
 
 

Response to Questions on the 2016 LOBs 
 

Request By: Supervisor Gross Relevant LOB(s): LOB #220 
 
Question: Please provide a summary of jail operations, including the process for determining 

capital renovations and expansions, basic costs and reimbursements/funding 
sources; and inmate demographics. 

 
Response:    
 
Renovation and expansion standards are established by the Virginia Department of Corrections.  
The Sheriff’s Office is currently in compliance with the Department of Corrections standards.  If 
the Department of Corrections were to change their standards in a way which required Fairfax 
to make facility changes, the Sheriff’s Office would be notified by the Department of Corrections 
with target dates when changes would have to be completed.  By maintaining certifications and 
going through routine audits, the Sheriff’s Office continually verifies that all current standards 
are being meet and that notification would be provided of any proposed changes to the standards 
well in advance of the need.   
 
More significantly, the Board of Supervisors proffered on October 16, 1997 to Fairfax City the 
conditions of when jail expansion would be needed.  The proffers established the design capacity 
of the jail at 1371 single bunked cells. It further proffered that “Whenever the Sheriff projects 
that the Adult Detention Center’s detention requirements will exceed the design capacity by 15% 
for any three consecutive months” that the applicant shall immediately notify the Board of 
Supervisors and pursue funding and planning efforts.  The notification should be made in 
sufficient time (2 years) to allow for the provision of alternate facilities. 
 
This formula allows for 1577 beds to be filled for three consecutive months then allows an 
additional two years to complete the alternate facilities.  Based on the current population for      
FY 2015 (1108) and current projections for population changes, the need for new facilities are 
not expected before 2030 based on high population growth.  Current mid-range population 
growth estimates do not project additional facilities to be needed until 2046.  When new facilities 
are needed, it is expected that a facility expansion of at least 500 beds will be required. 
 
Following on the next page is the second part of the question regarding inmate demographics. It 
is important to note that only Northern Virginia localities are listed in the residence section. As a 
result, all inmates are not included in this section. 
 
 



 
 

 




