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Dear Neighbor, 

 

Our nation’s 249th Independence Day is this week, and I look forward to celebrating at 

the City of Fairfax Fourth of July Parade and 

fireworks display! 

 

As a reminder, my office and other County 

offices will be closed on Friday, July 4, to observe 

the holiday. The Fairfax Connector will follow its 

Holiday Weekday service schedule; read 

more about the County's operating status.  

 

Visit the Fire and Rescue Department's 

Fireworks Safety website to learn more about 

staying safe while handling your own fireworks. 

 

Braddock Nights Concerts Start Next Week 

Our Summer Entertainment Series has hosted three successful Arts in the Parks 

children's concerts and our Braddock Nights evening concerts begin next Friday, July 

11, at 7:30 p.m. with Mars Rodeo at Royal Lake Park (5344 Gainsborough Drive, 

Fairfax) and the Tobago Bay Calypso Band at Lake Accotink Park (7500 Accotink Park 

Road, Springfield). 

 

Arts in the Parks continue on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. at Wakefield 

Park in front of the Audrey Moore Rec Center (8100 Braddock Rd, Annandale) through 

August 16. 

 

For information about weather cancellations, you can call the concert hotline at (571) 

202-7469 (SHOW) one hour before the scheduled start time of a show for an update. 

https://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/parks-recreation/special-events/independence-day-celebration/parade
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/parks-recreation/special-events/independence-day-celebration/evening-show-fireworks
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/holiday-schedules
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/calendar/ShowCalendar.aspx
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/fireworks-safety
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddock-nights
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/mars-rodeo/071125
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/tobago-bay-calypso-band/071125
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sites/parks/files/Assets/documents/performances/arts-in-the-parks-flyer.pdf
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Volunteers for the performances are always welcome. Please contact Alejandra Caballero 

at braddockevents@fairfaxcounty.gov if you are interested in volunteering at any of 

the shows.  

 

New Laws in Virginia 

Several new state laws went into 

effect on July 1. The new laws apply 

to seat belt use, student cell phone 

policies, pedestrian safety, price 

transparency, and more. 

 

HB 1961/SB 738 – Requires School 

Boards to create and implement a 

policy regarding the possession and 

use of cell phones on school property. 

These policies must restrict use 

deemed as disruptive to the learning 

environment with limited exceptions, such as need due to a medical condition as 

dictated in a child’s IEP or 504 plan. This law prohibits any student from being 

suspended or expelled because of any violation of such policies. 

 

SB 1416 - Makes it a traffic infraction if a driver fails to stop for pedestrians and makes 

it a Class 1 misdemeanor if failure to stop results in the serious bodily injury or death of 

a vulnerable road user lawfully crossing a highway. 

 

HB 2116 - The DMV will be required to add non-apparent disabilities on a driver’s 

license when requested by an applicant. The driver will have to provide a signed 

statement from a doctor confirming the condition. 

 

HB 2475 – Requires all adult passengers in a vehicle to wear seat belts while the 

vehicle is in motion on a public highway. 

Read about more notable new laws on Fairfax County’s website or the Virginia 

General Assembly’s Division of Legislative Services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:braddockevents@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/notable-new-state-laws-effective-july-1-2025
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB1961
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/SB738
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/SB1416
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2116
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2475
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/notable-new-state-laws-effective-july-1-2025
https://dls.virginia.gov/pubs/IDC/IDC25.pdf
https://dls.virginia.gov/pubs/IDC/IDC25.pdf
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Disability Pride Month 

July is Disability Pride Month, celebrating people with disabilities and commemorating 

the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) on July 26; this year is the 35th 

anniversary of the signing of the ADA. 

 

One in four adults in the United States lives 

with a disability. That’s over 70 million 

Americans.  

 

This month challenges the harmful idea that 

people with disabilities need to conform to 

norms to live meaningful lives. Take time this 

month to:  

■ Learn from people with disabilities through media like Crip Camp, CODA, 

Demystifying Disability, and Disability Visibility. 

■ Learn more about the disability rights movement from the National Park Service 

and the University of California, Berkley’s archive. 

■ Challenge ableism. Push back on harmful language and outdated thinking every 

time you encounter it. 

■ Participate in the Centreville Regional Library’s Disability Pride Month 

Scavenger Hunt. 

 

Fairfax County has a Disability Services Board and Disability Rights and 

Resources page. We are always working to make Fairfax County a more accessible 

place for residents. 

 

Yours in service, 

 

 

 

Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/disabilityhistoryrightsmovement.htm
https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/visit/bancroft/oral-history-center/projects/disability-rights
https://thearc.org/blog/the-r-word-why-language-matters-and-how-we-can-do-better/
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/14871349?hs=a
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/14871349?hs=a
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/disabilities/fairfax-area-disability-services-board
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/disabilities
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/disabilities
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Upcoming Events 
Details on these events and more can be found in this edition of the Beacon or by 

contacting braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

■ July 1-31 ................................ Disability Pride Month, Park and Recreation Month,  

National Ice Cream Month, National Grilling Month 

■ July 4 ......................................................... Independence Day (County Holiday) 

■ July 5 ..................................................... The Great Zucchini at Wakefield Park 

■ July 9 .............................. Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at Fire Station 40 

■ July 11 ............................................................ Mars Rodeo at Royal Lake Park 
                                Tobago Bay Calypso Band at Lake Accotink  

■ July 12 ..................................... Mad Science of Washington at Wakefield Park  

■ July 15 ........................... Board Meeting (View 2025 Board Meeting Schedule) 

Braddock District Land Use & Environment Committee Meeting 

■ July 16 ......................................... Fairfax County Police Trust Policy Presentation 

■ July 18 .................................................. Yellow Dubmarine at Royal Lake Park                                  

Kings Park Concert Band at Lake Accotink 

■ July 19 ............................................................. Groovy Nate at Wakefield Park 

Lake Accotink Preservation Open House at Kings Glen Elementary School 

■ July 23 ....... Personal Safety Presentation at West Springfield District Police Station 

■ July 25 ............................................... Deadline to sign up for National Night Out 

Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at FCAS Lorton Campus 
The Barefoot Movement at Royal Lake Park 

Anthony Swamp Dog Clark at Lake Accotink 

■ July 26 ............................................ Marsha & the Positrons at Wakefield Park 

                                 Car Seat Saturday at West Springfield District Police Station 

Read on to Learn More About: 

Walkinshaw in the Community ............................................................................. 6 

July Citizen of the Month ..................................................................................... 8 

Seasonal Items .................................................................................................. 9 

