VIRGINIA PROGRESSIVE PROSECUTORS FOR JUSTICE

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORMNEYS
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January 4, 2020

Dear Speaker Filler-Com, Leader Herring, Leader Saslaw, and Chasr Edwards:

We ate a group of reform-minded Commonwealih's Attorneys who represent and are
responsible for the safety of over 40% of Virginia's population. We supporied many of the
groundbreaking criminal ustcs reforms that you and your colleagues in the General Assemily
implamanted in the August special session. In the coming legisiative S8s50n, we BNCOUTAGHe You
to build on thesa reforms and continwe (o make the Commonwaalth a national keader in
promoting justice.

Speacifically, we write to encourage 1he General Assambly 1o advance the lollowing proposals.
which we beliewe will halp keep cur communities safe while prodscing micre aquitable outcomes
I QIr COUrts:
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reinlegrate those comvicted of cimas into sochaty, instead of forcing tham down a path of
recidivism, Too often, a parsistent criminal record prevents those who have interacted
with the criminal justice system lrom flinding employment, secunng housing, of altainng
an education long after they have proven 1o no longer pose a salety risk 1o the
community. Ensuring equal access to such second chances for those who have
achigved rehabdtatve benchmarks will mprove salety outcomes while promoting edguity
SCToss our crimanal justice system. Wa can achieve this by automatically expungeng
canain criminal records free of charge alter individuals have maintained a chean record
for an amount of tme that cotresponds (o the severity of ther offense.
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- i gEntences: Ye wrote in aovance of the specsal SeSSkon in
nwmdmwmmmmgmandammmmﬁmmm Wa once
agamn urge you and your colleagues to implement this critical reform. Mandatory
minsmams prevent judges from taking an individualized, holistic approach to each
sentence basad on the spectic crcumstances of a given case. They kead 1o the
irrationally lengthy prison senences that luel mass mcarceration while sxacerbating the
racial and SOCIECONOMIC inequities thal have come 10 charactenze o Criminal ustice
system. Banning mandalory minimums will make ouf communities safer and stem the
dkd Of MASS NCHCHFILON,

» [End cash bad: Cash bail leads to a two-tiered justica system — ona for the fich and cne
for everyone eise. Those who sif behind bars while awaiting trial are exposed 1o
sagnificant collateral consequences, ke tha loss of a job or even custody of their
children. What's more, thesa impacts are disproportionabely expesenced by Viginians of
codor. If someons poses a significant salety or llight risk, no amount of money will
change thal, and that person should ba held pretrial, Othersise, we should rely on
Virginda's comprehensive suite of pretrial services to help decisionmakers make
informed determenations about the imerventions and supanvision hat will allow for
pretrial redease while kneping the community safe and incentivizing defendants 1o show
up to court. The state should increase its invastment in pratiial senices, social services,
and suppon networks to provide 1or unbversal access 10 resources Ske socal workers
that help metgate recidwism, Ending cash bail is a vital step loward ensurng fasr and
SqQual ACCESS 10 pustice in Ihe Commonmvealth.

s Abolich the death penalry: The death penalty is unjust, racially biased, and ineffective at
detarming crime. Wi have mofe oquitabie and affective means of kedpng our
commundéies sale and addressing society’ s most heinous crimas. | s past Urme for
Virginia to end thes antiquated practice.
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curranitly saddles oo many Virginians with these collateal consequences by
transforming & misdemeands Brcony oltense o a ledony offense when an ndeadual
has preveously been convicted of misdemeanar larcany offenses. This sansalessly
punitive means of addrassng a nomviolant proparty crme fuels mass incarcaration and
furihars recidivism. Ending this “thres strikes” enhancement will make our comimilinities

saler and our criminal justics system mone edquitable.

Again, we applaud the recent progress of the General Assembly on criminal justice reform. We
believe that these policy changes constitule a natural extension of thal progress. We stand
riady 1o assist with the passage of these relofms in any mannes you deam halphul

Signed,

Hon. Amy Ashwarth
Prince Wilkam County and Ciy of
Manassas

Hon. Anton Bedl
City of Hamplon

Hon. Buta Biberaj
Loudoin County

Hon, Parisa Dehghani-Talt
Ardington County and City of Falls Chunch

Hon. Stove Descano
Fairlax County and City of Fasfax

Hon. Howard Gwynn
City of Newpor Nows

Hon. James M. Hingaboy
Albamarie County

Hon, Stephanie N. Moralos
City of Portsmaouth

Hon. Joseph D. Piatania
City of Charlottesville

Hon. Bryan Poner

City ol Alexardria

Hon. Shannon L Taylor
Hentico County

Hon. Gregory D. Linderwood
City of Noralk



