
V I R G I N I A: 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 
 
 

 
IN RE: AUTHORIZATION OF CLERK   ) 
 TO ISSUE CONCEALED  )  CASE NO. CM-2024-48700 
 HANDGUN PERMITS   )  
  
 
 

ORDER 
 

Pursuant to Virginia Code § 18.2-308.4(D), a court may authorize the clerk to 

issue concealed handgun permits, without judicial review, to applicants who have 

submitted complete applications, for whom the criminal history records check does not 

indicate a disqualification and, after consulting with either the sheriff or police 

department of the county or city, about which application there are no outstanding 

questions or issues.  It is therefore 

ORDERED that Christopher J. Falcon, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Fairfax County, 

is authorized to issue concealed handgun permits. 

 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
       PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 
    
 
 
 

Penney S. Azcarate
2024.03.19 10:28:45-04'00'



V I R G I N I A: 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 
 

 
IN RE:  FILMING OF DRUG COURT  )  Case No. CM-2024-48700 
 GRADUATION ON FRIDAY,  ) 
 FEBRUARY 16, 2024   ) 
 
 
 

ORDER 
 
 IT APPEARING to the Court that on February 16, 2024, Channel 16 will be filming 

a segment of the Drug Court Graduation in Courtroom 5J; 

 It is therefore ORDERED that Channel 16 is permitted to bring recording 

equipment into the Courthouse and is permitted to film a segment of the Drug Court 

Graduation in Courtroom 5J. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
            PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 
 

Penney S. Azcarate
2024.02.14 10:41:56-05'00'



V I R G I N I A: 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 
 

 
IN RE: EMERGENCY CLOSING OF  ) 
 FAIRFAX COUNTY CIRCUIT  )  CM-2024-48700 
 COURT AND THE CLERK’S   ) 
 OFFICE ON JANUARY 19, 2024 ) 
  
 

ORDER 
 
 Pursuant to §17.1-207(3) of the Code of Virginia, as amended, that the 

undersigned judge finds that on January 19, 2024 inclement weather existed 

under which the operation of the Clerk's office and the holding of Court 

proceedings posed a threat to the health and safety of members of the general 

public who would be traveling to and from the Court; it was therefore  

  ORDERED that on January 19, 2024, the Fairfax County Circuit Court 

and Courthouse were closed and Christopher J. Falcon, Clerk of this Court, 

was authorized to and did close the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
          PENNEY S. AZCARATE, Chief Judge 
 

Penney S. Azcarate
2024.01.23 08:02:16-05'00'



V I R G I N I A: 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 
 

 
IN RE: EMERGENCY CLOSING OF  ) 
 FAIRFAX COUNTY CIRCUIT  )  CM-2024-48700 
 COURT AND THE CLERK’S   ) 
 OFFICE ON JANUARY 16, 2024 ) 
  
 

ORDER 
 
 Pursuant to §17.1-207(3) of the Code of Virginia, as amended, that the 

undersigned judge finds that on January 16, 2024 inclement weather existed 

under which the operation of the Clerk's office and the holding of Court 

proceedings posed a threat to the health and safety of members of the general 

public who would be traveling to and from the Court; it was therefore  

  ORDERED that on January 16, 2024, the Fairfax County Circuit Court 

and Courthouse were closed and Christopher J. Falcon, Clerk of this Court, 

was authorized to and did close the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
          PENNEY S. AZCARATE, Chief Judge 
 

Penney S. Azcarate
2024.01.17 12:34:40-05'00'



V I R G I N I A: 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 
 

 
IN RE:  FAIRFAX COUNTY POLICE   )  Case No. CM-2023-48700 
 DEPARTMENT, PUBLIC AFFAIRS ) 
 MEDIA EVENT ON GUN LOCKS  ) 
 
 
 

ORDER 
 
 IT APPEARING to the Court that on November 16, 2023, the Fairfax County 

Police Department Public Affairs Bureau will be requesting media to be present in the 

public area of the Courthouse near the Civil Intake counter to highlight how gun owners 

can obtain gun locks when obtaining Concealed Weapon Permits; 

 It is therefore ORDERED that members of the media, at the direction of the 

Fairfax County Police Department Public Affairs Bureau, be permitted to take 

photographs of the event. 

 ENTERED this 14th day of November 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
            PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 
 

Penney S. Azcarate
2023.11.14 10:57:51-05'00'



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: CLOSING OF THE CLERK'S OFFICE 

AND THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

FAIRFAX COUNTY ON 

MONDAY, JULY 3, 2023 

ORDER 

CM-2023-48700 

It appearing to the Court that the Committee on District Courts and the 

Judicial Council of Virginia have authorized Monday, July 3, 2023 as an 

additional full day holiday for Judicial Branch personnel, in addition to the 

regular holiday schedule. 

Pursuant to §17.1-705.2 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, it is 

ORDERED that the Circuit Court of Fairfax County will be closed on Monday, 

July 3, 2023, in addition to the regular holiday schedule, and John T. Frey, 

Clerk of this Court, is hereby authorized to observe the above holiday and the 

aforesaid day shall be the same force and effect as a legal holiday as set forth 

in §1-210 of the Code of Virginia, as amended. 

Entered this 12th day of May 2023. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: CLOSING OF THE CLERK'S OFFICE 

AND THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

FAIRFAX COUNTY ON 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2023 

ORDER 

CM-2023-48700 

It appearing to the Court that the Committee on District Courts and the 

Judicial Council of Virginia have authorized Tuesday, December 26, 2023 as 

an additional full day holiday for Judicial Branch personnel, in addition to the 

regular holiday schedule. 

Pursuant to §17.1-705.2 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, it is 

ORDERED that the Circuit Court of Fairfax County will be closed on Tuesday, 

December 26, 2023, in addition to the regular holiday schedule, and John T. 

Frey, Clerk of this Court, is hereby authorized to observe the above holiday and 

the aforesaid day shall be the same force and effect as a legal holiday as set 

forth in §1-210 of the Code of Virginia, as amended. 

Entered this 12th day of May 2023. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: CLOSING OF THE CLERK'S OFFICE 

AND THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

FAIRFAX COUNTY ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2024 

ORDER 

CM-2023-48700 

It appearing to the Court that the Committee on District Courts and the 

Judicial Council of Virginia have authorized Tuesday, January 2, 2024 as an 

additional full day holiday for Judicial Branch personnel, in addition to the 

regular holiday schedule. 

Pursuant to §17.1-705.2 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, it is 

ORDERED that the Circuit Court of Fairfax County will be closed on Tuesday, 

January 2, 2024, in addition to the regular holiday schedule, and the Clerk of 

this Court is hereby authorized to observe the above holiday and the aforesaid 

day shall be the same force and effect as a legal holiday as set forth in §1-210 

of the Code of Virginia, as amended. 

Entered this 12th day of May 2023. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 



PENNEY S. AZCARATE 

RANDY I. BELLOWS 

ROBERT J. S ITH 

BRETT A. KASSABIAN 

VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

In Re: Election of the Chief Judge 
Pursuant to Va. Code §17.1-501, 
as amended. 

CM-2023-44543 

ORDER  

IT APPEARING TO THE COURT that the provision of Va. Code § 17.1-501, as 

amended, require that the Judges of the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit of Virginia elect one 

of their number as Chief Judge of such circuit for a term of two years. 

Now therefore, the undersigned Judges of the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit of 

Virginia do hereby elect Penney S. Azcarate, Chief Judge of the Nineteenth Judicial 

Circuit of Virginia, to serve for a period of two years, commencing July 1, 2023, and 

ending June 30, 2025. 

ENTERED this 13 of March 2023. 



GR

DAVID A. ORLON 

CHRISTIE 

RICHARD E. GARDINER 

DAVID BERNHARD 

MICHAEL F. DEVINE 

JOHN M. TRAN 

STEPHE C. SHANNON 

MANUEL A. CAP IS 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: STILL CAMERA & VIDEO 
FILMING IN THE FAIRFAX COURTHOUSE 
FOR THE PRODUCTION OF A PUBLIC 
SERVICE VIDEO DESCRIBING HOW TO 
OBTAIN A MARRIAGE LICENSE 
IN FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 

Case Number: CM-2023-48700 

ORDER 

IT APPEARING to the Court that Fairfax County's Department of Cable and 
Consumer Services ("Channel 16") seeks to produce a public service video that documents 
how residents can obtain a marriage license, the Court hereby ORDERS that Fairfax 
County's Department of Cable and Consumer Services, Channel 16, is AUTHORIZED to 
obtain still photographs and video footage inside the Fairfax Courthouse for the production of 
an informational video on obtaining a Marriage License in the Public Service Division of the 
Clerk's Office of the Fairfax Circuit Court. 

This ORDER shall remain in full force and effect until final production of the public 
service video. 

ENTERED this  day of February, 2023. 

CHIEF JUDGE PENNEY S. AZCARATE 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: SPACE DESIGNATED FOR 
JUSTICE THOMAS P. MANN 
AND JUDGE DANIEL E. ORTIZ 
AT THE FAIRFAX COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 

CASE NO. CM-2023-48700 

ORDER 

IT APPEARING to the Court that Virginia Supreme Court Justice Thomas P. Mann 

and Virginia Court of Appeals Judge Daniel E. Ortiz maintain their chambers in the 

Fairfax County Courthouse; 

IT FURTHER APPEARING to the Court that sensitive and confidential information 

is located in the space designated for Justice Thomas P. Mann, Judge Daniel E. Ortiz, 

and their staff; 

It is therefore ORDERED that Courthouse personnel, other than Sheriff's Office 

staff, are prohibited from entering the space designated for Justice Thomas P. Mann, 

Judge Daniel E. Ortiz, and their staff, or using the space as a pass-through, unless 

otherwise permitted by Justice Thomas P. Mann or Judge Daniel E. Ortiz. 

ENTERED this 3 rd  day of February 2023. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: PERMISSION FOR THE DIVISION OF ) 
CAPITOL POLICE TO CARRY THEIR ) 
SERVICE WEAPONS WHILE IN THE ) 
FAIRFAX COUNTY COURTHOUSE ) 
ON JANUARY 4th and 5th, 2023 

Case No. CM-2022-48700 

AMENDED ORDER 

IT APPEARING to the Court that the Investiture Ceremony for the Honorable 

Daniel E. Ortiz with the Court of Appeals of Virginia is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, January 5th, 2023 at the Fairfax County Courthouse; 

IT FURTHER APPEARING to the Court that the Division of Capitol Police will be 

providing security to the Judges of the Court of Appeals of Virginia during the ceremony 

on January 5th, 2023, and they have requested permission to carry their service 

weapons while in the Fairfax County Courthouse on January 4th and 5th, 2023; 

It is therefore ORDERED that the Division of Capitol Police have permission to 

carry their service weapons in the Fairfax County Courthouse on January 4th and 5th, 

2023, and they are granted permission to do a sweep of the Courthouse with dogs prior 

to the investiture. 

ENTERED this 20th day of December 2022. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: FILMING OF PROTECTIVE ORDER 

FIREARMS SURRENDER INFORMATION 

VIDEO IN COURTROOM 3F 

ORDER 

) 
) 
) 

Case No. CM-2022-48700 

IT APPEARING to the Court that on December 20, 2022, Channel 16 will be 

filming a segment of a Protective Order Firearms Surrender information video in 

courtroom 3F; 

It is therefore ORDERED that Channel 16 is permitted to bring recording 

equipment into the Courthouse and is permitted to film a segment of a Protective Order 

Firearms Surrender information video in courtroom 3F. 

ENTERED this 12th day of December 2022. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: PERMISSION FOR THE VIRGINIA 
CAPITAL POLICE TO CARRY THEIR 

SERVICE WEAPONS WHILE IN THE 

FAIRFAX COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
ON JANUARY 5, 2023 

Case No. CM-2022-48700 

ORDER 

IT APPEARING to the Court that the Investiture Ceremony for the Honorable 

Daniel E. Ortiz with the Court of Appeals of Virginia is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, January 5, 2023 at the Fairfax County Courthouse; 

IT FURTHER APPEARING to the Court that the Virginia Capital Police will be 

providing security to the Judges of the Court of Appeals of Virginia during the ceremony 

on January 5, 2023, and they have requested permission to carry their service weapons 

while in the Fairfax County Courthouse; 

It is therefore ORDERED that the Virginia Capital Police have permission to carry 

their service weapons in the Fairfax County Courthouse on January 5, 2023. 

ENTERED this 12th day of December 2022. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: VIDEO RECORDINGS OF ) MISC. CASE NO. CM-2022-48700 
COURTROOM PROCEEEDINGS ) 

SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER 

IT APPEARING TO THE COURT that video recordings of courtroom Proceedings are 
made and preserved by the Sheriff's Office, and it further appearing to the Court that 
such video recordings of courtroom proceedings may depict highly sensitive, 
confidential and protected matters, including but not limited to the faces of jurors, 
juvenile witnesses, other minors, undercover officers, police informants, victims of 
sexual offenses, family members of victims, adoption proceedings, juvenile 
proceedings, sealed proceedings, in camera hearings, child custody proceedings, 
gallery observers, and exhibits admitted under seal. 

WHEREFORE, THE COURT ORDERS the following: 

1. The Sheriff's Office shall no longer video record in-courtroom proceedings, unless 
authorized by the Chief Judge. 

2. The Sheriff's Office may continue to "real-time" monitor in-courtroom proceedings, at 
its discretion. 

3. This Order does not apply to the video recording of the Courthouse's public corridors 
and other public areas within the Courthouse or its perimeter. 

SO ORDERED, this 28th day of October 2022. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: RECORDING OF EVIDENCE 
AND INCIDENTS OF TRIAL IN 
CRIMINAL CASES HELD IN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

CM-2022-48700 

ORDER 

Pursuant to §19.2-165 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, it is ORDERED that in 

all criminal cases held in Circuit Court, both felony and misdemeanor cases, this Court 

will provide for the recording verbatim of the evidence and incidents of trial either by a 

court reporter or by mechanical or electronic devices approved by the Court. 

ENTERED this 13th day of January 2022. 







VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: ALL PERSONS ENTERING 
FAIRFAX COURTHOUSE DURING 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

MISC. CASE NO. CM-2021-48700 

THIRD AMENDMENT TO MANDATORY FACE COVERING ORDERS OF 
MAY 18, 2020, JUNE 10, 2021 AND JULY 6, 2021  

Based on updated guidance released by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention last week, Northern Virginia health departments are now recommending 

that everyone, including those fully vaccinated against COVID-19, wear a mask in public 

indoor settings. This recommendation is based on rising COVID-19 cases attributed to 

the Delta variant, which has resulted in our region moving from moderate to substantial 

community transmission. Therefore, the courthouse mask directive is amended as 

follows: 

Effective immediately, masks will again be required for entry into the Fairfax 

County Judicial Complex. In addition, masks will be required in all public areas of 

the Courthouse. Presiding judges have the authority to allow individuals to 

remove masks within their respective courtrooms. 

All other COVID safety measures will remain in effect. 

ENTERED this 4th  day of August 2021. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 

19th  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF VIRGINIA 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: PROHIBITION OF WEAPONS IN THE ) 
FAIRFAX COUNTY COURTHOUSE; CM-2021-48700 
SOP 704 

ORDER 

By my authority, pursuant to § 8.01-4 and § 17.1-501 of the 1950 Code 

of Virginia, as amended, it is 

ORDERED that all weapons, including but not limited to firearms, 

explosives, knives, and razors, are prohibited from the Fairfax County Judicial 

Complex. All law enforcement officers entering into the Fairfax County Judicial 

Complex shall be subject to, and shall comply with, the Fairfax County 

Sheriff's Standard Operating Procedure #704 relating to "Weapons in the 

Courthouse," as amended, August 4, 2021. 

ENTERED this 4th day of August 2021 

PEN EY S. AZCARATE, C DGE 



C o o 

Fairfax County Circuit Court Fourth Transition Plan 

On February 8, 2021, the Court adopted its "Third Transition Plan." Pursuant to 
the Supreme Court of Virginia's ongoing "Order[s] Extending Declaration of Judicial 
Emergency in Response to Covid-19 Emergency," most recently the Twenty-Fifth Order 
entered July 7, 2021, the Circuit Court of Fairfax adopts this Fourth Transition Plan. To 
the extent any provision of this Fourth Transition Plan differs from the prior Plans, the 
provisions here will control. 

I. Civil Cases 

As of July 1, 2021, the Court began hearing all trials and non-Friday motions "in-
person." Any trial or non-Friday motion previously scheduled as a remote hearing is, by 
this Order, automatically converted to a live hearing. Parties must obtain leave of Court 
for a remote hearing or to permit individual attorneys, parties, or witnesses to appear 
remotely. 

A. Civil Motions 

The Court will continue to follow its Friday civil motions practice until July 31, 
2021) When assigned to a judge, the judge will segment the remote hearing docket for 
Remote Hearings. Effective August 1, 2021, Friday Civil Motions will return to in-person 
hearings. Virtual hearings for Non-Evidentiary Motions may be requested as follows: 

If all parties agree to have the motion heard virtually, a purple praecipe must be 
completed. This new praecipe will contain email contact information for all participants 
in the hearing. 

If parties cannot agree on a virtual hearing, a standard yellow praecipe will be 
submitted, and the hearing will be held in-person unless a virtual hearing is authorized by 
the assigned judge. 

Telephonic appearances for a participant can be authorized by the assigned judge 
as well. 

'The Thursday hearings set forth in the First Transition Plan were terminated in the Second Transition Plan. 
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B. Civil Trials 

1. Civil Jury Trials 

The Supreme Court of Virginia approved the Court's "Addendum to the Fairfax 
Circuit Court Jury Plan to Address the Resumption of Civil Jury Trials" on January 27, 
2021, and the "Amended Fairfax Circuit Court Plan for Resuming Jury Trials" on June 1, 
2021. In addition, the Supreme Court granted the Court discretion to modify its plan to 
reflect the waning pandemic. Parties should be prepared to comply with the resumption 
plan and the amended resumption plan. The amended plan allows the Court to resume 
seating the jury in the jury box with added safety and distancing measures. Consequently, 
the Court will now be able to schedule a higher volume of jury trials. Starting September 
1, 2021, parties with scheduled jury trials will proceed to trial on the date set. 

Notwithstanding, the Court may postpone jury trials consistent with the then-
current state of the judicial emergency. 

2. Civil Bench Trials 

Bench trials shall be conducted "in-person," absent leave of Court. Any trial 
previously scheduled as a remote hearing is, by this Order, automatically converted to a 
live hearing. Trials of any length authorized by a judge may be docketed; the four-day 
limit is terminated. 

II. Criminal Cases 

A. Criminal Motions 

The Court will continue to follow its Friday criminal motions practice. If a 
Defendant is in custody and quarantined, he or she will appear remotely from the Adult 
Detention Center. Defendants not in custody must appear in person. 

B. Criminal Pleas 

Pleas for felonies may be scheduled for hearings Mondays through Thursdays 
through Calendar Control. Defendants not in custody must appear in-person. If a 
Defendant is in custody and quarantined, he or she will appear remotely from the Adult 
Detention Center. Counsel, witnesses, interpreters, court reporters, victim witness 
services personnel, and probation officers must appear "in-person." 

2 



C. Sentencings/Revocations 

Currently scheduled sentencing and revocation hearings will proceed. Defendants 
must appear in person, unless in custody. If a Defendant is in custody and quarantined, he 
or she will appear remotely from the Adult Detention Center. Counsel, victims, 
witnesses, interpreters, court reporters, victim witness services personnel, and probation 
officers must appear "in person." 

D. Criminal Jury Trials 

The Supreme Court of Virginia approved the Court's "Addendum to the Fairfax 
Circuit Court Jury Plan to Address the Resumption of Civil Jury Trials" on January 27, 
2021, and the "Amended Fairfax Circuit Court Plan for Resuming Jury Trials" on June 1, 
2021. In addition, the Supreme Court granted the Court discretion to modify its plan to 
reflect the waning pandemic. Parties should be prepared to comply with the resumption 
plan and the amended resumption plan. The amended plan allows the Court to resume 
seating the jury in the jury box with added safety and distancing measures. Consequently, 
the Court will now be able to schedule a higher volume of jury trials. Starting September 
1, 2021, parties with scheduled jury trials will proceed to trial on the date set. 

Notwithstanding, the Court may postpone jury trials consistent with the then-
current state of the judicial emergency. 

E. Criminal Bench Trials 

Criminal felony bench trials shall be conducted "in-person." Misdemeanor appeal 
bench trials shall be held Thursdays for all 19th Circuit jurisdictions except Fairfax City, 
which misdemeanor appeals shall be held Wednesdays. 

III. Calendar Control 

All Calendar Control is conducted by telephone. There is no in-person Calendar 
Control option. The Court will continue to follow its 8:30 a.m. Calendar Control process 
for scheduling and requests for leave to appear in-person at any hearing. Afternoon 
Calendar Control at 3:30 p.m. is reserved for emergencies or requests pertaining to the 
next day's docket. 
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Dated: July 19, 2021 Approve

IV. Facilities 

A. Courthouse Access 

No parties, counsel, or witnesses for a scheduled remote hearing may appear in-
person at the Courthouse, without leave of Court. 

B. Health and Social Distancing 

Fully vaccinated individuals entering the courthouse are not required to wear 
masks. All unvaccinated visitors are to wear masks according to guidance provided by 
the Virginia Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Social distancing will continue to be observed when in the common areas of the 
courthouse and passive screenings will continue at the entrances of the facility. Per 
guidance from the Fairfax County Health Department, courtrooms can increase current 
capacity while maintaining some measure of social distancing. The presiding judge in the 
courtroom has the authority to require masks. 

The Court encourages all visitors to protect their health and the health of others 
who may not be vaccinated. Masks covering the mouth and nose remain the single most 
effective mitigation strategy for unvaccinated individuals. The Court continues to 
welcome masks for anyone who chooses to wear one, regardless of their vaccination 
status. 

The jury resumption plan approved by the Supreme Court of Virginia included the 
Court's protocol for determining whether conditions warranted a stoppage of jury trials. 
The pertinent language reads as follows: "[W]e will carefully monitor evidence of 
resurgence and consult on an as needed basis with the Fairfax Health Department to 
determine whether the resumption of jury trials needs to be suspended. Reinstatement of 
"stay-at-home" Executive Orders, or returning to Phase 1 or Phase 2 reopening status, 
will almost certainly require suspension of jury trials." The Court continues to monitor 
evidence of resurgence. The Court also consults with the Fairfax Health Department as 
COVID-related issues arise and will continue to do so. 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: ALL PERSONS ENTERING 
FAIRFAX COURTHOUSE DURING 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

) 

) 

) 

MISC. CASE NO. CM-2021-48700 

SECOND AMENDMENT TO MANDATORY FACE COVERING ORDERS OF 
MAY 18, 2020 AND JUNE 10, 2021  

Based on current declining COVID cases in Fairfax County, policy directives of the 

Governor and Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, the courthouse mask directive is 

amended for employees as follows: 

Effective July 6, 2021, fully vaccinated individuals entering the courthouse are not 

required to wear masks. All unvaccinated visitors are to wear masks according to 

guidance provided by the Virginia Department of Health and the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. Social distancing will continue to be observed 

when in the common areas of the courthouse and passive screenings will 

continue at the entrances of the facility. Per guidance from the Fairfax County 

Health Department, courtrooms can increase current capacity while maintaining 

some measure of social distancing. The presiding judge in the courtroom has the 

authority to require masks. 

The Court encourages all visitors to protect their health and the health of others 

who may not be vaccinated. Masks covering the mouth and nose remain the 

single most effective mitigation strategy for unvaccinated individuals. The Court 

continues to welcome masks for anyone who chooses to wear one, regardless of 

their vaccination status. Masks remain an effective way to mitigate the spread of 

COVID-19 and a host of other diseases, including colds and flu. We encourage all 

to be mindful of one another's comfort levels as we emerge from this 

pandemic. 

All other COVID safety measures will remain in effect. 

ENTERED this 6th  day of July 2021. 

PENNEY S. AZCARATE, CHIEF JUDGE 

19th  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF VIRGINIA 



BRti€E D. WHITE, CHIEF JUDGE 

VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

IN RE: ALL PERSONS ENTERING ) MISC. CASE NO. CM-2021-48700 
FAIRFAX COURTHOUSE DURING ) 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC ) 

AMENDMENT TO MANDATORY FACE COVERING ORDER OF MAY 18, 2020 

Based on current declining COVID cases in Fairfax County, policy directives 

of the Governor and Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, the courthouse mask 

directive is amended for employees as follows: 

By order of the Chief Judge of Fairfax County Circuit Court, all fully 

vaccinated circuit court employees and judges are not required to wear a 

mask in workspaces, chamber areas, secured elevators or secured hallways. 

Masks are still required for any public area of the courthouse to include 

public hallways, public elevators, and the cafeteria. Social distancing is still 

required in all areas. Chief Judges of the General District Court and Juvenile 

and Domestic Relations Court have the authority to expand this order to 

their employees and judges as they see fit. 

All other COVID safety measures will remain in effect. 

ENTERED this 10th  day of June 2021. 

19th  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF VIRGINIA 























































































































V I R G I N I A: 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 
 

 
IN RE: EMERGENCY CLOSING OF  ) 
 FAIRFAX COUNTY CIRCUIT  )  CM-2016-48700 
   ) 
 OFFICE AT 2:30 P.M. ON  ) 
 OCTOBER 21, 2016 
 
 

ORDER 
 
 Pursuant to §17.1-207(3) of the Code of Virginia, as amended, that the 

undersigned judge finds that on October 21, 2016 an emergency situation 

existed under which the operation of the Clerk's office and the holding of Court 

proceedings posed a threat to the health and safety of members of the general 

public; it is therefore  

  ORDERED that on October 21, 2016 at 2:30 p.m., the Fairfax County 

Circuit Court and Courthouse closed and John T. Frey, Clerk of this Court, 

was authorized to and closed .  

 ENTERED this 24th day of October, 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
             BRUCE D. WHITE, Chief Judge 
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