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Dear Neighbor, 
 

More trees mean cleaner air, lower energy costs, 
improved water quality, higher property values, and 

better quality of life. That’s why, as Chair of the Board 

of Supervisors' Environmental Committee, I’m working 
with county staff, the Tree Commission, and non-profits 

to explore strategies to grow our tree canopy. While the 
growth of our region certainly presents challenges to 

preserving existing trees, our most recent tree canopy 
study provided some surprising and positive results. 

 
From 2012 to 2021, Fairfax County’s tree canopy – the layer of leaves and branches as 

measured from above – actually increased from 52% to 55%. Why?  
 

Remember that, through the early and mid-20th century, much of Fairfax County was 
farmland completely denuded of tree cover. In many areas of the county, suburban 

development that accelerated after World War II led to new trees being planted. The 
trees we enjoy in our yards, neighborhoods, and parks, were, in many cases, fields 

where crops were grown or livestock grazed. Each day that those trees are allowed to 

grow undisturbed, they are helping to increase our overall tree canopy. Even today, 
there are abandoned agricultural fields or hobby farms that are being converted to low 

density residential with trees. 
 

However, our tree canopy study is based on aerial images and cannot distinguish 
between increased green vegetation that resulted from the growth of existing tree 

canopy, existing or newly planted bushes and greenery, or the spread of invasive plants 
such as kudzu or Bradford Pear trees. 

  
Invasives are the “playground bullies” of our forests, suppressing growth of native 

plants, and putting at risk the health of our trees and forests. The removal of invasives, 
along with the restoration and maintenance of native plant species is a huge challenge 

that employees and dedicated volunteers undertake across Fairfax County. But truly 
tackling this problem will take sustained action at the local and state levels. 
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Unfortunately, this year Governor Youngkin vetoed legislation that would have helped 
reduce the sale of invasive species in Northern Virginia. 

 
At the July 23 meeting of the Board’s Environmental Committee, I asked my 

colleagues to support the development of a unified strategy to address the threat that 
invasives pose to our tree canopy and natural areas. In the Fall, we’ll be taking the next 

steps to do just that. Visit our Managing Invasive Species site to learn how you can 
help tackle this growing challenge. 

 

 

Public Safety Updates 

 

The first Tuesday of every August is National Night Out, a nationwide event where 

communities and law enforcement come together. I’ll be visiting neighborhoods across 

the Braddock District to talk with residents about crime prevention and more. National 

Night Out is an opportunity to show neighborhood spirit and strengthen partnerships 

with local police. I look forward to visiting as many neighborhoods as I can that evening! 

 

While no amount of crime is acceptable, the Fairfax County Police Department (FCPD)’s 

published data demonstrates that their great work and the strong trust that our 

community has in them, keeps Fairfax County the safest jurisdiction of its size in 

America.  

 

You can read about crime rates per patrol district, data highlights with visuals for 

violent crime rates, the 1st Quarter 2024 Countywide Crime Report, and FCPD’s 

crime mapping, which is an interactive map where you can learn which police 
department station corresponds to your address, geographic crime rates, demographics, 

and more of FCPD’s reports on crime in the County. 
 

Tax-Free Weekend 
 

Virginia’s Sales Tax Holiday is August 2-4, 2024. 
During this period, you can purchase qualifying 

school supplies, clothing, and emergency 
preparedness items without paying the state sales 

tax. This includes both retail and online shopping. 
Learn more at the Virginia Tax website. 

 

 

 
Yours in service, 
 

 

 
Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Agenda%20Item%204_Invasive%20Plant%20Mgmt%20and%20Tree%20Canopy%20Update_A-1a.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/invasive-species/manage
https://natw.org/about/
https://fcpdnews.wordpress.com/2024/07/15/fairfax-county-police-department-releases-q1-2024-crime-report/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F755va74ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013AoNLqBCxkf-UQl6RsUJNoiyMF5EgKz6-lhHnQ25b2X0cJ-9t-zPTueq-9YX9NGamASiyX_LftE00wNR08TJmNKg-EyqdIfVtnUx9xLw3G5KJDOBbCSoefSKmg5EZ56HP5w_ZraEXhwcsQdyBWwaRAbl_YmjNiMROPunKTV01yccX0NN3ocyvX0rdRg8fY0Fje3X2WA2Uo4Kol6ZtNh7Cl6ehLMBms0xUyniw_AbR2xhJqMOMgOkzmpBurcCkW3uH49Ze_a4cfHM7juqzTI5sTlwW5xgeGW0hwlYXVA7u5tFIkLany-NdCS3kPaDIiV6Eui5L1-MVTc%3D%26c%3DsBmNBhRYygnDNDhKaRWbk4dGp8-B2BFPpfuq5BY7buJBHdQOK2xlxg%3D%3D%26ch%3Du9IwTuqg-FMJxgXwyv9kAbme3cv2A25k-dK3MSTccPuubNopK05t9A%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cfrank.anderson%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C22049fb1b78a4d20150f08dca76ec1f5%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638569341370095246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h%2BLMFacRZ1KnWBbVcyeCiz1qLk74pBE6BSvVhjhAVI8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F755va74ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013AoNLqBCxkf-UQl6RsUJNoiyMF5EgKz6-lhHnQ25b2X0cJ-9t-zPTueq-9YX9NGa797KZaQO8BeTPxHSEl6vwxA4AVyQap0_OvNLraJFBDUkxR8IfpW8ZNgnfauPmDT1tWfyFc2BfaH3602wnu1QjD6c6quWvd4xT5IQbvlVayrVFjUMLs0qAam2yLgY5lSmxlBKQ8wSvhQ9Xbffdy7VJYFPI4KsaJrhLu4_FPG2WXhPsa9EBpdJ1fP4zTZAqFu6NxBbgCwWJ7BtsKWL8bF9uaLgayoJtWkNoCyEPn0_lkU%3D%26c%3DsBmNBhRYygnDNDhKaRWbk4dGp8-B2BFPpfuq5BY7buJBHdQOK2xlxg%3D%3D%26ch%3Du9IwTuqg-FMJxgXwyv9kAbme3cv2A25k-dK3MSTccPuubNopK05t9A%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cfrank.anderson%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C22049fb1b78a4d20150f08dca76ec1f5%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638569341370101603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g3%2FJuPkqPPMeb%2BXVSdREKDWeQgoo9pEDSncfjuG1QSU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F755va74ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013AoNLqBCxkf-UQl6RsUJNoiyMF5EgKz6-lhHnQ25b2X0cJ-9t-zPTueq-9YX9NGa-RRp1q3-BL3gra4jLtjBJC_5U8l2Df6Tc4HTYXHnwip6UKID1o3I94jAyWgm7V0wRY5LbcUD3fQBo1Hw8CcQD_SKvR9EZfY6qLEQluWSI_7brWVnSmpxvt4hxHhH_OzLRuhhRrZDF6xzdBTb8M22_Pr0EAg7GAEDVDwB76rExrUHASEw4iJS_o6JCrZEZ56LJgEXHMe2hDU%3D%26c%3DsBmNBhRYygnDNDhKaRWbk4dGp8-B2BFPpfuq5BY7buJBHdQOK2xlxg%3D%3D%26ch%3Du9IwTuqg-FMJxgXwyv9kAbme3cv2A25k-dK3MSTccPuubNopK05t9A%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cfrank.anderson%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C22049fb1b78a4d20150f08dca76ec1f5%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638569341370107514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lQjQTXDu86rbPgkqIlVAhP1eaAzRhDxkrY9qYcvIDJM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F755va74ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013AoNLqBCxkf-UQl6RsUJNoiyMF5EgKz6-lhHnQ25b2X0cJ-9t-zPTueq-9YX9NGaU7TuT23l9G18klweoAG39C08mdyB1mTnA8UhDaZyAO7uSbftRIP2mz0xNsaM1fS5u56Y7c2vg2m5JZuBy7SlGlFaTG7g6TVbqeXzfIcfeXz41831_a8fuA%3D%3D%26c%3DsBmNBhRYygnDNDhKaRWbk4dGp8-B2BFPpfuq5BY7buJBHdQOK2xlxg%3D%3D%26ch%3Du9IwTuqg-FMJxgXwyv9kAbme3cv2A25k-dK3MSTccPuubNopK05t9A%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cfrank.anderson%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C22049fb1b78a4d20150f08dca76ec1f5%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638569341370139276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwkH91EQpAms1uLx14A4DxAMSZ3lzpeN4rpob80kD2w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F755va74ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013AoNLqBCxkf-UQl6RsUJNoiyMF5EgKz6-lhHnQ25b2X0cJ-9t-zPTueq-9YX9NGaU7TuT23l9G18klweoAG39C08mdyB1mTnA8UhDaZyAO7uSbftRIP2mz0xNsaM1fS5u56Y7c2vg2m5JZuBy7SlGlFaTG7g6TVbqeXzfIcfeXz41831_a8fuA%3D%3D%26c%3DsBmNBhRYygnDNDhKaRWbk4dGp8-B2BFPpfuq5BY7buJBHdQOK2xlxg%3D%3D%26ch%3Du9IwTuqg-FMJxgXwyv9kAbme3cv2A25k-dK3MSTccPuubNopK05t9A%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cfrank.anderson%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C22049fb1b78a4d20150f08dca76ec1f5%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638569341370139276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwkH91EQpAms1uLx14A4DxAMSZ3lzpeN4rpob80kD2w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.tax.virginia.gov/virginia-sales-tax-holiday
https://www.tax.virginia.gov/virginia-sales-tax-holiday
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Upcoming Events 
Details on these events and more can be found in this edition of the Beacon or by 