Community News .............................................................................................. 12 

Youth News ...................................................................................................... 17 

Environment & Parks News ................................................................................. 18 

Transportation Updates ...................................................................................... 20 

Public Safety ..................................................................................................... 22 

Human Services Corner ...................................................................................... 26 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers ............................................................... 26 

Land Use & Development.................................................................................... 28 

 

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/great-zucchini-arts-parks/070525
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/mars-rodeo/071125
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/tobago-bay-calypso-band/071125
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/mad-science-washington/071225
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2025-board-meetings
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/yellow-dubmarine/071825
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/kings-park-concert-band/071825
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/groovy-nate/071925
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/the-barefoot-movement/072525
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/anthony-swamp-dog-clark/072525
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/marsha-and-positrons/072625
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In June, Supervisor Walkinshaw: 

Á Attended graduation ceremonies for Lake Braddock Secondary School and 

Annandale High School (Photo 4) on June 4 

Á Spoke at Braddock Elementary School’s 5th Grade Promotion and Awards 

Assembly on June 4 

Á Attended Fairfax High School’s Graduation Ceremony on June 5 

Á Spoke at Cornerstones’ Summer Food & Resource Rally with StarKist and Feed the 

Children on June 6 (Photo 1) 

Á Honored victims and survivors of gun violence at Alexandria Moms Demand 

Action’s 2025 Wear Orange Rally on June 6 

Á Spoke at the Annandale Christian Community for Action’s Graduation Ceremony on 

June 7 (Photo 2) 

Á Celebrated LGBTQIA+ Pride at Fairfax City’s Pride Launch Event on June 7 

Á Honored Bryan Campbell, Braddock District’s 2025 Volunteer Champion, at 

Volunteer Fairfax’s Annual Volunteer Service Awards Ceremony on June 9 (Photo 

5) 

Á Attended West Springfield High School’s Graduation Ceremony on June 9  

Á Recognized Immigrant Heritage Month at the Board of Supervisors Meeting on 

June 10 

Á Honored Congressman Gerry Connolly at FCPS’s School Board Meeting on June 12 

Á Attended the Grand Opening of the Workhouse Arts Center’s Masterpiece Mini Golf 

installation on June 13 

Á Spoke at the Juneteenth Kick-off Parade hosted by the First Baptist Church of 

Vienna on June 14 

Á Spoke at the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the I-95 Solar Panel Project on June 

18 (Photo 3) 

Á Joined the Rainbow Rock Band for their Arts in the Parks concert at Wakefield Park 

on June 21 

Á Commemorated Juneteenth with the Fairfax County Branch of the NAACP and 

NOVA Parks on June 21 

Á Honored Rose Chu for her service to the Fairfax County Health Care Advisory 

Board (Photo 6) at the Board of Supervisors Meeting on June 24 
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Patricia Gilleaudeau 
 

July’s Citizen of the Month is Patricia 

(Pat) Gilleaudeau! 

 

Pat is originally from Queens, New 

York, where she worked as a nurse 

practitioner. In New York, she 

volunteered as a member of the 

Medical Reserve Corps in addition to 

precepting nurse practitioner 

students. 

 

She retired in Virginia to live near 

family, and she has lived in North 

Springfield for three years. Here, 

she’s been active in Friends of Lake 

Accotink Park (FLAP), participating in park clean-ups on the 

second Sunday of every month. Recently, she began volunteering 

at the Braddock District’s Arts in the Parks children’s shows at 

Wakefield Park on Saturday mornings. 

 

Pat volunteers to give back to her community—both humankind 

and Mother Earth. She is deeply committed to the health and well-

being of our community and derives a deep sense of satisfaction 

from volunteering. Pat plans to keep volunteering for as long as 

she can.  

 

For her lifetime of service in our community and beyond, 

Supervisor Walkinshaw is proud to name Pat Gilleaudeau as the 

July 2025 Citizen of the Month! 
 
Do you know a Braddock District resident , or a group of residents, who should be recognized as our Citizen of the  
Month? Nominate them today!  

Citizen of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2024cotm
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July 4 Metro Service Advisory  
To commemorate 

Independence Day, fares 
will be free on Metrorail, 

Metrobus, and 

MetroAccess from 5:00 
p.m. until the system 

closes. During the 
afternoon, Metro is also 

ramping up service to rush hour levels on rail to get tens of thousands of customers to 
events across the region. 

 
Metrorail customers traveling to fireworks and activities on the National Mall are 

encouraged to enter and exit from a station near your destination on the same line as 
your origin to avoid transfers and reduce crowding. Customers should also consider 

using a station other than Smithsonian, which may become overcrowded, with extremely 
long lines and waits after the fireworks end.  

 
Metro has nearby stations on all lines including the following within a short walk of 

Smithsonian: 

■ Metro Center 

■ Foggy Bottom 

■ Federal Triangle 

■ Archives 

■ Gallery Place 

■ Judiciary Square 

■ Union Station 

■ L’Enfant Plaza 

■ Capitol South 

■ Federal Center SW 

 
Metrorail will be open from 6:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m. Regular weekday fares will be in place 
until 5:00 p.m. All trips after 5:00 p.m. will be fare-free, and parking will be free all day 

at Metro-owned garages and lots. 
 

Metrobus will operate on a Sunday schedule, with regular fares in effect until 5:00 p.m. 
All trips after 5:00 p.m. will be fare-free. 

 
MetroAccess customers may make a reservation to travel on the holiday, with regular 

fares in effect until 5:00 p.m. All trips after 5:00 p.m. will be fare-free. 
 

For service alerts via text or email, sign up for MetroAlerts, download 
the MetroPulse app, or visit wmata.com/metropulse for real-time service 

information. 

 
 

 

Seasonal Items 

https://www.wmata.com/service/status/metroalerts.cfm
https://wmata.com/initiatives/metropulse/index.cfm
https://wmata.com/initiatives/open-data-hub/MetroPulse.cfm
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REAL ID Update  
As of last month, a REAL ID, military ID, or passport is 
required to board domestic flights or enter federal 

facilities, including Fort Belvoir. 
 

You can obtain a REAL ID at one of the DMV’s 76 
customer service centers, including the center on 

Braddock Road (9855 Braddock Road, Fairfax).  
 

DMV Connect — a mobile-service team specializing in 
issuing driver’s licenses and ID cards — is supplementing staffing at service centers 

experiencing higher demand. 
 

A REAL ID costs a one-time $10 fee, in addition to the standard cost of a driver’s license 

or ID. Customers whose names have changed should bring documentation, such as a 
marriage certificate, to verify the change. 

Getting a REAL ID is simple: 

■ Start your application online 

■ Book an appointment at your local DMV 

■ Bring the required documents with you 

 
An updated list of pop-up events is maintained on the DMV website. The next Northern 

Virginia event is scheduled for July 7, from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at Herndon 
Fortnightly Library (768 Center Street, Herndon). 

 
Read more about REAL ID on the DMV’s website. 

 

Fairfax County’s Resource and Service Site 

Thousands of County residents and their families are, or will likely be, affected by the 

federal government’s plan to significantly downsize the federal workforce. The County 

has a variety of resources and 
services that can help former federal 

employees, contractors, and anyone 
else affected by job loss.  

 
Federal Representatives 

Each member of Fairfax County's 
Congressional Delegation has provided 

access to resources, including the 
opportunity for federal employees to 

anonymously report abuses of power, 
review employment rights/civil service 

law, and understand whistleblower 
protections. If you or someone you 

know is a federal employee, review and 

https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/licenses-ids/real-id
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations/fairfax-braddock-road
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations/fairfax-braddock-road
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations/mobile-offices
https://transactions.dmv.virginia.gov/apps/startanywhere/default.aspx
https://appointments.dmv.virginia.gov/OABS/Appointment/Index/f9d2f0ce-2853-4b10-969f-2cfcdc543d1c
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/licenses-ids/real-id
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations/dmv-connects?page=0
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/licenses-ids/real-id
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/licenses-ids/real-id
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
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share these resources, and subscribe to your federal representatives’ newsletters to stay 
informed: 

■ Senator Mark Warner 

Á Resources 
Á Newsletter 

■ Senator Tim Kaine 

Á Resources 

Á Newsletter 
 

 

■ Congressman Don Beyer 

Á Resources 
Á Newsletter 

■ Congressional District 11 (formerly 

Congressman Gerry Connolly’s 

District) 
Á Resources 

Á Newsletter
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority 

As the employment landscape is shifting in the Greater Washington region, find a job in 
Northern Virginia – your skills and experience are valuable, and companies are looking 

to hire YOU. 
 

Actions to Take to Find a Job and Get Hired: 
1. Browse 45,000+ open positions with companies currently looking to hire YOU 

in Northern Virginia. 
2. Visit your local Virginia Career Works Career Center or make a virtual 

appointment. 

3. Connect with Fairfax County’s One-stop Employment Resources Center 
services. 

 

George Mason University Launches Comprehensive Support 

Resources for Displaced Federal Workers 

George Mason University is offering a broad range of 

career, educational, and community resources to assist 
affected federal workers and their families. 

■ Access to Online Micro-Credentials Courses: 

Through Mason Career Academy individuals have 

access to more than 90 online training courses and industry-recognized 
certifications. 

■ Free Entrepreneurial Support and Coaching: Mason Enterprise offers coaching for 

individuals interested in starting small or home-based businesses, with guidance 
tailored to consulting, federal contracting, and other emerging needs. 

■ Application Fee Waivers: Several colleges at George Mason are providing programs 

for fall 2025 graduate programs. 

■ Tickets to Cultural and Sporting Events: George Mason’s College of Visual and 

Performing Arts and George Mason Athletics are offering complimentary tickets to 
select cultural performances and intercollegiate events during the 2025-26 season. 

 
For the latest updates and to access available resources, please visit 

gmu.edu/displaced-workers-support.  
 

 

https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=resources-for-federal-employees
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsletter0
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/federalworkers
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/contact/newsletter
https://beyer.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=6378
https://beyer.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=3
https://connolly.house.gov/constituent-services/resources-for-federal-workers.htm
https://connolly.house.gov/forms/emailsignup/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://www.gmu.edu/displaced-workers-support
https://www.gmu.edu/displaced-workers-support
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Opportunity for Fairfax County Residents to Go Solar 

Interested in letting the sun pay part of your 
electricity bill? Two programs available to Fairfax 

County homeowners – Switch 
Together and Solarize Virginia – are back for 

another round. 
 

Fairfax County is pleased to support these group 
buying programs, which help homeowners and small 

businesses secure a high-quality rooftop solar 
installation at a lower price.  Both programs make 

switching to solar a snap by offering: 

■ A free assessment to determine whether your 

home is a good candidate for solar installation. 

■ Bulk discounts on solar systems with prices at 
least 10% lower than the regional average. 

■ Access to a qualified solar installer, ongoing support, and no obligation to 

purchase. 

 
“Going solar can seem like an overwhelming and expensive process, but it doesn’t have 

to be,” said John Morrill, Director of Fairfax County’s Office of Environmental and Energy 
Coordination. “Through the power of group purchasing, Solarize and Switch Together 

provide an excellent opportunity for residents to switch to clean, renewable energy.” 
 

The deadline for registering for Solarize Virginia is July 15. To learn more and find out 
about incentives offered by Fairfax County, visit Going Solar at the Office of 

Environmental and Energy Coordination.   

 

 

 

Bryan Campbell Honored as Volunteer Fairfax’s 2025 

Braddock Community Champion 
On June 9, Volunteer Fairfax honored outstanding 
individuals who demonstrate an exceptional 

commitment to volunteerism and service. Bryan 
Campbell was recognized as the Braddock Community 

Champion. 
 

Bryan volunteered over 250 hours in 2024 and 
contributed a decade of dedicated service to 

environmental and community causes in the Braddock 
District and Fairfax County. Known for his insight, 

thoughtfulness, and expertise, Bryan is a trusted leader 
on environmental issues affecting the region.  

Community News 

https://switchtogether.com/en/solar/fairfaxcounty/home
https://switchtogether.com/en/solar/fairfaxcounty/home
https://www.solarizeva.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/more-opportunities-fairfax-county-residents-go-solar?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/more-opportunities-fairfax-county-residents-go-solar?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/more-opportunities-fairfax-county-residents-go-solar?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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As President of the Friends of Long Branch Stream Valley, Bryan collaborates closely 
with Fairfax County’s Department of Public Works and Environmental Services. He leads 

efforts to recruit residents for a stakeholder team that reviews watershed assessments 
and selects projects to improve water quality as part of the Long Branch Central 

Watershed Management Area initiative. Bryan’s work includes organizing educational 
activities, community discussions, clean-ups, invasive plant removal, citizen science, 

environmental assessments, restoration projects, and land use reviews. His role as 
liaison to homeowner associations and other groups fosters trust and partnership 

throughout the community.  
 

