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Dear Neighbor, 
 

March is Women’s History Month! During this month, take time to learn more about the 
incredible contributions women have made to history, culture, and society.  

 
Fairfax Libraries will host several events celebrating the lives and stories of women 

who have made an impact on Fairfax County and beyond with presentations, workshops, 
storytimes, crafts, and more.  

 

Menstrual Supplies Drive 
My office is participating in a menstrual product drive 
coordinated by Providence District Supervisor Dalia 

Palchik’s office to support bridging the gap when it 
comes to period poverty. The drive will collect new and 

unopened pads, tampons, liners, and menstrual cups to 
donate to local non-profits at the end of the month. The 

Braddock District office will be donating the supplies to 
the Annandale United Methodist Church’s Mission Center. 

 
You can drop off supplies Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. 

– 5:00 p.m. at our office (9002 Burke Lake Road, 
Burke). 

 
You can view a full list of drop-off sites and more 

information about the drive on Supervisor Palchik’s 

website. 
 

General Assembly Wrap-Up 
As the Board’s Legislative Committee Chair, I lead the development of our annual 
Legislative Program and work throughout the General Assembly session to advocate for 

Fairfax County’s priorities. This year’s session was a consequential one. In addition to 
considering 3,107 bills, the General Assembly formed a special bipartisan committee to 

monitor the impacts of federal actions on funding and on the federal workforce. That 
committee has already held its first meeting and is chaired by Delegate David Bulova, 

who represents part of the Braddock District.  

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/celebrate-womens-history-month-fcpl
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/menstrual-product-drive
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/menstrual-product-drive
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/menstrual-product-drive
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence/menstrual-product-drive


 
 

2 
 

Unfortunately, there was limited action on recommendations from the watershed 
report on state K-12 funding, completed in 2023 by the Joint Legislative Audit and 

Review Commission (JLARC). As I’ve written many times, that study demonstrated that 
the Commonwealth dramatically underestimates the actual costs of public education by 

approximately $6.6 billion per year, placing Virginia behind our neighboring states in 
state education funding and creating a $568 million education funding gap here in 

Fairfax County. 
 

The General Assembly’s budget does provide $28.3 million in education funding above 
what the Governor proposed, primarily by eliminating an artificial cap on funding for K-

12 support positions that was first implemented during the Great Recession. While the 
restoration of an education budget cut imposed more than 15 years ago is a positive 

step, there is significant work to be done for Richmond to meet its obligations to our 
kids, teachers, and schools. 

 

Much of my focus this year was on securing passage of two key County initiatives. I’m 
pleased to share that both have passed the General Assembly and are on their way to 

the Governor’s desk. 

■ HB 2036 (carried by Delegate David Bulova) would expand the definition of 
reckless driving to include exhibition or stunt driving, and prohibits increasingly 

dangerous behaviors on the Commonwealth’s roads. 

■ HB 2550 (carried by Delegate Rip Sullivan) authorizes Northern Virginia localities 

to place and operate noise monitoring devices for the purpose of recording and 
enforcing exhaust system violations in a pilot program, which would expire on July 

1, 2027.  
 

I encourage interested readers to contact Governor Glenn Youngkin and ask him to 
sign HB 2036 and HB 2550 into law. 

 
We were also successful in defeating or amending a number of bills that would have 

negatively impacted Fairfax County. View the final 2025 General Assembly report to 
the Board of Supervisors. 

 

Braddock Budget Town Hall – New Date 
I look forward to hearing your thoughts, ideas, questions, and concerns about the 
County budget before it is adopted in May. I'll be hosting a virtual Braddock District 

Budget Town Hall on Thursday, March 27, at 7:00 p.m. with County Executive Bryan 
Hill.  

 
While we previously announced that the town hall would be held on March 11, a 

scheduling conflict arose and this is a new date. 
 

There are three different ways to watch the town hall: 

■ Facebook Live 

■ Stream on the County website 

■ Tune to Channel 16 (Channel 16 on Verizon/Comcast or Cox Channel 1016) 

https://jlarc.virginia.gov/landing-2023-virginias-k-12-funding-formula.asp
https://jlarc.virginia.gov/landing-2023-virginias-k-12-funding-formula.asp
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2036
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2550
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/communicating-with-the-governors-office/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/Draft-2025-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BXdZrtj1q/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BXdZrtj1q/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BXdZrtj1q/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/channel-16/stream
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Do you have a question to submit for the town hall? 

■ Call (703) 324-1114 during the program 

■ Use the Facebook Live chat 

■ Email braddocktownhall@fairfaxcounty.gov 

 
The Board will also be hosting a series 

of Budget Public Hearings from April 22-24 at the 
Government Center. We want to hear from residents 

and encourage you to sign up to speak in person, 
by video, or by phone at one of the three meetings. 

 
The County has expanded the methods for residents 

to offer feedback on the Budget. You can share your 
comments using these methods: 

■ Leave a voicemail at (703) 890-5898, project 

code 7574 

■ Email FY26Budget@publicinput.com 

■ Submit comments online 

▪ Español 

▪ 한국어 

 
Yours in service, 

 
 

 
Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read on to Learn More About: 
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https://www.facebook.com/share/1BXdZrtj1q/
mailto:braddocktownhall@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk/speakers-form
mailto:FY26Budget@publicinput.com
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/fy26budget
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/y22534
https://engage.fairfaxcounty.gov/y22534
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BXdZrtj1q/
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Upcoming Events 
Details on these events and more can be found in this edition of the Beacon or by 

contacting braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

■ March 1-31 ............... Women’s History Month, American Red Cross Month,  

National Reading Month, Brain Injury Awareness Month 

■ March 8 ................... Car Seat Saturday at West Springfield District Station 

Congressman Beyer’s Resource Fair for Federal Workers and Contractors 

■ March 9 ............................. Daylight Savings Time (Spring forward 1 hour) 

■ March 9-15 .................................................................. Girl Scout Week 

■ March 10 ............... Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at Fire Station 40 

■ March 13-14 .............................................................................. Purim 

■ March 14 ....................................... Braddock District Tax Relief Workshop 

Holi 

■ March 15 ............................................................... FCPS Family Summit 

■ March 17 ..................................................................... St. Patrick’s Day 

■ March 18 ........ Full Board Meeting (View 2025 Board Meeting Schedule) 

Scout Night at West Springfield District Police Station 

Braddock District Land Use & Environment Committee 

■ March 19 ..............................................Braddock District Council Meeting 

■ March 21 ..... Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at FCAS’ Lorton Campus 

National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence 

■ March 22 . Personal Safety Lecture at West Springfield District Police Station 

■ March 27 ..................................... Braddock District Budget Town Hall 

■ March 28 ....................................... Braddock District Tax Relief Workshop 

■ March 29-30 ......................................................................... Eid Al-Fitr 

■ March 31 ..................... Last Day of County’s Hypothermia Shelter Program 

Application Deadline for Braddock District Summer Internship 

Transgender Day of Visibility 

 

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2025-board-meetings
https://www.facebook.com/share/1A9EaoVp1A/
https://bit.ly/25bdi
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In February, Supervisor Walkinshaw also: 

■ Spoke at the Croftwood HOA meeting on February 4 

■ Met with Fairfax County’s General Assembly Delegation in Richmond 

on February 5 

■ Met with Alex, a Cub Scout, about local government and elections on 

February 10 

■ Met with Bradley, a Boy Scout, to talk about community service on 

February 10 

■ Toured the Real Time Crime Center with Police Chief Kevin Davis on 

February 20 

■ Spoke with FOX 5 about his initiative to add community safety 

officers on February 20 

■ Chaired the Fairfax Campus and Community Advisory Board meeting 

on February 20 

■ Was interviewed by WUSA 9 about HB 2036, legislation tackling 

street takeovers, on February 20 

■ Was interviewed by FOX 5 on legislation tackling exhibition driving 

on February 21 

■ Joined Chapel Square Civic Association for their Annual Winter Party 

on February 23 

■ Spoke at the Colony Park Community Association’s Annual Meeting on 

February 24 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fox5dc.com/news/community-safety-officers-could-be-introduced-fairfax-county-support-police
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/02-18-25_FinalSummary.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/sites/boardofsupervisors/files/Assets/Documents/02-18-25_FinalSummary.pdf
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/local/virginia/virginia-street-takeover-legislation-heads-to-governors-desk/65-b4aed13f-a1d4-4849-8510-8415bb303c9e
https://www.fox5dc.com/news/new-bill-targets-illegal-street-takeovers-exhibition-driving-virginia
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Marcy Stennes 
March’s Citizen of the Month is Marcy Stennes! 
 

Marcy Stennes has been the engine behind the 
Hypothermia Shelter at Burke Presbyterian Church 

(BPC). She has helped host for many years, and this 
year was their most active year ever. 
 

Marcy helped recruit over 200 volunteers to take on 
several tasks, including preparing breakfast, lunch, 

dinner, and takeaway meals, mending clothes for 
guests, playing board games, serving as overnight 

security to ensure guest safety, and entertaining guests 
with musical performances – some even join the choir 

to sing! Volunteers were not only needed for the 
guests, but to get senior volunteers to the shelter, she recruited younger members of 

the congregation to drive those volunteers to BPC.  
 

Not only does Marcy run the hypothermia shelter, she has also led BPC’s Crop Walk, a 

fundraiser walk alongside other Burke churches to raise funds for food-insecure 
residents. She recruits walkers and donors who pledge a certain amount of money for 

the number of laps completed. 
 

She also is a volunteer tutor with the church’s Snacks & Backpacks after-school program 

for over a decade. This program is mostly run by retired teachers and volunteers and 
offers a space for kids that do not have after-school programming to attend, to get extra 

help with homework. They also provide food and snacks for the students. 
 

Marcy is BPC’s co-lead on affordable housing issues. She is working with Fairfax 

Presbyterian on their affordable housing program that is breaking ground soon. She 
helped with raising private dollars and securing public funding from the City of Fairfax 

for the project that will provide low-income residents with secure housing. 
 

Marcy’s pastor, Pastor Becca Messman, said (regarding the hypothermia shelter) 
“Without her tireless dedication, our church could not have done this. It was one of the 

coldest weeks of the year, and she created a space of warmth and beautiful welcome!” 
 

Marcy’s friend and fellow member of Burke Presbyterian Church, Anita Pesses, said that 

Marcy is a go-getter who cares very deeply about people, and that serving people is her 
calling. She said Marcy is a justice-minded individual with the skills to pull off anything 

she puts her mind to. 
 

Marcy’s service to the people in her community and the Braddock District and her care 

for others is inspiring. Supervisor Walkinshaw is proud to name Marcy Stennes as the 
March 2025 Citizen of the Month! 

 
Do you know a Braddock District resident, or a group of residents, who should be recognized as our Citizen of the 
Month? Nominate them today! 

Citizen of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2024cotm


 
 

8 
 

 
 

 

Resource Fair for Federal 

Workers and Contractors 
On March 8, Congressman Don Beyer is 
hosting a resource fair, providing support to 

federal workers and contractors, in 
partnership with Fairfax County, City of Falls 

Church, City of Alexandria, and Arlington 
County. While this resource fair is not in 

Fairfax County, it is open to all County 
residents. 

 
The fair will be from 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. at 

Wakefield High School (1325 S. Dinwiddie 
Street, Arlington) and will offer valuable 

resources like unemployment assistance, 
mental health support, housing information, 

food aid, and federal workers' rights 

information. 
 

Parking information is available on Arlington 
County’s website.  

 

Fairfax Launches Resource and Service Site 
Thousands of County residents and their families will likely be 

affected by the federal government’s plan to significantly 
downsize the federal workforce. The County has a variety of 

resources and services that can help former federal 
employees, contractors, and anyone else affected by job loss.  

 
Federal Representatives 

Each member of Fairfax County's Congressional Delegation has 

provided access to resources, including the opportunity for 
federal employees to anonymously report abuses of power, review employment 

rights/civil service law, and understand whistleblower protections. If you or someone 
you know is a federal employee, review and share these resources, and subscribe to 

your federal representatives’ newsletters to stay informed:

■ Senator Mark Warner 
▪ Resources 

▪ Newsletter 

■ Senator Tim Kaine 

▪ Resources 
▪ Newsletter 

■ Congressman Don Beyer 
▪ Resources 

▪ Newsletter 

■ Congressman Gerry Connolly 

▪ Resources 
▪ Newsletter

 

Seasonal Items 

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Events-directory/Resource-Fair-for-Federal-Workers-and-Contractors
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Events-directory/Resource-Fair-for-Federal-Workers-and-Contractors
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=resources-for-federal-employees
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsletter0
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/federalworkers
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/contact/newsletter
https://beyer.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=6378
https://beyer.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=3
https://connolly.house.gov/constituent-services/resources-for-federal-workers.htm
https://connolly.house.gov/forms/emailsignup/
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Events-directory/Resource-Fair-for-Federal-Workers-and-Contractors
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Fairfax County Economic Development Authority 
As the employment landscape is shifting in the Greater Washington region, there is a 

job for everyone in Northern Virginia – your skills and experience are valuable, and 
companies are looking to hire YOU. 

 
Actions to Take to Find a Job and Get Hired: 

1. Browse 90,000+ open positions with companies currently looking to hire YOU 
in Northern Virginia. 

2. Visit your local Virginia Career Works Career Center or make a virtual 
appointment. 

3. Connect with Fairfax County’s One-stop Employment Resources Center 
services. 

 
Entrepreneurship 101: Starting a Business in Fairfax County 

Are you looking to pivot your career after federal employment? Fairfax County Economic 

Development Authority (FCEDA) is here to help you begin your entrepreneurship 
journey. Due to overwhelming interest, 1,000 virtual seats have been added for the next 

Entrepreneurship 101 workshop on Tuesday, March 11, from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Register today. 

 
Join a Weekly Webinar to Stay Informed 

The Fairfax County Economic Development Authority will host a free, weekly webinar 
designed to connect job seekers with the resources they need to find a job in Northern 

Virginia. Whether you are looking for a job or supporting displaced staff, these sessions 
are packed with valuable insights into actions to take to get re-employed. View how to 

register here. 
 

Braddock District Tax Relief Workshops 
Staff from the Department of Tax Administration (DTA) will hold Tax Relief Workshops 

to assist qualified seniors and people with disabilities with completing the 2025 tax 
relief application form and answer questions. To ensure that individuals are assisted 

promptly, workshops will utilize appointment scheduling. The workshops will take place 
around the County; the Braddock District’s will be in Braddock Hall (9002 Burke Lake 

Road, Burke). 

 
The Braddock Hall dates are: 

■ March 14 | 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. ■ March 28 | 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

 
To request an appointment with DTA for a designated workshop, call (703) 222-8234 

(press 0, then 0, and ask for the Tax Relief & Exemptions Office from the customer 
service representative) or email TaxRelief@FairfaxCounty.gov. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/a0d80d3f-9912-442e-a9b7-e8965c122641@212dd04e-d561-4a03-89fe-ff805b41991c?
https://fairfaxcountyeda.org/are-you-looking-for-a-job-were-here-to-help/
https://fairfaxcountyeda.org/are-you-looking-for-a-job-were-here-to-help/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/workshops
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/relief/tax-relief-seniors-people-with-disabilities
mailto:TaxRelief@FairfaxCounty.gov
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Free Income Tax Preparation Assistance Available 
Two programs are available to assist qualified residents with filing their tax returns. 
 

AARP Tax-Aide Program 
The AARP Tax-Aide program provides free federal tax return 

preparation and e-filing by volunteers certified by the IRS. The 
eleven centers in Northern Virginia also prepare Virginia 

returns. Counselors handle almost all forms of income, and work 
with taxpayers to help them get all the deductions and credits for 

which they qualify. Although the program has no income limits, Tax-Aide clients are 
generally low- and middle-income taxpayers. You do not need to be an AARP member to 

participate. 
 

Tax-Aide volunteers are available in Annandale from now until April 15 at the Mason 

District Government Center (6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale). Their hours of operation 
are: 

■ Monday/Thursday: 1:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

■ Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday: 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

■ Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

Call (703) 249-9961 or visit novataxaide.org for more details and a complete list of 
locations. 

 
VITA 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is a national program sponsored by the 
IRS. Each tax season, VITA volunteers all over the country prepare federal and state tax 

returns for low-income families – those making $67,000 and less in 
2024. Read more on instructions and locations. 

 
Interested in volunteering? VITA needs greeters, interpreters 

(including ASL), screeners, and tax preparers. No tax training is 

needed for greeters and interpreters. Free training is available for 
screeners and tax preparers. Opportunities are available throughout Fairfax County, with 

flexible schedules. Complete the online registration form, contact 
DFSVITA@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call (703) 533-5320. 

 

Bird Flu 
Avian influenza or bird flu has been detected in wild 

birds, commercial poultry and backyard chicken flocks 
in Virginia.  

 
Why it Matters: While bird flu has been spreading in 

the U.S., public health officials at the county, state 
and federal levels say the risk to the public remains 

low. 

■ There is no known human-to-human spread of bird flu currently. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001re2bBxhsnipMk1DtDZgT7cw1paDiyZ0ehm1pTjcXrPudDf2YnsOIEgM7Sb512NwekpE4qqRF7ZY7aZXfOqfa10cfsck8aDIYApTNvKxqphreUfpISiSGOKJpbLc2uz6PofabMNzStdp9cHS96t-wZg==&c=Wvihqlv5SyIK0Szf7NMSKlwH_9zsmGxuEX-hYkUrzR6DyLEwym41Dw==&ch=wHcvkXA-R-U0Sqpoif9KiDbdSZuBYoO5JrOYHTUabOIntwTsZNruYA==
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/volunteer-income-tax-assistance
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/volunteer-income-tax-assistance
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/opp_details/189814
mailto:DFSVITA@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/february-2025-update-five-things-about-bird-flu
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/february-2025-update-five-things-about-bird-flu
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/volunteer-income-tax-assistance
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■ Human infections usually happen after a person has had close, lengthy and 

unprotected contact with infected birds or other animals. 

■ To date, there have been no reports of bird flu infections among people or cows in 
Virginia.  

■ Most common birds found in your yard — like cardinals, robins, sparrows, blue 

jays, crows or pigeons — do not get infected with the bird flu viruses, according 

to the CDC. However, waterbirds including ducks, geese, swans, and shorebirds 
can be infected.  

 
Most at Risk: People who have job or recreation-related exposure to infected birds or 

livestock may be at greater risk, especially poultry and dairy farm workers, backyard or 
hobbyist flock owners, and hunters. Of the 70 people nationwide who have contracted 

bird flu since last March, almost all of them worked with poultry or dairy cows. 
 

Precautions: Although human infections are rare, you can take precautions, especially if 

you are among the groups who may be at higher risk: 

■ Avoid direct contact with sick or dead wild birds and poultry. 

■ Do not consume raw or unpasteurized animal products like milk. 

■ Following these guidelines, report dead wild birds to the Virginia Department of 

Wildlife Resources at (855) 571-9003 or by email.  

■ Report any unusual poultry illnesses or deaths in backyard flocks to the State 
Veterinarian’s Office at (804) 692-0601 or by email.  

 

 

 

Animal Shelter Updates 

Reduced Fee Vaccine & Microchip Clinics 
As part of Fairfax County Animal Shelter's (FCAS) Pet 

Resource Center, Fairfax County residents have an 
opportunity to vaccinate and microchip their pets without 

the cost of a veterinary exam. 
 

All clinics are first-come first-served and are cash-only. The 
Animal Shelter has two upcoming clinics:

■ Monday, March 10 

▪ 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

▪ Fairfax County Fire Station 40 
(4621 Legato Road, Fairfax) 

 

■ Friday, March 21 

▪ 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

▪ Lorton Campus (8875 Lorton 
Road, Lorton)

For more information on upcoming dates or details, visit the FCAS website. 
 
 

 

Community News 

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/media/pdfs/2024/07/Bird-Flu-Exposure-Handout.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/media/pdfs/2024/07/Bird-Flu-Exposure-Handout.pdf
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/diseases/avian-influenza/
mailto:wildlifehealth@dwr.virginia.gov
mailto:vastatevet@vdacs.virginia.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
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Animal Shelter Hiring Temporary Kennel Assistant 
Have you ever wanted to work with animals? Or do you 

already work with animals and want to broaden your 
experience? 

 
The Fairfax County Animal Shelter is hiring a limited-term 

Kennel Assistant, running April 2025 - December 2025. The 

position involves feeding, caring for, and handling animals. 
The shelter cares for a wide range of animals, from the 

smallest mice to the largest dogs—and everything in between. 
 

If you're passionate about animal care, take the first step and apply now by sending a 
cover letter and resume to FCASRecruitment@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

 

Animal Shelter Needs Your Towels! 
The Fairfax County Animal Shelter (FCAS) needs towel 

donations, especially hand towels, which are used daily to help 
keep pets cozy and cared for. 

 
If you have any towels to spare, donations can be dropped off at 

either shelter location: 

■ Lorton Campus (8875 Lorton Road, Lorton) 

■ Michael R. Frey Campus (4500 West Ox Road, Fairfax) 

 
Read more about donating on FCAS' website. 

 

Community Fire and Rescue Academy 
The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department’s Community Fire and Rescue 

Academy is accepting applications until Friday, March 22! 
 

Do you want to learn more about 
your Fairfax County Fire and 

Rescue Department? Join a fun-
filled, eight-week Community Fire 

and Rescue Academy (CFRA) 

program that will show you what 
firefighters and paramedics do 

every day! 
  

The CFRA is open to County 
residents 18 and older. Learn 

more or apply by Friday, 
March 22. 

 
 

 

mailto:FCASRecruitment@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/donate
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/cfra
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/cfra
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/cfra
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/cfra
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/sites/fire-ems/files/Assets/documents/cfra_application01.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/sites/fire-ems/files/Assets/documents/cfra_application01.pdf
mailto:FCASRecruitment@fairfaxcounty.gov?subject=Kennel%20Assistant
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/donate
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/cfra
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Braddock District Council March Meeting 
The next regular Braddock District Council meeting is 
on March 19 at 7:00 p.m. and will feature Rachna 

Sizemore Heizer, Braddock District’s elected 
representative to the Fairfax County School Board. 

She will update BDC members on the issues facing the 
School Board this year. Among the main topics sure to 

be of interest to all member association are:  

■ Proposed school boundary changes 

■ FCPS FY26 budget 

■ Capital projects and facilities maintenance 

■ Pedestrian safety in areas near schools.  

 

This meeting will provide you the opportunity to meet your elected School Board 
member in person and ask questions on school matters of concern in your community. 

The March 19 meeting will be at Braddock Hall (9002 Burke Lake Road, Burke). Come 
hear what is certain to be a most interesting and informative presentation. 

 

Native Seedling Sale 
The Northern Virginia Soil and Water 

Conservation District (NVSWCD) is now  
accepting orders for the 2025 Annual 

Native Seedling Sale Program. 
 

For over 40 years, NVSWCD has 

provided a low-cost option for residents 
to purchase native seedlings to enhance 

the urban forest and support local 
environmental stewardship and 

engagement programs. Over the last 20 
years, over 100,000 native tree and 

shrub seedlings have been distributed to Fairfax County residents and those in the 
surrounding area, through this annual sale. In 2021, NVSWCD partnered with the Fairfax 

County Park Authority to target socio-economically vulnerable communities identified 
through One Fairfax that also have poor tree canopy coverage. NVSWCD donated over 

2,000 seedlings to be planted in these areas by FCPA Invasive Management Area 
volunteers. 

All seedlings are native to Northern Virginia and were selected with advice from the 
Fairfax County Urban Forestry Management Division, and the Virginia Department of 

Forestry.  

 
Sale proceeds help to support the stewardship and engagement programs offered by 

NVSWCD that also support Fairfax County’s Environmental Vision. Order your 
seedlings today. 

 

https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/native-seedling-sale
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/native-seedling-sale
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/native-seedling-sale
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/native-seedling-sale
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Veterans’ Golf Classic 
The Burke Jewish War Veterans Post 95 is hosting its 17th Annual Golf Classic with 
Special Guest Carlton Kent (17th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps) on Monday, May 

19, at the Medal of Honor Golf Club on the Marines Base at Quantico (3313 Fuller Road, 
Triangle). Tee time is 9:00 a.m. 

 
Sign-up is available online. Contact Dave Meyers with any questions at (703) 209-

5925 or DavidBmeyers21@gmail.com. 
 

Urgent Need for Type O Blood 
Multiple traumatic incidents and other medical emergencies have left INOVA’s inventory 
for Type O blood critically low. They need all blood types, but a boost to the supply of 

Type O will significantly help patients in need.  
 

Call 1-866-BLOODSAVES (1-866-256-6372) or visit inovablood.org to schedule an 

appointment.  
  

 
 

 

March Message from Braddock District School Board 

Representative Rachna Sizemore Heizer 

If you are like me, you are ready for spring and 

everything that comes with it in our wonderful 
community – farmer’s markets, walks in the park, and 

sunshine! I hope you and your families have a safe 
and enjoyable season! 

 

First, some good news! Congratulations to the Lake 
Braddock High School Gymnastics Team for an 

incredible accomplishment - a FOURPEAT of wins in 
this year's district, region, and state 

championships! Senior Madi Bell, the reigning All-
Met Gymnast of the Year, earned first place in all-

around, beam, and uneven bars. Go Bruins! 
 

In other matters, you may be aware that FCPS is in 
the middle of a Comprehensive Boundary Review 

Project. Our belief is that routine boundary 
adjustments will reduce transportation times, ease overcrowding, enhance access to 

programming, increase the amount of sleep our students are getting, and keep 
communities together. 

 

Unfortunately, there has been a lot of misinformation circulating about this effort that is 
creating fear and angst. I encourage you to share your thoughts and concerns and 

stay up-to-date on the project by signing up for the Boundary Project newsletter. 

Youth News 

https://veteransgolfclassic.com/
mailto:DavidBmeyers21@gmail.com
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/inovablood.org
https://wapo.st/3Xwgi7p
https://wapo.st/3Xwgi7p
https://wapo.st/3Xwgi7p
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/maps/2024-2026-boundary-review
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/maps/2024-2026-boundary-review
https://www.k12insight.com/Lets-Talk/CustomWork/DialogueCustom.aspx?k=PT6F69D3G4TLT@WY3D4G1LT@DY2K2G2LT
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VAEDUFCPS/subscriber/new?topic_id=School_Boundary_Review
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FCPS and the School Board are fully committed to working together and transparently 
with the community on this process and trying to minimize the impact on students 

through phasing. 
The tentative timeline is as follows:  

■ First round of draft scenarios by June (potentially sooner if they are ready), 

followed by additional public input on those draft scenarios. No changes would 
happen at this stage. 

■ The consultant will then create updated draft scenarios taking into account that 

public input in the fall/early winter of 2025.  

■ The board approval process would be completed in the spring of 2026.  

■ You can see the full consultant’s timeline (slide 5, page 11) and presentation. 

 

Please let me know how I can be of assistance to you and your families. It is my 
privilege to support you on the School Board. 

 
Yours very truly, 

 
Rachna 

 

Intern in the Braddock District This Summer! 
Supervisor Walkinshaw is accepting applications for a paid summer internship. College 

students residing in the Braddock District are encouraged to apply. 
 

The intern will assist with a myriad of public service activities, which may include: 

■ Assisting constituents 

■ Research projects for 

Supervisor Walkinshaw and 
staff 

■ Assisting with 

communications, including 

writing, graphic design, and 
social media 
 

More on job duties, skills, 
schedule, and application 

information is available on the 
Braddock website. Applications 

are due by 11:59 p.m. Monday, 
March 31. 

 

https://www.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/FCPS%20Boundary%20Review_Community%20Sessions_Virtual.pptx.pdf
mailto:braddockconstituent@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/25bdi
https://bit.ly/25bdi
https://bit.ly/25bdi
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2025 FCPS Family Summit 
Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) will host the 
2025 FCPS Family Summit - Beyond Labels: 

Nurturing a Culture of Belonging, an in-person 
event in collaboration with a host of internal and 

external community partners, on Saturday, March 
15, from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at South Lakes High 

School (11400 South Lakes Drive, Reston). 
 

The conference promises to cover a variety of topics 
designed to benefit all families. Dr. Julie Causton and 

Kristie Pretti-Frontczak, best-selling authors, 
inspirational speakers, and inclusion advocates will 

share the work they have done around inclusive 

schooling. After the opening session, families will 
have the opportunity to participate in two breakout 

sessions.  
 

Participants can expect engaging discussions on general and special education topics 
around the following themes: advocating for your student, supporting your student, 

partnering with your school, and understanding your students' learning. Alongside a 
variety of exhibitors offering resources and details on community events and services, 

our student showcase will provide a platform for students to showcase their creativity 
and leadership by sharing projects and initiatives they've designed or led.  

 
FCPS invites you to join them to come together to create a safer, more supportive, and 

inclusive community for all. Your participation is invaluable as part of the work toward 
this common goal.  

Childcare will be provided during both the morning and afternoon sessions. Special 

education staff will be available to care for children with high support needs.  
 

Language interpretation will be provided. Register today! For more information, visit 
FCPS' website. 

 

Space Saturdays Mini-camp 
George Mason University’s College of Science is hosting Space Saturdays, a two-hour 

workshop designed to ignite your child’s passion for space and science, throughout 
March. Each session offers a unique, hands-on experience that includes: 

    Exploring one of the largest on-campus observatories on the East Coast, where 

your child will get a close-up look at cutting-edge space research. 

     Observing the sun (with proper safety measures) and its fascinating features 

using a state-of-the-art solar telescope. 

    Creating a scale model of the solar system and learning about the vast 

distances and sizes of planets. 
 

https://www.fcps.edu/2025-family-summit
https://www.fcps.edu/2025-family-summit
https://www.k12insight.com/Lets-Talk/FormBuilder/#/Dialogue?k=PT8G69D3G4TLT@WY3D4G1LT@DY2N7Z6LT
https://www.fcps.edu/2025-family-summit
https://www.fcps.edu/2025-family-summit
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This camp is ideal for students in Grades 4 - 8. Registration is $30 per camper per block. 
Learn more on GMU's website. 
 
 
 

 

 

“Sustain Fairfax” Green Breakfast 
The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District office is 

hosting an in-person “Green Breakfast” with Sara Girello of Fairfax 
County’s Office of Environmental and Energy Coordination. The 

event will be on Saturday, March 8, from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. at 

Ornery Brewery (3950 University Drive, Fairfax). 
 

Please register to learn about the County’s climate plans, 
programs, and progress. You’ll also learn about the steps you can 

take to save money and energy, reduce your emissions, build resilience, and help our 
community.  

 

Lake Royal Clean-Up 
The Kings Park West Civic Association is hosting a clean-up on 

Saturday, March 8 at 9:00 a.m. along the dam of Lake Royal. Join 
your neighbors to beautify the lake and bring along the kids to earn 

volunteer hours for school! Parking is available at 5426 Chatsworth 
Court, Fairfax. 

 

Volunteers will receive trash bags and grabbers to remove the litter 
in the area. Send questions to Kelley Newsad, KPWCA Parks and Lake 

Committee Chair at parks@kpwca.org or call (614) 203-2132. 
 

Update on Lake Accotink Preservation Feasibility Study  
The Department of Public Works and Environmental 
Services (DPWES) has been working with an 

interdisciplinary team of County staff, United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) staff, and a team of consulting 

engineers, scientists, and professionals (referred to as 
the Accotink team) to support the Smaller Lake Accotink 

Preservation Feasibility Study. Below is an update on the 
status of the concurrent efforts.  

 
Sedimentation Study – Field monitoring and lake 

modeling is continuing. USGS completed its new Lake Accotink Sedimentation Study 

webpage for their sediment field measurement work on the Lake Accotink Preservation 
Feasibility Study. A link to this web page is also provided on the Smaller Lake 

Accotink Preservation Feasibility Study Community Engagement website under 
Additional Resources.  

Environment & Parks News 

https://science.gmu.edu/academics/departments-units/physics-and-astronomy-department/observatory/mason-space-exploration-1
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=y1Zhom9dckGdfZNOsKeydZ-fNO8B_o9LuWcsH1UmbzVURE5EVFlXRkZXUFNDM0Y4WVRHREVGTkZVTy4u&route=shorturl
mailto:parks@kpwca.org
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/virginia-and-west-virginia-water-science-center/science/lake-accotink-sedimentation-study#webcams
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/virginia-and-west-virginia-water-science-center/science/lake-accotink-sedimentation-study#webcams
https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
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Dam Assessment – With the weather warming up, the Fairfax County Park Authority 
(FCPA) has started to draw down Lake Accotink in preparation for the concrete dam and 

spillway evaluation. If the weather cooperates, FCPA will be able to complete the 
inspection of the dam in March and begin letting the lake again fill with water. Once the 

lake has reached its regular water level, the temporary fencing around the dam will be 
removed. 

 
Preservation Feasibility Study – The task order to initiate the Preservation Feasibility 

Study is in the final phases (negotiating the cost estimate) and includes revisions based 
on feedback from the fall survey. 

 
Outreach/Engagement – The Community Engagement Plan for the Preservation 

Feasibility Study has been updated based on the online public survey results and is 
posted on the multi-lingual Smaller Lake Accotink Preservation Feasibility Study 

Community Engagement website. All outreach and public engagement during the 

Preservation Feasibility Study will be communicated on this website.  
 

For additional information, including project background and previous studies, visit the 
DPWES project website. 

 

Invasives Yard Watch  
Did you know that non-native plants on your property can have a negative impact on 

wildlife, soil and/or other plants in your yard? One such 
plant is nandina, also known as sacred bamboo or 

heavenly bamboo. It is a flowering shrub with brightly 
colored pink leaves in the spring, pinkish-white flowers 

in early summer, and vibrant red foliage in the fall. In 
the cold months, nandina stands out in the muted 

landscape with its bright red cluster of berries that last 

to the end of winter. 
 

But don’t be fooled by its beauty, this plant is extremely toxic to birds and mammals, 
especially in the late winter when other food sources are scarce. Widely grown in 

gardens throughout Fairfax County, nandina has been added to the Virginia Invasive 
Plant Species List as an invasive plant that poses a threat to Virginia’s ecosystem. 

 
To get rid of nandina remove all berries, cut the stem to the ground, and dig out the 

entire root. Since nandina can readily grow from any remaining roots, it’s important to 
ensure the root system is fully removed. Good native alternatives to nandina are Virginia 

sweetspire, strawberry bush, and winterberry. For additional information, visit the 
Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia’s website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://publicinput.com/Customer/File/Full/f813db18-20ef-4e01-9d6f-0b7c537de1b6
https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging
http://www.mgnv.org/plants/invasive-plants/nandina/
http://www.mgnv.org/plants/invasive-plants/nandina/
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Clean Streams Challenge: World Water Day is on March 22! 
Ever wonder where that stray plastic bottle or snack wrapper 
goes when it escapes the trash can? Unfortunately, much of 

it ends up in our streams, rivers, and eventually the 
Chesapeake Bay! In Fairfax County, most water pollution 

comes from escaped trash and chemicals running off our 
streets and sidewalks when it rains. Road salt, motor oil, 

lawn chemicals, dog poop, and other pollutants mix with 
rainwater and wash straight into our waterways, harming 

wildlife and even affecting our drinking water. For example, 
within a few days, the uncollected poop from just 100 dogs 

can produce enough bacteria to pollute an entire bay - 
gross! But the good news is, we can stop this pollution in its 

tracks. Now more than ever, it’s up to each of us to play our 

part in protecting our own health and environment.  
 

This World Water Day, take action! 

■ Organize a community cleanup—Clean Fairfax provides free cleanup supplies to 
help you tackle litter before it reaches our waterways. Request yours here. 

■ Be Bay-Wise and skip the chemical lawn fertilizers and pesticides - use compost 

instead to support healthy and resilient soil. 

■ Adopt a storm drain near your home and keep it clear of debris. 

■ Always pick up your dog’s poop. Together, we can keep it real, keep it classy, and 

keep our water clean! 
 

Clean Fairfax encourages environmental stewardship and urban sustainability in Fairfax 

County through education, programming and community involvement. Learn more on 
their website. 

 
 

 
 

 
Read this month’s latest Code Compliance Corner.

Fairfax County needs plumbers, electricians, general 
contractors, landscapers, arborists, and similar trades 

or service providers to ensure that our homes, 
offices, and industrial properties are well maintained. 

These types of service providers are considered 
“contractor’s offices and shops” under the Zoning 

Ordinance. A contractor’s office and shop is allowed in 
the C-8, Commercial District; the I-3, I-4, I-5, and I-

6 Industrial Districts; and, in the PTC, Planned Tysons 
Corner Urban District. Contractor’s offices and shops 

are also subject to the general standards for all commercial and industrial use, as well 
as additional use-specific standards. For example, outdoor storage of commercial 

Compliance Corner 
 

http://www.cleanfairfax.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/february-2025-code-compliance-corner
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx?tocid=001.010.004.006.002.002
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx?tocid=001.005.003.006.006
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-3067
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/march-2025-code-compliance-corner
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equipment, vehicles, materials and supplies is a common feature of this use and is 
regulated as follows. 

▪ In the I-3 and I-4 Districts, outdoor storage may not exceed 2,000 square feet in 
area 

▪ In the C-8 District, outdoor storage may not exceed 1,000 square feet in area 
▪ In all districts where the use is permitted, outdoor storage cannot be in any front 

yard, and must be contained within an area enclosed by a solid fence or wall of at 
least six feet in height 

 
If the contractor only needs a space to store their vehicles and equipment, and there are 

no onsite business functions, the use is likely considered a storage yard rather than a 
contractor’s office and shop. Storage yards are permitted in the I-3, I-4, I-5, and I-6 

Districts. 
 

It is important to remember that establishing a use requires County approval of 

a nonresidential use permit (certificate of occupancy), site plan, 
and/or construction permits. Please plan ahead. 

 
If you have concerns, the Department of Code Compliance is here to help – if you 

have questions, want to make a report, or if you are the subject of enforcement and 
need to contact DCC. You can report problems online, learn about what happens 

during an investigation, reach DCC via email, by calling (703) 324-1300 | TTY 711, 
or visit DCC in person at their office (12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 1016, 

Fairfax). 
 

 
 

 

Rolling Road Update 
On February 19, VDOT held a Pardon Our Dust meeting for the Rolling Road widening 
project. The construction underway is to widen about a mile and a half of Rolling Road 

(Route 638) from two to four lanes with a raised grassy median, shared-use path and 
sidewalk between Viola Street and Kenwood Avenue. This stretch of Rolling Road 

averages about 21,000 vehicles a day. 
 

The widening project, which aims to improve safety, traffic flow and bicyclist/pedestrian 
mobility and accessibility, also includes: 

■ Installation of a new traffic signal at Rolling Road and Greeley Boulevard. 

■ Upgrading the traffic signal at Rolling Road and Barnack Drive. 

■ Improving Rolling Road access and stormwater management. 
  

During construction: 

■ There will be no major lane closures on Rolling Road during the widening 

project, however, traffic may be diverted to sections of the southbound lane if 
heading North, or the northbound lane if heading South. Traffic will be able to 

move along Rolling Road while the widening project is under way. 

Transportation Updates 
 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-3067
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-2722
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/permit-library/non-rup
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/when-permit-required
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapApplyDisclaimer.aspx?module=Enforcement&TabName=Enforcement&TabList=Home%7C0%7CBuilding%7C1%7CEnforcement%7C2%7CEnvHealth%7C3%7CFire%7C4%7CPlanning%7C5%7CSite%7C6%7CZoning%7C7%7CCurrentTabIndex%7C2
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/about-us
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/about-us
mailto:codecompliance@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/news-events/news/northern-virginia-district/rolling-road-widening-pardon-our-dust-meeting-in-springfield-feb-19.html
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■ Daytime lane diversions on Rolling Road will be scheduled outside of peak 

travel hours on weekdays. 

■ Pedestrians may encounter closures on the existing sidewalks and paths 
along Rolling Road and are asked to follow detour signs as necessary. 

■ When temporary closures are needed, they are not allowed to start until 9:30 

a.m. to avoid rush hour congestion.  

 
Moving into the next few weeks of the project, residents can expect to see the following 

work activities in this phase of the project: 

■ Installation of sediment and erosion control measures along the perimeter of 

the project. 

■ Demolition of fences and other structures within the right of way and 
temporary construction easements along the length of the project 

■ Tree removal and clearing within the right-of-way and easements. Tree 

removal must be completed by April 1 due to Virginia law. 

■ The old utility poles, that were topped off along Rolling Road, will be 

removed within the next two to four weeks as the cable and communications 
wires are buried.  

■ Verizon and other communication companies will be parked on Rolling Road 

and side streets to bury their wires before the old utility poles are removed.  

 
This is the second phase of the $83 million Rolling Road widening project, which is 

financed with federal, state (including Revenue Sharing), Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority, and local funding. The first phase of the project 

featured improvements to the Rolling Road and Old Keene Mill Road (Route 

644) intersection and was completed in 2021. 
  

Phase 2 is scheduled for completion in late 2027. 
  

Drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians are reminded to use caution when traveling in active 
work zones. Be alert to new traffic patterns and limit distractions. 

  

You can get traffic, work zone, and incident information online, via the free mobile 
511Virginia app, or by calling 5-1-1 in Virginia anywhere, anytime. 

 
View the presentation VDOT provided during the meeting. To learn more about the 

Rolling Road widening and Old Keene Mill Road intersection improvements, visit the 
project website. 

 

https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/rolling-road-widening-and-old-keene-mill-road-intersection-improvements-in-fairfax-county/
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/doing-business/for-localities/local-assistance/revenue-sharing/
https://thenovaauthority.org/
https://thenovaauthority.org/
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/news-events/news/northern-virginia-district/rolling-roadold-keene-mill-road-intersection-improvements-now-open-in-springfield.html
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/news-events/news/northern-virginia-district/rolling-roadold-keene-mill-road-intersection-improvements-now-open-in-springfield.html
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/news-events/news/northern-virginia-district/rolling-roadold-keene-mill-road-intersection-improvements-now-open-in-springfield.html
https://511.vdot.virginia.gov/
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/#d.en.11810
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/media/vdotvirginiagov/projects/northern-virginia/rolling-road-widening-and-old-keene-mill-/VDOT_Rolling-Road_Pardon-Our-Dust_2_acc02192025_PM.pdf
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/rolling-road-widening-and-old-keene-mill-road-intersection-improvements-in-fairfax-county/
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Metro’s New Bus Stop Signs 
Some Metrobus customers may notice new signage 
at their bus stop starting the first week of March as 

the authority marches forward in the effort to 
implement the newly redesigned Better Bus 

Network. 
 

Metro will start installing new bus stop signs in 
Virginia. About 7,000 bus stop signs will be replaced 

by Metro crews over the next three months in 
anticipation of the June 29 official Better Bus launch 

date. 
 

The new bus network will feature new route names, 

plus route and bus frequency changes that will 
optimize service for customers across the region. 

 
The new route names will begin with a letter to indicate the area served: 

▪ "A" for Arlington/Alexandria 
▪ "C” (crosstown) or “D" (downtown) for DC 

▪ "F" for Fairfax City, Fairfax County, and Falls Church 
▪ "M" for Montgomery County 

▪ "P" for Prince George's County 
▪ Express Routes are indicated by an "X" at the end of their names 

 
During the installation, informational signs will be posted at eye level in English and 

Spanish on signposts to provide riders with additional information, including contact 
information for reaching Metro. 

 

Each sign will have the current route name highlighted in blue and the route's ending 
date, June 28, listed. The new route name will be highlighted in red immediately below 

the old route with a new start date of June 29. The bus stop signs will also display the 
destination-end point of the bus, so customers can ensure they are standing on the 

correct side of the street, providing easier wayfinding. It will also highlight customer 
information such as whether the route is 24-hour, the identifying stop number, and a 

new contact phone number for Metro’s customer call center. 
 

The 202-GO-METRO number is a new addition for customers and was selected to help 
customers easily remember how to contact customer representatives for services like 

trip planning or maintenance reporting.  
 

Metro conducted extensive customer research, including surveying more than 1,000 
Transit App users and meeting with representatives from Metro’s Accessibility Advisory 

Committee to make sure the text, colors, and icons are easy to read and understand. 

 
If a stop has only one bus route, the route name will be displayed at twice the size 

compared to the old signs making it easier to see.  

https://wmata.com/initiatives/plans/Better-Bus/index.cfm
https://wmata.com/initiatives/plans/Better-Bus/index.cfm
https://wmata.com/about/news/Metro-begins-first-phase-of-Better-Bus-Network-implementation-with-new-bus-stop-signs.cfm
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Signs will also mark the changes at about 500 bus stops that will be consolidated to 
make the bus service faster with fewer stops. 

 
The temporary signs will eventually be replaced with permanent ones. Metro is using 

this opportunity to collaborate with local bus providers to imagine a future permanent 
bus stop sign that displays bus service information across all regional transit providers 

on a unified sign. 
 

Here’s what you can expect in the coming months: 
▪ March 3: New signs began to go up in Virginia. Winter/Spring: Bus operator 

training continues. 
▪ Spring: New bus signs continue to go up across the region. 

▪ Spring: Trip planner updated with new bus routes and names. 
▪ Late Spring/Early Summer: In-person education and outreach at bus stops and on 

buses. 

▪ May: Onboard bus announcements alert customers of coming changes. 
▪ June 29: New route names, route changes, and bus stop consolidation go into 

effect. 
 

For more information on this first phase of the Better Bus Network, check out WMATA’s 
website. 

 

Comprehensive Transportation Analysis 
The Fairfax County Department of 

Transportation (FCDOT) has announced 
a new Comprehensive 

Transportation Analysis (CTA), a tool 
for developers, transportation industry 

practitioners, and community members 

to study the impacts of proposed 
changes to a transportation system or 

planned land use. 
 

While Fairfax County’s commuting roots 
began with helping drivers get from 

their suburban bedroom communities to 
their jobs downtown, Fairfax County 

commuters now may be taking transit 
downtown, commuting across the County, biking to school, or walking to the library or 

the store. 
 

“Fairfax County is committed to fulfilling its strategic goals, which include updating the 
way transportation impacts are assessed from an auto-centric methodology to a more 

multimodal approach," says Gregg Steverson, director of FCDOT. “This strategy will 

better allow our transportation system to provide great service to people of all ages and 
abilities, no matter the mode of transportation they choose. The Comprehensive 

Transportation Analysis looks at how pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, and drivers 

https://wmata.com/about/news/Metro-begins-first-phase-of-Better-Bus-Network-implementation-with-new-bus-stop-signs.cfm
https://wmata.com/about/news/Metro-begins-first-phase-of-Better-Bus-Network-implementation-with-new-bus-stop-signs.cfm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/cta
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/cta
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/cta
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may be impacted by a proposed change so community stakeholders can make informed 
decisions about Fairfax County’s transportation network.” 

 
A Comprehensive Transportation Analysis is used to study impacts to transportation 

along a corridor, or within site-specific or larger areas of the county where a change is 
proposed to the transportation network and/or land uses. Multimodal metrics, such as 

transit access, bicycle level of traffic stress, and pedestrian level of comfort are being 
assessed in many of FCDOT’s planning efforts, such as the Gallows Road Corridor study, 

and several site-specific plan amendments. 
 

The Comprehensive Transportation Analysis is available online from FCDOT, and 
features an infographic (pictured) User’s Manual and Quick Guide for download. 

 
 

 

 

Car Seat Saturday 
Get your child’s car seat inspected on 

Saturday, March 8, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. at the West Springfield Police District 

Station (6140 Rolling Road, Springfield). 
No appointment is needed. 

 
Car seats will be inspected on a first-come, 

first-served basis. When you arrive, go into 
the lobby, and you will be given further directions. All car seat inspections/installations 

will be conducted by a certified Child Passenger Safety technician. Be sure to install the 
child safety seat yourself so the inspection can be conducted. The seat will be properly 

re-installed, if necessary, and you will learn how to install the seat properly in the 

future. 
 

Reach out to MPO Tony Capizzi at anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (703) 
277-2363 if you have questions. Car seat inspections are also available, by appointment, 

every Tuesday from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. Call the station at (703) 644-7377, and press zero 
to make an appointment for those days. 

 

Scout Night 
Officers from the West Springfield District 

Station will host a Scout Night on Tuesday, 
March 18, from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
If your den or troop would like to visit the 

police station and speak with officers, please 
contact them for available times. Officers will 

give a presentation to the kids in the 

community room, a video tour of the station, 

Public Safety 
Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/cta
mailto:anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
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and then a hands-on tour of 20 police cars outside. Space is limited to one den/troop 
every half hour. Slots are 5:30 p.m., 6:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. If older 

scouts need specific requirements for a badge, arrangements can be made. 
 

Please contact either PFC Liam May at (703) 277-2357 or MPO Tony Capizzi at (703) 
277-2363 for scheduling or further questions. 

 

Personal Safety Lecture 
Officers from the West Springfield District Station 

will present a lecture on Personal Safety on 
Saturday, March 22, at 10:00 a.m. in the 

community room of the West Springfield 
Governmental Center (6140 Rolling Road, 

Springfield).  

 
This course is designed to provide information on 

situational awareness, how to recognize and react in various locations, and how to 
defend yourself in a dangerous situation. The presentation will take approximately one 

hour, with time for questions during and after the class. You do not need to register for 
this presentation. 

 
If you have any questions, contact MPO Tony Capizzi at (703) 277-2363 or 

anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 

 
 

 
 

Fairfax County Hypothermia Prevention Program Operating 

until March 31, 2025 
Fairfax County’s Hypothermia Prevention 

Program prevents death and serious injuries 
among people experiencing homelessness by 

ensuring that no one must sleep outside during the 
winter months. 

 
The program is open every day, countywide, and 

will end on March 31. Overflow shelter capacity in 
the year-round adult shelters is available each 

night but is limited. 
 

Sign up for Fairfax Human Services Corner 
Alerts, specifically “Homelessness Cooling and 

Heating Resources,” for information on overflow 

activation. If you have any questions about the 
program, contact Dee Johnson 

Human Services 
Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

mailto:anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://bit.ly/3OJ1QnU
https://bit.ly/3OJ1QnU
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
https://bit.ly/3OJ1QnU
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at danien.johnson@fairfaxcounty.gov or visit the County’s Office to Prevent and 
End Homelessness website. 

 
If you see someone who is unsheltered and you think they are at risk of 

hypothermia, call the County’s non-emergency line at (703) 691-2131, TTY 711. A police 
officer will respond and conduct a wellness check. If you see an individual in distress, 

please call 9-1-1. Learn more about the Hypothermia Prevention Program. 
 

 
  
 

ElderLink’s Virtual Support Call 
Join ElderLink for a virtual support call on “Coping with a New Diagnosis” on Tuesday, 

March 11, from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 

Receiving a new diagnosis for your loved one, no matter the type, can leave caregivers 
with a vast array of emotions and questions. Join ElderLink’s March support call to meet 

with other caregivers who are processing the news of a loved one receiving a new 
diagnosis. Register now. 
 

Exploring the Dimensions of Aging 

March 14 and 21 | Times Vary  
 

Join ElderLink, in partnership with the Fairfax Area Agency on 
Aging, for virtual training sessions for professional and family 

caregivers. 

 
By using an immersive training platform called Embodied Labs, 

caregivers will “see through the eyes” of older adults who are facing real-life challenges 
to their well-being. Engage in a unique experience to gain greater perspective and 

insight into working with older adults, and help to promote greater empathy, inclusivity, 
and equity to all. Following the training, participants will receive a license to access the 

Embodied Labs platform on-demand, providing the opportunity for continued learning. 
For the best user experience, space will be limited. Register now. 

 

Caregiving with Confidence: Taking Off the Cape and Taking 

Care of You 
March 19 | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

This virtual webinar presentation, hosted by the Fairfax Area Agency on 
Aging, will feature Dr. Shanae Rhodes, Registered Nurse and Nurse 

Researcher.  

 
Dr. Rhodes will share current and projected statistics related to 

caregivers, highlight the state of caregiver health, and offer insights 
from experts—individuals who have personal experience as caregivers 

and have learned to overcome guilt while prioritizing self-care.  

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

mailto:danien.johnson@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/hypothermia-prevention-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/hypothermia-prevention-program
https://bit.ly/3OJ1QnU
https://bit.ly/ELinkCall
https://bit.ly/ELinkCall
http://bit.ly/FFXAging
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/EReg/Registration.aspx?groupID=104
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Following the presentation, caregivers will have the opportunity to discuss the 
importance of self-care and identify strategies for improving their mental, physical, and 

emotional well-being. Register today.  
 

Clutter Busting: Letting Go of What’s Holding You Back 
March 29 | 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
 

Sherwood Regional Library is hosting a popular author and humorist Brooks Palmer for 
gentle guidance on how to reduce the clutter that's affecting your relationships and your 

life. Clutter is anything in our life that is no longer serving us. When the clutter goes, we 
get our lives back. Brooks will be talking seriously about the 11-year anniversary of his 

double-lung transplant and how he recognized that anything can be clutter - including 
body parts. Register online. 
 

Helping Hands Stroke Club 
Speech Group 
The Fairfax County Health Department’s Helping Hands Stroke Club is hosting group 

Speech Therapy sessions on Friday, March 14 from 11:30 a.m. - 

12:30 p.m. Stroke survivors can receive therapy twice a month to 
continue working on speech, language, and cognitive skills. 

 
Contact Erica Wrenn at erica.wrenn@fairfaxcounty.gov for 

additional details.  
 

Support Group 
The Fairfax County Health Department’s Helping Hands Stroke Club is hosting support 

groups for stroke survivors on Fridays in March. The group helps caregivers and their 
loved ones focus on understanding stroke and its impact, reducing risk, adjusting to life 

after stroke, and much more.  
 

Contact Erica Wrenn at erica.wrenn@fairfaxcounty.gov for eligibility, dates, times, 
and additional details. 
 

LLI’s April Forum 

The Lifetime Learning Institute (LLI) invites you to their in-person April 
forum to hear from Josephine Doumbia, a naturalist with the Northern 

Virginia Bird Alliance (NVBA). 

 
She will talk about the spring return to our region of hawks, eagles, and 

falcons, all raptor birds of prey that play a critically important role in ecosystem health. 
After a 25-year career with the World Bank focusing on environmental sustainability 

issues, Ms. Doumbia is now using her global expertise as a board member with various 
local environmental groups, including the NVBA, Nature Forward, and Faith Alliance for 

Climate Solutions. 
 

https://bit.ly/CAREWEB1
https://bit.ly/FFXClutterBustingSherwood
mailto:erica.wrenn@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:erica.wrenn@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://llinova.org/courses/course-event-list/#!event/2025/4/2/april-2-in-person
https://llinova.org/courses/course-event-list/#!event/2025/4/2/april-2-in-person
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The program is free and open to the public. This program is part of the LLI’s monthly 
Forum Series held on the first Wednesday of each month. 

 
The program will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 2, at the Little River United 

Church of Christ (8410 Little River Turnpike, Annandale) and is open to the public. There 
will be a social starting at 9:30 a.m. Register for the event or read more on LLI's 

website. 
 

Free Events at the Wellness Center for Older Adults 
4027B Olley Lane, Fairfax | Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Program Descriptions 

 

Memory Screenings March 17 

Insight Memory Care Center offers free, 
confidential memory screenings and 
educational materials to people with 

concerns about their memory or who want to 
check their memory now for future 

comparison. Call to reserve a 30-minute 
appointment at (703) 970-3601. 
 

Movie Club March 14 & 28 
Join for a movie club experience. This 

activity is centered around watching quality 
films and having a discussion following the 

movie. 

Birthday Bingo March 27 
Happy Birthday, March babies! Join staff and 
day program individuals for a movie and 
cupcakes! 

 

BINGOcize Mondays & Wednesdays 
Facilitated by Elderlink, this program 
combines a Bingo-like game with exercise, 

fall reduction, and health education. Goals 
are to improve mobility and independence, 
learn and use health information, and 

provide social engagement. 

 

https://llinova.org/courses/course-event-list/#!event/2025/4/2/april-2-in-person
https://llinova.org/forums-events-travel/forums/current-forum/
https://llinova.org/forums-events-travel/forums/current-forum/
https://www.insightmcc.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/older-adults/elderlink
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Creativity Leads to Wellness 
Wednesdays 
Join creative art sessions, every Wednesday, 
led by Sharon Fishel, a local artist from the 

McLean Project for the Arts. This class 
will focus on individuals discovering their 

creativity and learning art elements. All 
materials will be provided. 

 
SAIL Classes Tuesdays & Thursdays 
SAIL (Stay Active & Independent in Life) 

class is an evidence-based balance and fall 
prevention exercise class that focuses on 

cardio, balance, and strength exercises. 
Classes will be taught by trained student 

research assistants from George Mason 
University. 

 

VCAA – Virtual Center for Active 
Adults Ongoing 
Join live, interactive programs, and engage 

with other adults. *These online activities 
are streamed with in-person adaptations* 
For more information on the VCAA, visit 

bit.ly/NCSvcaa

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

One Braddock District Site Nominated in 2025 Countywide 

Site-Specific Plan Amendment Process  
 

The 2025 Countywide Site Specific Plan 
Amendment (SSPA) nomination period ran 

from January 13 through February 13. A total 
of 53 nominations, or proposed land use 

changes, were submitted by property owners 
and potential developers, of which two were 

withdrawn and four were deemed ineligible. 
The remaining nominations were accepted for 

consideration by the Board of Supervisors on 
March 4. Of these nominations, only one is in the Braddock District. A summary of all 

nominations is available on the SSPA webpage. 
 

The only Braddock District nomination is for StorageMart, located at 11325 Route 29, 

Fairfax, at the southeast corner of Route 29 and Shirley Gate Road. The property is 
currently developed with a self-storage facility.  

 

Land Use & Development 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & HEARINGS 
 

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee Meeting 
• March 18 at 7:00 p.m. – Virtual 

 
 

https://mpaart.org/
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/bit.ly/NCSvcaa
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/sspa/countywide/2025
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/sspa/countywide/2025
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/Assets/Documents/compplanamend/sspa/countywide/2025-SSPA-nominations-summary.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/Assets/Documents/compplanamend/sspa/countywide/2025-SSPA-nominations-summary.pdf
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Planning&TabName=Planning&capID1=REC25&capID2=00000&capID3=00BCF&agencyCode=FFX&IsToShowInspection=
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F755va74ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XooAm6J2T6cUdEiHCg1xhFaDoAohx-PINmb2bonWJz5xv_T4W0TkBTPfYe7Q-euVoGBXGnQpdlnxfuspB-LLK92hsSFozDGoHeAIZFEXHDbgvNizal6laehRfgnmu1lsJfVvaZeftBm8zm-vHiLnxn0ee629iaTqZxiXQWhTT7uDm82fcuih1IBRh3Mknd7C%26c%3DywwUAbt4DlaXMaHCbmSjNN3Pi7szomxO5Trl9DSloz0p8e7MGcOpoA%3D%3D%26ch%3DBNk_aoHDTuHyNCepCqf275tyYBhgbjgZaf5lhMfUJX23NHXNmTcgcA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmarcia.papedaniels%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C14dfd941d9df456a9bdd08dd2b7afc5f%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638714529411597158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oy7l3KbHeH%2B8KYrZsGnLmWUb9Dm5zWCi7ht9mSa9oBE%3D&reserved=0
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StorageMart is seeking a Comprehensive 

Plan amendment to support an expansion 
of its operations. The Comprehensive Plan 

designates this area as a suburban 
neighborhood with residential 

communities and limited commercial 
areas along the Route 29 corridor. The site 

itself is planned with options for office 
uses up to 0.25 FAR, retail uses up to 

0.35 FAR, and for residential use at up to 

three dwellings per acre on the vacant parcel south of the StorageMart along Shirley 
Gate Road. This proposal would add an option for the existing self-storage use to expand 

onto this residential lot. If the Board of Supervisors were to ultimately approve this 
request, the properties would require entitlement action and additional approvals, 

including a rezoning, before construction could begin. 
 

County Planning staff are now reviewing the nominations. Next, staff will hold a series of 
community meetings in March and April to ensure those living and working near the 

nominated sites know about the proposed changes to the Comprehensive Plan and can 
ask questions and provide comments.  

 
The virtual community meeting on the StorageMart nomination has been scheduled for 

April 1 at 7:00 p.m. Join online or by phone at (703) 429-5982, Phone Conference ID 
597 754 493#. 

 

Following the community meetings, the Planning Commission will hold workshops on the 
nominations in April and May. The final step will be action by the Board of Supervisors to 

add nominations to the Work Program, which is expected in June.  

 

 

 

Braddock District Land Use &  
Environment Committee Meeting 

 
The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee will hold a 

virtual meeting on Tuesday, March 18, at 7:00 p.m. The agenda will 
include updates on pending Braddock District land use cases and 

related proposals.  
 

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee meetings are 
open to the public and interested residents are encouraged to 

participate. Join online or by phone: (571) 429-5982, Phone 
Conference ID: 730 922 969#. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F755va74ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XooAm6J2T6cUdEiHCg1xhFaDoAohx-PINmb2bonWJz5xv_T4W0TkBTPfYe7Q-euVoGBXGnQpdlnxfuspB-LLK92hsSFozDGoHeAIZFEXHDbgvNizal6laehRfgnmu1lsJfVvaZeftBm8zm-vHiLnxn0ee629iaTqZxiXQWhTT7uDm82fcuih1IBRh3Mknd7C%26c%3DywwUAbt4DlaXMaHCbmSjNN3Pi7szomxO5Trl9DSloz0p8e7MGcOpoA%3D%3D%26ch%3DBNk_aoHDTuHyNCepCqf275tyYBhgbjgZaf5lhMfUJX23NHXNmTcgcA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmarcia.papedaniels%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C14dfd941d9df456a9bdd08dd2b7afc5f%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638714529411626406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DHZDtKTO6RZbLw%2FnU7b%2FqiiM4Yd4oVY69fbJ8%2BdyJJQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MDgyOWM0YTgtNzA0ZC00MjkyLWEwZDItMWViZmRmYjVjMTc0%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25224b35ed69-8bb0-47a3-aaf1-f9de3c6e4210%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CMarcia.PapeDaniels%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C65a925ba3e0d48b7ff8c08dd5cbccc2e%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638768688121703763%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wEXBXKf8JiRE2YsOpNdKfiI9n6IlwFSy3EDkL71D624%3D&reserved=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmQ4Yjc0MTItZDczYy00MzEwLWFkNjktNzJhODg3MWVjYTI4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c532aaa-4f05-4e8d-9655-9ace3db48ba8%22%7d
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Get Involved with Plan Forward: The Countywide Policy 

Plan Update 
 

Fairfax County’s Department of Planning and 
Development, in collaboration with multiple agencies, 

the Board of Supervisors, and the Planning 
Commission, is updating policies that guide how land is developed. Called Plan 

Forward, the project focuses specifically on the Policy Plan which is a component of the 

Comprehensive Plan, the County’s long-term vision for land use.  
 

The Policy Plan serves as a guide for planning and development in Fairfax County, 
shaping future growth while protecting natural and cultural resources. This update will 

help inform future planning and development decisions across the County. 
 

Phase One of the project, which is now underway, includes revisions to key elements 
such as the Preface and Introduction, Land Use, Parks and Recreation, Transportation, 

Environment, and Human Services. It will also integrate the themes of equity and 
healthy communities in a new Healthy Communities element. Phase Two, which has not 

begun, will include revisions to Housing, Economic Development, Heritage Resources, 
Revitalization, and Visual and Performing Arts.  

 
Following review by staff from multiple agencies, the public was engaged through two 

phases of community outreach to gather input. Meeting materials and videos are 

available on the Plan Amendment webpage under Community Engagement/Past 
Meetings & Materials. 

 
Staff has prepared reports and research papers which go into depth on each of the 

Phase One topics; they are available under Outreach Materials/Outreach Phase II on the 
Plan Amendment webpage. The first draft Plan text, for the 

Introduction/Comprehensive Plan Overview Element, is published under Outreach 
Materials/Outreach Phase III. An additional draft text will be published as it becomes 

available. 
 

Periodic updates have also been presented to the Planning Commission Policy Plan 
Committee and the Board of Supervisors Land Use Policy Committee for their input and 

that process is continuing. The meeting schedule is available on the Plan Amendment 
webpage under Community Engagement/Upcoming PC & BOS Committee Meetings.  

 
Plan Forward is an important chance to ensure the updated Comprehensive Plan policies 

enhance the quality of life for all residents by reflecting modern needs and values. Join 
in the process! 

 

■ To learn more about the project, visit the Plan Amendment project webpage. 

■ To review the current Policy Plan, visit the Policy Plan on the Encode platform. 

■ Submit any comments by May 31 to PlanForwardFFX@PublicInput.com. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/Assets/Documents/compplanamend/policy-plan-update/plan-forward-draft-text.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va-cp/page/policyplan
mailto:PlanForwardFFX@PublicInput.com
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Braddock District Cases Filed with the Board of Zoning 

Appeals 
The Fairfax County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and makes decisions on 
requests for variances (relief from specific zoning regulations such as lot width, building 

height, or minimum yard requirements) and Special Use Permits. It meets on 
Wednesdays beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Auditorium. BZA meetings are aired 

live on the County government's cable TV Channel 16. Residents who have concerns 

about an application are encouraged to submit a letter for the record or testify at the 
hearing on the case in person, by telephone, or by pre-submitted video. For information 

on how to submit comments or testify, please visit the Board of Zoning Appeals 
website. These matters will not come before the Board of Supervisors but will be 

decided by the BZA. 
 

Access to information on BZA cases is available through the Planning and Land Use 
System, or PLUS. The PLUS record includes background documents and staff reports, 

which are published one to two weeks prior to public hearing, depending on the case 
type. PLUS is updated in real time. Visit the PLUS website for more information on this 

land use platform. 
 

➢ Adam & Allison Greenhouse – 8421 Queen Elizabeth Boulevard, Annandale 
SP-2024-BR-00136 

The applicants are requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 

addition (screened porch) 16.2 feet from the rear lot line. This application has 
been scheduled for a BZA hearing on March 19. Information, including a map of 

the site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website. 
 

➢ Trustees of Calvary Hill Baptist Church – 9301 Little River Turnpike, 
Fairfax | SPA-2020-BR-039 

The applicants are requesting to amend a Special Permit previously approved for a 
church with childcare center to allow for modifications to development conditions 

to permit a Religious Assembly with a Child Care Center and Private School. 
Calvary Hill Baptist Church seeks to allow Heaven’s Best Montessori, LLC to 

provide both day care and private education for children ages 3 months to 12 
years old within the church building. Hours of operation would be 7:00 a.m. to 

5:30 p.m. The applicants are requesting to increase the number of children to 70, 
with 16 employees. No new buildings or additions to the church structure are 

planned. This application has been rescheduled for a BZA hearing on March 26. 

Information, including a map of the site and staff report, when available, may be 
found on the PLUS website.  

 
 

 
If you have questions or any other issues of concern to you, please email 

braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov or call the Braddock District office at (703) 425-9300.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/channel_16_live_stream.htm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/plus
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=02E3D&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=01V8U&agencyCode=FFX
mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov

