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Greetings! In Found in the Archives, the Fairfax Circuit Court 

Historic Records Center seeks to highlight interesting and unique 

documents in our custody.   

In this edition, we will examine the court’s holdings of Confederate 

pension applications. 

 

Some of the lesser known documents we have here at the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records 

Center include pension records for Confederate soldiers who lived in Fairfax County.  Civil War 

pension applications were written forms submitted for monetary support from the government for 

soldiers injured in the Civil War. However, unlike Union soldiers, who were paid by the federal 

government, Confederate soldiers had to petition their state of residence for compensation. 

Confederate pension applications have not been as thoroughly studied as those of their Union 

counterparts. 

The Commonwealth of Virginia pension applications for Fairfax County soldiers, which are housed 

here at the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center, provide insight into the Confederate pension 

application process.  Soldiers first submitted the application to the Fairfax Court. It was then sent 

from the courthouse to the Office of the Auditor of Public Accounts in Richmond.  Decisions about 

accepting or denying a pension were made at the state level and any compensation paid out of state 

funds.  The state kept a file of all applicants who submitted applications, but the initial applications 

with the letters certifying the legitimacy of the pensioners’ claims were kept at each county 

courthouse.  As a result, the HRC holds approximately 800 Confederate-pension era applications and 

corresponding documents.  

Interestingly the pension applications themselves change from year to year. Below are two pension 

applications (for Landon Carter and Joseph Crouch, respectively). The application for Landon Carter 

from 1886 is an earlier version of the Confederate pension application than Joseph Crouch’s 

application, which was certified two years later, in 1888.  

Landon Carter’s application includes not only an official form, but also a letter from G. A. Gordon, 

testifying to Carter’s service and involvement in the Battle of Ball’s Bluff, where he was wounded in 

the arm; and the Battle of Gettysburg, where he was wounded in the groin and pelvis. 

 



 

 Landon E. Carter, Confederate Pension Application, 1886 



 

 

 

 

Letters certifying the pensioner’s time in the military had to be sworn and signed by the Clerk of the 

Court, who would then send them to the Auditor of Public Accounts, along with witness letters from 

fellow soldiers and commanders who swore the pensioner was in the military during the Civil War. 

Joseph Crouch’s application from 1888 indicates a slight change in the form.  Crouch indicated that he 

had been injured in the Battle of Gettysburg – more specifically, he served in Company H, 15th Virginia 

Cavalry under William H. Brawner and J. C. Kincheloe, and during their retreat, he was seriously 

injured pulling wagons out of the mine, resulting in a “full body injury”. 

You can see Crouch’s application below.   

 

Landon E. Carter, Confederate Pension Application, Corresponding Letter, 1886 



 

               Joseph Crouch, Confederate Pension Application, 1888 



The Civil War pension files we have at the HRC can be used for many purposes. Those interested in 

local history benefit from having the records at the court.  Repositories such as the National Archives 

only have pension records for Union soldiers; as a result, researchers interested Confederate soldiers 

must find local institutions which house these records.  Along with our records here at the court, the 

City of Fairfax Regional Library has the microfilm of the records held in Richmond. 

Patrons can also use these documents for genealogical research. The pension applications include 

widow’s applications and information on disability, residence, age, and other family members.  Of 

course, these documents are invaluable to Civil War historians, especially those studying the 

Confederacy post-war or local Civil War history in Fairfax.  Many of the applications include 

information on the soldiers’ military engagements.  

The pension application of James H. Cummings would be especially fascinating to those studying John 

Singleton Mosby, “the Grey Ghost,” who led the famous “Mosby’s Raiders.”  In the pension records, 

Mosby’s outfit is referred to as the “Partisan Rangers.” 

 

 

 

 

James H. Cummings, Board of Pension Commissioners, List of Persons Approved, 1903 



James H. Cummings was a member of Mosby’s 43rd Battalion, and his pension records can be found at 

the Virginia Room at the City of Fairfax Regional Library. Cummings was a private in Company A of 

Mosby’s Regiment of the Virginia Cavalry, the Partisan Rangers. He was a prisoner of war captured 

November 20, 1863, and he was also hospitalized in February 1865 at the General Hospital no. 9 in 

Richmond.   

 

 

 

For more information about these and other records, please email the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic 
Records Center at historicalrecords@fairfaxcounty.gov or call 703-246-4168.  

The Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center would like to thank one of its interns, Emily Martin, an 

undergraduate student at George Mason University, for compiling and writing this edition of Found in 

the Archives.  

James H. Cummings Confederate Muster Roll, Compiled Service Records of 

Confederate Soldiers [microfilm], courtesy of City of Fairfax Regional Library 


