FAIRFAX-FALLS CHURCH COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD
BOARD MEETING
April 22, 2026

The Community Services Board met in regular session at the Sharon Bulova Center for Community
Health, located at 8221 Willow Oaks Corporate Drive, Fairfax, Virginia 22031, in room 3-314 West.

1. Meeting Called to Order

Board Chair Andrew Scalise called the meeting to order at 5:03 P.M.

2. Roll Call, Audibility and Preliminary Motions

PRESENT BOARD MEMBERS:
Name Role Location
Andrew Scalise Chair Fairfax County At-Large
Bettina Lawton Member Hunter Mill District
Karen Abraham Member Braddock District
Daria Akers Member Fairfax County At-Large
Jennifer Desai Member City of Fairfax
Jesper Sullivan den Bergh Member Mason District
Dr. Patricia Zissios Member Franconia District
Evan Jones Vice Chair Fairfax County At-Large
Captain Jaime Popik Member Office of the Sheriff
Anne Whipple Member Dranesville District
Srilekha Palle Member Springfield District
Michele Menapace Member Fairfax County At-Large
Sarah Coughter Secretary City of Falls Church
Daniel Sherrange Member Sully District

ABSENT: Kasey McNamara

Staff in Attendance: Board Clerk, Pura Valdez

3. Matters of the Public

No public comments were presented.

Amendments to the Meeting Agenda

The meeting agenda was distributed for review. Board members motioned to adopt the April 22,
2026, Meeting Agenda, which was approved unanimously.

5. Approval of Minutes

The minutes from March 25, 2026, meeting were distributed to members for review. No

amendments or corrections were presented. Board chair moved to approve the minutes. The
motion to approve the minutes passed unanimously.
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6. Board Retreat

The Community Services Board (CSB) recently held a meeting focused on strengthening services,
improving community awareness, and reflecting on the board’s role in supporting residents
across Fairfax County.

Understanding Community Needs

Board Members shared their personal and professional connections to the CSB’s work. Many
noted that nearly every household in the county is touched in some way by behavioral health
challenges, developmental disabilities, or substance use concerns. Yet many residents are not
aware of the CSB or the services it provides, highlighting the importance of expanding
community awareness.

Supporting Critical Services

The board reviewed its responsibilities under state law, which include overseeing services,
reviewing facilities, approving contracts, and monitoring policies. Members discussed ongoing
efforts to strengthen oversight of grants, contracts, and agreements to ensure taxpayer dollars
are used effectively and services remain accessible.

Advocacy and Community Impact

Members reflected on recent advocacy successes, including improved communication with
elected officials and positive outcomes during the county budget process. Focused legislative
priorities have helped ensure that critical programs remain funded and available to residents.

Improving Community Communication

A major focus of the meeting centered on how to better share information with the public.
Members emphasized the need for clear, accessible messaging in multiple languages, including
simple explanations of services related to mental health, substance use, and developmental
disabilities. The board discussed opportunities for increased community presence at events,
libraries, farmers markets, civic associations, and other public spaces.

Expanding Outreach and Awareness

Board Members noted that residents benefit when they are aware of available supports—such as
crisis services, treatment options, developmental disability programs, and trainings like naloxone
(Narcan) education. Members expressed interest in receiving regular updates on CSB events and
public engagements so they can help share information through their local networks.

Looking Ahead

Improving community awareness remains a top priority in the CSB’s Strategic Plan. The board
emphasized the importance of working closely with the CSB Communications team to strengthen
outreach efforts, expand visibility, and ensure that residents know where to turn for help. CSB
continues to look for effective ways to reach all corners of the county and make its services
easier to understand and access.
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7. Committee Reports

Upcoming Meetings:

Fiscal Oversight Committee is on May 20, 2026, at 4:00 P.M.

Executive Committee is on May 20, 2026, at 5:00 P.M.

Full Board meeting is on May 27, 2026, at 5:00 P.M.

Service Delivery Oversight Committee is on June 10, 2026, at 5:00 P.M.

8. Adjournment

BOARD MEMBER BETTINA LAWTON MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING, WHICH
WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED, AND THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 6:50 P.M.

May 27, 2026 Pora %/o@,

Date Approved Clerk to the Board



