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Happy New Year, and welcome to Found in the Archives, a publication of The Clerk 
of the Fairfax Circuit Court, 19th Judicial Circuit, who proudly serves The City of 
Fairfax & Fairfax County. In the first edition of Found in the Archives for 2024, we 

will look at charges for Illegal Gaming in some of our historic court records. 

Charges for Illegal Gaming, or gambling, mostly appear in our Term Papers 
collection and our Court Order Books. Our Term Papers consist of what may be 
thought of as regular court cases, like civil or criminal charges brought against 

individuals. Court Order Books functioned as a docket or record of cases heard in 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/VAFAIRFAXCOUNTY/bulletins/3835da1


court each session and typically contain very few case details. The very first record 
of someone being charged with Illegal Gaming in Fairfax County was in 1753, 

before the Revolutionary War, when six men were charged with Gaming and each 
ordered to pay a fine of Five Pounds. 

 

Fairfax Court Order Book 1749 page 331 

The last Illegal Gaming charge that appears in our records is in our Term Papers 
collection in 1898, however, many years of our Term Papers are still unprocessed, 

so it is likely there are later charges we have yet to discover. 

In 1854, several men received charges of Illegal Gaming at the house of William P. 
Dickey, who was also charged separately for Retailing Ardent Spirits without a 
License. It is not uncommon to see these charges brought together as people 

would gather in groups to drink alcohol and gamble or play cards. 

 

Excerpt from Fairfax Term Papers 1854-070 

These charges were eventually dropped at the cost of the prosecutor, but the 
surviving documents do not contain the full story of the case. 



 

Excerpt from Fairfax Term Papers 1854-070  

While many of these cases do not specify the charge beyond Illegal Gaming or 
Gambling, some of them do name the games individuals were playing. Some of the 

more commonly named games are Chuckaluck, Seven-Up, or Bluff. All Fours, a 
traditional English Pub card game, is also named in some of the charges, as well as 
Billiards. There are also some cases of individuals being charged with Gaming on 

the Sabbath. 



 

Fairfax Court Order Book 1754 page 125 

 

Fairfax Court Order Book 1756 page 581 

These documents are all an example of how you can use different record groups to 
learn about a topic here at the Historic Records Center. While Term Papers and 

Court Order Books offer different information about Illegal Gaming in Fairfax 
County, they are both valuable tools for researchers looking into all different topics. 

 

If you would like to learn more about these and other court records, come visit the 
Historic Courthouse on Saturday, February 3rd during the Chocolate Lovers Festival. 

The Courthouse will be open with documents on display from 10am-3pm, with a 
mock trial taking place at 10am and a game show at noon. 

 
  

 


