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Dear Neighbor, 
 

I hope you and your loved ones had a great 
summer filled with time at Fairfax County’s 

parks, libraries, or enjoying our Braddock 
District summer entertainment series! 

 
We have an exciting Fall lined up and I hope 

to see you at this weekend’s Burke Centre 
Festival. Our booth will be located near the 

Rotary Club tent. Please stop by to say 

hello! 
 

Oak Hill Day 
On Saturday, September 21 from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., I hope you will join me 

for the in-person Open House at 
historic Oak Hill. This privately owned 

18th-century Georgian-style home is a 
remnant of the Ravensworth Tract – 

originally totaling more than 22,000 acres 
– dating from the 1670s. Oak Hill was one 

of three plantations owned by the 
Fitzhugh family and today the original 

home remains intact along with much of 

the historic landscape. 
 

In addition to the tours, from 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. we’ll feature a panel discussion 
with dignitaries and historians. This year we are branching out beyond the history of Oak 

Hill and will take a broad look at the history of, and around, the Braddock District. 
 

The discussion will center around themes of race, transportation, economic 
development, education, and historic preservation, and their impact on the Braddock 

District. Our moderator, Tom Shoop, explored these themes in his recent book A Place 
Called Ilda: Race and Resilience at a Northern Virginia Crossroads. Panelists will include: 

https://engage.goenumerate.com/s/burkecentre/hoapage.php?page=gen_11_7293
https://engage.goenumerate.com/s/burkecentre/hoapage.php?page=gen_11_7293
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2024/oak-hill-historic-house-tour
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2024/oak-hill-historic-house-tour
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2024/oak-hill-historic-house-tour
https://engage.goenumerate.com/s/burkecentre/hoapage.php?page=gen_11_7293
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■ Former Chairman of the Board of Supervisors Sharon Bulova, whose work 

guaranteed the preservation of and public access to Oak Hill. 

■ Historian Marion Dobbins, descendent of the founder of nearby Black community 
The Pines, and author of works about forgotten Black Communities in Fairfax 

County. Dobbins is also a Community Historian for GMU’s Center for Mason Legacy 

and a PH. D student at GMU.   

■ Brian Heintz, West Springfield High School History and Social Studies Teacher, and 
Braddock District representative on the Fairfax County History Commission. 

 
To make this event a success for all our guests, we need volunteers! Sign up today.  

 

ArtsFairfax Grants Distributed to Braddock District Orgs 

ArtsFairfax recently awarded its annual 

Operating Support Grants to 58 arts 
organizations in Fairfax County, including 6 

in the Braddock District. Braddock District-

based groups received more than $40,000 in 
grant funding.  

  
These acting, music, poetry, literary, and 

vocal organizations in the Braddock District 
received support:

■ Acting for Young People, Inc. 

■ Better Said Than Done 

■ Daily Poetry Association 

■ Fall for the Book, Inc. 

■ Music for Life 

■ Northern Virginia Chorale 

 
ArtsFairfax’s operating grants provide critical funding for the basic operation of vital 

programs, performances, and arts education. This year half the grant recipients are 
considered small businesses with budgets under $100,000, and 81% are led by women, 

28% by Black, indigenous, and people of color, and 24% by veterans. 
 

Climate Action Conference 
I’m excited to announce that the Second 
Annual Climate Action Conference is 

coming up next month on Saturday, October 
26, at Lake Braddock Secondary School 

(9200 Burke Lake Road, Burke).  
 

The event will kick off at 9:00 a.m. with a 
networking session before opening remarks 

from Congressman Gerry Connolly, myself 
and other elected officials. 

 

https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/opp_details/188759
https://artsfairfax.org/project/fy25-operating-support-grants/
https://artsfairfax.org/project/fy25-operating-support-grants/
https://www.afyp.org/
https://bettersaidthandone.com/
https://poems.com/
https://fallforthebook.org/
https://musicforlife.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawE8KcZleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHdF_WKfkyRVPLXUnXH2kl1Wg75TpJIFY9E8myqDurhnduJm2wUievsCEug_aem_diEh8mDhm2oR_Gqb6hOS8w
https://northernvirginiachorale.org/
http://bit.ly/2acac
https://artsfairfax.org/project/fy25-operating-support-grants/
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This year’s conference theme is “A Healthier Fairfax on the Road to Zero Emissions.”  
Our keynote speaker, Dr. Anand Gourishankar of Children’s National Medical Center and 

professor at George Washington University, will address the health impacts of vehicle 
emissions. There will also be a panel discussion and break out sessions where you can 

learn about the opportunities available to save money while reducing your carbon 
footprint. 

 
Register today to learn how easy it is to shrink your travel emissions! 

 
Yours in service, 

 
 

 
Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw 
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Upcoming Events 
Details on these events and more can be found in this edition of the Beacon or by 

contacting braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

 

■ September 1-30 ....................... Hunger Action Month, National Recovery Month, 

National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, National Preparedness Month 

■ September 7-8 ............................................................... Burke Centre Festival 

■ September 8-14 ............................................ National Suicide Prevention Week 

■ September 9 ....... Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic @ Shelter’s Frey Campus 

■ September 10 .................. Full Board Meeting (2024 Board Meeting Schedule) 

World Suicide Prevention Day 

■ September 11 .................................. National Day of Service and Remembrance 

Active Transportation/Trail Network Community Open House @ Laurel Ridge ES 

■ September 13  . Reduced Fee Vaccine/Microchip Clinic @ Shelter’s Lorton Campus 

■ September 14 ...... Animal Shelter Volunteer Recruitment Event @ Lorton Campus 

■ September 15 .....  Nomination Deadline for 2024 Champions of Character Awards 

First Day of Hispanic Heritage Month 

■ September 16 ...............................  Community Meeting on Burke Rehab Center 

■ September 17 ... Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee Meeting 

National Voter Registration Day 

■ September 18 .................................... Braddock District Council Annual Meeting 

Kids in Today's Society 

■ September 19 ............................................................... Green Business Social 

■ September 21 ............................................................................ Oak Hill Day 

■ September 24 .................. Full Board Meeting (2024 Board Meeting Schedule) 

■ September 29 ......................................... Out of the Darkness Community Walk 

■ September 30 .. Application Deadline for Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2024-board-meetings
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/2024-board-meetings
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 Walkinshaw in the Community 
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In August, Supervisor 

Walkinshaw also: 

▪ Visited the Boys & 

Girls Club at the 

Annandale 

Community Center 

on August 1 

▪ Volunteered at the 

Annandale Mission 

Center on August 1 

▪ Emceed the Kings Park Concert Band at Lake Accotink Park and Bill Kirchen at 

Royal Lake Park during the Braddock Nights concerts on August 2 

▪ Hosted Mad Science of Washington at Braddock Arts in the Park at Wakefield 

Park on August 3 

▪ Spoke at the Back-to-School Military Fair at West Springfield High School on 

July 10 

▪ Watched The Great Zucchini at Braddock Arts in the Park on August 10 

▪ Joined the King’s Park Civic Association’s Meeting on August 13 

▪ Attended the Virginia Association of County’s Meeting on August 15 

▪ Closed out the Braddock Nights concerts with High Noon at Royal Lake Park 

and Sunny@Midnight at Lake Accotink Park on August 16 

▪ Celebrated a great summer of children’s entertainment with the grandsons, jr. 

at the last Braddock Arts in the Park on August 17 

▪ Attended the virtual meeting for Capital Bikeshare’s proposed expansion on 

August 22 

▪ Attended Lake Accotink Park Day on August 24 
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Jennifer Healey 
The September Citizen of the Month is Jennifer Healey! 

