FAIRFAX CIRCUIT COURT UPDATED GARNISHMENT PROCEDURES

Effective July 1, 2026, the Circuit Court Garnishment Procedures will be updated as
follows:

1) The Court will only accept the State Forms with a revision date of July 2026 for the
Suggestion in Garnishment (State Form CC-1485), the Garnishment Summons (State
Form CC-1486) and the Garnishment Exemption Claim (State Form CC-454). Any
previous versions of these forms will be rejected and sent back to the Plaintiff.

2) The filing fees for Garnishment actions increased by $3.00.

3) The Hearing Date on the Garnishment Summons should be set at least 60 days after
the date of the filing and should be set on a Friday docket at 9:00 a.m. This is the return
date by which the Garnishee should either file a written answer, pay money into the
Court, or appear at this hearing date. No appearance by Plaintiff or counsel is required
on this date.

4) If the Garnishee has filed an Answer prior to the return date stating it is holding no
funds or accounts, the Court will dismiss the Garnishment on the return date, and no
further action is necessary by the Plaintiff.

5) Any garnishment actions that remain pending at least four weeks after the return
date will be placed on a Garnishment Review Docket which will be held quarterly. The
Court will send out notices of the date and time of the Review Hearing. If the Plaintiff
has not taken any action on the Garnishment and fails to appear for the Review
Hearing, the case will be dismissed by the Court.