contacting braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

 

■ August 1-31……………National Black Business Month, National Immunization              
Awareness Month, National Road Victim Month, World Cancer Support Month 

■ August 1….Public Comment Period on Solid Waste Management Plan Begins 

■ August 2…………………………………………………Bill Kirchen at Royal Lake Park 

 Kings Park Band at Lake Accotink Park 

■ August 3………………………Mad Science of Washington at Wakefield Park 

■ August 4.…………………………………………………………...US Coast Guard Birthday 

■ August 6…………………………………………………………………………..National Night Out 

■ August 7…………Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events (CRASE) Lecture 
                        Purple Heart Day 

■ August 8………………………………………………………… Multilingual Learning Summit 

 Wakefield Tennis and Pickleball Redevelopment Project Public Comment Deadline 

■ August 9……………………………………………Cumbia Heights at Lake Royal Park 

                                               The Nova Brass Ensemble at Lake Accotink 

■ August 10……………………………………The Great Zucchini at Wakefield Park 

                                            Blue Star Families Back to School Military Fair 

 Juice Box with a Cop  

■ August 14……………………………Dementia Friendly Fairfax informational webinar 

■ August 16…………………………………………………High Noon at Lake Royal Park 

                                                 Sunny@Midnight at Lake Accotink Park 

■ August 17………………………………………The Grandsons Jr. at Wakefield Park 

Read on to Learn More About: 

Walkinshaw in the Community ...................................................................... 5 

August Citizens of the Month ......................................................................... 7 

Seasonal Items  ............................................................................................. 8 

Community News  ........................................................................................ 10 

Youth News ................................................................................................. 13 

Environment & Parks News ......................................................................... 15 

Compliance Corner ...................................................................................... 19 

Public Safety ............................................................................................... 20 

Human Services Corner ............................................................................... 22 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers ..................................................... 24 

Land Use & Development ............................................................................. 27 
 

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/arts-in-the-parks
https://www.uscg.mil/About/?utm_campaign=mos-enews-august2023&utm_content=html&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.uso.org/stories/2276-8-purple-heart-facts?utm_campaign=mos-enews-august2023&utm_content=html&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/arts-in-the-parks
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/arts-in-the-parks
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   Personal Safety for College Students 

■ August 21………………Supporting Loved Ones with Hoarding Virtual Workshop 

■ August 24……………………………………………………………Celebrate Lake Accotink 

■ September 12…………………………………………… Career Expo for Military Spouses 

■ September 16……………Community Meeting on Proposed Expansion of Burke 

Health and Rehabilitation Center 

■ September 17………….…Braddock District Land Use and Environment 

Committee Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2024/lake-accotink-park-celebration
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Walkinshaw in the Community 
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In July, Supervisor Walkinshaw also: 

▪ Attended the public online meeting to discuss proposed pickleball courts 

at Wakefield Park on July 9 

▪ Celebrated the 40th Anniversary of Insight the Memory Care Center, July 

18 

▪ Attended the graduation ceremony for the 86th session of the Fairfax 

County Criminal Justice Academy on July 25 
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Fairfax Tree Stewards 
 
The members of the Fairfax Tree 

Stewards have been selected as our 
August Citizens of the Month for the 

expertise and dedication they 
demonstrated during the planning 

and execution of the plan to install 
trees at Monticello Park earlier this 

year. Over a period of roughly five 

months, the Tree Stewards 
President, Brenda Frank, coordinated 

with our Braddock District Office, 
Fairfax County Park Authority, and the Monticello Dog Park Friends group to strategize 

what type of trees would benefit the park and where each should be located.  
 

A few days before the planting, Tree Stewards members picked up the selected trees 
from tree nurseries and recruited roughly a dozen or more of their volunteers to dig 

deep holes at Monticello Park. Then, over the Earth Day weekend, they planted ten new 
trees! The planting project was a win-win for the County and the Stewards, as the 

County benefited from the free labor of the volunteers, and the Tree Stewards benefited 
from the opportunity to train several new members of their organization. The Tree 

Stewards also arranged for their local volunteers to regularly water and maintain the 
trees for many seasons to come. They truly went above and beyond what the County 

expected from this project. 

    
The Fairfax Tree Stewards is a nonprofit corporation that advocates for the 

preservation of the environment in Fairfax County by educating and encouraging the 
public to support the protection of trees. They have been active in the community for 

several years, participating in multiple tree-planting and tree preservation events, 
including at local schools, homeowners’ associations, and private residences. They also 

attend outreach events, and advocate for legislation in the Virginia General Assembly 
that protects trees and the environment. 

 
Their efforts are remarkable, as they also provide training and educational opportunities 

for people who are interested in tree preservation. As part of their training, the Fairfax 
Tree Stewards’ students take classes and get hands-on experience in tree planting. 

 
Because of their expertise and dedication to helping protect and expand tree canopy in 

our County, and their remarkable efforts to bring more shade to Monticello Park, 

Supervisor Walkinshaw is proud to recognize the Fairfax Tree Stewards as this month’s 
Citizens of the Month! Their contributions and commitment to keeping Fairfax County 

beautiful are worthy of recognition! 

August Citizens of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://fairfaxtreestewards.org/
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Do you know a Braddock District resident, or a group of residents, who should be recognized as our Citizen of the 
Month? Nominate them today! 

 

 
 

 
 
Braddock Nights 
The Braddock Entertainment Series’ Braddock Nights concerts continue on Friday 

nights at 7:30 p.m. at Lake Accotink 
Park (7500 Accotink Park Road, 

Springfield) and Royal Lake Park (5344 
Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax). 

 

We have three Arts in the Parks 
Children’s Entertainment Series 

left at Wakefield Park. This month’s 
perfomers offer a variety of forms of 

entertainment – from science to 
comedy shows, the fun continues! 

 
We thank those who have 

voulunteered at the concerts so far. 
Please email the Braddock District 

office if you are interested in helping 
out. You can read more about the 

Summer Entertainment Series – 
including the entire County’s schedule 

– on the County Summer 

Entertainment Series webpage. 
 

For information about weather-related 
cancellations, call the hotline at (703) 

324-7469 (SHOW) one hour before a 
show's scheduled start time for an 

update. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal Items 

https://bit.ly/2024cotm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.facebook.com/share/JbPz8QJ9TVoyZ3U7/
https://www.facebook.com/share/JbPz8QJ9TVoyZ3U7/
mailto:irma.mejia-lewis@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
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Mosquito Dunks and Chunks                                                   
Stop by the Braddock District Office (9002 Burke Lake Road, 
Burke) if you need free mosquito dunks or mosquito chunks for 

your water fixtures. 
 

Mosquito dunks and chunks have long been a feature of the 
County’s Fight the Bite campaign, acting as a treatment for large 

water fixtures, and mosquito chunks are smaller and safer for 
birdbaths and small fountains. Mosquito dunks are non-toxic to 

humans and pets but will help control your residential mosquito 
problem. Stop by the Braddock District Office from 9:00 a.m. 

- 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday to pick some up. Distribution is 
limited to two per household.    

          

To learn more about how to fight mosquitoes and other disease-
carrying insects, visit the County’s Fight the Bite website. 
 

Farmers Markets  
Farmers Markets continue at the Burke VRE Station (10399 
Premier Court, Burke) on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 

p.m. and Wakefield Park (8100 Braddock Road, Annandale) 
on Wednesdays from 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 
Almost 40 vendors will be at the markets, some offering 

online ordering as well. View a list of all of Fairfax’s 
Farmers Markets. 

 
Select Fairfax County Farmers Markets offer a Supplemental Nutritional Assistance 

Program (SNAP) matching program to eligible shoppers. Customers can charge their EBT 

cards at the SNAP Information Table and receive double the amount to purchase extra 
fruits and vegetables. Fairfax County has SNAP programs at five of its farmers market 

locations, including Wakefield Park. Volunteers run the SNAP booths where customers 
swipe their EBT cards to redeem tokens to spend at the market. More information on 

redeeming SNAP at the participating markets, including flyers in several languages, is 
available on FCPA’s website. 

 
 

2024 Taste of Annandale 
Celebrate community at the 2024 Taste of 
Annandale on Sept. 21, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.  

 
This free, family-friendly festival will be at a 

new location this year – the Eileen Garnett Civic 

Space, 7200 Columbia Pike, and the Annandale Fire Department’s social hall next door. 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bek5TTI9AcYqSXW35_EIiS5hT28xXr1yVNkrs2kDOPT8NNf12yoacLGhYZn_ZyTiUg_193-7fS_J7IgYiFBR3SxF9meI7hKXVXs-WFVxdEX6WdpXq0QeEVpAOs4SOaEOjk7nb8hk68x3grnZpjKZkQ0I1jY62cKBDWUJ_qtfvtY=&c=52RIlQHjIeTS20rhsuTiyxr1gDXtNyah3BhRO3PX6wuk_PazTMl0YA==&ch=qZTAsofklD-QwRSYdDVTx4b5ZdBv5GH8Qgndpzf5l1Bx3IWHkWteyA==
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/fightthebite/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/snap
https://tasteofannandale.com/
https://tasteofannandale.com/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/fightthebite/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
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The Taste of Annandale features live music and dance, food trucks, other food vendors, 
beer and wine, children’s performances and activities, a 5-K race, a chili cookoff, a pet 

contest, local businesses and organizations, and more.  
 

The Taste of Annandale 5K will start at 9:30 a.m. at the K Market parking lot at 4239 

John Marr Drive, Annandale. Register for the 5K here.  

Interested in sponsoring the Taste of Annandale? Learn more here.  

Space is filling up fast, but there are still opportunities for food vendors and non-food 

vendors. 

The Annandale-Mason Roundtable appreciates the sponsors who’ve signed up so far: 

Scarlet Haven Residential Services, the Virginia Players Alliance, Patient First, the Plaza 
at Landmark, Chik-fil-A, and Brightview Senior Living. 

 
 

 

 
 

Events for Service Members, Veterans, and Families 
The Service Members, Veterans, and Families (SMVF) regional initiative was 
designed to ensure that SMVF receive behavioral health and supportive services that are 

high quality, evidence-based, trauma-informed, culturally competent, and accessible. 
 
Sat. August 10, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.: Blue Star Families Back to School Military 

Fair 
Blue Star Families and Fairfax County Public 

Schools invite you to join them at their Back-to-
School Military Fair in the Cafeteria of West 

Springfield High School, 6100 Rolling Road, 
Springfield VA 22152. This opportunity is open to 

Active Duty, National Guard, Reserve, and Veteran 

families with students grades 7-12. 
Resources will be available to families, and supplies 

will be provided for students in grades 7-12. Registration ends Aug. 3rd. Register Here 
 

Training events 
 

➢ Tues. August 6, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m., Celebrating and Elevating American Indian and 
Alaskan Native SMVF: Honoring Traditions and Cultural practices in Healing. 

Register Here 
➢ Tues. August 6, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m., Interdisciplinary Care in Opioid Treatment: A 

Public Health and Interdisciplinary Approach to SUD (1.5 CE’s). Register Here 
➢ Thurs. August 8, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m., VA S.A.V.E. Suicide Prevention Training (1.5 

CE’s). Register Here 

Community News 

https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/Annandale/TasteofAnnadale5K
https://tasteofannandale.com/sponsors/
https://tasteofannandale.com/restaurants/
https://tasteofannandale.com/vendors/
https://tasteofannandale.com/vendors/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-board/region/service-members-veterans-families
https://bluestarfam.org/
https://neighborhood.bluestarfam.org/topics/29335/events/92448
https://prainc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_acUrJpCKSJi7UlYlszu9Fw#/registration
https://www.naadac.org/interdisciplinary-care-in-opioid-treatment-public-health-and-interdisciplinary-approach-webinar
https://www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?id=24003
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➢ Tues. August 13, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m., Natural Approaches to Improving Depression. 
Register Here 

➢ Tues. August 13, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Understanding Adverse Childhood 
Experiences: Building Self Healing Communities. Register Here 

➢ Tues. August 13, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m., WRIISC: Radiation as a Military Exposure. 
Register Here 

➢ Tues. August 13, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m., Suicide Prevention Strategies for Older 
Adults. Register Here 

➢ Wed. August 14, 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Medicaid’s Role in Military Family Well-
being and economic Security. Register Here 

➢ Wed. August 14th 3:00pm - 4:00pm, What is Harm Reduction for Alcohol (1 CE). 
Register Here 

 

Nominate a Champion of Character! 
Nominations are open for the 
2024 Champions of 

Character Awards. This 
program honors youth, 

coaches, and parents for 
extraordinary service in 

pursuing victory with honor on and off the field of competition. Instituted by the Fairfax 
County Athletic Council, the program aims to support the tradition of amateur athletics 

in cultivating teamwork, leadership, good sportsmanship, and community service. 
Awards are presented to a female athlete, male athlete, coach, and parent in each 

Supervisory District. 
 

Submit your nominations now! If you know youth, coaches, or parents who have 
demonstrated extraordinary service in the athletic community while modeling the basic 

traits of good character, nominate them today. Don’t forget those individuals from the 

fall or winter seasons who stood out for their dedication and sportsmanship. 
 

Complete the nomination form today to recognize deserving athletes, coaches, and 
parents in the Braddock District. 

 

Walmart Wellness Day 
Walmart invites communities to prioritize 

their health as they head back to school at 
Walmart Wellness Day on Saturday, 

August 3 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. This 
community event provides free health 

screenings, free and low-cost 
immunizations, and the opportunity to talk 

with a local Walmart pharmacist at more 
than 4,600 stores nationwide. 

 

https://mhttcnetwork.org/event/natural-approaches-to-improve-depression/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUuf-qsrzIoG9JdeKkyjwhslwKKsPNH-uEv#/registration
https://www.train.org/ma/course/1113068/live-event
https://www.train.org/ma/course/1121402/live-event
https://oneop.org/learn/160053/
https://www.naadac.org/harm-reduction-for-alcohol-webinar
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/athletics/champions-of-character/Nomination
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/athletics/champions-of-character/Nomination
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/athletics/champions-of-character/Nomination
https://corporate.walmart.com/news/2024/07/30/get-ready-for-back-to-school-with-free-screenings-and-affordable-immunizations-at-walmart-wellness-day
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/athletics/champions-of-character/Nomination
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During the event, affordable immunizations like flu, HPV, tetanus, hepatitis and more 
will be available. Customers can also participate in free health screenings for blood 

pressure and more. Insurance is not required to receive a COVID-19 vaccination, which 
is available at no cost, and other vaccines are covered under most major insurance 

plans. 
 

To find a free event in your neighborhood, visit their website. 
 

Educators Discount for Professional Development 
George Mason offers a 15% discount on tuition to Virginia educators 
seeking to further their careers by pursuing an additional degree. The 

Fall 2024 tuition discount application must be received by September 
3rd to be applied toward fall courses. To learn more, visit their 

website. 

 

 

Deer Management Season 
Each year, the Fairfax County Police Department 

(FCPD) partners with the Fairfax County Park 
Authority, NOVA Parks, and public landholders to 

conduct a deer management program in select Fairfax 
County Parks. Running from September 7 - February 15, 

the goal of the program is to protect human health and 
safety, reduce damage to the environment, and to 

conserve healthy, sustainable deer herds. Visit the County’s website to learn more. 
 

If you live adjacent to one of the deer management zones, you either have or will soon 
receive a letter explaining the program. It provides contact information you can use to 

contact FCPD if there are any issues or violations occurring in or around your home. 

Please be cautious during this season and be sure to keep your dogs on leash per 
County code and park rules. If you need to enter a deer management zone, be sure to 

make yourself seen. 
 

Out of the Darkness Walk  
 
September is recognized by the federal government as Suicide 

Prevention month, and as part of raising awareness, Fairfax 
County works along with the American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention on the Out of the Darkness Fairfax Walk. Chairman 
McKay and Supervisors James Walkinshaw and Kathy Smith will 

come together for this event, and you can be part of it too! Join 
Team Fairfax BOS on Sunday, September 29 to help those who 

are being affected by suicide.  

 
Location: Fairfax City Hall (10455 Armstrong St, Fairfax) 

 

https://www.walmart.com/cp/5523094
https://cehd.gmu.edu/admissions/funding-sources-discounts/educator-tuition-discount
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/fairfax-county-police-department
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/fairfax-county-police-department
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
https://www.novaparks.com/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/deer-management-program
https://afsp.org/about-afsp/
https://afsp.org/about-afsp/
https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.team&teamID=344065
https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.team&teamID=344065
https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.team&teamID=344065
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/deer-management-program
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Event Timeline: 
▪ Check-in Time: 11:00 a.m. 

▪ Opening Ceremony Time: 12:30 p.m. 
▪ Walk Start Time: 1:00 p.m. 

▪ Event Ends: 2:00 p.m. 
 

We hope to see you there! 

 

Career Expo for Military Spouses 

The Army Community Services  invites military 

spouses to join them on their upcoming career 
expo on Thursday, September 12 at the Fort 

Belvoir Community Center (10300 Taylor Rd, 
Fort Belvoir), form 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

This is an opportunity for attendees to make 
connections with small business and Fort Belvoir 

employees, explore self-employment, and have 
their resumes reviewed. Photography services will 

also be available for professional headshots. 
 

If you have any questions, you can contact 
Laureen DuPree at 

Laureen.t.dupree.civ@army.mil 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Monthly Message from Braddock District School Board 

Representative Rachna Sizemore Heizer 

 
Greetings Braddock neighbors! 
It seems summer only just started, yet the next school year is 

right around the corner. Here are some tips and resources to 
make sure your families get off to a great start. 

 

■ Virginia’s three-day Tax-Free Holiday is this weekend, 

Aug. 2-4. Save money while setting up the students in your life 
for success, including with purchases of qualified school 

supplies valued at $20 or less per item, and qualified clothing 
and footwear worth $100 or less per item. 

Youth News 

https://www.armymwr.com/programs-and-services/personal-assistance
https://belvoir.armymwr.com/programs/community-center
https://belvoir.armymwr.com/programs/community-center
mailto:Laureen.t.dupree.civ@army.mil
https://www.tax.virginia.gov/virginia-sales-tax-holiday?fbclid=IwY2xjawEUuf9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHQr9M-P7WXBbOqJwOtCyoyTYC5A-SEDfNPF8VWUAmRdDCEpF7m5m0pZAfg_aem_0RfjRLyXV-jY6RMdegTmZQ
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■ FCPS' Summer Meals Program continues during August to ensure that all 

children have access to healthy meals. If your family or one you know is facing 
food insecurity, please take advantage of this important free program. 

■ Make sure your child is prepared to return to school safe and healthy with the 

proper immunizations and documentation. 

■ Several FCPS middle schools – including some in the Braddock District – will be 

participating in a pilot project this fall to evaluate limiting cell phone access during 
school hours. Check here to find out if your child’s school is included and what 

else you should know. 

■ Also this year, FCPS will be releasing elementary school students three hours early 

on seven Mondays to give teachers more planning and prep time. Learn more 
about how this may affect your family, including transportation, impact on special 

ed students, and more. 
Be safe and healthy, and please write to braddockconstituent@fcps.edu to let me 

know how I can support you and your families now and in the future. 
Yours very truly, 

 

 
 
Rachna 

 

Multilingual Learning Summit 
All multilingual learners and their families 
are invited to attend the Fairfax County 

Public Schools’ Multilingual Learning 

Summit on Thursday, August 8, from 
5:00 - 8:30 p.m. at Annandale High 

School (4700 Medford Drive, Annandale).  
 

The summit is primarily geared toward 
secondary multilingual learners, but all 

are welcome to attend. The goal of the 
summit is to foster an environment of empowerment where multilingual students and 

their families can establish meaningful connections, engage in active listening, and 
openly share their experiences, cultivating mutual support and a deeper understanding 

of educational pathways within FCPS.   
 

This event will begin with a table fair showcasing many opportunities available within 
FCPS and the wider community that support paths to graduation and future careers for 

students.  Additionally, a keynote will be presented by Dr. Jose Luis Zelaya who will 

share a message about the power of community and resilience.  A student panel will 
dialogue with Dr. Zelaya following the keynote.   

 

https://www.fcps.edu/food-and-nutrition-programs/summer-meal-service-program?fbclid=IwY2xjawEUudxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHdr2ZcmLVbJnSqsKQfkqAggxkAkW5UKaxN_2_-Atcpu9nnYZJ2CcP5zZrg_aem_yOmuOt2XQHkdv_y9m8KhSw
https://www.fcps.edu/registration/general-registration-requirements/documents/immunizations
https://www.fcps.edu/cell-phone-storage
https://www.fcps.edu/family-resources/safety-and-transportation/limited-early-release-mondays
mailto:braddockconstituent@fcps.edu
https://www.k12insight.com/Lets-Talk/FormBuilder/#/Dialogue?k=PY3KXZY3D4G1LT@WY3D4G1LT@MDLT@DY4B9R3LT@LDLT@NDLT
https://www.k12insight.com/Lets-Talk/FormBuilder/#/Dialogue?k=PY3KXZY3D4G1LT@WY3D4G1LT@MDLT@DY4B9R3LT@LDLT@NDLT
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Refreshments and light food will be served. Language and childcare services will be 
available. If you are planning to attend, register with FCPS. This event is open for 

students, families, or staff.     
 