Bryan also serves on two critical County boards. As a member of the Fairfax County 
Environmental Quality Advisory Council (EQAC), he helps review environmental policies 

and offers recommendations to the Board of Supervisors, supporting long-term 
ecosystem health. On the Fairfax County Wetlands Board, Bryan contributes to 

regulatory oversight of land-disturbing activities in tidal wetlands, balancing property 

owner needs with environmental protection and compliance with federal, state, and local 
standards.  

 
For over ten years, Bryan has led the Follow the Water  program, providing hands-on 

watershed education to students at Little Run and Canterbury Woods Elementary 
Schools, teaching them about drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater systems.  

Beyond these roles, Bryan supports local schools, houses of worship, scouting, and 
athletic organizations by encouraging volunteer participation and leveraging diverse 

community strengths.  
 

Professionally, Bryan applies his 20 years of experience in environmental planning and 
land development as a Planning Specialist for the Virginia Department of Transportation, 

ensuring best practices for major projects across Northern Virginia.  
Bryan’s passion for spreading environmental awareness and stewardship, combined with 

his professional expertise and community leadership, make him a vital champion for 

sustainability and quality of life in the Braddock District and beyond.  
 

Supervisor Walkinshaw said, “I am proud to recognize Bryan Campbell for his dedication 
and service to our community, particularly through his role as President of the Friends of 

Long Branch Stream Valley. Bryan leads and contributes to numerous community 
activities and has been extremely generous in sharing his time and skills whenever the 

need arises.  His technical knowledge of environmental matters and his longstanding 
leadership and involvement make him worthy of recognition as a community champion.” 

 
Congratulations and thank you, Bryan! 
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Food and Back to School Drives 
ECHO is in need of children’s sneakers; children’s tops, pants, and 
winter coats in sizes 10 through 2; and men’s shirts, pants, winter 

coats, and sneakers. If you have any warm jackets to spare, please 
consider donating them to ECHO now. Their Housewares Department 

needs clean, gently used sheets and comforters in king and queen 
sizes, bath towels, hand towels, and washcloths. Additionally, 

donations of new athletic socks in children’s and adult sizes are 
deeply appreciated. Fall and winter attire will be offered starting on 

August 18. 
 

ECHO’s Donation Door (7205 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield) is open from 9:30 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. on weekdays and from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday evenings, plus one Saturday morning a month.  Donations may also be placed 

in the box outside the Braddock District Office during office hours, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday.  

 
All members of the community can donate non-perishable foods and personal hygiene 

items. The Food Pantry especially needs dried beans, rice, canned fruit, peanut butter, 
jelly, canned meats and fish, spaghetti sauce, pasta, detergent, shampoo, toothpaste, 

and toothbrushes. A full list of the most-needed items can be found on ECHO's 
website. 

 

ECHO Needs Help With School Backpacks This Summer 
ECHO is looking for volunteers 13 years old or older to help stuff 1300 backpacks with 

school supplies. These will be distributed before school starts in the 
fall to families in need of assistance. They will welcome youth and 

adult volunteers on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 2:00 - 
5:00 p.m. through August 21.  

 

Because they have limited space and can accommodate only 10 
helpers per session, volunteers must sign up in advance through 

SignUpGenius. For more information, or to sign up to volunteer, visit 
ECHO’s website. 

 
Volunteers may sign up for up to 6 work sessions, but must commit to stay for the full 

three hours for each session they attend. Volunteers under 18 years old must have a 
permission form signed by a parent or guardian. The permission form will be emailed to 

the volunteer when they complete the signup. 
 

Please note that they only use new items in backpacks in order to give every child the 
fresh start that they deserve. Those who wish to donate supplies for the Backpack 

Program can find a list on the ECHO website. There is also a link to ECHO’s Amazon 
Wishlist for those who would like to have supplies delivered directly. Any questions can 

be sent to echobackpacks@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.echo-inc.org/
http://www.echo-inc.org/
https://www.echo-inc.org/summer-backpack-program
https://www.echo-inc.org/summer-backpack-program
https://www.echo-inc.org/summer-backpack-program
https://www.echo-inc.org/sample-page-2/school-supplies
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1NPONMD7U0IS2?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1NPONMD7U0IS2?ref_=wl_share
mailto:echobackpacks@gmail.com
http://www.echo-inc.org/
https://www.echo-inc.org/summer-backpack-program
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Monthly Lead Testing at Farmers Markets 
Childhood lead poisoning is considered the most 
preventable environmental disease among young 

children, yet nearly half a million U.S. children have 
elevated blood-lead levels, according to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
 

Lead is toxic to everyone, especially young children. 
Exposure to lead can cause negative health impacts such 

as developmental delays, learning disabilities, reduced 
hearing, loss of appetite, behavioral issues, headaches 

as well as brain and kidney damage. Old paint, dust, soil, 
some imported candies, traditional medicines and toys are among the many common 

sources of lead.  

 
The Fairfax County Health Department is holding monthly lead testing events at 

the Annandale Farmers Market (6621 Columbia Pike, Annandale) and Mount Vernon 
Farmers Market (2501 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria) from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

During these events, you can bring your household items for lead testing at no cost. 
Appointments are not required.  

 
The Health Department will be at the 

Annandale Farmers Market: 

■ Thursday, July 3 

■ Thursday, August 14 

■ Thursday, September 4 

■ Thursday, October 2 

 

The Health Department will be at the 

Mount Vernon Farmers Market: 

■ Wednesday, July 16 

■ Wednesday, August 20 

■ Wednesday, September 17 

■ Wednesday, October 15

 
What items can be tested?  

Items you can bring for testing include: 

■ Imported herbs, spices, 
seasonings, and candy 

■ Traditional cosmetics 

■ Incense 

■ Religious powders 

■ Medications (ayurvedic or holistic 

medicine) 

 

What is the testing process? 
Items will be sent to a laboratory where they will be tested for lead. There is no 

guarantee that the items will be returned to you after they are sent off for testing. 
Results will be provided to you by your preferred contact method in about two weeks. 

You will also be given information on what the results mean and what steps you can 

take to protect against lead. 
 

Learn more about the dangers of lead and what you can do to protect yourself and 
your family.  

https://www.cdc.gov/lead-prevention/about/index.html
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/health-department-provides-new-opportunities-for-lead-testing-common-household-items-through-new-detect-and-protect-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/annandale
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/mccutcheon-mount-vernon
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/mccutcheon-mount-vernon
https://fairfaxcounty.gov/health/environment/lead
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/health-department-provides-new-opportunities-for-lead-testing-common-household-items-through-new-detect-and-protect-program
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Reduced Fee Vaccine & Microchip Clinics 

As part of Fairfax County Animal Shelter's (FCAS) Pet 
Resource Center, Fairfax County residents have an 

opportunity to vaccinate and microchip their pets without 
the cost of a veterinary exam. 
 
All clinics are first-come, first-served and are cash-only. The 

Animal Shelter has two upcoming clinics:

■ Wednesday, July 9 

Á 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Á Fairfax County Fire Station 40 

(4621 Legato Road, Fairfax) 
 

■ Friday, July 25 

Á 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Á Lorton Campus (8875 Lorton 

Road, Lorton)

For more information on upcoming dates or details, visit the FCAS website. 

 

Pop-Up Food Bank Distribution 
The Capital Area Food Bank supports the large number of 
neighbors who have been impacted by recent reductions in 

federal jobs and funding. The food bank is holding new pop-
up food distributions twice a week.  

 
These pop-up distributions offer pantry items and fresh 

produce on Thursdays from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m., or while supplies last each day.  

 

The Virginia distribution sites can be found in the parking lots of: 

■ Giant (6364a Springfield Plaza, Springfield) 

■ Safeway (4215 Cheshire Station Plaza, Dale City) 
 

Those in need of food assistance can learn more about these pop-up food distributions, 

and how to access support at other times and locations, by going to the Capital Area 
Food Bank's website. Spread the word by sharing the information and the link above.  

 

Food Access Program 
Fairfax County Neighborhood and Community Services (NCS) partners with community-

based organizations, food pantries, local nonprofits, 
Fairfax County Public Schools, and other 

government organizations to provide opportunities 
for food access throughout Fairfax County.  
 
The Food Access Program also coordinates food 

distribution in many NCS programs such as Head 
Start, Camp Fairfax, Teens in Action, and School 

Age Child Care (SACC) to promote healthy eating 

and food access to the children who participate at no extra cost. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/
https://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/food-access
http://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/dmv-help/
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A new food access map provides comprehensive list of food distribution sites across 
the County. The map can be filtered by many variables, including language spoken, day 

of the week, and more. Additional sites are added daily. 
 

Visit NCS’s Food Access website to learn more about all food programs in Fairfax 
County.  

 
 

 
  

 

July Message from Braddock District School 

Board Representative Rachna Sizemore Heizer 

Greetings Braddock friends and neighbors, 

 

Happy 4th of July! It’s a wonderful time to gather and celebrate our 
nation’s founding and the ideals on which it was founded - life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  
 

As the child of immigrants, I learned to deeply love America and all 
things American from my father. He embraced America with unrestrained zeal and much 

joy. Naturally, his favorite holiday became the 4th of July. When I watch the fireworks 
on the 4th now, I remember the deep appreciation he gave me for the freedoms and 

rights our founders fought for. I hope everyone has a wonderful celebration with friends 
and family! 

 
Looking back on the spring, so many of our students had special achievements. Below 

are just some of the amazing achievements our Braddock District has achieved plus 60 
Regional Science & Engineering Fair Award winners, and 34 NCA Cappies Nominees! 

■ 2025 ExploraVision Competition National Winners - Willow Springs ES 

■ Outstanding Chapter of the Year for Best Buddies Program - Bonnie Brae ES 

■ National Scholastic Arts Award winner - Frost MS 

■ Rowing State Champions (3rd year in a row!) Woodson HS 

■ VHSL Class 6C Baseball Champions - West Springfield HS  

■ National Young Marine of the Year - TJHSST 

■ Top 10 Worldwide in Odyssey of the Mind - Lake Braddock SS 
 

I also want to remind everyone that all children 18 and younger in Fairfax County are 
eligible to receive free breakfast and lunch through FCPS’ Summer Meal Service 

Program. Find more information on FCPS’ Food and Nutrition Services webpage.  

 
Please reach out if my office can be of service to you. 

 

 
Rachna 

Youth News 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/497a2d92adb8497ea07b7277fde3e6e4/page/MainScreen
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/food-access
https://www.fcps.edu/services/families-and-caregivers/food-and-nutrition/summer-meal-service-program
mailto:braddockconstituent@gmail.com
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Summer Acting Camps and Events for Kids & Teens 

Great Theatre in the Great Outdoors  
For over 20 years, Traveling Players has been creating 

theatre, friendships, and memories — with the best 
people: theatrical teens and pre-teens! 
 
Traveling Players presents a full continuum of great 

summer theater camps tailored to kids and teens - from 
beginner to advanced. Students have the unique 

opportunity to receive guidance from seasoned theater 
professionals while showcasing their talents in 

captivating outdoor settings.  

■ Summer Camps & Conservatories - Select spots remain in their nationally 

awarded acting camps! 
Á Day Camps at Tysons Corner Center (grades 2-5) 

Á Sleepaway camps at Christchurch Boarding School in the Northern Neck 
(grades 3-12) 

■ Family-Friendly Plays - All summer long at Tysons Corner Center! 

 

Visit travelingplayers.org for more information. 
 

 
 

 

July Update on Lake Accotink Preservation Feasibility Study 

The Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES) has been working 
with an interdisciplinary team of County staff, United States Geological Survey (USGS) 

citizen staff, and a team of consulting engineers, scientists, and professionals (referred 
to as the Accotink team) to support the Smaller Lake Accotink Preservation Feasibility 

Study. Below is an update on the status of the concurrent efforts.  
Sedimentation Study – Field monitoring and lake modeling is continuing.  

 
Dam Assessment – As previously noted, when work began on the dam assessment, 

the Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) found that the sluice gate was not able to close 

properly to allow the dewatering of the stilling basin. FCPA is awaiting the sluice gate 
items now in fabrication. They expect the sluice gate will be repaired in early August and 

the dam assessment will begin after Labor Day. 
 

Preservation Feasibility Study – The first Study Team Coordination Meeting was held 
on June 5, where information was shared and potential conceptual approaches to 

sediment management were discussed. The consultant completed review of existing 
documents and prepared a draft summary. A desktop assessment and identification of 

key assumptions are ongoing which will identify preliminary options for feasibility 
evaluation. 

 

Environment & Parks News 

https://www.travelingplayers.org/summer-camps/
https://www.travelingplayers.org/events/
https://www.travelingplayers.org/summer-camps/
https://www.travelingplayers.org/summer-camps/
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Outreach/Engagement – An open house will be held on Saturday, July 19. 
Information is available below and on the Public Engagement website.  

https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
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Metro’s Better Bus Network Redesign 
Metrobus routes and service times have changed as part of the Better Bus Network 
Redesign. All routes now have new route names. Metro has implemented changes to 

routes, hours of operation, and frequency. Some bus stops have been added, 
eliminated, or moved. 

 
To explore the updated trip planner, network maps, route profiles, and more, visit the 

Metro website. A Better Bus Network Redesign FAQ is available to learn more 
about the Better Bus initiative. If you have any questions, contact Metro’s Customer 

Service Team or call (202) 637-7000 on weekdays from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. or 
weekends from 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Metrorail to Begin Blue Line Maintenance Work 
The Metro Transit Authority will begin track work along the southern end of the Blue Line 
from July 5 through July 26, requiring the closure of Metro stations at Franconia-

Springfield and Van Dorn Street. This will allow for the modernization of the train control 
system and replacement of obsolete signals during a period when ridership is typically 

low. 
 

Metro will transport riders to their destinations with free local and express shuttles 
during the construction period. 

 
Metro’s annual summer and winter construction work keeps the Metrorail system in a 

state of good repair, preventing problems before they disrupt service.  
 

Transportation Updates 

https://wmata.com/initiatives/plans/Better-Bus/index.cfm
https://www.wmata.com/initiatives/plans/Better-Bus/frequently-asked-questions.cfm
https://wmata.com/about/contact/
https://wmata.com/about/contact/
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“Safety and reliability are 
key tenets of Metro’s 

Strategic Transformation 
Plan,” said Metro’s Chief 

Infrastructure Officer 
Andy Off. “These summer 

construction projects 
allow us extended time to 

renew our rail system, 
making it safer and more 

reliable for our 
customers.” 

 
For more information 

about this and other 

Metro construction projects, visit the WMATA website to see projects planned through 
Summer 2026. Contact Metro’s Customer Service Team with any questions. 

 

WMATA Wins Two American Public Transportation Awards 
WMATA was recognized by the American 

Public Transportation Association (APTA) as 
2025 Public Transportation Award 

winners in two categories:  
■ Outstanding Public Transportation 

System – 50 million or more annual 
passenger trips 

■ Outstanding Partnership in Public 

Transportation – WMATA, Kimley 
Horn, and Foursquare Integrated 

Transportation Planning for Better 
Bus Program 

 

Post Forest Drive and Random Hills Road Shared-Use Paths 

Construction Underway in Fair Oaks 

According to the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), construction on 
new shared-use paths along Post Forest Drive and Random Hills Road is underway. 

  
The project aims to improve bicyclist and pedestrian safety, mobility and connectivity to 

the I-66 bicycle and pedestrian network. 
  

Post Forest Drive from West Ox Road to Random Hills Road/Legato Road 
The existing sidewalk along the south side of Post Forest Drive is being upgraded to a 

10-foot-wide shared-use path from the Random Hills Road/Legato Road intersection to 
the existing shared-use path just west of Black Ironwood Drive. 

  

https://www.wmata.com/about/news/Metro-announces-three-year-capital-construction-plans-including-Red-Line-station-closures-this-summer.cfm
https://wmata.com/about/contact/
https://aptapassengertransport.com/apta-announces-2025-public-transportation-awards-hall-of-fame-winners/
https://aptapassengertransport.com/apta-announces-2025-public-transportation-awards-hall-of-fame-winners/
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/post-forest-drive-and-random-hills-road-shared-use-paths-in-fairfax-county/
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To accommodate the new shared-use path, Post Forest Drive will be restriped without 
the existing bicycle lanes, curb and gutter will be modified as needed, and the bus 

shelter on the south side of Post Forest Drive will be relocated.  
 

Improvements will also be made at the Post Forest Drive and West Ox Road intersection, 
including: 

■ Adding crosswalks along the north and west sides of the intersection. 

■ Upgrading pedestrian signals 

■ Enhancing Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) curb ramps. 
  

Random Hills Road from Post Forest Drive to Monument Drive 
The existing sidewalk along the east/south side of Random Hills Road is being upgraded 

to a 10-foot-wide shared-use path from Post Forest Drive to the existing shared-use 
path just east of the Monument Drive overpass. 

  

Improvements will also be made at the Post Forest Drive and Random Hills Road/Legato 
Road intersection, including: 

■ Adding a crosswalk along the north side of the intersection. 

■ Enhancing ADA curb ramps. 

  

During construction, weekday and overnight lane closures outside of peak travel hours 
within the project limits may be scheduled. Also, pedestrians and bicyclists may 

encounter closures and detours around the sidewalks and paths along Post Forest Drive 
and Random Hills Road.  

The $6.4 million Post Forest Drive and Random Hills Road shared-use paths 
project is financed with federal, state, and local funding and is scheduled for completion 

in mid-2026. 
 

Drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians are reminded to use caution when traveling in active 
work zones. Be alert to new traffic patterns and limit distractions. 

 
 

 

 

Fairfax County Police Trust Policy Presentation 
Officers from the West Springfield District Police Department will be hosting a 
presentation on immigration and the Fairfax County Trust Policy. Learn more about how 

the Fairfax County Police Department (FCPD) approaches immigration status and civil 
immigration enforcement on Wednesday, July 16, from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., at the 

Annandale Community Center (7861-B Heritage Drive, Annandale). 

 
FCPD is committed to helping the community understand their role and policies in our 

community and to answering any questions community members may have. This 
presentation is open to the public, and no registration is required. Spanish interpreters 

will be available. For more information, contact PFC Liam May at 
liam.may@fairfaxcounty.gov or (571) 595-4620. 

Public Safety 
Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/post-forest-drive-and-random-hills-road-shared-use-paths-in-fairfax-county/
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/post-forest-drive-and-random-hills-road-shared-use-paths-in-fairfax-county/
mailto:liam.may@fairfaxcounty.gov
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National Night Out is on August 5! 
 
It’s time to register for National Night Out! 

 
On Tuesday, August 5, connect with officers 

from the West Springfield District and help 
make this a memorable event. From a 

simple ice cream party to an all-out festival, 
take this opportunity to gather with your 

neighbors, get better acquainted with your 
community, and discuss issues of common 

concern.  
 

You’ll also get the chance to: 

■ Have fun, food, and fellowship in your community 

■ Know your Police and Public Safety Team 

■ Heighten crime prevention awareness 

■ Send the message that your neighborhood is organized against crime 
 

*Please note that only neighborhood associations can register events, not individual 
citizens*  

 
To participate, sign up for National Night Out by Friday, July 25. Contact MPO Tony 

Capizzi at (703) 277-2363 or anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov if you have any 
questions. 

 

Car Seat Saturday  
Get your child’s car seat inspected on 
Saturday, July 26, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 

p.m. at the West Springfield Police District 
Station (6140 Rolling Road, Springfield). No 

appointment is needed.   

 
Car seats will be inspected on a first-come, 
first-served basis. When you arrive, enter the 

lobby to request further directions. All car seat 
inspections/installations will be conducted by a 

certified Child Passenger Safety technician. Be sure to install the child safety seat 
yourself so the inspection can be conducted. The seat will be properly re-installed, if 

necessary, and you will learn how to install the seat properly in the future.   

Reach out to MPO Tony Capizzi at anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (703) 

277-2363 if you have questions. Car seat inspections are also available, by appointment, 
every Tuesday from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. Call the station at (703) 644-7377, and press zero 

to make an appointment for those days.  

https://form.jotform.com/FCPD/nno-2025-registration
mailto:anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Deer Management Program 
The Fairfax County Deer Management 
Program is implemented each year to 

manage the abundant local white-tailed deer 
population (Odocoileus virginianus ). 

 
The primary objective of the Fairfax County 

Deer Management Program is deer 
population control on public parklands. 

Management actions reflect a variety of 
interests: protecting human health and 

safety, reducing environmental damage, 
conserving biodiversity and maintaining 

healthy deer herds. 

 
Visit Fairfax County’s Deer Management Program website for more information. The 

site includes an FAQ section, deer management options on private property, deer 
damage mitigation options, and more. 

 

FCPD Launches Recruitment Initiative for Federal Workers 
In response to recent federal workforce reductions, the Fairfax 

County Police Department (FCPD) has launched a dedicated 
recruitment initiative aimed at hiring experienced professionals 

seeking stable and rewarding career opportunities in public 
safety. 

 
FCPD is offering a $15,000 hiring bonus for new police officers 

and has a variety of professional staff positions available. Federal 
employees and other skilled professionals bring valuable 

expertise that aligns with the needs of the department, making 

them strong candidates for a variety of roles. 
 

Why Consider FCPD? 
As one of the nation’s most dynamic law enforcement agencies, FCPD serves the largest 

jurisdiction in Virginia with over 1,500 dedicated professionals. The department provides 
diverse assignments, cutting-edge technology, and innovative programs, offering a 

range of career paths in both sworn and professional staff capacities. FCPD offers 
competitive compensation and extensive benefits, including volunteer & military leave, 

paid family leave, health & wellness coverage, and retirement plans. For more 
information, view the County's employee benefits. 

 
Current Openings 

Opportunities within FCPD include Police Officers and Professional Staff Positions such as 
Police Citizen Aides, administrative assistants, and investigative aides. For a full list of 

job openings and application details, visit FCPD's recruitment site. 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/deer-management-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hr/department-human-resources-employee-benefits
http://www.joinfcpd.org/
http://www.joinfcpd.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/wildlife/deer-management-program
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Ideal Candidates & Career Growth 
Professionals transitioning from federal employment or other structured roles will find 

that their skills—such as teamwork, problem-solving, and operational efficiency—are 
highly valued at FCPD. The department provides extensive training tailored to each role, 

including a top-rated police academy for sworn officers and specialized instruction for 
civilian employees. Leadership development programs, tuition reimbursement, and 

career advancement opportunities are also available. 
 

How to Apply 
Those interested in pursuing a career with FCPD can begin the application process. 
 

 

 

 

2025 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report 
Fairfax Water’s Annual Water Quality Report is out, and it contains data from water 

quality analyses completed in 2024. Fairfax 

Water reported that water quality in the 
County is excellent, meeting or surpassing all 

state and federal regulations. 

 
View the report, which includes an FAQ 

section, information about water safety, tips 
on reducing lead exposure, and more. 

 
If you have any questions regarding water quality or service, please visit Fairfax 

Water’s Contact Us page. 
 

 
 

 

Dementia Friends Information Session 
Dementia Friendly Fairfax envisions our community as a place where people living with 

dementia and their care partners will be able to 

engage in a variety of activities, be supported in the 
highest quality of life, and can live independently for as 

long as possible. 
 

After participating in a Dementia Friends session, 
participants will be able to: 

■ Describe dementia and know the most common 

type of dementia 

■ State the five key messages about dementia  

■ Explain one approach to effectively communicate with a person with dementia 

■ Commit to an action as a Dementia Friend in your community  

 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

Human Services Corner 

https://joinfcpd.org/
https://www.fairfaxwater.org/sites/default/files/ccr/Fairfax%20Water%202025%20CCR.pdf
https://www.fairfaxwater.org/contact-us
https://www.fairfaxwater.org/contact-us
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/14797448
https://www.fairfaxwater.org/sites/default/files/ccr/Fairfax%20Water%202025%20CCR.pdf


 
 

27 
 

The information session will be held on Thursday, July 10, from 10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
Learn more or register for this event. 

 

Webinar: Care for Others, Care for Yourself 
The Fairfax Area Agency on Aging’s Caregiver & Supportive Services Unit invites you to 

join its upcoming webinar for family caregivers of older adults and/or adults with 
disabilities. 

 
In this hour-long webinar presentation, Dr. Aaron Blight, Assistant Professor of Public 

Health at Shenandoah University, will provide a presentation on wellness. Caregivers 
usually offer themselves to others with little thought of recognition or reward. However, 

it’s important for caregivers to know that in addition to caring for others, they must take 
care of themselves. This compelling presentation emphasizes the giving and receiving of 

care–not only for others, but also for oneself–as imperatives for wellness.  

 
The webinar will be held on Wednesday, July 16 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Register 

for the event, which is free and open to the public. For questions, email 
ayiguli.saifuding@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (571) 407-6961. 

 

Free Events at the Wellness Center for Older Adults 
4027B Olley Lane, Fairfax | Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/14797448
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/ereg/Registration.aspx?groupID=1
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/ereg/Registration.aspx?groupID=1
mailto:ayiguli.Saifuding@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Program Descriptions
 

Dance for Brain Health  
July  10 , 17, 24, & 31  

Based on CDC reports, research shows 
that the areas of the brain that control 

memory and skills such as planning and 
organizing improve with exercise. Dance 

has the added dimensions of rhythm, 
balance and music that enhance the 

benefits of simple movement – plus, it’s 
fun! This class is appropriate for persons 

living with dementia, their caregivers and 
anyone interested in preventing health 

conditions associated with cognitive 

decline. Call to reserve your space at 
703-970-3601. 

 

Movie Club July 18  
Join for a movie club experience. This 

activity is centered around watching 
quality films and having a discussion 

following the movie. 
 

Memory Screenings July 21  
Insight Memory Care Center offers free 

confidential memory screenings and 
educational materials to people with 

concerns about their memory or who 
want to check their memory now for 

future comparison. Call to reserve a 30-

minute appointment at 703-970-3601.

 
Creativity Leads to Wellness  

July 23 & 30  
Join creative art sessions led by Sharon 

Fishel, a local artist from the McLean 
Project for the Arts. This class will 

focus on individuals discovering their 
creativity and learning art elements. All 

materials are provided. 

Birthday Bingo July  24 
Happy Birthday, July babies! Join staff 

and day program individuals for a movie 
and cupcakes! 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Land Use & Development 

 

Braddock District Land Use &  
Environment Committee Meeting 

 
The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee will hold a 

virtual meeting on Tuesday, July 15, at 7:00 p.m. The agenda will 
include updates on pending Braddock District land use cases and 

related proposals.  

 
Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee meetings are 

open to the public and interested residents are encouraged to 
participate. Join online or by phone: (571) 429-5982, Phone 

Conference ID: 730 922 969#. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://mpaart.org/
https://mpaart.org/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmQ4Yjc0MTItZDczYy00MzEwLWFkNjktNzJhODg3MWVjYTI4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c532aaa-4f05-4e8d-9655-9ace3db48ba8%22%7d
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Learn about Potential Changes to 

Regulations for Battery Energy 

Storage Systems 
Join a virtual community meeting on July 21 or 22 to 

hear about proposed updates to the Zoning Ordinance 
that could impact how proposed battery energy 

storage systems (BESS) are reviewed. BESS is a 
technology that stores extra energy generated by 

various sources, such as solar panels or the electrical 

grid, in batteries for later use. This allows for a stable 
and reliable energy supply, especially for periods of high demand or when there is a 

power outage.  
 

As directed by the Board of Supervisors, County staff is developing Zoning Ordinance 
amendments that would add new regulations for BESS. Standards address topics like 

setbacks, screening, noise, and safety. Public hearings on the Zoning Ordinance 
amendment have not been scheduled.  

 
Save the date to join one of the following virtual meetings: 

■ Monday, July 21, at 12:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting - MS Teams 

Call In Number: (571) 429-5982 
Conference ID: 520 832 186# 

 

■ Tuesday, July 22, at 7:00 p.m. 
Virtual Meeting - MS Teams 

Call In Number: (571) 429-5982 
Conference ID: 366 556 176#  

 

The meetings include the same content and consist 
of a presentation on what’s being proposed and time to ask questions and share your 

thoughts. The different dates and times are offered to provide flexibility for attendees. 
No registration is required. 

 
Visit the project webpage to learn more. 

 
If you cannot attend the meetings, recordings will be available afterward. If you have 

any questions or comments, email Jacqui.Kamp@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (703) 324-
1314. 

 

Braddock District Cases Filed with the Board of Zoning 

Appeals 
The Fairfax County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and makes decisions on 
requests for variances (relief from specific zoning regulations such as lot width, building 

https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_NWM0NmZlYmUtMGRjZS00Y2I1LTkzZTEtMGJiYmQ5ZGU3ZDZm%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522b8657337-c04b-4642-b39e-34208ffcf1ee%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=05dd866a-5823-4a96-a08d-6ee6e60d0dfe&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_NmZlMGNjMWItMTY1Mi00NmNkLTg0MzQtOWRmNGMwMTYyYjFl%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522b8657337-c04b-4642-b39e-34208ffcf1ee%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=152bf522-d0ca-4d8f-83ed-953e09a0dbc3&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/battery-energy-storage
mailto:Jacqui.Kamp@fairfaxcounty.gov
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height, or minimum yard requirements) and Special Use Permits. It meets on 

Wednesdays beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Auditorium. BZA meetings are aired 
live on the County government's cable TV Channel 16. Residents who have concerns 

about an application are encouraged to submit a letter for the record or testify at the 
hearing on the case in person, by telephone, or by pre-submitted video. For information 

on how to submit comments or testify, please visit the Board of Zoning Appeals 
website. These matters will not come before the Board of Supervisors but will be 

decided by the BZA. 
 

Access to information on BZA cases is available through the Planning and Land Use 

System, or PLUS. The PLUS record includes background documents and staff reports, 
which are published one to two weeks prior to public hearing, depending on the case 

type. PLUS is updated in real time. Visit the PLUS website for more information on this 
land use platform. 

 
ü Jason Hardman & Jhovanna Hardman – 9105 Parliament Drive, Burke 

SP-2025-BR-00002 
The applicants requested a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 

addition (sunroom) 13.6 feet from the rear lot line. This application has been 
withdrawn. Information, including a map of the site, may be found on the PLUS 

website. 
 

ü Aziz Omar, Balqis Omar and Kiddie Kingdom Early Learning Center LLC – 
4517 Forest Hill Drive, Fairfax 

SP-2024-BR-00137 

The applicants requested approval for a Home Day Care Facility. The applicants 
also requested a reduction in setback requirements based on errors in building 

location to allow the following to remain: 1) an accessory structure (gazebo) 5.3 
feet from the side lot line; 2) an accessory structure (play equipment) 17.5 feet 

from the side lot line and 11.2 feet from the rear lot line; 3) a roofed deck 10.9 
feet from the side lot line; and 4) an open deck 10.9 feet from the side lot line. 

This application has been indefinitely deferred. Information, including a map of the 
site, may be found on the PLUS website.  

 
ü 8600 Clara M. Morrissette Tr LLC – 8600 Morrissette Drive, Springfield 

SP-2025-BR-00025 
The applicants are requesting to permit a large health and exercise facility on the 

site for indoor softball training. This application has been scheduled for a BZA 
hearing on July 9. Information, including a map of the site and staff report, when 

available, may be found on the PLUS website.  

 
 

If you have questions or any other issues of concern to you, please email 
braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov or call the Braddock District office at (703) 425-9300.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/channel_16_live_stream.htm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/plus
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC25&capID2=00000&capID3=001ET&agencyCode=FFX&IsToShowInspection=
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC25&capID2=00000&capID3=001ET&agencyCode=FFX&IsToShowInspection=
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=02EAH&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC25&capID2=00000&capID3=00DMI&agencyCode=FFX
mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov

