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George Mason University “Innovation
District”
Could
Have
Far-Reaching
Community Impacts
On May 22-24, 2017, George Mason University hosted a three-day strategic
campus-planning workshop and invited community members to participate
in the University’s process of exploring options for the future use of the West
Campus (Mason’s property west of Route 123). This was promoted as the
“Fairfax West Campus Vision.”
At the workshop, Mason unveiled a proposal to build an “innovation
district.” Such districts, by the Brookings Institution definition, are
geographic areas where leading-edge anchor institutions and companies
cluster and connect with start-ups, business incubators, and accelerators.
Several of these districts have been built on college campuses, and Mason is
considering this innovation district model for the expansion of its Fairfax
Campus. The district could contain numerous additional buildings, hundreds
of small businesses, an undetermined number of additional students,
commercial and retail establishments, and other amenities. Mason envisions
Campus Drive, recently built as a transportation bypass to the busy Braddock
Road – Route 123 intersection, as a new “main street.” The district would
straddle Route 123 and perhaps lower the speed limit to permit more
pedestrian use across this busy thoroughfare.

Supervisor Cook has served on the
Fairfax
County Board
of
Supervisors since 2009 and lives
in Kings Park with his wife and six
children.

This proposal is striking in its innovation and economic potential, but should be of concern to those who live in
the communities surrounding Mason’s Fairfax campus. While Mason faces unique challenges with its location,
and seeks to provide amenities to its students, campus growth must be harmonious with the thoughts and input of
the surrounding community. The proposed plan is not consistent with the County’s comprehensive plan (although
Mason, as a state entity, is exempt from following county zoning.) At the Board of Supervisors meeting of June
6, I asked county staff, including planning and zoning and transportation staff, to review this proposal and report
back to the Board within 90 days on its potential impact to the surrounding communities and to the county’s
transportation planning. The Board unanimously supported this request.
Until then, I will continue to research the potential impacts this proposal may have on the surrounding community,
if implemented. I plan to take this matter to the Fairfax Campus Advisory Board, and if it continues to move
forward, will make sure there are sufficient opportunities for community input. If you would like to provide your
feedback on this proposal, I encourage you to contact my office at 703-425-9300 or email
braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov.
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Fairfax County’s 275th Anniversary
Fairfax County was founded in 1742, and to mark this historic
occasion, a signature celebration will be held on the Historic Fairfax
Courthouse grounds (4000 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030)
on Saturday, June 17, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Entertainment will
include family-friendly activities, history exhibits, performances,
and more! More information about this event can be found online,
and a flyer can be found on the last page of this newsletter.

This Month in the
Braddock Beacon…
Cook in the Community –
Page 3

I-66 Toll Lane Ramps Design
Community Meeting Scheduled

Braddock Neighborhood
News – Page 4

On May 9, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)
presented outlines of new designs for toll lane ramps to and from
Interstate 66 to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. A
proposal of interest to residents of the Random Hills area
introduced access from the regular I-66 lanes to the toll lanes near
U.S. 50. Supervisor Cook would like all Braddock residents to
know that they have the opportunity to learn more about these
designs at a public meeting in the cafeteria of Oakton High School
(2900 Sutton Road, Vienna) on June 12. The meeting will take
place from 6-8:30 p.m. A brief presentation will begin at 7 p.m.,
followed by a question and answer session. The final formal public
hearing will be scheduled this fall after design plans are refined.

Community Information –
Page 5

Supervisor Cook to Host Braddock
District “Battle of the Bands”
Supervisor Cook will host the Braddock District “Battle of the
Bands” Festival this summer on Sunday, July 16 at 3 p.m. This
event will take place at Lakeside Park by Royal Lake (5216
Pommeroy Dr. Fairfax, VA 22032). Supervisor Cook’s office is
looking for amateur and professional bands to compete! A flyer
for this event can be found at the end of this issue of the Braddock
Beacon, or online.

Braddock Neighbor of the
Month - Page 7
Human Services Corner –
Page 7
Environmental Update –
Page 8
Land Use Update – Page 8
Event Flyers – Page 11

Braddock Rd. Community Meeting June
26
The final Braddock Road community meeting will be held on June
26 at 6:30 p.m. at the Lake Braddock Secondary School cafeteria.
At 6:30, there will be an open house, with Fairfax County
Department of Transportation (FCDOT) staff available for
questions. At 7:30 p.m., there will be a presentation on the
Braddock Road Study with an emphasis on options for parking.
The community is urged to attend and provide input on this
important subject.
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Cook in the Community
On May 4, Supervisor Cook joined Fairfax
City leaders in the Fairfax City Hall for a
George Mason University Fairfax Campus
Advisory Board (FCAB) meeting.
On May 5, Supervisor Cook attended the
Police Department’s Annual Rose Garden
Ceremony at the Massey Building, which
honored the fallen officers of Fairfax County.
On May 6, Supervisor Cook attended the Life
with Cancer Lobster Extravaganza, a
fundraiser which supports the Life with
Cancer Center.
On May 9, Supervisor Cook helped cut the
ribbon on the new Union Bank & Trust
location at 5803 Rolling Road.
On May 10, Supervisor Cook attended the
Youth For Tomorrow Burgundy & Gold
Banquet, which aims to help teenage boys
and girls who were experiencing traumatic
circumstances.

On May 19, Supervisor Cook joined Marian Homes representatives
for a ribbon cutting and opening of a new home, which will provide
homes for intellectually disabled women.

On May 11, Supervisor Cook
joined National Association
of
Counties
(NACO)
representatives
at
the
Merrifield Center for a
productive
meeting
on
numerous county issues,
including Diversion First.
On May 19, Supervisor Cook
joined
Marian
Homes
representatives for a ribbon
cutting and opening of a new
home, which will house
intellectually
disabled
women.

On May 27, Supervisor Cook joined members of the Brandywine Pool Association for the
Pool's 50th Birthday.
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On May 22, Supervisor Cook attended the Celebrate Fairfax Festival
Kickoff and presented an award to Andrea Michael, a Braddock
student very involved in her community and school.
On May 22, Supervisor Cook hosted the Ad Hoc Police Practices
Review Commission Recommendations Community Meeting,
where members of the public were invited to share their thoughts
regarding the status of police reengineering efforts in in Fairfax.
On May 23, Supervisor Cook hosted a community meeting on the
Freds Oak Stormwater-Wastewater Consolidation proposal at the
Ponds Community Center.
On May 24, Supervisor Cook joined state and local officials at the
Truro Community Center for the Truro Town Hall event.
On May 27, Supervisor Cook joined members of the Brandywine
Pool Association for the Pool's 50th Birthday.
On May 29, Supervisor Cook attended the VFW Burke Memorial
Day Observance, where he helped pay homage to those who have
fallen serving our nation. (Pictured)
On May 31, Supervisor Cook joined county police officers, other
public safety officials, and Supervisor Storck at the Mount Vernon
Public Safety Town Hall Event.

Braddock Neighborhood News
Supervisor Cook hosts a monthly television
show, Braddock Neighborhood News, on
Fairfax County Channel 16, which is
available on most cable networks. Supervisor
Cook invites topical guests to share pertinent
and informative items with the viewers.
Each year, Fairfax County recognizes its most
outstanding citizens at the “Lord and Lady
Fairfax” awards ceremony. Each supervisor
is invited to nominate two of his or her
neighbors for this award. These folks have
shown exemplary characteristics and
dedication to their community as a whole.
To discuss the Lord and Lady Fairfax Awards,
Supervisor Cook invited the 2017 Braddock
Lord and Lady Fairfax winners, Kevin Morse
and Mary Cortina, to come on BNN and talk
about what makes community involvement
so important.
The shows air throughout the month and can
be seen Sundays at 5 p.m., Wednesdays at 7
p.m. and Fridays at 5 p.m.
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Community Information
Braddock Lord and Lady Fairfax
Each year, the supervisor from each of the County’s
magisterial district’s is invited to nominate a Lord and Lady
Fairfax- individuals who have shown tremendous dedication
to their neighbors through community involvement. This
year, Supervisor Cook nominated Braddock residents Kevin
Morse and Mary Cortina to receive this honor.
Congratulations Mary and Kevin!

Mary Cortina
Mary Cortina grew up in West Springfield and has been an
active volunteer in the Braddock District for two
decades. She currently serves as the Vice Chair of the Fairfax
County Park Authority Board. An at-large member since
2013, Ms. Cortina chairs the Strategic Planning and Budget
Committees and serves as the liaison for volunteer groups and
trails. Ms. Cortina served on the Chesapeake Bay
Preservation Ordinance Exception Review Committee from
2007-2015 and on the Braddock District Land Use Task
Force for several years previous to that.
In the early 2000’s, she lead a Burke Centre Conservancy task
force that participated in designing the county’s Virginia This year, Supervisor Cook nominated Braddock
Railway Express (VRE) garage and improving residents Kevin Morse and Mary Cortina to receive
pedestrian/bicycle access to the VRE from Burke the Lord and Lady Fairfax award. Congratulations
neighborhoods. Ms. Cortina’s other volunteer service over Mary and Kevin!
the years has included the Women in Technology Education
Foundation, the Burke Centre Wildlife Committee, SpringMar Preschool fundraising, Wakefield Forest PTA and her local Truro community. A graduate of George Mason
University, Ms. Cortina was formerly the E-Commerce Director for the National Railroad Passenger
Corporation’s Amtrak.com and IT Director for The National Wildlife Federation.

Kevin Morse
A Fairfax County resident since 1982, Kevin Morse has gifted much of his time to county efforts, including his
work as President of Woodwalk Condominiums and the Braddock Representative on the Fairfax County
Transportation Advisory Commission. He is also the Chairman of the Braddock Road Task Force, a citizen task
force formed in 2014 to review and recommend improvements to Braddock Road from Guinea Road to I-495.
Mr. Morse also previously served as Treasurer of the Braddock District Council and as a member of the Burke
Centre VRE Station Garage Committee, as well as several other committees in Burke Centre and the Braddock
District.
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Pedestrian Improvements at Burke Center Parkway & Marshall
Pond 50% Complete
Fairfax County’s Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) application at Terra Centre Elementary School was selected
by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to receive $150,000 in funding for major pedestrian
improvements. The funding will provide pedestrian improvements to the median refuge island and narrow the
travel lanes to shorten crossing distances at the intersection of Burke Centre Parkway and Marshall Pond
Road/Schoolhouse Woods Road, near Terra Centre Elementary School. The Fairfax County Department of
Public Works (DPW) has reported that the project is 50% complete. The milling, paving, and permanent line
markings are the major activities that remain. These should be completed in June.

Code Compliance Corner
The topic for the June edition of Code Compliance Corner is Accessory Storage Structures. Did you know that
the Zoning Ordinance regulates the location of all storage structures and that a Building Permit may be required
to assure that it is located within required setbacks and meets required height restrictions? If you feel that a
storage structure has been constructed too close to your property line or it exceeds 8.5’ in height, or if it has been
constructed without the appropriate building permits, you may contact DCC to file a complaint.

High School Graduation Dates Available
High School graduation dates for Fairfax County are available at the end of this edition of the Braddock Beacon.
All Braddock high school and secondary school graduation ceremonies will take place at Eagle Bank Arena (4500
Patriot Cir, Fairfax, VA 22030). The Braddock District school graduation dates are as follows: Lake Braddock
Secondary School will have its graduation on June 19 at 9:30 a.m., Robinson Secondary School will host its on
June 15 at 9:30 a.m., and W.T. Woodson High School will host its on Tuesday, June 20 at 2 p.m.

Supervisor Cook Honors
Braddock District
Community Spirit Scholar
On May 22, Supervisor Cook attended the
Celebrate Fairfax Festival Kickoff and
helped honor Braddock student Andrea
Michael, who received a Community Spirit
Scholar Award. Andrea is very involved in
her community and school. Andrea Michael,
a Thomas Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology senior, has made a lasting
impact on her school and community.
As the Vice President of TJ UNICEF, Lead
Facilitator of Kids Are Scientists Too
(KAST), and a tutor and General Manager of Supervisor Cook presented a Community Spirit Scholar Award to
Braddock resident and Thomas Jefferson student Andrea Michael.
Crescendo Music Education, Andrea shows
her desire to help others learn music theory and performance, STEM topics, all while creating an awareness of
children’s rights and issues by leading weekly sessions and aid activities such as sandwich making for local
shelters and fundraising. Andrea will be attending the University of Pittsburgh (Honors College) in the fall, and
will be pursuing a degree in Astronomy. Good luck Andrea!
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Braddock
Neighbor
the Month
Human
ServicesofCorner
The Braddock Neighbor for the month of June is Gary Klinger! Gary
has contributed immensely to his community and to the world around
him by involving himself in many projects that aim to help his
neighbors.
Gary helps his community by actively facilitating Boy Scout activities
and projects, as well as feeding and clothing his neighbors in need
through St. Stephen’s church.
Gary has been known to advocate on behalf of those at risk, and is
always there, always working hard, and always giving of himself for
the good of the whole community. St. Stephen's UMC offers two
monthly distributions of free and fresh food to their neighbors. At
these events, Gary also serves as a ride for one of the most stalwart
volunteers, John Elam, an adult leader in the ministry who happens to
be disabled. Good job Gary, and thank you for your service to the
community!
If you would like to nominate one of your neighbors for their
service to the community, contact Supervisor Cook’s Office at
703-425-9300 or email braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Human Services Corner
Supervisor Cook’s Office Accepting Donations of Toiletries and
other Comfort Items
Supervisor Cook’s office is accepting donations for Comfort Cases, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization which
provides toiletries and other comfort items to children 0-18 who are in foster care. This project is being
spearheaded in the Braddock District by 12 year old Jake Arbeen, who has autism and ADHD. Jake wants to
show people that kids, even kids with disabilities, can help other kids! Jake is looking for the type of toiletries
you might get when you stay in a hotel: shampoos, soaps, body lotion, etc. If you’ve ever traveled and brought
those items home to stick in a drawer, please think about dropping them off at our office, 9002 Burke Lake Road,
Burke, VA 22015 between the weekday hours of 9 – 5 pm.

Burke Historical Society June Events
Tue., Jun. 13, 7:00 p.m.; Burke Centre Library; Research Seminar: “Using the Washington Library at Mount
Vernon”
Staff from the Washington Library at Mount Vernon will describe the resources available and procedures for
researchers at this archive, accompanied by some replica documents from their collection.
Sat., Jun. 17, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.; Historic Fairfax Courthouse; Fairfax County’s 275th Birthday Party
Fairfax County will celebrate its anniversary throughout the day, with a variety of exhibits, living-history
interpreters, and performances. Please join the fun and visit the Burke Historical Society’s table!
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Sat., Jun. 24, 1:00–2:00 p.m.; Field Trip: Washington Library, Mount Vernon
For this members-only field trip, there will be a tour of Mount Vernon’s Fred W. Smith National Library for the
Study of George Washington, including viewings of rare documents from the collections and a look at George
Washington’s personal library.
Sun., Jun. 25, 3:30 p.m.; Pohick Regional Library; General Meeting: “A Quick Ride through Fairfax History”
2017 marks Fairfax County’s 275th Anniversary, with the flagship events happening this month. To honor the
occasion, Susan Gray, Curator of the Fairfax Museum, will present an overview of the County’s history.

Summer Reading Adventure for Kids
From June 23 through September 2, kids can read over their summer and earn great prizes! To participate, kids
or parents should register online beginning June 23, complete a paper or online reading log and read either 15, 10
or five books depending on their age, and then visit a library by September 2 to pick up a coupon book. You can
then use the coupons to play mini-golf, eat ice cream, and more! For more information, visit the library website.

Environmental Update
Royal Lake Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on June 19
A ribbon cutting ceremony has been scheduled for Monday, June 19, 6:00 p.m., at Lakeside Park, to officially
celebrate the completion of the Royal Lake dredging project. In addition to Supervisor Cook, we expect
Chairman Sharon Bulova and representatives from the Park Authority, Department of Public Works and
Environmental Services, Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District, and Friends of Royal Lake to
be in attendance. Please come join in marking this milestone.
Dredging at Royal Lake began in June 2016 and was recently completed ahead of schedule. Approximately
80,000 cubic yards of sediment was removed, 20,000 cubic yards more than originally planned. The project
included stream restoration, lake restoration, landscaping (some of which will be completed this fall when the
weather is cooler), and upgrades to the lake’s structure, including forebays to help prevent sediment from going
into the lake and reduce the need for future dredging. The lake will be restocked with native fish in stages over
the next couple of years.

Land Use Update
Community Meeting on Stormwater/Wastewater Consolidated
Facility at Freds Oak Road
Supervisor Cook held a community meeting on May 23 to discuss a proposed consolidation of the county’s
Stormwater Planning Division, Maintenance and Stormwater Management Division, and Wastewater Collection
Division operations on two parcels of land located at Freds Oak Road and the Fairfax County Parkway. One
parcel is currently occupied by the Wastewater Collection Division and the adjacent second property is owned by
Virginia Concrete. The facility would provide efficiencies by consolidating administrative offices and meeting
rooms, locker rooms, testing and analysis labs, maintenance shops, industrial shops, warehousing space, service
vehicle parking, fuel dispensing, and equipment and material storage yards. The proposed facility would house
administrative offices and storage, not actual treatment operations.
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Representatives from the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES) presented the
community with an overview of the proposal and showed three possible layouts. Residents then had an
opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. While some questions were about lighting and noise, the
majority focused on traffic. Concerns raised included hours of operation, how the new facility would be accessed,
effects on neighborhood traffic, and the safety and feasibility of making left turns from Freds Oak Road onto the
Fairfax County Parkway.
DPWES has taken the issues raised by the community and is working to gather more information, particularly
with regard to the traffic analysis. They will also provide additional metrics so residents can better understand
what is being considered for the site and the impacts on those who live nearby. A second community meeting
will be scheduled during the summer to answer the questions raised at the May meeting and to further discuss the
proposal for the combined facility. A community walk will also be arranged so residents can better understand
the screening that would be provided, cutoff lighting to be used, and measures to limit noise.
Because this is a proposed county government facility, the proposal will be considered under the 2232 Review
Process. Under this process, a public hearing will be held before the Planning Commission. Following the public
hearing, the Planning Commission will determine if the proposal is in substantial accord with the county’s
Comprehensive Plan and approve, deny, or defer decision. The proposal will not go before the Board of
Supervisors for consideration. However, Supervisor Cook is hosting these informational meetings because of the
potential impacts on the community. Please look for information on dates, times, and locations for the second
community meeting and neighborhood walk in an upcoming Advisory.

Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee
The Braddock District Land Use and Environment Committee is a volunteer, independent, and nonpartisan group
whose purpose is to review all proposals for modifying existing land use in the Braddock District. The Committee
also looks at stormwater and other environmental regulations. It then offers recommendations to Supervisor Cook
and Planning Commissioner Hurley.
If you are interested in getting involved with others in the community to review proposals related to land use and
environmental matters, including stormwater and tree preservation, you should consider joining the Braddock
District Land Use and Environment Committee. Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30
p.m. in Braddock Hall. Committee meetings are open to the public and citizens are invited to attend. More
information and an application for membership can be found on the Braddock District website. The Committee’s
next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 20.

Community Council on Land Use Engagement Issues Its Final
Report
The Community Council on Land Use Engagement, which was charged with producing a set of recommendations
to improve Fairfax County’s public outreach and community engagement in the land use and development
process, published its final report on June 8. Members of the council included citizens, community association
representatives, land use committee members, representatives of developers, and county staff. We particularly
thank the Braddock District representatives who served on the Council: Robert Cain, Sherry Fisher, Sandra Lukic
Dapoigny, Kevin O’Neill, and Vincent Picciano, as well as Mark O’Meara, who also participated with the group.
The Council noted that the existing citizen engagement process works well in areas where there are active civic
and homeowner associations and land use committees. In areas without such associations, or in multi-family or
condominium communities without a single point of contact, it has not worked as well. The Council also cited
numerous challenges to increasing citizen engagement in the land use process, including competing demands on
citizens’ time and attention, an emphasis on technical expertise for most county staff involved in land use matters
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(as opposed to an emphasis on communications), the sheer size of the County and districts and resulting
geographic limitations, and legal restrictions on community engagement such as those resulting from the recently
enacted proffer bill in Richmond.
The report contains 21 recommendations on which the group reached consensus divided into three main
categories: communication, engagement, and education. In general, the Council recommended that the county
better utilize all forms of communication. Traditional forms, including direct mail, newspaper, newsletters, and
legal postings (the yellow signs) should be more targeted and clearly written. Other forms of communications,
such as email, the FairfaxCounty.gov website, Channel 16, and third-party services like Nextdoor, also offer
opportunities to broaden participation. The report recommends that emphasis should be placed on sending
better—not necessarily more—information in a timely manner.
The council recommended that the County create a geographically targeted system which would allow residents
to sign up to receive land use information specific to their community. It also suggested exploring technological
solutions that would allow residents to access and engage in meetings remotely. Revisions to the county website
were proposed which would make it easier to find land use information for specific locations and to submit
comments. An ongoing Land Use 101 Academy was also supported to help educate citizens on the complicated
land use process. More information on the Council can be found online.

Zoning Ordinance Modernization Project Underway
The county has launched a major initiative to modernize its 40-year-old zoning ordinance. “zMod” is intended to
ensure that the zoning ordinance is able to respond to changing circumstances and accommodate uses that we
don’t know about today but will be here in the future—emerging trends such as pop-up retail or makerspaces.
Key zoning ordinance amendments will be identified for updates. The ordinance will also be reformatted and
restructured to make it more user friendly.
As part of the first phase, these areas have been identified for consideration: Streamlining the minor modifications
provisions to make them more flexible, allowing the county to better react to changing needs or market conditions;
combining uses of similar impact into broader categories for consistency and ease of use, such as creating a
general category for eating establishments, fast casual, and fast food; updating regulations relating to signage;
and updating the regulations for planned development housing (PDH) districts.
Community outreach will be a key part of this project. A Citizens’ Working Group is being created to review
proposals. The Economic Advisory Commission’s Implementation Committee and Northern Virginia Builders
Association will also be involved in providing input. Public meetings will be scheduled on specific amendments
for county residents to get more specific information and provide comments. We will keep you updated as this
process moves forward.
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Braddock Nights Summer 2017 Schedule
Lake Accotink Park
(7500 Accotink Park Road, Springfield, VA 22152)

August

July
7

Shenandoah Run (Folk)

4

Kings Park Band (Concert Band)

14

The NOVA Annandale Symphony Orchestra
(Summer Pops)

11

The Nitehawks Swing (Big Band)

18

City of Fairfax Band "Alte Kameraden
German Band" (German)

21

City of Fairfax "Concert Band" (Concert
Band)

28

Linwood Taylor (Texas Swing Blues)

Rutherford Park
(4710 Guinea Road, Fairfax, VA 22032)

July

August

7

Orquesta Tropikiimba (Latin)

4

Gina DeSimone
(Blues/Swing)

14

David Bach Consort (Jazz)

21
28

Cool McFinn (Irish/Folk)

11

Barefoot Movement (Bluegrass)

Little Red & The Renegades (Zydeco)

18

King Teddy (Swing)
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Moaners
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