 

If you are a dog lover and a regular visitor 
to Monticello Dog Park on Guinea Road, you 

have noticed the new shade structures and 
benches installed there this past June. The 

impetus for this project came from Braddock 
District resident Jennifer Healey, who 

paused her career as an attorney years ago 
to care for rescue dogs and cats at an 

animal shelter in San Francisco. Since 
moving here to Burke, VA, she resumed her 

work as an attorney, but never lost her 
passion for animal welfare. She noticed that 

the Monticello Dog Park was an 
unwelcoming place on very hot summer 

days for dogs and their owners, due to a 

lack of shade, and decided to reach out to 
Supervisor Walkinshaw to find out if 

something could be done. 
 

She met with Supervisor Walkinshaw in July 
of 2023 to discuss her and the community’s 

concerns about the lack of shade at 
Monticello Park. Shortly thereafter, she 

began coordinating with the Braddock 
District Office and Park Authority staff to 

brainstorm ideas for the size and location of shade structures in the dog park. She also 
assembled a Monticello Dog Park Friends Group to keep them informed of the upcoming 

park improvements and solicit their feedback on the shades project. Thanks to her Dog 
Park Friends network, the dog park is kept clean for all dog park users. In addition, the 

network was able to help the Braddock District Office and the Fairfax Tree Stewards 

locate a few volunteers to help maintain the new shade trees that were planted over 
Earth Day this year. 

 
Congratulations to Jennifer Healey for taking the first step to make a tangible 

improvement to Monticello Dog Park. Her passion for improving Fairfax County parks for 
the community and their furry canines is why she is September’s Citizen of the Month! 

 
Do you know a Braddock District resident, or a group of residents, who should be recognized as our Citizen of the 
Month? Nominate them today! 

 
 

September Citizen of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2024cotm
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September is Suicide Awareness Month 
September is National Suicide Awareness and Prevention Month. 
Suicide is preventable, and there is always hope. If you or a loved one are 

struggling, you are not alone, and resources are available to help:

■ 9-8-8, the 24/7 Suicide and Crisis 

Hotline, is available via text or call 

■ Calling CSB Emergency 
Services at (703) 573-5679 

■ Texting "CONNECT" to 855-11 to 

contact PRS CrisisLink 

■ Calling PRS CrisisLink at (703) 

527-4077 

■ ConnerStrong Foundation 

■ The Trevor Project (specific to 

LGBTQIA+ Youth) 

■ Trans 

Lifeline (877) 565-
8860 (specific to 

Trans callers) 

■ The Veterans Crisis 

Line can be reached by calling 9-8-
8, then dialing "1" 

▪ Visit the Virginia 
Department of Veterans 

Services for more resources 
for Veterans 

 

In an immediate, life-threatening situation, call 9-1-1. 
  

The Fairfax County Community Services Board also has a suicide prevention information 
and resources website with information on their Mental Health First Aid Classes, and 

specific resources for veterans, members of the military and their families, Fairfax 

County Public Schools students, and older adults. 
 

Out of the Darkness Walk 
Supervisor James Walkinshaw and Supervisor Kathy 

Smith will lead the Board of Supervisors’ team in The 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP)’s 

Annual “Out of the Darkness” Community Walk and invite 

you to join the team this year! 
 

This year's walk is on Sunday, September 29, at Fairfax 
City Hall (10455 Armstrong Street, Fairfax) from 12:30 – 

2:00 p.m. 
 

This powerful event raises funds to support scientific 
research, evidence-based resources, training, and advocacy. AFSP does life-saving work, 

and the Braddock District office is proud to support them for the fourth year. 
 

 
 

 
 

Seasonal Items 

https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/observances/suicide-prevention-month
tel:+1-988
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-board/services/emergency-crisis
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-board/services/emergency-crisis
https://prsinc.org/crisislink-hotline-textline/
https://prsinc.org/crisislink-hotline-textline/
https://connerstrongfoundation.org/
http://www.thetrevorproject.org/get-help/
https://translifeline.org/
https://translifeline.org/
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov/
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov/
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-board/prevent-suicide
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-board/training/mental-health-first-aid
http://bit.ly/ootd2024
http://bit.ly/ootd2024
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-board/prevent-suicide
http://bit.ly/ootd2024
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Early Voting Begins September 20 
The November General Election is fast approaching. 
It’s time to make your plan to vote! 

  
Early voting for this year’s election begins in a little 

over two weeks on Friday, September 20. View a full 
list of early voting locations on the County's 

website. 
  

If you haven’t registered to vote yet, there’s still time. You can register or update your 
existing registration on Virginia's Voter Portal. The deadline to register to vote is 

October 15. If you register between October 16 through Election Day, you can vote using 
a provisional ballot. 

  

If you plan on voting by mail, you must request a mail-in ballot by October 25. The 
ballots will be mailed out on September 20. After receiving your ballot, it must be 

postmarked and sent by Election Day, Tuesday, November 5. 
 

For more information about anything related to voting or elections, check out the 
Fairfax County Office of Elections’ website. 

 

Updated COVID Vaccines 

The updated COVID-19 vaccine for the 2024-
2025 respiratory season is recommended by the 

CDC and will be available soon.  
 

Getting this vaccine can decrease your chances 
of getting sick. It also helps protect you from 

getting very sick and can lower your risk of 

having long-lasting symptoms. 
 

Everyone ages 6 months and older should get the updated COVID-19 vaccine. It's 
especially important for people at higher risk, like older adults, pregnant people, those 

with disabilities, and anyone with a weaker immune system. 
 

For much more information about the who, what, where, when, and why of receiving a 

vaccine, read the Fairfax County Health Department’s latest update. 
 

Free COVID tests will again be available to order by mail at the end of September. Visit 
covidtests.gov for more information from the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services. 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/early-voting
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/early-voting
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation/Lookup/absentee
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/risk-factors/index.html
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/updated-covid-vaccines-coming-what-to-know
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/covidtests.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/updated-covid-vaccines-coming-what-to-know
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
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Farmers Markets  
Farmers Markets continue through fall at the Burke 
VRE Station (10399 Premier Court, Burke) on 

Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 
Wakefield Park (8100 Braddock Road, Annandale) 

on Wednesdays from 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

Almost 40 vendors are at the markets, some 
offering online ordering. View a list of all of 

Fairfax’s Farmers Markets. 
 

Select Fairfax County Farmers Markets offer a Supplemental Nutritional Assistance 
Program (SNAP) matching program to eligible shoppers. Customers can charge their EBT 

cards at the SNAP Information Table and receive double the amount to purchase extra 

fruits and vegetables. Fairfax County has SNAP programs at five of its farmers market 
locations, including Wakefield Park. Volunteers run the SNAP booths where customers 

swipe their EBT cards to redeem tokens to spend at the market. More information on 
redeeming SNAP at the participating markets, including flyers in several languages, is 

available on FCPA’s website. 
 

 

 

Marian Homes Shredding Event 
Area non-profit Marian Homes will host a shredding 

event on Saturday, September 7, from 10:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m. at American Legion Post 177 (3939 Oak 

Street, Fairfax). 
 

Information about the shredding event can be found 

on Marian Homes' website. Donations to Marian 
Homes will be accepted. 

 

Reduced Fee Vaccine & Microchip Clinics 
As part of Fairfax County Animal Shelter's (FCAS) Pet Resource Center, Fairfax County 

residents have an opportunity to 
vaccinate and microchip their pets 

without the cost of a veterinary exam. 
 

All clinics are first-come first-served and 
are cash only. Clinics are held at the 

Michael R. Frey (4500 West Ox Road, 
Fairfax) or the Lorton Campus (8875 

Lorton Road, Lorton). 

 

Community News 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/snap
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
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The Animal Shelter is hosting two upcoming clinics:

■ Monday, September 9 
▪ 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

▪ Frey Campus (4500 West Ox 
Road, Fairfax) 

■ Friday, September 13 
▪ 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

▪ Lorton Campus (8875 Lorton 
Road, Lorton

 
For more information on upcoming dates or details, visit the FCAS website. 

 

Veterans and Military Families Town Hall 
Delegate Kathy Tran is hosting her 4th Annual 
Veterans and Military Families Town Hall on 

Thursday, September 12, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion Post 176 (6520 Amherst Avenue, 

Springfield).  
 

Special guests include Congressman Gerry 
Connolly and Commissioner Chuck Zingler of the 

Virginia Department of Veterans Services. 
 

No registration is required. For questions about 
the event, email DelKTran@house.virginia.gov 

or call (804) 698-1018. 
 

Animal Shelter Volunteer Recruitment 
Do you love talking about pets, connecting people with 

resources, or helping at events? The Fairfax County 
Animal Shelter is looking for passionate volunteers for 

roles like: 

■ Tabling at events 

■ Organizing donations for the Pet Pantry 

■ Leading shelter tours 

■ Assisting at Vaccine and Microchip Clinics 

Their next recruitment event is Saturday, September 14, 

from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the Lorton Campus (8875 Lorton Road, Lorton). 

 
Bilingual volunteers are welcome! The Shelter's non-profit fundraising partner, 

the Friends of the Fairfax County Animal Shelter, will also be at the event recruiting 
for fundraising roles. More information is available on the FCAS Facebook page. 

 

Braddock District Council Annual Meeting 
The Braddock District Council (BDC) will hold its Annual Meeting on 

Wednesday, September 18, in Braddock Hall (9002 Burke Lake Road, 
Burke) from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiesclinics
mailto:DelKTran@house.virginia.gov
https://ffcas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/share/VAfBpa1ixHEp7QDz/
https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/events-1
https://www.facebook.com/share/VAfBpa1ixHEp7QDz/
https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/events-1
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To kick off the meeting and the BDC 2024-2025 operating year, Braddock District 
Supervisor James Walkinshaw will hold a Town Hall to brief Council members on several 

major initiatives in the Braddock District and the County, followed by a Q&A session. 
Join the meeting for an opportunity to bring up issues directly with your County 

Supervisor.  
  

A regular business meeting will follow the Supervisor’s presentation and will include an 
annual budget presentation, board officer updates, and a discussion of proposed Bylaws 

changes. For more information about the Council or the meeting, visit the BDC 
website. 

 

Tour de VRE 

Mark your calendars for the 4th Annual Tour de VRE on October 5! The 

Virginia Railway Express’ (VRE) Annual bike ride is designed to bring the 

communities it serves together to raise awareness of and financial support 
for triple-negative breast cancer.  

 
You can join one of two rides: 

■ 35 Mile Full Pull 

▪ Backlick Road Station (6900 
Hechinger Drive, Springfield) 

to Broad Run Station (10637 
Piper Lane, Bristow) 

▪ Begins at 8:45 a.m. 

▪ Experienced riders only 
 

■ 8.2 Mile Fun Ride 

▪ Manassas Park station (9300 
Manassas Drive, Manassas 

Park) to Broad Run Station 
(10637 Piper Lane, Bristow) 

▪ Begins at 10:45 a.m. 

▪ A fun ride for newer/young 
riders

Registration is open to riders ages 18 and over, and those between ages 13-17 when 
accompanied by an adult. The fee to enter is $25 and includes a Tour-de-VRE t-shirt. 

Register by 11:00 p.m. on Friday, September 27. 
 

VRE will provide snacks and beverages at various station stops along the route and host 
a welcome celebration for riders, featuring food, beverages, and fun activities. For 

additional questions, email TourdeVRE@vre.org. 
 

Marian Homes’ Fundraiser Gala 

Local non-profit Marian Homes is hosting a Casino Night Gala on 
September 27 at the Country Club of Fairfax (5110 Ox Road, 

Fairfax) beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
 

The gala raises funds so Marian Homes can continue providing 

independence and community for intellectually disabled adults by 
partnering with the public and private sector to purchase, refurbish, 

and maintain homes. These homes offer a safe and nurturing 
residence for 40 individuals with intellectual disabilities.  

 
You can learn more about the organization and event on Marian Homes’ website. 

https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/events-1
https://www.braddockdistrictcouncil.org/events-1
https://www.vre.org/events/tourdevre2024/
https://www.vre.org/events/tourdevre2024/
mailto:TourdeVRE@vre.org
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.marianhomes.org/#/
https://www.vre.org/events/tourdevre2024/
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Celebrate Communication Fair 
Join the Northern Virginia Resource Center for Deaf 
& Hard of Hearing Persons (NVRC) on September 28 

to learn more about resources for deafness and 
hearing loss at their 2024 Celebrate 

Communication Fair! 
 

In addition to face painting and mascot photo ops, 
you can check out the latest in hearing assistive 

technologies, apps, local agency services, hearing 
aids, tinnitus, cochlear implants, captioning, 

American Sign Language (ASL), ENTs, and audiologists.  
 

The event will be at the Springfield Town Center Entrance #1 (6500 Springfield Mall, 

Springfield) from 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Visit the NVRC website for more 
information. 

 
 

 
 

September Letter from School Board Member Rachna 

Sizemore Heizer 
Greetings Braddock friends and neighbors – 
 

First, I want to take a moment to address the most 
recent incident of violence in America’s public schools. 

Like you, I am horrified at the continued exposure of our 
schools - what should be a safe place to learn - to 

senseless tragedy. I promise to advocate for the safety 

of your children. These events can be traumatizing for all 
of us, so please take a moment to think and learn 

about how best to discuss sensitive topics with the 
young people in your home. 

 
Next, I want to call your attention to the important topic 

of grading, which is a major issue now before the School 
Board. By all accounts, there are wide variances across 

the county - from teacher to teacher, department to 
department, and school to school - in how students are assessed for the skills and 

knowledge they acquire in each class. FCPS recently enacted some changes in grading 
practices, as discussed during an Aug. 27 work session (materials | video). 

 
The Board recognizes that students deserve to be assessed fairly and consistently 

alongside their peers. The Board directed the Governance Committee - of which I am 

a member - to revise our grading policy. Our first meeting on this topic was Tuesday, 
Sept. 3, and I encourage you to follow this process by watching meetings live or 

Youth News 

https://www.nvrc.org/celebrate-communication-2024/
https://www.nvrc.org/celebrate-communication-2024/
https://www.nvrc.org/celebrate-communication-2024/
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-families-and-educators
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-families-and-educators
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-families-and-educators
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/fairfax/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=D8BM985A1DA5
https://www.youtube.com/live/u_zwoyV7FVg?t=11763s
https://www.fcps.edu/committee/governance-committee
https://www.fcps.edu/committee/governance-committee
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSz76NCRDYQF3hPS2qS2SGEcoO4__Yd7Z
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSz76NCRDYQF3hPS2qS2SGEcoO4__Yd7Z
https://www.nvrc.org/celebrate-communication-2024/
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streaming later. I welcome you to share your thoughts on grading with me! 
 

As fall approaches, I hope to see you “out and about” at a festival, athletic contest, play 
or music performance! For those who want to attend our amazing local high school 

theater productions - I’m constantly amazed at the professional quality - here is a link to 
FCPS’ performing arts calendar. 

 

 
Rachna Sizemore Heizer 
Braddock District School Board Member 

 

Apply to the House of Delegates and State Senate Page 

Program! 
Applications are now open for the State Senate Page 

Program and House of Delegates Page Program! 
 

The prestigious Page Programs are meant to give 

Virginia students an opportunity to learn about civics, 
the lawmaking process, and leadership firsthand. Since 

1847, pages have worked with the House Clerk and Senate Clerk’s offices to support to 
staff, legislators, and constituents. 

 
The program is open to 13- and 14-year-olds. Learn more about the programs on 

Capitol Classroom.  
 

You can apply for the Senate Page Program. You can apply for the House of 
Delegates Page Program. 

 
All applicants must have a letter of recommendation from their Senator or Delegate to 

be considered. To receive a letter of recommendation, reach out to your representatives 
and schedule an interview by October 1. 

 

Find your General Assembly Representatives. Good luck to those applying! 
 

Nominate a Champion of Character! 
Nominations are open for the 2024 Champions of 
Character Awards. This program honors youth, 

coaches, and parents for extraordinary service in 
pursuing victory with honor on and off the field of 

competition. Instituted by the Fairfax County Athletic 
Council, the program aims to support the tradition of 

amateur athletics in cultivating teamwork, leadership, 
good sportsmanship, and community service. Awards 

are presented to a female athlete, male athlete, coach, and parent in each Supervisory 
District. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSz76NCRDYQF3hPS2qS2SGEcoO4__Yd7Z
mailto:braddockdistrict@fcps.edu
https://www.fcps.edu/events
https://capclass.virginiageneralassembly.gov/PagePrograms/PagePrograms.html?emci=ee82b6d0-846b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&emdi=8d2654e0-866b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&ceid=36844142
https://capclass.virginiageneralassembly.gov/PagePrograms/PagePrograms.html?emci=ee82b6d0-846b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&emdi=8d2654e0-866b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&ceid=36844142
https://sites.google.com/senate.virginia.gov/prospectivesenatepageportal/home?emci=ee82b6d0-846b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&emdi=8d2654e0-866b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&ceid=36844142
https://capclass.virginiageneralassembly.gov/PagePrograms/HODPageProgram.php?emci=ee82b6d0-846b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&emdi=8d2654e0-866b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&ceid=36844142
https://capclass.virginiageneralassembly.gov/PagePrograms/HODPageProgram.php?emci=ee82b6d0-846b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&emdi=8d2654e0-866b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&ceid=36844142
https://whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/athletics/champions-of-character/Nomination
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/athletics/champions-of-character/Nomination
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/athletics/champions-of-character/Nomination
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Submit your nominations by September 15! If you know youth, coaches, or parents 
who have demonstrated extraordinary service in the athletic community while modeling 

the basic traits of good character, nominate them today. Don’t forget those individuals 
from the fall, winter, or spring seasons who stood out for their dedication and 

sportsmanship. 
 

Kids in Today's Society 
Kids are ever evolving and changing, but the 
Fairfax County Police Department (FCPD) is here to 

help parents keep up a little bit.  
 

Today, kids face very different challenges than the 
kids of twenty years ago, so parents and guardians 

need to know how to talk to them and how to help 

them navigate through modern-day challenges. 
“Kids in Today’s Society” will discuss the current problems our kids are facing, such as 

social media, narcotics, mental health problems, and other issues. This presentation will 
include suggestions on how to talk to your kids, how to help them through the tough 

times, and direct you to helpful resources available from Fairfax County. The earlier you 
have these tough conversations, the easier it will be later.  

 
Join the session on September 18, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the Community Room of 

the West Springfield Government Center (6140 Rolling Road, Springfield).  
 

If you have questions before the presentation, contact MPO Tony Capizzi at (703) 277-
2363 or Anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

 
 

 

 
 

Green Business Social 
The Green Business Partners Program is hosting a Green Business Social networking 

event on September 19 from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. at 8401 Greensboro Drive, 

Tysons. The theme is “Be Green, See Green.”  
 

The event will feature County business leaders sharing insights on the 
monetary benefits of incorporating sustainability practices into their 

operations.  
 

The goal of the Green Business Social is for leaders to network and encourage peer-to-
peer learning on how green business practices can lower operational costs, increase 

profits, and contribute to a healthier community.  
 

Environment & Parks News 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/athletics/champions-of-character/Nomination
mailto:Anthony.capizzi@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://bit.ly/GBPSocial2024
bit.ly/GBPSocial2024
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If you are a business owner who has been considering ways to incorporate green 
practices into your operations, register for the event in advance. For questions about 

the event, email greenbusiness@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 

FLAP’s September Events 

More information on all FLAP events can be found on FLAP’s 
website or Eventbrite page. Unless otherwise noted, contact Mary 

Keeser at president@flapaccotink.org with questions. 
 

Monthly Clean-Up 
Join FLAP for their Monthly Park Clean-Up on Sunday, September 

8, from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. at the Lake Accotink Marina (7500 Accotink Park Road, 
Springfield). 

 

Pollinator Garden  
Join FLAP and work alongside their experts as they care for the pollinator plants, 

watering, and clean up the pollinator garden on Sunday, September 8, from 10:30 a.m. 
– 12:00 p.m. 

 

Leading the Way: Taking Action for a Carbon-Free Fairfax 
Supervisor Walkinshaw and the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors recorded a PSA to 

demonstrate the steps they are taking personally 
to lower their carbon emissions for a healthier 

County. By walking, biking, driving electric 
vehicles, recycling, and more, the Board 

members show that reducing your carbon 
footprint starts with one easy step that can lead 

to many more.  
 

Watch the video to learn more about how you 

can join in helping achieve a Carbon-Free Fairfax! 
 

 
 

 
 
There’s the saying, “Good fences make good neighbors.” While there may not be the same 

proverb for sheds, both are common accessory structures and are a common subject of reports 
to the Department of Code Compliance (DCC). As with any 
improvement to your home, it is helpful to be aware of the 

applicable rules before adding a fence or shed to your property. 
Learn more in this month’s Code Compliance Corner. 

 

The Zoning Ordinance regulates fence height and the 
location of sheds. Here are some key points and resources for 

residential lots. 

Compliance Corner 
 

https://bit.ly/GBPSocial2024
mailto:greenbusiness@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://flapaccotink.org/
https://flapaccotink.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-lake-accotink-park-flap-30982206873
mailto:president@flapaccotink.org
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/opp_details/184796
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/exploring-the-pollinator-garden-at-lake-accotink-park-tickets-602955404847
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTeJVCDYfxs&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTeJVCDYfxs&t=2s
https://bit.ly/3TgkupC
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/opp_details/184796
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTeJVCDYfxs&t=2s
https://bit.ly/3TgkupC
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Fence height is limited to 4 feet in most front yards. A yard that abuts a street is 
considered a front yard. For example, a corner lot has more than one front yard. The 

front yard extends across the full width of the lot and includes the space between the 
front lot line and the principal building. Sight distance requirements apply on corner 

lots to ensure that people can see around the corner. Inside and rear yards, fences can 
be up to 7 feet in height. Some lots that abut a major thoroughfare may have higher 

fence heights. More information is available on the DCC Residential Fences and Walls 
flyer.  

 
Sheds must meet the same location regulations as detached garages and similar 

accessory structures. On properties 36,000 square feet or less, sheds cannot be in a 
front yard. The following location regulations apply in a side or rear yard, depending on 

the shed’s height: 
■ Not exceeding 8.5 feet tall – no setback from the side or rear lot line required. 

■ Between 8.5 feet and 12 feet tall - must be at least 5 feet from the side and rear 

lot lines.  
■ Greater than 12 feet tall - must meet the zoning district’s minimum side setback 

and be located at least a distance equal to the shed’s height from the rear lot line.  
 

More information on these location regulations is available on DCC’s Accessory 
Structure Location flyer. Although most fences do not require a building permit, a 

shed may. The size of the shed will determine if a building permit is needed, and other 
permits may be required if any electrical, mechanical, or plumbing is installed. Land 

Development Services’ website provides more information about when a project 
requires a permit. 

 
If you have concerns, the Department of Code Compliance is here to help. If you 

have questions, want to make a report, or are the subject of enforcement, you need to 
contact DCC. You can report problems online, learn about what happens during 

an investigation, reach DCC via email, by calling (703) 324-1300 | TTY 711, or visit 

DCC in person at their office (12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 1016, Fairfax). 

 

 
 

Active Transportation and Trail Network 
The Fairfax County Department of Transportation 
(FCDOT) is inviting the community to learn more about and 

provide feedback on the proposed Active Transportation and 
Trail Network, a new effort that combines and updates the 

Bicycle Master Plan and the Countywide Trails Plan.  
 

Attend a Community Open House or Virtual Meeting 
and Provide Input 

To encourage community-wide feedback, FCDOT has 

scheduled several in-person open houses around the County, 

Transportation Updates 
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/assets/documents/pdf/yard_and_lot_determination.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sight-distance-corner-lots
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/assets/documents/pdf/fences_and_walls_residential.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/assets/documents/pdf/fences_and_walls_residential.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/learning-about-your-lot.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Freestanding_Accessory_Structures.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/sites/code/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Freestanding_Accessory_Structures.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/when-permit-required
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/when-permit-required
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapApplyDisclaimer.aspx?module=Enforcement&TabName=Enforcement&TabList=Home%7C0%7CBuilding%7C1%7CEnforcement%7C2%7CEnvHealth%7C3%7CFire%7C4%7CPlanning%7C5%7CSite%7C6%7CZoning%7C7%7CCurrentTabIndex%7C2
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/about-us
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/code/about-us
mailto:codecompliance@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/bike-walk/activefairfax
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where transportation staff will be available with exhibit boards to talk about the plan and 
the process, answer questions, and capture feedback.  

 
Open houses will be conducted in English and Spanish. Contact FCDOT at (703) 877-

5600, TTY 711. The open house in Braddock District will be held on Wednesday, 
September 11, at 6:00 p.m. at Laurel Ridge Elementary School (10110 Commonwealth 

Avenue, Fairfax). View the full list of open houses. 
 

FCDOT also will hold four virtual meetings to encourage participation among those who 
cannot attend a physical open house:  

■ November 12 | 7:00 p.m.  
■ November 12 | 7:00 p.m. (Spanish)

■ November 14 | 12:00 p.m. 
■ November 19 | 12:00 p.m. 

 

Dial-in information is available on the project webpage. 
 

Finally, community members may visit the project webpage to review meeting 
materials, the proposed Active Transportation and Trail Network and other resources. A 

brief survey also is available with comment forms to send feedback to the project team, 
users can zoom into a particular location on an interactive map to submit ideas and 

leave comments, or recorded messages will be delivered to the team at (703) 890-5898, 
Project Code 7268. Comments will be accepted through December 20.  

 
The ActiveFairfax Transportation Plan seeks to establish a framework for safe, 

comfortable, affordable, convenient and healthy active transportation options. Active 
transportation is mostly non-motorized travel including walking, biking, hiking, and 

riding a scooter or horse for transportation or recreational purposes.  
 

FCDOT is leading this effort to update and streamline the current active transportation 

planning guidance to ensure it aligns with the Board of Supervisor's vision for a multi-
modal transportation system that serves all residents and visitors of the County. For 

more information, visit the ActiveFairfax project webpage. 
 

Update on Braddock Road Multimodal Improvements Project 
From the Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT): The public hearing 

for the Braddock Road Multimodal 
Improvements Project has been 

delayed and will take place early in 
2025. The project team has been 

coordinating with the Fairfax County Park 
Authority to mitigate the impacts to the 

park property and preserve as much park 
property as possible. The team has also 

been working on elements needed to 
obtain approval from the Federal Highway Administration for the interchange at I-495 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/bike-walk/activefairfax
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_YjhmZjRlNjMtYzRhYS00ZDlkLWIwYWYtYTBiOGFiODZlNjQ2%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252262b30cf9-5c90-4acd-ab58-b8e104484b5b%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=011813aa-6d5d-438d-9c02-9fd2c4f3b6bf&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_ZjAzZWQwZGItMWQ5Zi00MDU4LThhMzItNDg1ODA0NzM4ZTk3%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252262b30cf9-5c90-4acd-ab58-b8e104484b5b%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=48ff76cb-55cb-4fbd-9ab5-fa1a3d5528b4&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_MmJhNGE0YjctYzczMS00MzY5LTkwZDItMzQzZDBmZTJlOTRl%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252262b30cf9-5c90-4acd-ab58-b8e104484b5b%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=91c53f13-078d-43e0-a455-bbe128bf4298&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_NmQ0N2NiMWQtZmNmYS00OWY4LWFlMzAtNjk2ZTk2MGQxYzlh%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252262b30cf9-5c90-4acd-ab58-b8e104484b5b%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=5b24911d-3bb3-4aae-b066-8af24721da1b&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/bike-walk/activefairfax
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/bike-walk/activefairfax
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/bike-walk/activefairfax
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/braddock-road-multimodal-improvements-in-fairfax-county/
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/braddock-road-multimodal-improvements-in-fairfax-county/


 
 

19 
 

and Braddock Road to ensure the traffic pattern has not changed from the pre-pandemic 
data. This includes taking additional traffic counts to verify the traffic analysis. Various 

elements of the design (including stormwater management, hydraulics, and 
environmental) are also being refined per VDOT’s public hearing requirements. Once the 

public hearing date has been scheduled, VDOT will notify the public using newspaper 
advertisements, letters, a news release, social media and email. The information will 

also be included in the Braddock Beacon and Advisories. 
 

 
 

 

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program 
For those who experience food insecurity, the Virginia 

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program is one way 

to put fruits, vegetables, and herbs on their plate. 

 

Qualified seniors will receive a $50 voucher to use at 

participating farmers markets through this program. To 

get this free benefit, apply by September 30. You can 

also apply in-person at farmers markets. 

 

Better known as Farm Market Fresh, this program assists 

low-income older adults in purchasing fresh produce at farmers markets from June 

through November. It is a partnership between the Virginia Office for Aging Services and 

FarmFresh. 

 

In the Braddock District, there are two market locations where seniors may apply in-

person or use their vouchers: 

■ Burke Farmers Market (open 

Saturdays) 

■ Wakefield Farmers Market 

(open Wednesdays) 

 

For questions or more information call (855) 827-3667 or text (833) 412-4863. 

  

AARP Hosts Social Security Benefits Webinar 
Are you ready for Social Security? Do you understand how Social Security 

works? Have you wondered what the differences are between full, early, 
and delayed benefits? 

  
AARP is hosting “Social Security: Understanding Your Benefits” to help you 

make well-informed decisions that will have a significant impact on your 

retirement. This webinar will focus on the implications of Social Security 
claiming decisions. AARP will also cover how to secure your benefits and 

consider the future of Social Security. You can build confidence in making 
decisions that are right for you. 

 

Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers 

https://www.freshfarm.org/virginia-senior-fmnp
https://www.freshfarm.org/virginia-senior-fmnp
https://www.freshfarm.org/virginia-senior-fmnp/locations
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIOSA8s4t6RutLvmdDrfslVlWP6Tyvg2VKD9SLT9WAEvkm3A/viewform
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/burke
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/wakefield
https://www.freshfarm.org/virginia-senior-fmnp
https://www.aarp.org/retirement/social-security/
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Registration is required. The webinar will be offered at the following times: 
■ September 24 | 7:00 – 8:20 p.m. (Register) 

■ October 22 | 7:00 – 8:20 p.m. (Register) 
■ November 19 | 7:00 – 8:20 p.m. (Register) 

 
Find more Social Security resources on AARP’s website. 

 

ElderLink’s Virtual Support Call 
ElderLink is hosting a virtual support call on Emergency 

Preparedness for Caregivers on Tuesday, September 10, from 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

 
When emergencies arise, caregivers often face a multitude of 

concerns regarding the well-being of their loved ones. Join this 

brief presentation and discussion facilitated by the Fairfax County Department of 
Emergency Management and Security (DEMS) on the topic of Emergency Preparedness 

including considerations to be made, actions steps that you can take now, and resources 
available to assist. Register online or call (703) 324-5374. 

 

Helping Hands Stroke Club 
Caregiver Group 

Are you caring for a loved one who is a stroke survivor? 
The Fairfax County Health Department’s Helping Hands 

Stroke Club hosts a support group for Caregivers of stroke 
survivors. From 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. every Friday in 

September. 
 

Survivor Group 
This group is for Stroke survivors who may need Speech or vocal assistance. This group 

meets from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. every Friday in September. 

 
Contact Erica Wrenn at erica.wrenn@fairfaxcounty.gov or call (703) 246-7151 for 

information about eligibility and additional details about these groups.  
 

Free Learning Opportunities for Senior Citizens at GMU  
George Mason University offers senior citizens free opportunities to 
explore lifelong learning endeavors.  

 
Eligible Virginia residents aged 60 and older may enroll for credit in 

university courses through the Nondegree Studies Program without 
paying tuition. Eligibility is based on income. 

 
All senior citizens, 60 and older, may also audit (enroll but not receive credit) classes for 

free. Learn more on Mason’s website. 

 
 

https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/events.aarp.org/SS0924
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/events.aarp.org/SS1022
https://fairfaxcounty.sharepoint.com/sites/Team-BOS-BraddockDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Beacons/events.aarp.org/SS1119
https://www.aarp.org/retirement/social-security/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/older-adults/elderlink
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/Ereg/Registration.aspx?groupID=16
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/Ereg/Registration.aspx?groupID=16
mailto:erica.wrenn@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://registrar.gmu.edu/topics/senior-citizen-waiver/
https://registrar.gmu.edu/topics/senior-citizen-waiver/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/Ereg/Registration.aspx?groupID=16
https://registrar.gmu.edu/topics/senior-citizen-waiver/
mailto:erica.wrenn@fairfaxcounty.gov?subject=Helping%20Hands%20Stroke%20Club
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Community Meeting on September 16 to Discuss Proposed Addition 

to Burke Health and Rehabilitation Center  
 

The Burke Health and Rehabilitation 

Center, located at 9640 Burke Lake Road, 
Burke, has applied to add 68 beds to the 

facility in an approximately 25,000-

square foot, two-story addition. A 
rezoning from the R-1 to the R-3 District 

would be required to increase the floor 
area ratio (density), and a Special 

Exception Amendment would be 
necessary to permit modifications to 

previously approved site and 
development conditions to allow for the 

construction of a building addition. 
 

The existing 120-bed medical care facility offers short- and long-term post-surgery care, 
cardiac and stroke care, and other skilled nursing services to both the public and 

residents of the adjacent Heatherwood Retirement Community, through which it is 
accessed. The Center is located on a 7.65-acre parcel of land that is Zoned R-1 and 

contains Resource Protection Area, Environmental Quality Corridor, and floodplain.  

 
The proposed building addition would be attached to the southeast portion of the 

building where parking currently exists. The architecture would match the existing 
building. Ten new parking spaces would be added, to be accessed by the existing travel 

aisle in front of the site. The total provided parking of 89 spaces would exceed the 
minimum of 63 spaces that is required by the Zoning Ordinance. No other site changes 

are proposed.  
 

This application has been referred to the Health Care Advisory Board (HCAB), which will 
hold a public meeting on Monday, September 9, at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting will be held 

Land Use & Development 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & HEARINGS 
 

Community Meeting on Proposed Expansion of Burke Health and 

Rehabilitation Center 
• September 16 at 7:00 p.m. – virtual 

 
Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee Meeting 

• September 17 at 7:30 p.m. – virtual 
     **NOTE TIME CHANGE 
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at the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, 
in Room 232 and via Zoom. The HCAB reviews applications for medical care facilities 

from a health care rather than a land use perspective, using criteria such as community 
and medical need, access to care, cost, quality, and continuity of care.  The HCAB will 

make recommendations regarding the proposal to the Planning Commission and to the 
Board of Supervisors. Questions may be directed to HCAB staff at (703) 246-8679. 

 
Zoom link | Password: 607690 

or via telephone (888) 270-9936 | Conference Code 4401533 
 

Supervisor Walkinshaw will hold a virtual community meeting on this application on 
Monday, September 16 from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. The applicant will make a brief 

presentation followed by an opportunity for questions and comments. Those who are 
interested in learning more about Burke Health and Rehabilitation Center’s proposal are 

encouraged to attend. Join online or by phone: (571) 429-5982, Phone Conference ID: 

212 705 754#. 
Teams link  

Meeting ID: 264 441 731 000 | Passcode: muFRLm 
 

The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee visited the site in July and 

will discuss the application at their September 17 meeting. A Planning Commission 
hearing has been scheduled for November 20. A hearing before the Board of Supervisors 

has not yet been scheduled. 
 

The full application, staff report, development conditions, and other information on this 
BZA case are available on the PLUS website. If the link doesn’t take you directly to the 

application, select the “Zoning” tab and enter the application number, RZ-2024-BR-
00001, in the search box on the right side. Click on the magnifying glass and you will 

see the application. Click on the “Record Info” arrow on the left and then click on 
“Attachments” in the drop-down menu. The most recent documents will be at the end of 

the list.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84840754425?pwd=cDjMayEvBmIOE54Ea3Klu9ZaDPb6rc.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84840754425?pwd=cDjMayEvBmIOE54Ea3Klu9ZaDPb6rc.1
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_YjNhYjU3NDgtYzBjNS00YjYwLThiNWYtNmNlZjhiOThlNDE2%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252266e77401-f3dc-45de-b772-8b8e16f2dcc7%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=e455ca3e-2b78-4c0d-a79e-62c31c7e7ba0&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_YjNhYjU3NDgtYzBjNS00YjYwLThiNWYtNmNlZjhiOThlNDE2%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252266e77401-f3dc-45de-b772-8b8e16f2dcc7%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=e455ca3e-2b78-4c0d-a79e-62c31c7e7ba0&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=004NJ&agencyCode=FFX&IsToShowInspection=
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Board of Supervisors Hearing on Data Center Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment Rescheduled for September 10 
 
On July 16, the Board of Supervisors held a public hearing regarding proposed changes 

to the Zoning Ordinance related to data centers. More than 60 speakers presented a 
wide range of opinions. All testimony given on July 16 will be included in the public 

record, but due to an advertising error, a new public hearing will be held on September 
10. 

 
The proposed changes to the Zoning 

Ordinance seek to, among other things: 
 

■ Limit the size of data centers and where 

they can be built "by right," or without 

explicit Board of Supervisors approval. 

■ Require noise studies and noise 
mitigation to ensure compliance with the 

County’s existing Noise Ordinance. 

■ Impose design standards to improve the aesthetics of data centers. 

■ Require screening/enclosure of equipment such as HVAC units and generators. 

■ Ensure appropriate distance or "setbacks" from residential neighborhoods. 

 

Virginia law limits the issues that can be addressed through the Zoning Ordinance, and 
additional considerations such as energy use and efficiency will be the focus of ongoing 

work to update the Policy Plan in the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 
County staff's reports from January 9 and May 17 provide detailed analysis of data 

centers' impact and recommended policy changes. Additional information and recordings 
of past community meetings are available on the Data Centers webpage. 

 

Braddock District Land Use &  
Environment Committee Meeting 

 
The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee will hold a 

virtual meeting on Tuesday, September 17, at 7:30 p.m. Please 
note the change in starting time. The agenda will include a 

presentation on the Burke Health and Rehabilitation Center application 
and updates on other pending Braddock District land use cases and 

related proposals.  
 

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee meetings are 
open to the public and interested residents are encouraged to 

participate. Join online or by phone: (571) 429-5982, Phone 

Conference ID: 730 922 969#. 
 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/data-centers-report.pdf#page=1
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/data-centers-staff-report.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/data-centers
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmQ4Yjc0MTItZDczYy00MzEwLWFkNjktNzJhODg3MWVjYTI4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c532aaa-4f05-4e8d-9655-9ace3db48ba8%22%7d
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Upcoming Community Meetings on Proposed Zoning Ordinance 
Amendments and Regulations 
 

Contractor’s Office, Shop, and Construction Vehicles 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
The Department of Planning and Development will be holding 

the second of two virtual community meetings regarding a 
potential Zoning Ordinance Amendment impacting 

Contractor's Offices, Shops, Construction Vehicles, and 
Storage Yards on Tuesday, September 10, at 7:00 p.m. Topics 

that will be discussed during the meeting include: 

■ Updating to current use-specific standards for 
Contractor's Offices and Shops 

■ Permitting increased outdoor storage related to 

Contractor's Offices and Shops in the C-8, I-3, and I-4 

Districts 

■ Defining construction vehicles and equipment 

■ Regulating where construction vehicles and equipment 

may be stored 

■ Expanding permissions for Storage Yards located in the I-3 and I-4 Districts 

The draft text of this proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment, additional information, 

and meeting link are available on the Contractor's Office, Shop and Construction 

Vehicles amendment webpage. 

Accessible Parking Zoning Ordinance Amendment 

On September 26, 2023, the Board of 
Supervisors approved a Board Matter 

directing staff to evaluate the effect of 

newly adopted parking regulations 
(Parking Reimagined) on accessible 

parking supply. Following this Board 
Matter, staff from Land Development 

Services and the Department of Planning 
and Development completed in-field parking demand surveys, research, meetings with 

industry stakeholders and advocacy groups, and an online survey of accessible parking 
users. On July 23, 2024, staff presented a report of their findings to the Board’s Land 

Use Policy Committee. In response to this presentation, the Board directed staff to 
draft a Zoning Ordinance Amendment that ensures stability in the supply of accessible 

parking. A second virtual community meeting to discuss this potential Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment is scheduled for Wednesday, September 18, at 7:00 p.m. More 

information about the upcoming amendment and a meeting link are available on the 
Accessible Parking amendment webpage. 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/construction-vehicles?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/construction-vehicles?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhaXJmYXhjb3VudHkuZ292L3BsYW5uaW5nLWRldmVsb3BtZW50L3NpdGVzL3BsYW5uaW5nLWRldmVsb3BtZW50L2ZpbGVzL0Fzc2V0cy9Eb2N1bWVudHMvem9uaW5nJTIwb3JkaW5hbmNlL3Byb3Bvc2VkJTIwYW1lbmRtZW50cy9hY2Nlc3NpYmxlLXBhcmtpbmcvYm9hcmQtbWF0dGVyLWFjY2Vzc2libGUtcGFya2luZy5wZGY_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDgxNS45OTEwNDEzMSJ9.bwqd6rjXEr_LaXZjw0VtLXM1D3XLorcpH1B11BrEbgg%2Fs%2F2933545666%2Fbr%2F247512711375-l&data=05%7C02%7CMarcia.PapeDaniels%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7Ccb38697400354d07fafc08dcbd66eee7%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638593497000882617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bYG7ciBW78cF71zl89HmKQXDsbWgEJPtor8YN6p0YFA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhaXJmYXhjb3VudHkuZ292L3BsYW5uaW5nLWRldmVsb3BtZW50L3pvbmluZy1vcmRpbmFuY2UvcGFya2luZy1yZWltYWdpbmVkP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA4MTUuOTkxMDQxMzEifQ.BjCZZPwrO6ncrCpzeyTXBTZLIzS1KMazM3B98iNSDr0%2Fs%2F2933545666%2Fbr%2F247512711375-l&data=05%7C02%7CMarcia.PapeDaniels%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7Ccb38697400354d07fafc08dcbd66eee7%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638593497000889203%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DLepJ10uvBCsi%2B3o2ttru6T4w7P%2FkcezfdTDrcLxSBk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhaXJmYXhjb3VudHkuZ292L3BsYW5uaW5nLWRldmVsb3BtZW50L3NpdGVzL3BsYW5uaW5nLWRldmVsb3BtZW50L2ZpbGVzL0Fzc2V0cy9Eb2N1bWVudHMvem9uaW5nJTIwb3JkaW5hbmNlL3Byb3Bvc2VkJTIwYW1lbmRtZW50cy9hY2Nlc3NpYmxlLXBhcmtpbmcvNi0yNS0yMDI0LUJPUy1tZW1vLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwODE1Ljk5MTA0MTMxIn0.fmCH1bu_zMO5-RV-nY3ocF1avevt4M8ayfzZXqePl-k%2Fs%2F2933545666%2Fbr%2F247512711375-l&data=05%7C02%7CMarcia.PapeDaniels%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7Ccb38697400354d07fafc08dcbd66eee7%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638593497000895580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fZ5e9M4MYYJ5rYVDO268h82Fkm4UgbFKdh6kh26lGpI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhaXJmYXhjb3VudHkuZ292L2JvYXJkb2ZzdXBlcnZpc29ycy9zaXRlcy9ib2FyZG9mc3VwZXJ2aXNvcnMvZmlsZXMvQXNzZXRzL0RvY3VtZW50cy9QREYvSnVseTIzX0xhbmRfVXNlX1BvbGljeV9QYXJraW5nX1ByZXNlbnRhdGlvbi5wZGY_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDgxNS45OTEwNDEzMSJ9.L1NJfP3TebZTZNGsrxd_GI_hG7OKI-abAEVUZdi0Rgo%2Fs%2F2933545666%2Fbr%2F247512711375-l&data=05%7C02%7CMarcia.PapeDaniels%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7Ccb38697400354d07fafc08dcbd66eee7%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638593497000901940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=URrRI56y8QTCpRl7MDfBkyVojma0x%2FkRWBSxNudXor8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/accessible-parking?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
 

25 
 

Proposed Changes to Special Events Regulations 
Are you interested in learning more about 

the County's proposed changes to the 
existing special events regulations? Join 

County staff at one of two upcoming 
virtual community meetings to learn 

more. The meetings are scheduled 
for Tuesday, September 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

and Wednesday, September 25 at 12:00 
p.m. This proposal includes recommended changes to increase flexibility and remove 

unnecessary impediments and time limits for temporary special events. In addition, 
potential changes to the existing Food Truck standards will also be discussed. 

For more information about the upcoming amendment, and for links to scheduled virtual 
meetings, visit the Special Events – Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
webpage.mailto:  

 

 

Cases Filed with the Board of Zoning Appeals 
The Fairfax County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and makes decisions on 

requests for variances (relief from specific zoning regulations such as lot width, building 
height, or minimum yard requirements) and Special Use Permits. It meets on 

Wednesdays beginning at 9:00 a.m. BZA meetings are aired live on the County 
government's cable TV Channel 16. Residents with concerns about an application are 

encouraged to submit a letter for the record or testify at the hearing on the case in 
person, by telephone, or by pre-submitted video. For information on how to submit 

comments or testify, please visit the Board of Zoning Appeals website. These 
matters will not come before the Board of Supervisors but will be decided by the BZA. 

Staff reports are normally available online one week before the scheduled hearing. 
 

Access to information on BZA cases is available through the Planning and Land Use 
System, or PLUS. This system allows users to create and submit applications online, pay 

fees, track the status of applications, and receive electronic notifications. It also offers 
more information to the public than the previous system and does so in real time. Visit 

the PLUS website for more information on this land use platform. 

 
➢ Yangxin Ou & Yu Tan – 4309 Holly Lane, Annandale 

VC-2024-BR-00006 
The applicants are requesting a Variance to allow an increase in permitted building 

height for a single-family detached dwelling above the allowable 35 feet in height. 
The BZA hearing on this application was held on July 25. The BZA voted to 

continue the hearing to September 18 to address technical questions. Information, 
including a map of the site and staff report, may be found on the PLUS website.  

➢ Victoria Tringali – 5507 Ravenel Lane, Springfield 
SP-2024-BR-00067 

The applicant is requesting modifications to the provisions for the keeping of 
animals to allow 8 chickens on this 0.24-acre property. This application has been 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/special-events?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/special-events?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/channel_16_live_stream.htm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/board-zoning-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/plus
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=00HHG&agencyCode=FFX
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scheduled for a BZA hearing on September 11. Information, including a map of the 
site and staff report, may be found on the PLUS website. 

 
➢ Gonzalo Alberto Acha Garcia – 7517 Hamlet Street, Springfield 

SP-2022-BR-00132 
The applicant is requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 

addition (carport enclosure) 6.6 feet from the southeast side lot line. The BZA 
hearing on this application has been administratively moved to October 2. 

Information, including a map of the site and staff report, when available, may be 
found on the PLUS website. 

 
➢ John C. Shaw III – 7422 Axton Street, Springfield 

SP-2024-BR-00071 
The applicant is requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 

addition (garage) 9.3 feet from the northwest side lot line. This application has 

been scheduled for a BZA hearing on October 23. Information, including a map of 
the site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website.  

 
➢ Kayla A. Robison & Vitality Integrated Physical Therapy, LLC – 5509 

Sideburn Road, Fairfax 
SP-2024-BR-00052 

The applicant is requesting to allow a Home-Based Business (physical therapy 
practice) and to permit an increase in fence height in the front yard. This 

application has been scheduled for a BZA hearing on October 30. Information, 
including a map of the site and staff report, when available, may be found on the 

PLUS website. 
 

➢ Mary C. Durgala – 8800 Nero Street, Annandale 
 SP-2024-BR-00048 

The applicant is requesting a reduction in setback requirements to permit an 

addition (sunroom) 19.6 feet from the rear lot line.  This applicant has been 
scheduled for a BZA hearing on November 20.  Information, including a map of the 

site and staff report, when available, may be found on the PLUS website. 
 

➢ Nidia I. Zavala Galdamez & Ismael Mendoza – 6305 Gormley Place, 
Springfield 

SP-2024-BR-00021 
The applicants are requesting a reduction in setback requirements based on an 

error in building location to permit an addition to remain 7.1 feet from the 
northwest side lot line. This application has been scheduled for a BZA hearing on 

December 4. Information, including a map of the site and staff report, when 
available, may be found on the PLUS website. 

 
 

If you have questions regarding these land use cases or any other issues of concern to 

you, please email braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov or call the Braddock District office at 
(703) 425-9300.  

https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=012CP&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC22&capID2=00000&capID3=00B4Q&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=0162L&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=00WS2&agencyCode=FFX
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=00V31&agencyCode=FFX&IsToShowInspection=
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Zoning&TabName=Zoning&capID1=REC24&capID2=00000&capID3=00BK0&agencyCode=FFX
mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov

