit 
breakers that are approximately 15 feet tall 

to backbone structures and transmission 
poles that are 75 to 95 feet tall. Recently, 

most of the applications have been for new 
substations associated with the development of data centers or for upgrading existing 

substations. 
 

The Board of Supervisors recently authorized advertisement of public hearings before 

the Planning Commission and Board to consider a Zoning Ordinance amendment related 
to electrical substations. The proposed amendment revises the definition, permissions, 

and use standards for electrical substations, including new standards for setbacks and 
screening. 

 

¶ Planning Commission Public Hearing: October 16 at 7:30 p.m. 

¶ Board of Supervisors Public Hearing: December 9 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
For additional information, including the staff report for this proposal, visit the 

Substations – Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment webpage.  
 

 

Braddock District Land Use &  
Environment Committee Meeting 

 

The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee will not 
meet in August. Their next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

September 16, at 7:00 p.m. in Braddock Hall, 9002 Burke Lake 

Road, Burke. The agenda will include presentations and updates on 
pending Braddock District land use cases and related proposals.  

 
Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee meetings are 

open to the public and interested residents are encouraged to 
participate.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/substations
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How to Ensure the Safety of Your Deck 
Across the country, collapses and failures of 
decks, porches, and balconies account for 

thousands of injuries each year. On the 
Deck Safety webpage, Fairfax County’s 

building official, Jay Riat, provides answers 
to common deck safety questions, including 

the average lifespan of a deck, how to 
ensure a deck is safe, and how to identify 

potential issues before a deck becomes 
dangerous. Remember that building permits 

are required for building a new or replacing an existing deck. 
 

 

Braddock District Cases Filed with the Board of Zoning 

Appeals 
The Fairfax County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and makes decisions on 
requests for variances (relief from specific zoning regulations such as lot width, building 

height, or minimum yard requirements) and Special Use Permits. It meets on 
Wednesdays beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Auditorium. BZA meetings are aired 

live on the County government's cable TV Channel 16. Residents who have concerns 
about an application are encouraged to submit a letter for the record or testify at the 

hearing on the case in person, by telephone, or by pre-submitted video. For information 
on how to submit comments or testify, please visit the Board of Zoning Appeals 

website. These matters will not come before the Board of Supervisors but will be 
decided by the BZA. 

 
Access to information on BZA cases is available through the Planning and Land Use 

System, or PLUS. The PLUS record includes background documents and staff reports, 

which are published one to two weeks prior to public hearing, depending on the case 
type. PLUS is updated in real time. Visit the PLUS website for more information on this 

land use platform. 
 

➢ 8600 Clara M. Morrissette Tr LLC – 8600 Morrissette Drive, Springfield 
SP-2025-BR-00025 

The applicants requested to permit a large health and exercise facility on the site 
for indoor softball training. This application was approved by the BZA on July 9. 

Information, including a map of the site and staff report, may be found on the 
PLUS website.  

 
➢ Olga Perederiy and Kiddies Learning Academy, LLC – 5508 Callander 

Drive, Springfield 
SP-2025-BR-00019 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/3-questions-deck-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/channel_16_live_stream.htm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/plus
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC25&capID2=00000&capID3=00DMI&agencyCode=FFX
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The applicant is requesting approval of a home day care facility for up to 12 

children, aged from birth to 12 years, 11 months of age. Hours of operation listed 
on the application would be from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Sunday 

(staff is verifying the hours). Arrival and departure hours would be staggered. The 
applicant has proposed to have one assistant who would work from 7:00 a.m. to 

5:30 p.m. and a second assistant on an as-needed basis between the hours of 
10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Parking would be on the street and in the driveway. This 

application has been scheduled for a BZA hearing on October 8. Information, 
including a map of the site and staff report, when available, may be found on the 

PLUS website. 

 
 

If you have questions regarding these land use cases or any other issues of concern to 
you, please email braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov or call the Braddock District office at 

(703) 425-9300. 
 

 

https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC25&capID2=00000&capID3=00AXD&agencyCode=FFX
mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov

