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Hello! This is the third installment of “Found in the Archives,” 

where the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center will 

highlight interesting and unique documents in our custody. 

In December, we are focusing on the courthouse as the center 

of public life in Fairfax County.   

 

Early in the court’s history, especially during the 18th and 19th centuries, court was heard only 

one or two weeks per month during the year.  Residents of the county traveled to Fairfax to 

conduct business at both the courthouse and privately-owned businesses in the courthouse’s 

vicinity.  Due to the influx of residents during these court sessions, the exterior of the 

courthouse became an excellent location for posting notices, known as broadsides, about sales 

and other important events from both the local government and private residents.   

Below is a photograph from 1905 of the historic courthouse’s exterior.  Under the covered 

archway, you can see the broadsides posted near the entrance. 

 

Photo courtesy of the Virginia Room, City of Fairfax Library 



 

The Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records center is custodian of some broadsides from the 19th 

century that were hung on the exterior of the courthouse.  Typically, broadsides were 

displayed for a short period of time and then discarded.  Due to the temporary nature of these 

documents, very few remain.  We at the Historic Records Center are not sure why the 

broadsides below were not discarded, but we are certainly glad to have them in our collection, 

as they provide an excellent glimpse of daily business conducted in the county. 

Below is a broadside advertising the sale of Jonathan Roberts’ personal property from 1869.  

Roberts served as Sheriff of Fairfax County from approximately 1862 to 1866. 

 



 

 

The broadside below advertises the need for proposals to repair Difficult Bridge in May, 1877.  

The bridge probably stood near to where Fair Oaks is today (at the intersection of Middle 

Turnpike and Difficult Run). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In the notice below, from December 1878, the constable has advertised the sale of the 

personal property of Jerome Linton, in order to repay a debt owed to W. H. Young.  Residents 

who saw this broadside could report to the site of the auction and bid on Linton’s property 

 

 



 

With the advent of technology and prevalence of computers, one might think that posting 

broadsides outside the courthouse would be a thing of the past.  In reality, notices are posted 

to this very day outside of the courthouse, advertising auctions, summonses, orders, and other 

official documents.  (See the Code of Virginia, § 1-211.1)  

The pictures below were taken in front of the Fairfax County Courthouse in November 2014.   

 

               

 

Even in the 21st century, the tradition of posting notices for the public’s use lives on! 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about this and other documents, please visit the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center 

website: 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical_records.htm  

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical_records.htm