 

 

 

 

Regional Drought Watch  
A Drought Watch was put into effect on Monday, 

July 29 by the Drought Coordination Committee of 
the Metropolitan Washington Council of 

Governments (COG) as the region has been 

experiencing unusually dry conditions that are 
expected to persist despite recent rainfall. 

 
Following the regional drought response plan, 

officials emphasized that while there currently is an 
adequate supply of water in the Potomac River and 

back-up reservoirs, implementing voluntary water conservation practices across the 
region will help complement measures already in place and reduce water demand and 

environmental needs of the river. A Drought Watch is the level in the plan before 
Drought Warning, when additional water restrictions are requested and could become 

mandatory should conditions worsen. 
 

Here are some simple tips residents can use to limit indoor and outdoor water use: 
▪ Monitor watering lawns, plants and shrubs; 

▪ Sweep sidewalks and driveways (instead of using a hose); 

▪ Avoid washing your car, or instead use a commercial car wash that recycles water; 
▪ Fix any plumbing leaks – especially toilets and faucets; 

▪ Reduce shower length to under 5 minutes; 
▪ Turn off water while brushing your teeth; and 

▪ Wash full loads of dishes and clothes. 
 

The flow in the Potomac River is low but fortunately, due to sound planning by area 
water utilities and local governments, most of the area is well prepared to withstand 

drought. Three water supply reservoirs were constructed in the early 1980s to provide 
water during droughts. These reservoirs are full and, if needed, water can be released to 

supplement the flow in the river. Water monitoring experts continue to closely gauge 
flows in the Potomac River and watch weather forecasts to determine if and when 

releases are necessary. 
 

While the region is currently at a low to moderate risk for wildfires, fire safety and 

protection is a concern due to dry conditions. Residents are encouraged to use extra 
caution when smoking outside, using outdoor grills or engaging in other activities that 

involve flammable materials. 

Environment & Parks News 

https://www.k12insight.com/Lets-Talk/FormBuilder/#/Dialogue?k=PY3KXZY3D4G1LT@WY3D4G1LT@MDLT@DY4B9R3LT@LDLT@NDLT
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2024/07/29/council-of-governments-declares-regional-drought-watch/
https://www.mwcog.org/
https://www.mwcog.org/
https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2000/6/20/metropolitan-washington-water-supply-and-drought-awareness-response-plan-potomac-river-system/
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Waste Management Plan Public 

Input Campaign 
Fairfax County is updating their 20-Year Solid 

Waste Management Plan to better reflect the 
County's zero waste and sustainability goals. 

The Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services is seeking public 

comment on the proposed plan strategies, 
starting August 1 and ending on October 1. 

Please find details on the plan’s update on the County’s website, and take the survey 
here. 

 
Update on Lake Accotink Efforts and Timeline 
 
On July 23, the Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee, which Supervisor 

Walkinshaw chairs, was updated on the Lake Accotink Project by representatives from 
the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES). The 

presentation summarized the information that has been shared in our newsletters on 
preservation of a smaller lake that would retain much of the aesthetic and recreational 

value that park visitors currently enjoy.  
 

Three concurrent efforts are underway, and a dedicated Lake Accotink Project Manager 
has been hired to oversee this project. 

 
• Sedimentation Study: The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and consultant 

support are being leveraged to establish an additional gage location, perform 
expanded physical surveying, and complete additional analyses to refine the 

understanding of the material moving through and being captured by Lake 

Accotink. On July 16, the Board of Supervisors entered into a Joint Funding 
Agreement with USGS and monitoring work will extend through 2027. The task 

order for consultant support was authorized on July 22, 2024. 
  

• Dam Assessment: The Fairfax County Park Authority is leading the effort, with 
support from DPWES. Work is anticipated to begin this fall and be finalized in early 

2025. 
 

• Preservation Study: The project team is working on final refinement of the 
scope of work, which will include assessing, evaluating, and identifying feasible 

options to preserve Lake Accotink as a smaller lake. The scope of work will be 
shared for public input prior to authorization. Work is anticipated to begin in Fall 

2024. Interim deliverables will be provided periodically, and initial study results 
based on the first year of USGS monitoring data should be published in late 2025. 

Additional updates to the study will be necessary using updated USGS monitoring 

and data analysis (sedimentation rates) through 2027.  
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Agenda%20Item%203_SWMP%20Update_A-1a.pdf
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/zerowastesurvey
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Agenda%20Item%202_Lake%20Accotink%20Update_A-1a.pdf
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/zerowastesurvey
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Supervisor Walkinshaw highlighted the importance of community involvement as the 
process moves forward. There will be robust and inclusive outreach engagement using a 

neutral facilitator. A task order for contracted public outreach and engagement support 
was authorized on July 22, and we expect public input to begin in late summer and 

continue throughout the project. Look for more information later this month. 
 

 
Wakefield Tennis and Pickleball Redevelopment Project – Submit 
Comments Through August 8 

 
The Fairfax County Park Authority held a 
virtual community meeting on July 9 to 

present a proposal to better accommodate 
both pickleball and tennis players at 

Wakefield Park. Wakefield Park is home to 

nine tennis courts, two dual-use courts (two 
tennis courts or four pickleball courts), and 

two dedicated pickleball courts. The Fairfax 
County Park Authority reports that use of 

the dual-use courts has trended strongly 
towards pickleball and created fewer tennis 

opportunities. 
 

The Park Authority is proposed replacing 
tennis court 11, presently in need of repair, 

with four dedicated pickleball courts and 
returning courts 9 and 10 to tennis only. 

The work would result in a total of six dedicated pickleball courts and ten dedicated 
tennis courts at the site. It is anticipated that this work could be completed by Fall 2024. 

 

A second phase of the proposal would add two more dedicated pickleball courts in place 
of one of the existing tennis practice wall areas. The tennis practice wall area closest to 

courts 9 and 10 would remain. This phase of the project would require additional site 
work, including building a retaining wall and relocating the picnic tables. It is estimated 

that it could potentially be completed by spring 2025. 
 

A 30-day public comment period continues through August 8. If you have not already 
done so, you may submit comments online. All comments will be reviewed and the 

Park Authority will then recommend next steps. 

 

 

https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/wakefield-project
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/wakefield-project
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/img/vkjiigyyqwapc8qr3xzs_1336_1200.JPG
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Celebrate Lake Accotink  
Come with friends and family to Celebrate Lake 
Accotink with the Fairfax County Park 

Authority and Friends of Lake Accotink 
Park, on Saturday, August 24, from 11:00 

a.m. - 6:30 p.m., located at 7500 Accotink Park 
Road, Springfield. 

 
There will be a variety of free entertainment 

activities to enjoy all day. Check the events 
schedule below: 

■ Boat Rentals: 11:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

■ Carousel: 11:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

■ Mini Golf: 11:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

■ Face Painting: 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

■ History Activity Pavilion: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

■ Nature Activities: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

■ Pollinator Garden Tours: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

For more information, visit the Fairfax County website or call (703) 569-3464. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
https://flapaccotink.org/?page_id=30
https://flapaccotink.org/?page_id=30
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/lake-accotink
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2024/lake-accotink-park-celebration
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Have you seen advertising signs along a major road or constantly flashing signs in a storefront? 

Have you wondered how and if they’re allowed? Understandably, businesses want to promote 
themselves with signs, and they can. However, Fairfax County has rules and agreements in 

place on types of signs and where signs can be installed. Learn more in this month’s Code 
Compliance Corner. 

 

The Zoning Ordinance defines a sign and 
regulates signs through Article 7 (Sign 

Ordinance). This ordinance seeks to protect 
and enhance communities a few different 

ways, including the prohibition of moving or 
windblown signs, such as inflatables or feather 

flags, and any sign that displays flashing or 
animated lights. For example, a “wacky waving 

inflatable arm-flailing tube-man” visible from a 
street is prohibited. Signs that are temporary 

and removable, but not prohibited, may be 
deemed minor signs. Minor signs can include 

those on storefront windows, which up to 30% 

coverage is allowed; however, the following applies if a storefront sign is illuminated: 
 

▪ 4 square feet maximum 
▪ limited to business hours 

▪ no flashing on and off 
▪ no changeable copy (it can only show one message - example: “OPEN”) 

 
Other signs, like the sign that lets you know the various stores in a shopping center, are 

allowed through permit processes. 
 

If a sign is along a roadway, it is probably in the Virginia Department of Transportation 
right-of-way (“VDOT ROW” or “ROW”). Fairfax County obtained VDOT permission for the 

Department of Code Compliance (DCC) to have an Illegal Sign Removal Program for 
99 heavily traveled ROWs. More information is on DCC’s ROW Sign Removal 

Program flyer. 

 
DCC is here to help – if you have questions, want to make a report, or if you are the 

subject of enforcement and need to contact DCC. You can report problems online, 
learn about what happens during an investigation, reach out via email, phone 

(703) 324-1300 | TTY 711, or visit DCC in person at their office (12055 Government 
Center Parkway, Suite 1016, Fairfax). DCC does not take in reports of signs illegally 

placed in the ROW, but DCC takes questions and please rest assured signs subject to 
removal under our Illegal Sign Removal Program are addressed. 

 

 

Compliance Corner 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/august-2024-code-compliance-corner
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/august-2024-code-compliance-corner
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx?tocid=001.010.003.109#secid-2395
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/sign-ordinance
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/sign-ordinance
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/assets/documents/zoning%20ordinance/signordinance/prohibited-signs-flyer.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/assets/documents/zoning%20ordinance/signordinance/non-res-minor-signs-flyer.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/sign-permits
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/illegal-sign-removal-program
https://fairfaxcountygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=c74bd638fb3843c1a56ef67e9373cbeb
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/signs-right-of-way-sign-removal-program.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/signs-right-of-way-sign-removal-program.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapApplyDisclaimer.aspx?module=Enforcement&TabName=Enforcement&TabList=Home%7C0%7CBuilding%7C1%7CEnforcement%7C2%7CEnvHealth%7C3%7CFire%7C4%7CPlanning%7C5%7CSite%7C6%7CZoning%7C7%7CCurrentTabIndex%7C2
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/about-us
mailto:codecompliance@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/august-2024-code-compliance-corner
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Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events (CRASE) Lecture 
Because an active violence event can take 
place anywhere in the world, the 

community needs to be prepared with how 
to respond. This lecture, on Wednesday, 

August 7, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., will help 
participants learn about attackers, disaster 

response, and how to prepare for and 
respond to being trapped in a building 

during an active violence event.  

The training will include a review of past 

events, the steps law enforcement will take to assist and limit casualties, and answer 
questions you may have. This training is open to anyone in the community, but some of 

the material may be disturbing. 

This training will be in person at the West Springfield District Station community 

room (6140 Rolling Road, Springfield). 

Contact MPO Tony Capizzi at (703) 277-2363 with further questions. 

Juice Box with a Cop 
The commanders and officers of the FCPD 
West Springfield District Station will host a 

“Juice Box with a Cop” event on Saturday, 

August 10, from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at 
the West Springfield District Station (6140 

Rolling Road, Springfield). There will be free 
car seat inspections and a visit from McGruff 

the Crime Dog.  
 

During this event, FCPD will be supporting their area partner, Ecumenical Community 
Helping Others (ECHO), with collecting school supplies for those who need them. You 

can also help by donating an item in new condition: 

■ High School Backpacks (17 to 19 

inches) 

■ #2 Yellow Pencils (Ticonderoga 
Brand preferred) 

■ Elmers Brand Glue Stick regular 

size 

■ Wide Rule ONLY Composition books 

■ College Rule ONLY Spiral 

notebooks 

■ College Rule ONLY Loose-leaf 

paper 

■ Paper folders with pockets 

■ Crayola Brand Colored Pencils 12 
pack 

■ Crayola Brand Broad Markers 

■ Crayola Brand Crayons 24 pack 

■ Blunt scissors 

■ DRY ERASE Broad tip Markers 

Public Safety 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/district/westspringfield
https://www.echo-inc.org/
https://www.echo-inc.org/


 
 

21 
 

■ 2-inch Binders 

■ Plastic Pencil Boxes 

■ Primary Writing paper pads 

■ Small packs Construction paper 

If you have any questions before the event, contact Tony Capizzi at (703) 277-2363 or 
Anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

 

Personal Safety for College 

Students 
Officers from the West Springfield District 

Station will be presenting a Personal 
Safety for College-Bound Students on 

Saturday, August 17, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
community room of the West 

Springfield Government Center (6140 
Rolling Road, Springfield). 

This lecture-based course is designed to 

provide information on situational awareness, how to recognize and react in various 

locations, and how to defend yourself in a dangerous situation. 

The presentation will take approximately one hour, with time for questions during and 

after the class. You do not need to register for this presentation. 

If there are any questions before the class, contact MPO Tony Capizzi at (703) 277-2363 
or Anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov. The Fairfax County Public School system is 

followed for any weather-related cancellations. 

Community Advisory Committees (CAC) 
Become more involved with the Fairfax County Police Department by joining your local 
Community Advisory Committee (CAC). CACs are a great opportunity for FCPD to 

connect and communicate with residents, keep members informed about safety matters 
in their neighborhoods, and encourage participants to share questions, issues, and 

concerns.  

 
The Braddock District is covered by three police stations: Fair Oaks, West Springfield, 

and Franconia. You can find which station corresponds to your address by using this 
map, and learn when your police district station holds these meetings on the County’s 

website. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/springfield/west-springfield-community-room
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/springfield/west-springfield-community-room
mailto:Anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/District/fairoaks/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/District/WestSpringfield
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/District/Franconia
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/demographics/interactive-map-police
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/demographics/interactive-map-police
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/GetInvolved/CommunityAdvisoryCommittee?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/GetInvolved/CommunityAdvisoryCommittee?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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‘Fight the Tick’ Tips 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has shared tips on what 
measures to take when we encounter ticks. Here is what you need to know: 

■ Check your clothing for ticks – Remove any found 

ticks. Tumble dry clothes on high heat for 10 minutes if 
clothes are already dry, longer if damp. If washing 

clothes first, use hot water. 

■ Check your gear and pets.  

■ Shower within two hours of coming indoors. 

■ Check your body – under the arms, in and around 

the ears, inside belly button, back of the knees, in and 
around hair, between the legs, and around the waist. 

Using a mirror helps. 

If you do find a tick, remove it as soon as possible and flush down the toilet, or put in a 

sealed plastic bag or a container with rubbing alcohol if identification may be needed. 
Clean the area and your hands with rubbing alcohol or soap and water. Consider calling 

your health care provider for advice. Visit CDC’s website for more tips. 

The Fairfax County Health Department offers a tick identification (not testing) 
service. You can submit a photo online, bring the tick to the Health Department 

administration office at Kelly Square, 10777 Main Street Fairfax, or mail it to them at the 

same address.  

Heat Tips  
As the summer temperatures continue to rise, the Fairfax County Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) has released some interesting facts and helpful 

information on how to battle extreme heat. These weather conditions can be dangerous 
for our health and can even cause death. The most vulnerable individuals under extreme 

heat are children, older adults, outside workers, and people with disabilities. Heat-
related deaths are preventable. Be sure to follow these tips and check the County’s 

Extreme Heat Resources website: 
 

▪ Stay hydrated with water. 

▪ Stay cool in an aired conditioned area. 
▪ Wear lightweight, light colored, loose-fitting clothes. 

Human Services Corner 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/index.html
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/community-emergency-response-team-cert
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/community-emergency-response-team-cert
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/extreme-heat-resources
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Fill the Lamb Center's Pantry 
The Lamb Center is asking the community to help fill 
their pantry! Donations for specific supplies are scheduled 

for specific dates. All supplies should be dropped off at the 
Lamb Center (3160 Campbell Dr, Fairfax) between 9:00 – 

10:00 a.m.  

 
Visit this sign-up page to learn about dates and supplies 

requested. 
 

FACETS Back-to-School Drive 
As the new school year approaches, FACETS wants to ensure 
that more than 500 students from K-12 have the essential 

supplies needed for a successful start! 
 

Each year, generous supporters of the FACETS Back-to-
School Drive help ease the financial burden for families on 

items like backpacks, calculators, earbuds, and much more. 
When you donate school supplies or gift cards, you make it 

possible for children to focus on what is really important—
thriving in the classroom and reaching their academic 

potential. 

https://www.thelambcenter.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B44A4AE2FA4FCC07-50295471-august?blm_aid=65100805#/
https://facetscares.org/
https://facetscares.org/ways-to-give/back-to-school-drive/'
https://facetscares.org/ways-to-give/back-to-school-drive/'
https://facetscares.org/ways-to-give/back-to-school-drive/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B44A4AE2FA4FCC07-50295471-august?blm_aid=65100805#/
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How can you help: 

▪ Donate.  
▪ Shop their Amazon Wishlist. 

▪ Drop off donations at the FACETS main office (10700 Page Avenue, Building B 
Fairfax), Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
Find a list of all school supplies FACETS is collecting on their website. 

 
 

 

 

Dementia Friendly Fairfax Informational Webinar 
Dementia Friendly Fairfax is an initiative to bring awareness and support for those living 

with dementia and their care partners in Fairfax County, Virginia. As part of this 

initiative, Insight Care Memory and Fairfax County will host a free webinar that will 

provide attendees information about dementia, the most common types of dementia, 

and explain the approach to effectively communicate with a person with dementia.  

 

This informational session will be held on Wednesday, August 14, from 12:00 – 1:15 

p.m. Register here. 

 

For questions, contact ayiguli.saifuding@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (571) 407-6961.    

 

Supporting Loved Ones with Hoarding Virtual workshop 
The Fairfax Area Agency on Aging’s Caregiver & Supportive Services Unit invites the 

community to participate in an upcoming free webinar led by Dr. Christiana Bratiotis, an 

an Associate Professor at the School of Social Work at The University of British Columbia 
in Vancouver, Canada. In this session, Dr. Bratiotis will offer guidance to family 

caregivers on effectively managing and supporting loved ones dealing with hoarding, 
organizing, and downsizing challenges. Dr. Bratiotis will delve into strategies for families 

to gain a deeper understanding of these issues and provide practical tools and advice to 
assist their loved ones in a compassionate and supportive manner. 

 
This webinar will be on Wednesday, August 21, from 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Register here.  

 

Singing Opportunities for Older Adults  
Encore Creativity for Older Adults invites adults of 
ages 55+ to join their fall season of singing in early 

September. No experience is necessary, and no auditions 
are required to join. The season will culminate in a 

performance that is free and open to the public. 

 
Ensembles will meet beginning the week of September 2 and rehearse through the fall 

season for 90 minutes once per week. Tuition for the full season of 22.5 hours of 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E134638&id=2
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/30V3678QPMAD4/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://facetscares.org/ways-to-give/back-to-school-drive/
https://www.insightmcc.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/EReg/Registration.aspx?groupID=71
mailto:ayiguli.saifuding@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/ereg/Registration.aspx?groupID=1
https://encorecreativity.org/
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rehearsal time is $190 and includes all materials; Arts for Life programs are tuition-
free for all participants and care partners. A scholarship program is available for those 

needing financial assistance, covering up to 100% of tuition. Visit Encore’s website to 
learn more about the program and to register. 

 
For questions, contact Emma Spicknall at (301) 261–5747 or 

emma@encorecreativity.org 

 

Free Events at the Wellness Center for Older Adults 

4027B Olley Lane, Fairfax, VA | Hours of Operation: Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

 

Program Descriptions

 

Birthday Celebration 

Happy Birthday, August 

babies! Join staff and day 

program individuals on 

the last Friday of the 

month for a cupcake! 

 

Nova Scripts 

Presentation 

NOVA Scripts Central will 

present a workshop at 

10:30 a.m. for all to join. 

The topic for August is 

“Immunization 

Awareness”.    

 

Creativity Leads to 

Wellness 

Join creative art 

sessions, every 

Wednesday, led by  

Sharon Fishel, a local 

artist from the McLean 

https://encorecreativity.org/arts-for-life/
https://encorecreativity.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/encorecreativity/event.jsp?event=549&
mailto:emma@encorecreativity.org
https://mpaart.org/
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Project for the Arts. 

This class will focus on 

individuals discovering 

their own creativity and 

learning the elements of 

art. All materials will be 

provided. 

 

Chair Pilates, Yoga, 

and Zumba 

Join staff for seated 

exercises with benefits 

for your mind and body!  

 

Get your body moving at 

your own pace while 

follow along to a video 

instructor. 

 

Movie Club  

Join the movie club 

experience. This activity 

is centered around 

watching quality films 

and having a discussion 

following the movie. 

 

Time Slips 

A creative engagement 

and storytelling to  

stimulate creativity and 

imagination. 

 

Memory Screenings 

Insight Memory Care 

Center offers free, 

confidential memory 

screenings and 

educational materials to 

people with concerns 

about their memory or 

who want to check their 

memory now for future 

comparison. Call to 

reserve a 30-minute 

appointment at (703) 

970-3601. 

 

VCAA – Virtual Center 

for Active Adults 

Join live, interactive 

programs, and engage 

with other adults. *These 

online activities are 

streamed with in-person 

adaptations. For more 

information on the VCAA, 

visit bit.ly/NCSvcaa

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mpaart.org/
https://www.insightmcc.org/
https://www.insightmcc.org/
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/bit.ly/NCSvcaa
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Burke Health and Rehabilitation Center Seeks Expansion  
 

The Burke Health and Rehabilitation 
Center, located at 9640 Burke Lake 

Road, Burke, has applied to add 68 
beds to the facility in an approximately 

25,000-square foot, two-story addition. 
A rezoning from the R-1 to the R-3 

District would be required to increase 
the floor area ratio (density), and a 

Special Exception Amendment would be 
necessary to permit modifications to 

previously approved site and 
development conditions to allow for the 

construction of a building addition. 

 
The existing 120-bed medical care facility offers short- and long-term post-surgery care, 

cardiac and stroke care, and other skilled nursing services to both the public and 
residents of the adjacent Heatherwood Retirement Community, through which it is 

accessed. The Center is located on a 7.65-acre parcel of land that is Zoned R-1 and 
contains Resource Protection Area, Environmental Quality Corridor, and floodplain.  

 
The proposed building addition would be attached to the southeast portion of the 

building where parking currently exists. The architecture would match the existing 

building. Ten new parking spaces would be added, to be accessed by the existing travel 
aisle in front of the site. The total provided parking of 89 spaces would exceed the 

minimum of 63 spaces that is required by the Zoning Ordinance. No other site changes 
are proposed.  

 
County staff are currently reviewing this application. This application has also been 

referred to the Health Care Advisory Board (HCAB) for a recommendation and report. A 

Land Use & Development 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & HEARINGS 
 

Community Meeting on Proposed Expansion of Burke Health and 
Rehabilitation Center 

• September 16 at 7:00 p.m. – details TBD 
 

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee Meeting 
• September 17 at 7:00 p.m. – Braddock Hall 
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HCAB hearing is scheduled for September 9. The Braddock District Land Use and 
Environment Committee visited the site in July and will be discussing the application at 

their September meeting. A Planning Commission hearing has tentatively been set for 
October 10. 

 
Supervisor Walkinshaw will be holding a community meeting to discuss the proposal on 

September 16. Those who are interested in learning more about Burke Health and 
Rehabilitation Center’s proposal are encouraged to mark their calendars and plan to 

attend. Look for meeting details in the September issue of the Braddock Beacon. 
 

The full application, staff report, development conditions, and other information on this 
BZA case are available on the PLUS website. If the link doesn’t take you directly to the 

application, select the “Zoning” tab and enter the application number, RZ-2024-BR-
00001, in the search box on the right side. Click on the magnifying glass and you will 

see the application. Click on the “Record Info” arrow on the left and then click on 

“Attachments” in the drop-down menu. The most recent documents will be at the end of 
the list.  

 

 
 
Hearing on Data Center Zoning Ordinance Amendment Rescheduled 
for September 10 
 

On July 16, the Board of Supervisors held a public hearing regarding proposed changes 
to the Zoning Ordinance related to data centers. After hearing from more than 60 

speakers with a wide range of opinions, the Board voted to defer the vote on the 
ordinance until July 30 to give the Board time to absorb the testimony and consider 

changes to the Staff and Planning Commission recommendations. 
 

State legislation that went into effect on July 1 changed the advertising requirements for 

public hearings, and unfortunately, due to staff error, the advertisements for public 

 

Braddock District Land Use &  
Environment Committee Meeting 

 
The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee does not 

meet in August. Their next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 17, at 7:00 p.m. in Braddock Hall, 9002 Burke Lake 

Road, Burke. The agenda will include presentations and updates on 

pending Braddock District land use cases and related proposals.  
 

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee meetings are 
open to the public and interested residents are encouraged to 

participate.  
 

https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=004NJ&agencyCode=FFX&IsToShowInspection=
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hearings held on July 16 and those scheduled for July 30 did not meet the new 
requirements. These hearings, including the one on data centers, have been rescheduled 

for September 10. All testimony given on July 16 will be included in the public record, 
but the Board will hold a new hearing and take testimony again on September 10. 

 
The proposed changes seek to, among other 

things: 
 

• Limit the size of data centers and where 
they can be built "by right," or without 

explicit Board of Supervisors approval. 
• Require noise studies and noise 

mitigation to ensure compliance with our 
existing Noise Ordinance. 

• Impose design standards to improve the aesthetics of data centers. 

• Require screening/enclosure of equipment such as HVAC units and generators. 
• Ensure appropriate distance or "setbacks" from residential neighborhoods. 

 
Virginia law limits the issues that can be addressed through the Zoning Ordinance, and 

additional considerations such as energy use and efficiency will be the focus of ongoing 
work to update the Policy Plan in the County’s Comprehensive Plan. No matter the 

outcome of this change to our Zoning Ordinance, Fairfax County is likely to see a 
relatively modest number of data centers. Loudoun County, for example, currently has 

30 million square feet of operating data centers while Fairfax County has less than 3 
million square feet. 

 
County staff's reports on this topic from January 9 and May 17 provide detailed 

analysis of data centers' impact and recommended policy changes. 
 

Additional information and recordings of past community meetings are available on 

the Data Centers webpage. 
 

 

Cases Filed with the Board of Zoning Appeals 
The Fairfax County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and makes decisions on 
requests for variances (relief from specific zoning regulations such as lot width, building 

height, or minimum yard requirements) and Special Use Permits. It meets on 

Wednesdays beginning at 9:00 a.m. BZA meetings are aired live on the County 
government's cable TV Channel 16. Residents who have concerns about an application 

are encouraged to submit a letter for the record or testify at the hearing on the case in 
person, by telephone, or by pre-submitted video. For information on how to submit 

comments or testify, please visit the Board of Zoning Appeals website. These 
matters will not come before the Board of Supervisors but will be decided by the BZA. 

Staff reports are normally available online one week before the scheduled hearing. 
 

Access to information on BZA cases is available through the Planning and Land Use 
System, or PLUS. This system allows users to create and submit applications online, pay 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/data-centers-report.pdf#page=1
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/data-centers-staff-report.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/data-centers
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/channel_16_live_stream.htm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
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fees, track the status of applications, and receive electronic notifications. It also offers 
more information to the public than the previous system and does so in real time. Visit 

the PLUS website for more information on this land use platform. 
 

➢ Corey Brandt Dutko & Ryla Naweed Dutko, Trustees of the Dutko Family 
Revocable Trust – 5645 Ravenel Lane, Springfield 

SP-2024-BR-00012 
The applicants requested a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 

addition (garage) 7.4 feet from the northeast side lot line. The BZA approved this 
application on July 10. Information, including a map of the site, staff report, and 

development conditions, may be found on the PLUS website. 
 

➢ Daniel K. & Arika J. Van Brunt – 5613 Heming Avenue, Springfield 
SP-2023-BR-00196 

The applicants requested a reduction in setback requirements based on errors in 

building location to permit: 1) an accessory structure (outdoor fireplace) 3.9 feet 
from the northeast side lot line; 2) an accessory structure (shed) 3.0 feet from the 

northeast side lot line; and 3) an accessory structure (shed) 4.1 feet from the 
northeast side lot line. At its July 17 meeting, the BZA approved in part the 

application for the two sheds and denied the request for the outdoor fireplace. 
Information, including a map of the site, staff report, and development conditions 

may be found on the PLUS website.  
 

➢ Yangxin Ou & Yu Tan – 4309 Holly Lane, Annandale 
VC-2024-BR-00006 

The applicants are requesting a Variance to allow an increase in permitted building 
height for a single-family detached dwelling above the allowable 35 feet in height. 

The BZA hearing on this application was held on July 24. The BZA voted to 
continue the hearing to September 18 to address technical questions. Information, 

including a map of the site and staff report, may be found on the PLUS website.  

 
➢ Victoria Tringali – 5507 Ravenel Lane, Springfield 

SP-2024-BR-00067 
The applicant is requesting modifications to the provisions for the keeping of 

animals to allow 8 chickens on this 0.24-acre property. This application has been 
scheduled for a BZA hearing on September 11. Information, including a map of the 

site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website. 
 

➢ Gonzalo Alberto Acha Garcia – 7517 Hamlet Street, Springfield 
SP-2022-BR-00132 

The applicant is requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 
addition (carport enclosure) 6.6 feet from the side lot line. The BZA hearing on this 

application has been administratively moved to October 2. Information, including a 
map of the site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS 

website. 

 
➢ John C. Shaw III – 7422 Axton Street, Springfield 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/plus
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=005L5&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC23&capID2=00000&capID3=03CP0&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=00HHG&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=012CP&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC22&capID2=00000&capID3=00B4Q&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC22&capID2=00000&capID3=00B4Q&agencyCode=FFX
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SP-2024-BR-00071 
The applicant is requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 

addition (garage) 9.3 feet from the northwest side lot line. This application has 
been scheduled for a BZA hearing on October 23. Information, including a map of 

the site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website.  
 

 
 

If you have questions regarding these land use cases or any other issues of concern to 
you, please email braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov or call the Braddock District office at 

(703) 425-9300.  
 

 

 
 

https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=0162L&agencyCode=FFX
mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov

