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Climate Adaptation & Resilience Planning
Resilience is the ability of a system to absorb, 
withstand and bounce back after an adverse event. In 
the environmental context, it is the collection of 
policy, infrastructure, services, transportation, energy 
infrastructure, and planning that position 
municipalities to resist natural disasters and other 
dangerous impacts of climate change. Resilience 
planning should take into consideration:

• Ensuring we are prepared to deliver essential 
services in times of disruption

• Protecting people, especially vulnerable 
populations

• Protecting our buildings, roads, infrastructure, and 
natural resources and capital

• Ensuring safety through improved emergency 
preparedness and strong communication between 
relevant agencies and first-responders

• Building structures and systems which are 
sustainable, flexible and durable
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Need for Climate Adaptation & Resilience Plan

• Climate Adaptation & Resilience Plan 
Recommendations

• EQAC
• Fairfax Green Initiatives

• Existing County Efforts
• Overview of efforts in staff response to 

2018 ARE, Climate and Energy #2
• Need more holistic approach that builds 

on existing plans, strategies

• Existing Regional Efforts
• Work from NVRC, COG, surrounding 

jurisdictions
• Opportunity to utilize, share resources
• Need to generate localized data, develop 

strategies that fit Fairfax County
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Local & State Climate Adaptation & Resilience Plans
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* Partially or fully funded through federal or private sector grant programs (e.g. the Rockefeller Foundation, HUD and NOAA).



Proposed Planning Approach
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Proposed Outreach & Planning Structure
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Proposed Framework & Timeline
Conditional on Board approval of resources, additional staff

Phase I – Initiation

Summer 2020 – January 2021

1. Develop Phase I Resources 

2. Recruit 

3. Negotiate Contract 

4. Convene Advisory Groups

Phase II – Vulnerability & Risk Assessment 

January - Spring 2021

1. Develop Climate Projections for Fairfax County 

2. Identify Climate Hazards, Vulnerabilities and Risks

3. Review existing plans and efforts – gap analysis 

4. Identify Community-wide Priorities 

5. Audit Existing Policies and Plans

Phase III – Strategy & Plan Development

Summer 2021 – Spring 2022

1. Develop and Assess Climate Adaptation & Resilience Strategies 

2. Develop Climate Adaptation & Resilience Plan 

3. Finalize Plan 

4. Seek Plan Approval
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Glossary
ARE – Annual Report on the Environment 
BOS – Board of Supervisors 
BOSEC – Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee
CECAP – Community-wide Energy and Climate Action Plan
COG – Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
EQAC – Environmental Quality Advisory Council 
FTE – Full-time equivalent employee
GMU – George Mason University
NAACP – National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
NOVEC – Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative
NVRC – Northern Virginia Regional Commission
NVSWCD – Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District 
WMATA – Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority


