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Dear Neighbor,  

 
Earlier this week, Congressman Gerry Connolly announced he will not seek re-election to 

the U.S. House of Representatives, and will step back as Ranking Member on the 
Houseôs Oversight Committee.  

 
Congressman Connolly is a giant, and his impact on Fairfax County, the Commonwealth 

of Virginia, and our nation is immeasurable. From civic leader, to the Board of 
Supervisors to Congress and the Presidency of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, he 

has led with integrity, intellect, and energy. 
 

His work has touched every corner of our community ï the Oakton Library, the Mosaic 
District, Metroôs Silver Line, and the Gerry Connolly Cross Country Trail. Throughout his 

career, heôs taken on the tough fights and never hesitated to do whatôs right for the 

people he represents, even in the face of intense 
political pressure.  

 
He was instrumental in the passage of the 

Affordable Care Act, despite knowing that he risked 
losing his seat. As Ranking Member of the 

Oversight Committee, he has vigorously defended 
our democracy against the assaults of the Trump 

Administration. And internationally, he has worked 
to repair and strengthen alliances key to American 

prosperity and security.  
 

But first and foremost, for me, he is a dear friend 
and mentor whom I love deeply. Because of him, 

Iôm a better husband, father, friend, and public 

servant. I will carry his wisdom and friendship with 
me for the rest of my life. Gerry Connolly changed 

my life ï and he changed the lives of countless 
others through his leadership, his compassion, and 

his fierce love for this community. 
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Early Voting for Primaries Begins Today  

Early voting for the June 17, 
2025, Primary Election begins 

today  and continues until 
Saturday, June 14.  

 
From May 2 -  June 14 , voting is 

available at three locations:  

 r Fairfax County  

Government Center | 
Conference Rooms 2/3  

Á 12000 
Government 

Center Parkway, 
Fairfax  

Á Weekday hours: 
8:00 a.m. -  

4:30 p.m.  

 r Mt. Vernon 

Governmental Center  
Á 2511 Parkers 

Lane, Alexandria  
Á Weekday hours: 

1:00 p.m. -  

7:00  p.m.  
 

 

 r North County  

Governmental Center  
Á 1801 Cameron 

Glen Drive, 
Reston  

Á Weekday hours: 

1:00 p.m. -  
7:00  p.m.

Beginning Saturday, June 8, an additional 13 early voting locations will open across the  

County , including at Burke Centre Library (5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke).  
 

You can find all the locations, operating hours, and detailed information on Saturday  
voting on the Office of Electionsô website. Find a list of qualified candidates here.  

 
Register to vote  or  change address/name  by Tuesday, May 27 , or a pply for 

an  absentee (by mail) ballot  by Friday, June 6.  
 

API Heritage Month  
May is Asian Pacific Islander 

Heritage Month , a  time to 
celebrate and learn about the 

contributions of the API 
community !  

 
This month is the perfect 

opportunity to learn more about 
Fairfax County ôs diverse API 

community. The Fairfax County  
Public Library has resources to check out  and is hosting several events to 

celebrate  this month.  
 

Join the Fairfax County  Park Authority on May 10 at the Mason District Park (6621 
Columbia Pike, Annandale) for an Asian American and Pacific Islander Celebration!  

This cultural event will include traditional performances, engaging activities, food, and 

stories that honor AAPI heritage.  

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/early-voting
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-ballot/candidate-list/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/how-register-vote
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/vote-by-mail
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/c.php?g=1138378&p=8307899
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/calendar?cid=6524&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=6524&ct=68918&inc=0
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/calendar?cid=6524&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=6524&ct=68918&inc=0
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/aapi-celebration/051025
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Braddock Bark 

I look forward to seeing 
you at my  4th  Annual 

Braddock Bark Dog Festival 
on Sunday, May 1 8, from 

1:00 -  4:00 p.m. at  the 
McLaren -Sargent Shelter  at  

Lake Accotink Park  (5 660  
Heming Avenue, 

Springfield) !  
 

The Washington Capitals 
and several dog businesses 

will join our wonderful 

event to provide free 
giveaways. We will have a 

free raffle of dog toys  and 
critter pack courtesy of 

Swift Paws, a Lure 
Coursing Product company. 

Come learn the valuable  
lifesaving skill of canine 

CPR, courtesy of Becky's 
Pet Care Inc !  

 
I hope you and your dogs 

can join the paw - ty ! You 
can get more info on my 

Facebook page.  

 
Yours in service,  

 
 

 
Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw  
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https://www.facebook.com/share/1B2XBDU3JK/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1B2XBDU3JK/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1B2XBDU3JK/
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Upcoming Events  
Details on these events and more can be found in this edition of the Beacon or by 

contacting braddock@fairfax County .gov . 

 r May 1 -30  ........  Asian American , Native Hawaiian  & Pacific Islander Heritage Month,   
Clean Air Month, Mental Health Awareness Month, Jewish American Heritage 

Month, Military Appreciation Month, National Bicycle Safety Month, Older 
Americans Month, Small Business Month, Womenôs Health Month  

 r May 3 ................................ ..  Marian Homes Shredding Even t at Holy Spirit Parish  

 r May 3 -4 ..............................  National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Weekend  

 r May 4 -10  ................................ .............................  National Small Business Week  
Public Service Recognition Week  

 r May 5 -9 ................................ ................................ ..  Teacher Appreciation Week  

 r May 6 .....  Board Budget Mark -up Meeting ( View 2025 Board Meeting Schedule )  

 r May 7  ................................ ...........  Opening Day at Wakefield Farmers Market  

National Teacher Appreciation Day  
National Childrenôs Mental Health Awareness Day 

 r May 8-10  ..............................  Friends of Kings Park Library S pring Book Sale  

 r May 9  ....  Northern Virginia Regional Job Fair  at Fair fax County  Government C enter  

National Military Spouse Appreciation Day  

 r May 10  ....................  Marian Homes Shredding Even t at St. Mary of Sorrows Parish  

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive  
Fairfax County  Fix- It Clinic  

Fairfax County  Asian American and Pacific I slander Celebratio n 
National Small Business  Day  

 r May 11  ................................ ................................ .......................  Motherôs Day 

 r May 12  ............................  Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at Fire Station 40  
Supervisor Walkinshaw ôs Virtual Community Pools Meeting  

Application Deadline for  Student Position on EQAC  

 r May 13  ...  Board Budget Adoption  Meeting ( View 2025 Board Meeting Schedule )  

 r May 1 4 ................................ ..............................  VDOT Pardon Our Dust Meeting  

 r May 15  ................................ ..........................  Fairfax County ôs Bike to Work Day 

National Senior Fraud Awareness Day  

 r May  18  ..............  Braddock Bark at McLaren Sargent Pavilion  at Lake Accotin k Park  

 r May  19  .......................  Braddock District Council ôs May Meeting/Legislative Review  

 r May  20  ................................ ......  Braddock Land Use and Environment Committee  

Chairman McKayôs Spring Social 

 r May 2 3 ................................ ....................  GMU West Campus Town Hall Meeting  

 r May 2 3 ...................  Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic at FCASô Lorton Campus 

 r May 27  ................................ .........  Voter Registration Deadline for June Primaries  

 r May 29  ................................ ................................ ...........  Small Busi ness Forum  

 r May 31  .............................  Soldiers of Howrey Field Park Day Memorial Ceremony  

 r June 2  ............  Publ ic Hearing on Braddock Road Multimodal Improv emen ts Project  

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://weekend.firehero.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2025-board-meetings
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/wakefield
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/14551706
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2025-board-meetings
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In April, S uper visor Walkinshaw:  
Á Kicked off Opening Day for West Springfield Little League on April 4 (Photos 1 & 

15)  
Á Joined Annandale North Springfield Little League for Opening Day on April 5 (Photo 

10)  

Á Recognized Neighborhood & Community Services volunteers on April 5 (Photo 8)  
Á Presented Northern Virginia Girls Softball Association with a proclamation 

recognizing their 30th Anniversary on April 5 (Photo 14 )  
Á Bowled with Langley Residential Support Services for their fundraiser on April 6  

Á Joined the Korean Community Service Center of Greater Washington's 51st Gala 
on April 6 (Photo 3)  

Á Attended the Fairfax County  Valor Awards on April 7  
Á Spoke with members of the Kings Park/Kings Glen PTA Meeting on April 7 (Photo 

13)  
Á Joined the Kings Park West Civic Associationôs meeting on April 8 

Á Attended the Providence, Hunter Mill, and Braddock Districtôs Public Repaving 
Meeting on April 8  

Á Spoke at the Southport HOA Meeting on April 9  
Á Attended the Woodlynn Civic Association Meeting on April 9  

Á Spoke at the Lakepointe Community Council Meeting on April 9  

Á Attended the Council to End Domestic Violenceôs Meeting on April 10 
Á Spoke at the Marymead HOAôs meeting on April 10 (Photo 4)  

Á Cut the ribbon on renovations at Frost Middle School on April 11 (Photo 9)  
Á Joined the Mason Innovation Exchangeôs Breakfast on April 11 

Á Rang the opening bell at the Burke Farmers Market on April 19  (Photo 12)  
Á Joined the  April 22 Board recognition of the April 30 50th Anniversary of the Fall of 

Saigon  (Photo 7)  
Á Joined Shelter House for their benefit luncheon on April 23  

Á Presented a proclamation recognizing the 55th Anniversary of Earth Day on April 
26 (Photo 6)  
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Á Joined the Hunter Mill Districtôs Earth Day Celebration on April 27 (Photo 17) 
Á Celebrated the Friends of Royal Lakeôs 10th anniversary on April 28 (Photo 5) 

Á Spoke with union members from the Northern Virginia Labor Union on April 29  
Á Celebrated the Reston Community Centerôs reaccreditation journey on April 30 

(Photo 16)  
Á Spoke at the 2025 Scam Jam hosted by AARP Virginia on April 30 (Photo 11)  

Á Presented a proclamation recognizing the 50th Anniversary of April 30, 1975,  and 
the contributions of the Vietnamese -American community on April 30 (Photo 2)  

 
 

 

 
 

Bill Flynn  
Nominated and interviewed by Austin Wright  

 

Mayôs Citizen of the Month is Bill Flynn!  

 
For the past 16 years, Bill has been the steadfast heart 

behind Braddock Wrestling Club (BWC), a youth wrestling 
program for 5 - to -14 -year -olds based at Lake Braddock 

Secondary  School. His leadership, dedication, and drive 

have had a profound impact on the lives of hundreds of 
young athletes in our community.  

 
Bill founded BWC in 2009, after coaching the Bandits  

Wrestling Club at West Springfield High School and  
supporting his sonôs wrestling career at Lake Braddock. Bill 

petitioned the Northern Virginia Wrestling Federation 
(NVWF) to support the new club and launched with 40 

wrestlers in the first season. The club has grown  substantially, typically drawing 80 -90 
wrestlers per  season, plus over half a dozen assistant coaches and many parent 

volunteers.  
 

Bill was interviewed by Austin Wright, a Braddock District resident who has coached 
under Flynn at BWC for two years.  

 

What motivates you to want to serve the community in this way?  
As the great Dan Gable, legendary coach of Iowa, has stated: ñOnce youôve wrestled, 

everything else in life is easy.ò I have personally seen how wrestling has impacted our 
young student -athletes. Many of them have become state place winners, and several 

have been state champions and wrestled in college. In addition, many BWC wrestlers 
have used their experiences in wrestling to catapult their lives in other sports and 

academics.  
 

Additionally, our volunteer coaches and supportive parents have been big motivators 
and are reasons why I have continued for this many years. No community organization 

Citizen of the Month  
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this size can function without parent volunteers, and BWC has one of the best parent 
communities in the NVWF.  

 
Are there accomplishments you are especially proud of?  

Our primary BWC goals have not been to win titles and championships but rather to 
teach wrestling fundamentals, improve each time we wrestle, and encourage our 

wrestlers to return and wrestle again in follow -on seasons. Nonetheless, over the past 
two seaso ns, NVWF has been using Trackwrestling, an online database portal that allows 

us to track wins and losses. From this record -keeping, we learned we finished runner -up 
in the NVWF mid -season open tournaments for the past two years. Additionally, in the 

last end -of -year tournament, BWC earned the highest winning percentages of any club 
and 73% of our wrestlers medaled (earning 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place).  

 
Womenôs wrestling is one of the fastest- growing sports in the country. Have 

you seen this trend at BWC?  

Yes! The NVWF and BWC have played a big part in contributing to this trend by 
welcoming girls into the sport of wrestling. Several of our former female BWC athletes 

have wrestled at the high school level, and one is nationally ranked at the college level. 
Additionally, we routinely reach out to women, mostly parents, to consider coaching for 

BWC, and we have had several female coaches on our staff. We are very proud to note 
that one former BWC wrestler continued her love for the sport as a coach for another  

NVWF club. Another went on to coach at the high school level (Falls Church HS), 
becoming the first ever female wrestling coach in Virginia.  

 
We are very, very proud to be part of introducing boys as well as girls to the sport of 

wrestling!  
 

For his longtime service to the BWC and the Lake Braddock community, Supervisor 
Walkinshaw is proud to name Bill Flynn  as the May  2025 Citizen of the Month!  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Do you know a Braddock District resident , or a group of residents, who should be recognized as our Citizen of the 
Month? Nominate them today!  

https://bit.ly/2024cotm
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May Shredding Events  
Marian Homes  
Local non -profit Marian Homes has two upcoming 

shredding events:  

 r Saturday, May 3  | Holy Spirit Parish (5121 

Woodland Way, Annandale)  

 r Saturday, May 10 | St. Mary of Sorrows Parish 
(5222 Sideburn Road, Fairfax)  

 
Both events are from 10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  

Donations to Marian Homes will be accepted.  More i nformation can be found on  Marian 

Homes' website.  
 

REAL ID Update  
Starting Wednesday, May 7, a REAL ID , military ID, 
or passport will be required to board domestic flights 

or enter federal facilities, including Fort Belvoir.  
 

You can obtain a REAL ID at one of the DMVôs 76 
customer service centers , including the center  on 

Braddock Road  (9855 Braddock Road, Fairfax).  
  

DMV Connect  ð a mobile -service team specializing  
in issuing driverôs licenses and ID cards ð is 

supplementing staffing at service centers experiencing higher demand.  

 
A REAL ID costs a one -time $10 fee, in addition to the standard cost of a driverôs license 

or ID. Customers whose names have changed should bring documentation , such as a 
marriage certificate , to verify the change.  

 
Getting a REAL ID is simple:  

 r Start your application online  

 r Book an appointment at your local DMV  

 r Bring the required documents with you  
 

An updated list of  pop - up events  is maintained on the DMV website. Two Northern 
Virginia events  are scheduled :  

 r June 2 | 9:30 a.m. ï 3:00  p.m.  

Á Reston Town Center (11951 

Freedom Drive)  

 r July 7 |  10 :00  a.m. ï 4:00  p.m.  

Á Herndon Fortnightly Library 

(768 Center Street)  
 

Read more about REAL ID on the DMVôs website. 

Seasonal Items  

https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/licenses-ids/real-id
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations/fairfax-braddock-road
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations/fairfax-braddock-road
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations/mobile-offices
https://transactions.dmv.virginia.gov/apps/startanywhere/default.aspx
https://appointments.dmv.virginia.gov/OABS/Appointment/Index/f9d2f0ce-2853-4b10-969f-2cfcdc543d1c
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/licenses-ids/real-id
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/locations/dmv-connects?page=0
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/licenses-ids/real-id
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/licenses-ids/real-id
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Virtual Community Pools Meeting  

Pool board members, operators , and managers are invited 
to join Supervisor Walkinshaw for the annual  Community 

Pools meeting. The meeting will be held virtually on 
Monday, May 12, at 7:00 p.m.  

  
The meeting link and agenda will be emailed to the 

Community Pools distribution list the week of May 5. If you 
are not on the distribution list and would like to receive the agenda and meeting link, 

contact the Braddock District Office  at braddock@fairfax County .gov . 
  

Please note that this meeting is for pool operators, managers, HOAs, and civic 
associations, not pool users or private pool owners.   

 

Graduation Traffic Advisory  
George Mason University will be hosting graduation ceremonies on campus at EagleBank 
Arena at various times of the day beginning Wednesday, May 14,  until Monday , June 16 . 

Doors will open one hour before ceremonies begin , and traffic  will vary depending on the 
day.  

 
Subscribe to Mason Alerts  or Fairfax Alerts  for up - to -date details on high - impact 

areas and alternative routes.  

 

 

 

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://ready.gmu.edu/masonalert/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
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Fairfax  County ôs Resource and Service Site  

Thousands of County  residents and their families are, or 
will likely be , affected by the federal governmentôs plan to 

significantly downsize the federal workforce. The County  
has  a variety of resources and services  that can help 

former federal employees, contractors , and anyone else 
affected by job loss.   

 
Federal Representatives  

Each member of Fairfax County 's Congressional 
Delegation has provided access to resources, including the 

opportunity for federal employees to anonymously report 
abuses of power, review employment rights/civil service law, and understand 

whistleblower protections. If you or someone you know is a federal employee, review 

and share these resources, and subscribe to your federal representativesô newsletters to 
stay in formed:

 r Senator Mark Warner  

Á Resources  
Á Newsletter  

 r Senator Tim Kaine  

Á Resources  

Á Newsletter  

 r Congressman Don Beyer  

Á Resources  
Á Newsletter  

 r Congressman Gerry Connolly  

Á Resources  

Á Newsletter
 

Fairfax County  Economic Development Authority  
As the employment landscape is shifting in the Greater Washington region,  find a job in 

Northern Virginia  ï your skills and experience are valuable, and companies are looking 
to hire YOU.  

 
Actions to Take to Find a Job and Get Hired:  

1.  Browse 4 5 ,000+ open positions  with companies currently looking to hire YOU 
in Northern Virginia.  

2.  Visit your local Virginia Career Works Career Center or  make a virtual 
appointment.  

3.  Connect with Fairfax County ôs One - stop Employment Resources Center 

services .  
 

NOVA next:  Training Opportunity for Recently Unemployed 

Federal Workers and Contractors  
Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA) is 

stepping up to support recently unemployed 
federal workers and contractors with the launch 

of  NOVAnext  -  a $1 million scholarship initiative 
designed to help individuals transition into their 

next careers.  
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/help-residents-affected-federal-workforce-restructuring
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=resources-for-federal-employees
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsletter0
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/federalworkers
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/contact/newsletter
https://beyer.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=6378
https://beyer.house.gov/forms/form/?ID=3
https://connolly.house.gov/constituent-services/resources-for-federal-workers.htm
https://connolly.house.gov/forms/emailsignup/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://workinffxnova.com/find-a-job/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://vcwnorthern.com/dislocated-federal-workers-and-contractors/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/employment-and-training/services
https://www.nvcc.edu/about/news/press-releases/2025/New-NOVAnext-program.html
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This program provides access to free courses, including IT certifications, program 
management, HR,  entrepreneurship, and Generative AI. Participants will also benefit 

from resume writing and j ob search workshops to better equip them for the job market.  
 

Key Details:  

 Up to $1 million in scholarships available  

 14 courses designed to build skills for industry - recognized certifications  

 Self -paced, online entrepreneurship courses  

 Free resume  & job search workshops  

 

This is an incredible opportunity for individuals affected by recent employment 
disruptions to upgrade their skills and secure new career paths.  

 
Eligibility:  

 Must have been laid off after February 1, 2025  

 Reside within the N OVA service area  

 Complete an online application  

 
Apply today or learn more . 

 

 
 

 

Canterbury Woods Market  
The Canterbury Woods Market is  back for a  5th year of creativity, community, and 
shopping fun!  

 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 3, from 10:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. at the Canterbury 

Woods Swim Club ( 5101 Southampton Drive, Annandale ) . The market is the  place to 
shop for original, handcrafted, and one -of -a-kind goods and services.  

 

Health Department Brings Common Household Item Lead 

Testing  to Farmers Markets  
Childhood lead poisoning is considered the most preventable 

environmental disease among young children, yet nearly  half a 
million U.S. children  have elevated blood - lead levels, according 

to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  

 
Lead is toxic to everyone, especially young children. Exposure to 

lead can lead to negative health impacts such as developmental 
delays, learning disabilities, reduced hearing, loss of appetite, 

behavioral issues, headaches as well as brain and kidney damage. Old paint, dust, soil, 
some imported candies, traditional medicines and toys are among the many common 

sources of lead.   

Community News  

https://www.nvcc.edu/about/news/press-releases/2025/New-NOVAnext-program.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F5101%2BSouthampton%2BDrive%2C%2BAnnandale%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CFrank.Anderson%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C0fa7674529cd407a0cf508dd67b182e3%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638780734271797133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dRxPeTzPCUdHIuJyMYdQyRFAyqEuOOZJ6wPnelJJ0Pw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cdc.gov/lead-prevention/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/lead-prevention/about/index.html
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/health-department-provides-new-opportunities-for-lead-testing-common-household-items-through-new-detect-and-protect-program
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The Fairfax County  Health Department is holding monthly lead testing events  at  
the  Annandale Farmers Market  (6621 Columbia Pike, Annandale) a nd  Mount Vernon 

Farmers Market  (2501 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria) f rom 8 :00  a.m . -  12 :00  p.m. 
During these events, you can  bring your household items for lead testing at no cost. 

Appointments are not required.   
 

The Health Department will be at the 
Annandale Farmers Market:  

 r Thursday, May 8  

 r Thursday, June 12  

 r Thursday, July 3  

 r Thursday, August 14  

 r Thursday, September 4  

 r Thursday, October 2  

 

The Health Department will be at the 
Mount Vernon Farmers Market:  

 r Wednesday, May 21  

 r Wednesday, June 18  

 r Wednesday, July 16  

 r Wednesday, August 20  

 r Wednesday, September 17  

 r Wednesday, October 15

What items can be tested?   
Items you can bring for testing include:  

 r Imported herbs, spices, seasonings 

and candy  

 r Traditional cosmetics  

 r Incense  

 r Religious powders  

 r Medications (ayurvedic or holistic 

medicine)  

 
What is the testing process?  

Items will be sent to a laboratory where they will be tested for lead. There is no 
guarantee that the items will be returned to you after they are sent off for testing. 

Results will be provided to you by your preferred contact method in about two weeks. 
You will also be given information on what the results mean and what steps you can 

take to protect against lead.  
 

Learn more  about the dangers of lead and what you can do to protect yourself and 

your family.   
 

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive  
The Local Letter Carriersô Stamp Out Hunger  Food Drive  will provide 
a major boost for ECHOôs Food Pantry. All members of the  

community can help on Saturday, May 10, by leaving a bag with any 
amount of non -perishable food by their mailboxes before their letter 

carriers come to deliver mail. Mail Carriers will bring the donations to 
ECHO, which serves local households in need of food assistance.  

 
Food received from the West Springfield, Burke, Central Springfield, 

and North Springfield post offices will be given to ECHO. A list of the 
most -needed items can be found on ECHO's website , but all non -

perishable foods that are not expired are welcome.   

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/health-department-provides-new-opportunities-for-lead-testing-common-household-items-through-new-detect-and-protect-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/annandale
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/mccutcheon-mount-vernon
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/mccutcheon-mount-vernon
https://fairfaxcounty.gov/health/environment/lead
http://www.echo-inc.org/
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Northern Virginia Regional Job Fair  
Virginia Career Works  is hosting a Northern Virginia 
Regional Job Fair on Friday, May 9, from 11:00 a.m. -  

3:00 p.m. at the Fairfax County  Government Center 
(12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax).  

 
This event is designed to connect local employers with a 

diverse pool of professional job seekers. Employers 
include AECOM, Amentum, CACI International Inc, 

Department of the Army, Agencies from Fairfax, 
Loudoun, and Prince William County  Governments, 

Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William County  Schools, 
National Industries for the Blind, Virginia Department of 

Transportation, Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority, and more!   
 

View more event details and register online.  
 

Fairfax County  Fix - It Clinic  
Do you have a broken or damaged item youôve been looking 
to get repaired but itôs too costly or inconvenient? Bring it to  

a Fairfax County  Public Library  Fix - It Clinic  on Saturday, 
May 10, from 1:00 -  5:00 p.m.  

 
The librar ies will have fixers skilled in various types of repairs 

available to help you bring your items back to life for free !   
 

Types of  repair assistance  offered at the clinic will include*:  

 r Electrical repair  

 r Fabric mending  

 r Jewelry repair  

 r Knife shar pening  

 r Small appliance 

repair  

 
* =Repair services available will vary by branch. Please call the branch of your choice to confirm the 

services available .  

 

Volunteer Your Skills  

Are you skilled at bringing broken and damaged things back to life? The libra ry is looking 
for volunteer fixers to help with the event. They welcome fixers skilled in the types of 

repairs above and other types of fixing as well!  
 

Participating branches include:  

 r Chantilly Regional (4000 

Stringfellow Road, Chantilly)  
Á Volunteer at this clinic 

location  
 

 r City of Fairfax Regional (10360 

North Street, Fairfax)  
Á Volunteer at this clinic 

location  
 

https://virginiacareerworks.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northern-virginia-regional-job-fair-tickets-1308215550929?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/c.php?g=1106963&p=10481818
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/189847
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/189847
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190387
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190387
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 r Culmore (6101 Knollwood Drive, 

Falls Church)  
Á Volunteer at this clinic 

location  

 r Dolley Madison (1244 Oak Ridge 

Avenue, McLean)  
Á Volunteer at this clinic 

location  

 r Kingstowne (6500 Landsdowne 
Centre, Alexandria)  

Á Volunteer at this clinic 
location  

 r Reston Regional (11925 Bowman 

Towne Drive, Reston)  
Á Volunteer at this clinic 

location  

 r Sherwood Regional (2501 

Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria )  
Á Volunteer at this clinic 

location  

 r Thomas Jefferson (7415 Arlington 
Boulevard, Falls Church)  

Á Volunteer at this clinic 
location  

 

Reduced Fee Vaccine & Microchip Clinics  

As part of Fairfax County  Animal Shelter's (FCAS) Pet 

Resource Center, Fairfax County  residents have an 

opportunity to vaccinate and microchip  their pets without 
the cost of a  veterinary exam.  
 
All clinics are first -come , first -served and are cash -only. The 

Animal Shelter has two upcoming clinics :

 r Monday, May 12  
Á 9:00 ï 11:00 a.m.  

Á Fairfax County  Fire Station 40 
(4621 Legato Road, Fairfax)  

 

 r Friday, May 23  
Á 9:00 ï 11:00 a.m.  

Á Lorton Campus (8875 Lorton 
Road, Lorton)

For more information on upcoming dates or details, visit the FCAS website.  
 

Plant Swap  
On Saturday, May 17, from 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m., the Canterbury Woods Pool Board 
will  welcome any indoor or outdoor plants (or cuttings) that need a new home!  Trade for 

something new to you or maybe an old favorite youôd like more of. Put your green 
thumb to work and swap! The event address is 8600 Canterbury Drive , Annandale.  

 

Veteransô Golf Classic 
The Burke Jewish War Veterans Post 95 is hosting its 17th Annual Golf Classic with 

Special Guest Carlton Kent (17th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps) on Monday, May 
19, at the Medal of Honor Golf Club on the Marines Base at Quantico (3313 Fuller Road, 

Tr iangle). Tee time is 9:00 a.m.  

 
Sign - up is available online . Contact Dave Meyers with any questions at (703) 209 -

5925 or DavidBmeyers21@gmail.com . 
 

 
 

https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190386
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190386
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/189849
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/189849
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190384
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190384
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190388
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190388
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/189846
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/189846
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190319
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/opp_details/190319
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://veteransgolfclassic.com/
mailto:DavidBmeyers21@gmail.com
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
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Braddock District Councilôs May Meeting/Legislative Review 
The Annual Legislative Review, co -sponsored by Braddock District 
Supervisor James Walkinshaw and the Braddock District Council , is 

scheduled for Monday, May 19, at 7 :00 p.m. in the Kings Park Library 
meeting room adjacent to Supervisor Walkinshawôs office (9002 Burke 

Lake Road , Burke ) . 
 

Delegates Vivian Watts, David Bulova,  Kathy Tran, Laura Jane Cohen, and Senator 
Jennifer Carroll Foy will be in attendance . 

 
Considering all the bills that did (and did not) get approved in this yearôs General 

Assembly, plus the impact of government reductions - in - force in Federal agencies, this 
meeting should be full of valuable information for you and your communities. So pleas e 

circle the date and plan on attending.  

 

GMU Just In Time Job Fair  
Are you looking to hire for internship, part - time, or full - time 

positions?  
 

George Mason Universityôs Career Services is hosting the 
2025 Just In Time Job Fair on Monday, May 19, from 1:00 -  

4:00 p.m. at Dewberry Hall in the Johnson Center on George 
Mason University's Fairfax Campus (4400 University Drive, 

Fairfax).  
 

Employers will have access to well -qualified applicants. George Mason students and 
alumni are equipped with the latest industry knowledge and in -demand technical and 

transferable skills. Employers are required to register for the event.  Learn more 
online.   

 

Contact Bernadette Davey at  bdavey@gmu.edu  if you have questions.   
 

 

Chairman McKayôs Spring Social 

Chairman Jeff McKay is hosting his Annual Spring Social on 

Tuesday, May 20, from 5:00 ï 7:00 p.m. at the 
Government Center (12000 Government Center Parkway, 

Fairfax).  
 

The free event celebrates the Fairfax County  community  
and will feature light refreshments  and special guests .  

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/
https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/9731264f-5e22-47a5-9906-4394b2b5b661/employer_preview
https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/9731264f-5e22-47a5-9906-4394b2b5b661/employer_preview
mailto:bdavey@gmu.edu
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2025 Small Business Forum  
Join Fairfax County ôs Small Business 
Commissionôs highly acclaimed Small 

Business Forum  on  Thursday, May 29 , at 
8:00 a.m.  at the Fairfax County  

Government Center (12000 Government 
Center Parkway).  

 
Take advantage of learning from business 

experts and connect with County  procurement representatives. Bring your 
entrepreneurial spirit and learn how to grow your business opportunities.  

 
The Small Business Forum  is a free , annual event hosted by Fairfax County  created to 

provide a forum for small businesses to interact directly with County  procurement 

representatives. Hosted in conjunction with the Fairfax County  Small Business 
Commission, the Small Business Forum provides an intimate and interactive setting for 

suppliers to:  

 r Network with Fairfax County  departments and business support organizations  

 r Discover marketing and business fundamentals that can help grow your company  

 r Explore alternative options for funding your business  

 r Learn how to properly and effectively pursue work with Fairfax County  

 
Learn more about the event , register for the forum , or read about the Small 

Business Commission .  
 

Unified Sanitation Districts  
Fairfax County  is considering a proposal for a Unified 

Sanitation District (USD)  that, beginning in 2030,  
would provide for increased local control  in how trash and 

recycling are  managed in residential  neighborhoods.  
 

Under the proposed residential USD model and after the five -year waiting period 
required by Virginia law, the County  would begin to directly  manag e waste hauling 

contracts for all single - family residential neighborhoods . Your residential trash billing and 
customer service would be managed by the County , and the County  would negotiate and 

manage contracts with private trash collection companies.   
 

The USD model, if implemented, would enable  the County  to better determine how 
many trash trucks operate in any neighborhood, how recycling is managed, and to 

ensure consistent service and pricing County wide.  The Board of Supervisors will  conduc t  

a public hearing on June 24 , to consider starting the required five -year waiting period . 
Details about how the new service w ill  operate would be developed in cooperation with 

residents and community stakeholders over the next five years if the Board of 
Supervisors initiates the USD process , to consider starting the required five -year waiting 

period to move towards residential USD.  Details about how the new service would 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/small-business-commission/forum/2025
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/small-business-commission/forum/2025
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fairfax-county-small-business-forum-tickets-1290057319169?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/small-business-commission/forum/2025
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fairfax-county-small-business-forum-tickets-1290057319169?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/small-business-commission
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/small-business-commission
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/unified-sanitation-districts
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/unified-sanitation-districts
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/june-24-2025-meeting
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fairfax-county-small-business-forum-tickets-1290057319169?aff=oddtdtcreator
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operate would be developed in cooperation with residents and community stakeholders 
over the next five years , if the Board of Supervisors initiates the USD process.   

 
If you would like to learn more about the USD model and how the service may operate 

in the future, visit the Public Works website.  The webpage also contains a Frequently 
Asked Question s section that is updated as more questions are submitted.   

 
To submit input on the proposed USD, email  USDfeedback@publicinput.com . Your 

response will be reviewed, and all feedback received will be shared with the Board of 
Supervisors prior to the June public hearing.   

 
For the latest waste management updates, subscribe to the Fairfax Recycles 

newsletter  and follow on Facebook  and X @ffxpublicworks .  
 

Pop - Up Food Bank Distribution  
The Capital Area Food Bank supports the large 

number of neighbors who have been impacted by 
recent reductions in federal jobs and funding. The 

food bank  is holding new pop -up food distributions 
twice a week.  

 
These pop -up distributions offer pantry items and 

fresh produce on Thursdays from 5:00 ï 7:00 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00 ï 11:00 a.m., or 

while supplies last each day.  
 

The Virginia distribution sites can be found in the parking lots of:  

 r Giant (6364a Springfield Plaza, Springfield)  

 r Safeway (4215 Cheshire Station Plaza, Dale City)  

 
Those in need of food assistance can learn more about these pop -up food distributions, 

as well as how to access support at other times and locations, by going to Capital Area 
Food Bank's website . Spread the word by sharing the link above, as well as the 

times/locations of these new food distributions.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/unified-sanitation-districts
mailto:USDfeedback@publicinput.com
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/subscribe-fairfax-recycler
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/subscribe-fairfax-recycler
https://www.facebook.com/ffxpublicworks
https://x.com/@ffxPublicWorks
http://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/dmv-help/
http://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/dmv-help/
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May M essage from Braddock District School 

Board Representative Rachna Sizemore Heizer  

Along with the beautiful weather, thereôs so much to celebrate this 

time of year that I wanted to share some of the great things 
happening in our schools with you!  
 

The girls gymnastics team at  LBSS Gymnastics won the Virginia state 

VHSL classics championship title for the fourth year in a row, the 
WSHS Boys Indoor Track and Field won the VHSL state 

championship,  Woodson's  Rocket League Esports  team added to their legacy this week 
by capturing their fourth state title in just three years and the  Deaf Academic Bowl  team 

from Woodson made it all the way to the final round of the national competition, ea rning 
second runner -up honors. I am so proud of these students and th e teachers and coaches 

who supported them!  
 

This weekend drama lovers can enjoy live theatre right in our neighborhoods. Coming 
off two years in a row of winning the Best Play Cappies Award, the theatre team at Lake 

Braddock Secondary School has their final production of the year,  The Trojan Women . 
Over at Fairfax High School theyôll be presenting Hadestown Teen Edition , catc h Into 

the Woods  at West Springfield High School,  Mamma Mia  at Woodson High 

School,  Tuck Everlasting  at Robinson Secondary School,  Little Shop of Horrors  at 
Annandale High  School,  The  Little Prince  at Lake Braddock Middle School,  Game of 

Tiaras  at Key Middle School,  and  Big Fish  at Thomas Jefferson  Who needs Broadway 
with all this amazing theater in our backyard?!?   

 
And, though itôs hard to believe, graduation season is just a few weeks away. I have 

enjoyed watching the Class of 2025 as they have grown and matured and will miss their 
joy and wisdom, but I know there are good things ahead as they follow their dreams. I  

look forward to celebrating this amazing group at their commencement ceremonies.  
 

Yours very truly,  

 
Rachna  
 

Student Position Open on EQAC -  Apply Today!  
Are you a Fairfax  County  high school student interested in the environment and looking 
to make an impact? Join the Fairfax County  Environmental Quality Advisory Council as a 

student member, and work alongside community members who are just as passionate 
about our planet as you are.  

 
Find more info and apply now ; applications close May 1 2.  
 

 

Youth News  

https://lakebraddockss.fcps.edu/event/trojan-woman
https://etix.com/ticket/v/15604/fairfax-high-school-theatreperformance_id=79448658&country=US&language=en
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15472/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15472/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15608/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15626/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15475/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15616/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15619/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15619/
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/15598/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0e698964c6b345c8ad74ce6612929ae8
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Opportunity  for Fairfax County  Residents to Go Solar  

Interested in letting the sun pay part of your electricity bill? 
Two programs available to Fairfax County  homeowners 

ï Switch Together  and  Solarize Virginia  ï are back for 
another round.  

 
Fairfax County  is pleased to support these group buying 

programs, which help homeowners and small businesses 
secure a high -quality rooftop solar installation at a lower 

price.  Both programs make switching to solar a snap by 
offering:  

 r A free assessment to determine whether your home is a 

good candidate for solar installation  

 r Bulk discounts on solar systems with prices at least 10% lower than the regional 

average  

 r Access to a qualified solar installer, ongoing support, and no obligation to 

purchase.  
 

ñGoing solar can seem like an overwhelming and expensive process, but it doesnôt have 
to be,ò said John Morrill, Director of Fairfax County ôs Office of Environmental and Energy 

Coordination. ñThrough the power of group purchasing, Solarize and Switch Together 
provide an excellent opportunity for residents to switch to clean, renewable energy.ò 

  
The final day to register for Switch Together is June 4. The deadline for registering for 

Solarize Virginia is July 15. To learn more and find out about incentives offered by 
Fairfax County , visit Going Solar at the Office of Environmental and Energy 

Coordination .  
 

May Update on Lake Accotink Preservation Feasibility Study  

Sedimentation Study ï Field monitoring and 

lake modeling is continuing. The consultants 
received LiDAR data from an aerial survey 

conducted in mid -March and began 
incorporating the data into their model. The 

Sedimentation Study team (LimnoTech and 

USGS) completed short video updates to 
describe their progress to date. These ar e 

expected to be posted to the DPWES project 
website  the week of May 5.  

 
Dam Assessment  ï As noted in April, while 

work began on the dam assessment, the 
Fairfax County  Park Authority (FCPA) found that the sluice gate was not able to close 

Environment & Parks News  

https://switchtogether.com/en/solar/fairfaxcounty/home
https://www.solarizeva.org/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/more-opportunities-fairfax-county-residents-go-solar?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/more-opportunities-fairfax-county-residents-go-solar?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging
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properly to allow the dewatering of the stilling basin. The scheduled dam assessment 
operations had to be postponed to allow divers to be called in to inspect the gate 

operating system. The divers found that the stem is damaged, which will not allow the 
gate to be reliably closed. FCPA staff are working with divers to determine the best fix 

for the stem and operator so the gate can be closed. Once the gate is fully operational, 
the dam assessment can continue.  

  
Preservation Feasibility Study ï The Notice to Proceed for the Preservation Feasibility 

Study was issued on April 18. The Feasibility Study scope and the Public Survey 
Comment Responses associated with the Feasibility Study Scope have been published on 

the  Public Engagement website .  
 

Outreach/Engagement ï A document entitled ñUpdate ï Lake Accotink Preservation 
Feasibility Study, March 2025ò has been posted on the Public Engagement website .  

  

The Accotink team is coordinating the date of the first public open house and a pop -up 
event to promote the open house. These dates and locations are expected to be finalized 

in the next few weeks and will be posted on the Public Engagement website  and in 
future Advisories and next monthôs Braddock Beacon.  

 
For additional information, including project background and previous studies, visit the 

DPWES project website .  
 

Protecting Drinking Water Sources from Climate Change 
Water utilities, like Fairfax Water, rely on 
sustainable sources of water that can be 

treated to provide reliable, high-quality 
drinking water. Fairfax Water, which provides 

water to over 2 million people in the region, 

draws its water from two sources: the 
Potomac River and the Occoquan Reservoir. 

Now is a great time to learn more about your 
drinking water sources and how to protect 
them , considering the effects of extreme 
weather on our region. During the summer of 
2024, the area experienced unusually dry 
conditions and entered a drought watch. 
Because of these conditions, the Potomac River developed higher levels of organic 
materials, particularly algae, in the water. This resulted in a green sheen on the river 
surface. As a result, drinking water treatment plants on the Potomac River, including  
Fairfax Waterôs Corbalis Treatment Plant, had to take extra measures to remove these 
materials from the water. This was an unprecedented event, yet Fairfax Water  staff was 
up to the task and continued to provide high -quality  water for  their  customers.  

https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
https://publicinput.com/lake-accotink-preservation
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging



























