hazard annex

thunderstorm
WHAT IT IS
Thunderstorms are large, localized weather
events. Thunderstorms are most common
in summer, but can occur in any season. All
thunderstorms produce lightning and have
the potential to produce tornadoes, strong
winds, hail, wildfires, and flash flooding – the
last of which is responsible for more fatalities than any other
thunderstorm-related hazard.
Lightning is of particular concern because of its unpredictability
– lightning often strikes beyond what is perceived to be the
storm, sometimes occurring as far as 10 miles away from rainfall.

KEY TERMS
F	A Thunderstorm Watch means there is a possibility of
a thunderstorm in your area.
F	A Thunderstorm Warning means a thunderstorm is
occurring or will likely occur soon.

WHAT TO DO

Before (Preparedness/ Mitigation)

During (Response)

❏❏ Sign up for Fairfax Alerts and have a battery or crank

❏❏ Upon seeing lightning or hearing thunder, immediately move

❏❏ Prepare your home by cleaning gutters and drains.

❏❏ Remain inside until 30 minutes after the last clap of thunder.

❏❏ Remove dead or rotting trees or limbs that might fall.

❏❏ If you are driving in low visibility, try to safely exit the

powered NOAA weather radio available.

❏❏ Secure or bring inside any outdoor objects that could blow

away or become “missiles” and cause damage.

❏❏ Unplug any electronic equipment.
❏❏ Know if your residence/business is in a designated floodplain.
❏❏ Apply for flood insurance (note that FEMA flood maps do not

reflect all risk from fast-moving flash or “sheet” flooding –
the types that are often generated by heavy rains).

❏❏ As the threat approaches, decide where you will go – can you

make it indoors, or is an enclosed vehicle your best option?

❏❏ Learn First Aid.
❏❏ Refer to “Power Outage/ Blackout” and “Medical

Emergency,” below.

For more information
on LIGHTNING
SAFETY, check out
https://www.weather.
gov/safety/lightning
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indoors or into an enclosed vehicle.

roadway and park. Stay in the vehicle and close the windows.

❏❏ If you cannot get inside or reach a safe building, avoid high

ground, tall or isolated trees, poles and masts, and large
metal objects (including fences and bleachers).

❏❏ If you are in open water, head to shore immediately.

After (Recovery)

❏❏ Continue with activity or proceed where you are going when

it is safe.

❏❏ Check in with family and friends by texting or using social

media.

