
 
 

Response to Questions on the 2016 LOBs 
 

Request By: Supervisors Foust, Gross, McKay and Storck Relevant LOB(s): N/A 
 
Question: Describe the state related fees that support the Sheriff’s Office including any 

relevant state caps, reimbursement rates/associated program costs, and current 
charges in the County.   

 
Response:   
 
Please refer to the chart on the following page for a detailed review of fees related to the Office 
of the Sheriff.   Reimbursement from the Commonwealth is also included on the chart.  Based on 
the most recent Fairfax County Jail Cost report audited by the state, the Commonwealth of 
Virginia covered approximately 16 percent of total FY 2014 jail expenditures.  



 
 

 

Revenue Source Description Notes 

FY 2017 
Advertised 
Revenue 
Estimate 

Court Security Fees A $10 fee charged to everyone found guilty, designed to 
partially defray the cost of court security.  It pays about 24% of 
the jail security costs. 

The fee is capped by the state as established in State Code 53.1-120D.  A bill is 
currently before the General Assembly to raise the fee to $20.00 and increase the 
guilty fees share of court security costs to 48%. If approved, the revenue gain 
would be about $2.0 million.   

$1,695,833  

Jail Fees The following estimated amounts are collected by Courts:                                                                     
(1) Jail fee of $25 charged by courts to all found guilty and sent 
to jail to defray booking costs ($52,000), (2) Weekender 
Program fees ($12,000), and (3) DNA blood test fee  $6,000.  

(1) Jail fees are capped by the State as established in State Code (15.2-1613.1); (2) 
Weekender Program fees are established by State Code (53.1-131.1); (3) DNA 
blood test fee caps the County share at $15 by State Code (19.2-310.2). The 
County share covers any County costs.   

$70,115  

Sheriff Civil Process 
Fee 

Fees for serving summons, subpoenas or other papers.  The Civil Process Fee that can be recovered by the County was capped by the State 
based on the revenue collected in FY 1994, or $66,271.  All revenues collected 
beyond that amount are returned to the State.  In FY 2015, the County remitted 
$734,750 to the State. 

$66,271  

Inmate Payment: 
Room and Board  

The State caps inmate housing fees at no more than $3 per day. 
The State raised the maximum fee in FY 2011 from $1 to $3.  
The County adopted charges of $2 per day in FY 2011. 

Fees are established by State Code 53.1-131.3.  However, inmates also buy their 
personal needs through the Commissary and Commissary commissions pay for 
inmate programs.  Any inmates that have no funds for the Commissary must have 
personal supplies supplied by the Sheriff funds (indigent packages). When the 
rates went to $2, the number of inmates requiring indigent packages went up 
dramatically, which required a dramatic increase in the Sheriff funded indigent 
packages and a decrease in Commissary revenues.  Meanwhile, when the rates 
doubled in FY 2011, revenues only went up 64% but costs of personal supplies 
went up significantly as well and revenues paying for inmate programs was 
reduced. The net gain was well below what was estimated.  A raise to $3 would 
likely encourage an even more drastic increase in indigent accounts likely resulting 
in a net loss to the County. 

$537,046  

U.S. Immigration 
and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) 
Reimbursement / 

Marshal's Room and 
Board Fees 

Revenue is based on reimbursable rates from the Federal 
Government.  It establishes a daily fee that is paid based on the 
inmate days that they use. 

The rate was renegotiated in FY 2012 and increased 53% based on a standard to 
recover 75% of fixed and variable costs of jail per inmate day.  Future revenue is 
tentative as ICE considers alternative programs for handling ICE inmates. 

$141,541  



 
 

Revenue Source Description Notes 

FY 2017 
Advertised 
Revenue 
Estimate 

Comp Board 
Salaries/Retirement 

Reimbursement  

State support for Constitutional Officers and their staff. The 
state establishes a budget, then by formula, the Comp Board 
allocates to jurisdictions. 

State formula does not include reimbursement for all positions that the Sheriff is 
entitled to.   

$14,724,530  

State 
Reimbursement: 

Inmate Room and 
Board 

State reimbursement to jails housing inmates that are guilty of 
violating state laws.  State sets the rate then allocates it to 
jurisdictions based on actual qualifying inmate days.  

Rates are set in State Code 53.1-76-79.  There are 2 rates: one for Fairfax jail 
inmates and one for State inmates held by Fairfax.   In FY 2011, the daily rate for 
Fairfax inmates dropped from $8 per day to $4 per day.  The daily rate for State 
Inmates held by the County was raised from $6 per day to $12 per day.  The gross 
revenue loss that year was about $700,000. 

$2,234,740  

Federal 
Reimbursement: 

State Criminal Alien 
Assistance Program 

(SCAAP) 

Federal reimbursement for incarceration of undocumented 
criminal aliens.  Amount is based on Federal allocation divided 
among competing requests and allocated based on formula 
driven jail statistics. 

Future funding is tentative as it is removed from the federal budget currently 
under discussion.   

$400,000  

Additional Related Fee Reflected in the General District Court 

Courthouse 
Maintenance Fee 

A $2 fee for every civil case filing, criminal, and traffic conviction 
in the Fairfax County General District Court, and the Vienna 
Town and Herndon Town Courts.  

 The maximum fee is set by the state per State Code 16.1-69.48:1 and 17.1-281.  $393,411  

 




